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Jacelyn Sterling, Secretary
Jameson Walker, Attorney
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https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/ETIC_Visitor_Log.pdf

COMMITTEE ACTION

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
09:06:19 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov called the meeting to order at 9:06 AM. The
committee secretary took roll.

Committee Business
09:07:13 Griffin Burns, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

NORTH PLAINS CONNECTOR- ENERGY REGIONALIZATION
09:09:15 Brant Johnson, Vice President, North Plains Connector, Grid United

EXHIBITA

Public Comment
None

Committee Questions/Discussion
09:33:36 Sen. Brad Molnar

09:34:02 Brant Johnson, Grid United

09:40:54 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
09:42:03 Brant Johnson

09:47:57 Sen. Daniel Zolnikov

09:48:59 Brant Johnson

09:51:11 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

HOUSE JOINT (HJ) 6- POWER RESERVE STUDY
09:51:35 Griffin Burns, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

EXHIBIT2

10:00:21 Mark Lambrecht, Director, Government Relations, Montana Electric
Cooperatives Association

10:02:37 Mike Cashell, Vice President Transmission, Northwestern Energy (NWE)
10:10:45 Griffin Burns, LSD

10:11:46 Mike Cashell, NWE

10:12:27 Thor Nelson, Montana Large Customer Group

Public Comment
10:14:10 Doug Hardy, Montana Electric Cooperatives Association

10:15:44 Ann Hedges, Montana Environmental Information Center

Committee Questions/Discussion


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/ETIC_North_Plains_Connector.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/HJ_6_Draft_Final_Report.pdf

10:19:10
10:19:49
10:28:35
10:30:33
10:36:13
10:36:39
10:39:50
10:41:16

10:42:21
11:01:16

Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope

Mike Cashell

Sen. Brad Molnar

Thor Nelson, Montana Large Customer Group
Sen. Brad Molnar

Mike Cashell

Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

Recessed
Reconvened

NORTHWESTERN ENERGY, PUGET SOUND ACQUISITION & PUBLIC SAFETY POWER

SHUTOFFS
11:01:42

11:03:03

11:19:09

11:34:31
11:35:12

Griffin Burns, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
Nate Linder, Wildfire Operations' NorthWestern Energy (NWE)
EXHIBIT3

John Hines, Vice President, Supply, Montana Government Affairs, NWE
EXHIBIT4

Griffin Burns, LSD
John Hines, NWE

Public Comment

11:37:47

Ann Hedges, Montana Environmental Information Center

Committee Questions/Discussion

11:46:17
11:47:20
11:48:35
11:49:10
11:51:21
11:52:12
12:03:53
12:06:09
12:07:45
12:08:37
12:11:48
12:13:24

Sen. Daniel Zolnikov

Nate Linder, NWE

Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

Nate Linder

Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
John Hines

Sen. Brad Molnar

John Hines

Sen. Brad Molnar

Nate Linder

Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
Nate Linder


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/PUBLIC_SAFETY_POWER_SHUTOFFS_NWE.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/NWE_Colstrip_Puget%20_Acquisition.pdf

12:14:42 Recessed
13:07:14 Reconvened

BROADBAND EQUITY, ACCESS, AND DEPLOYMENT (BEAD)
13:07:26 Griffin Burns, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

13:08:10 Russ Katherman, Administrator, Architecture & Engineering Division, Department
of Administration (DOA)

EXHIBITS

Public Comment
None

Committee Questions/Discussion
13:14:41 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

HIGH PERFORMANCE PROGRAM

13:15:04 Russ Katherman, Administrator, Architecture & Engineering Division, DOA
EXHIBIT6

Committee Questions/Discussion
13:18:35 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

13:18:38 Russ Katherman

13:19:19 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
13:19:40 Russ Katherman, DOA

13:22:21 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

MONTANA ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE DEPLOYMENT PLAN (NEVI)
13:22:52 Griffin Burns, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

13:23:58 Sonja Nowakowski, Director, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
13:26:12 Ben Brouwer, Bureau Chief, Energy Bureau, DEQ

13:30:51 Sheila Ludlow, Supervisor, Integrated Transportation & Publications, Montana
Department of Transportation (MDT)

Public Comment
None

Committee Questions/Discussion
13:33:13 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope

13:34:09 Sheila Ludlow, MDT

13:37:46 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
13:38:45 Ben Brouwer, DEQ

13:42:09 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/ETIC_Broadband-Slides-09.05.2024.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/High_Performance_Building_Program_Report_17-7-214.pdf

13:42:48 Sheila Ludlow

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OVERVIEW
13:44:20 Jameson Walker, Attorney, Legislative Services Legal Division

EXHIBT7

13:46:43 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov
13:46:54 Jameson Walker

13:47:50 Jennifer Fielder, Commissioner, Vice President, Public Service Commission
(PSC)

EXHIBITS8
EXHIBITY

Public Comment
None

Committee Questions/Discussion
14:02:02 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope

14:02:52 Commissioner, Jennifer Fielder, PSC
14:20:12 Will Rosquist, Administrator, Regulatory Division, PSC
14:23:48 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

14:24:44 Recessed
14:35:10 Reconvened

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISIONS (PSC) BILL INTRODUCTIONS
14:35:26 Griffin Burns, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

14:36:17 Trevor Graff, External Affairs Coordinator, PSC
EXHIBIT10
EXHIBIT11
EXHIBIT12

Public Comment
None

Committee Questions/Discussion
14:44:35 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

14:44:56 Trevor Graff, PSC

14:45:42 Sen. Daniel Zolnikov

14:45:58 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
14:48:07 Rep. Steve Galloway


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/PSC_Rule_Review_38-5-263.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/PSC-Status-of-Dockets-9-24.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/PSC-Status-of-Litigation-9-24.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/PSC_bill_draft_1.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/PSC_bill_draft_2.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/PSC_Bill_Requests_HB0492.2.pdf

Motion
14:49:15

14:50:05

Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope moved to accept the Commissions bill
draft proposals and approve for preintroduction.

Vote: Carried unanimously by voice vote. Sen. Barry Usher and Rep. Gary Parry
were absent for the vote.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE ETIC

None

WORK SESSION/INSTRUCTIONS TO STAFF HOUSE JOINT (HJ) 6 REPORT

14:52:16
14:54:24
14:55:02
14:55:34
14:55:44
14:56:34
14:57:40
14:59:07
15:00:14
15:00:48
15:00:53
15:01:41
15:02:00
15:03:03
15:03:37

Motion
15:03:49

15:04:24