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AGENDA (Attachment 1)

VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2)

COMMITTEE ACTION

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
09:04:42 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov called the meeting to order at 9:04 AM. The
committee secretary took roll.

DISCUSSION ON MEETING DAY
09:05:43 Rep. Gary Parry

09:06:04 Griffin Burns, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

UNIVERSAL SYSTEMS BENEFITS: STATE FUNDING
09:08:07 Griffin Burns, LSD

09:09:00 Sonja Nowakowski, Director, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)

PUBLIC COMMENT
09:14:47 Thor Nelson, Holland & Heart

09:21:01 Doug Hardy, Montana Electric Cooperatives Association

COMMITTEE QUESTIONS, DISCUSSION
09:21:22 Rep. Gary Parry

09:21:59 Thor Nelson

09:22:46 Rep. Laurie Bishop

09:23:30 Sonja Nowakowski, DEQ

09:24:59 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
09:26:04 Thor Nelson

09:34:26 Sen. Brad Molnar

09:35:57 Thor Nelson

09:41:06 Rep. Gary Parry

09:43:29 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
09:43:44 Rep. Gary Parry

09:44:43 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
09:45:38 Rep. Gary Parry

09:45:50 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

TRANSMISSION SOLUTIONS IN THE NEAR & LONG TERM: A CONVERSATION ON
ADVANCE CONDUCTORS, GETS, REGIONAL PLANNING AND FERC ORDER NO.1920
09:46:43 Griffin Burns, LSD


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/July-16-17-2024/ETIC_Final_Agenda_July16.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/July-16-17-2024/ETIC_Visitor_Log.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/July-16-17-2024/ETIC_Visitor_Log.pdf

09:47:26 Casey Baker, Senior Program Manager, Transmission Projects, Gridlab
EXHIBIT1

COMMITTEE QUESTIONS, DISCUSSION
10:16:10 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope

10:16:19 Casey Baker, Gridlab

10:19:34 Rep. Gary Parry

10:19:59 Casey Baker

10:21:43 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
10:21:45 Rep. Gary Parry

10:21:50 Rep. Laurie Bishop

10:22:29 Casey Baker

10:25:42 Sen. Brad Molnar

10:26:45 Casey Baker

10:30:54 Sen. Barry Usher

TRANSMISSION SOLUTIONS IN THE NEAR & LONG TERM: A CONVERSATION ON
ADVANCE CONDUCTORS, GETS, REGIONAL PLANNING AND FERC ORDER NO.1920
CONTINUED

10:31:07 Casey Baker

COMMITTEE QUESTIONS, DISCUSSION
10:50:47 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope

10:52:02 Casey Baker
10:53:36 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
10:55:19 Casey Baker

PUBLIC COMMENT
10:57:05 Mike Cashell, Vice President, Transmission, NorthWestern Energy

EXHIBIT2
11:05:46 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
11:05:56 Mike Cashell
11:06:28 Rep. Laurie Bishop
11:07:36 Mike Cashell
11:12:17 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
11:14:30 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

11:15:43 Recessed
11:25:55 Reconvened

DOING BUSINESS IN MONTANA: ENERGY DEVELOPER’S PANEL
11:26:08 Griffin Burns, LSD


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/July-16-17-2024/20240716_Montana_Leg_Energy_Committee.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/July-16-17-2024/NWE_exhibit.pdf

11:27:25

11:39:23
11:39:36
11:41:38
11:41:58

11:57:05
11:57:09

Carl Borquist, President CEO, Absaroka Energy
EXHIBIT3 please see video to review this presentation.
Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

Carl Borquist

Griffin Burns

Mark Thompson, Form Energy

EXHIBIT4

Griffin Burns

John Bernhardt, Director, Policy, Pivot Energy
EXHIBITS

COMMITTEE QUESTIONS, DISCUSSION

12:09:13
12:09:35
12:10:30
12:10:38
12:11:08
12:12:49
12:13:57
12:14:38
12:15:14
12:17:11
12:18:03
12:19:48
12:20:18
12:22:02
12:22:59

Rep. Gary Parry

Mark Thompson, Form Energy
Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
Mark Thompson

Sen. Barry Usher

John Bernhardt, Pivot Energy

Sen. Brad Molnar

Mark Thompson

Rep. Laurie Bishop

John Bernhardt

Rep. Gary Parry

Mark Thompson

Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
John Bernhardt

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

12:25:17
13:28:22

13:28:22

Recessed
Reconvened

Sen Usher Joined the meeting on zoom.

HJ 6POWER RESERVE STUDY

13:28:44
13:29:07
13:31:09
13:34:55

Griffin Burns, LSD

Mark Lambrecht, Montana Electric Cooperatives Association
Thor Nelson, Holland & Heart, Montana Large Customers Group
Mike Cashell, Vice President Transmission, NorthWestern Energy


https://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20240716/-1/50177
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/July-16-17-2024/Form_Energy_Montana_ETIC_Presentation.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/July-16-17-2024/Pivot_Energy_Sildes_ETIC.pdf

PUBLIC COMMENT

13:39:12

Doug Hardy, Montana Electric Cooperatives Association

COMMITTEE QUESTIONS, DISCUSSION

13:40:00
13:40:27
13:41:19
13:43:03
13:43:42
13:44:54
13:46:02
13:46:35
13:46:44

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

Rep. Laurie Bishop

Mike Cashell

Rep. Gary Parry

Mike Cashell

Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
Mike Cashell

Rep. Gary Parry

Mike Cashell

SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE ON ENERGY RESOURCE PLANNING AND ACQUISITION
PROVISIONAL DRAFT DISCUSSION:

13:48:33

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
EXHIBIT6

PUBLIC COMMENT

13:51:19
14:04:01
14:06:58
14:07:23
14:10:17

14:11:36
14:11:51

Chris Puyear, NorthWestern Energy (NWE)

Sonja Nowakowski, Director, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
Trevor Graff, External Affairs, Public Service Commission (PSC)

Thor Nelson, Holland & Heart

Nick Fitzmaurice, Energy Transition Engineer, Montana Environmental
Information Center (MEIC)

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
Irion Sanger, Northwest Inner Power Producers Coalition (NIPPC)

COMMITTEE QUESTIONS, DISCUSSION

14:18:01
14:19:29
14:19:43
14:19:58
14:25:53
14:26:43
14:31:28
14:34:06
14:34:58
14:35:19

Sen. Brad Molnar

Rep. Gary Parry

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

Sen. Brad Molnar

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
Sonja Nowakowski, DEQ

Rep. Laurie Bishop

Chris Puyear, NWE

Rep. Steven Galloway joined on zoom.


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/July-16-17-2024/PD0011_JM-July9.pdf

14:44:23 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
14:47:10 Trevor Graff, PSC
14:48:30 Sen. Barry Usher
14:48:58 Griffin Burns, LSD
14:49:55 Sen. Barry Usher

Motion
14:51:19 Sen. Barry Usher moved do pass original draft bill language.

DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION

14:51:38 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
14:51:58 Rep. Gary Parry

14:57:26 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

Motion

14:57:29 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov made a Substitute Motion to add proposed
DEQ scope of work language to the bill draft and to restore the amendment to
69-3-1208 passed by the Special Select Committee on Energy Resource
Planning and Acquisition.

14:59:04 Vote: Carried 6 - 2 Roll call vote with Rep. Laurie Bishop, Sen. Christopher Pope
voting no.

Discussion
14:58:40 Rep. Steven Galloway

15:00:40 Recessed
15:18:52 Reconvened

RULE REVIEW
15:19:06 Griffin Burns, LSD
15:19:30 Jameson Walker, Attorney, LSD

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

COMMITTEE QUESTIONS, DISCUSSION
15:24:17 Sen. Barry Usher

15:24:24 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION (PSC) OVERVIEW
15:24:53 Trevor Graff, External Affairs, PSC

EXHIBIT?


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/July-16-17-2024/ETIC_Status_of_Dockets_7-2024.pdf

EXHIBIT8
EXHIBITY

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

COMMITTEE QUESTIONS, DISCUSSION
15:32:49 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope

15:33:08 Trevor Graff

PSC AGENCY BILL INTRODUCTIONS
15:34:34 Trevor Graff, External Affairs, PSC

EXHIBIT10

COMMITTEE QUESTIONS, DISCUSSION
15:40:15 Rep. Gary Parry

15:40:18 Trevor Graff

15:41:01 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
15:41:55 Jameson Walker, LSD

15:42:56 Sen. Barry Usher

15:43:45 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
15:43:46 Jameson Walker

15:45:11 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
15:45:19 Jameson Walker

15:45:36 Rep. Gary Parry

15:45:50 Jameson Walker

15:46:12 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
15:46:23 Trevor Graff

15:47:38 Griffin Burns

MOTION

15:46:50 Rep. Parry moved do pass on the PSC Draft bills along in the bill drafting
process.

15:48:45 Rep. Parry withdrew his motion.

Discussion
None

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANYTHING WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF ETIC
None

WORK SESSION/INSTRUCTIONS TO STAFF


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/July-16-17-2024/ETIC_Status_of_Litigation_7-2024.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/July-16-17-2024/PSC_Brochure.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/July-16-17-2024/PSC_Bill_Request_Draft.pdf

15:49:43 Griffin Burns
15:51:41 Rep. Gary Parry
15:52:21 Griffin Burns

ADJOURNMENT
Adjournment: 15:53:19



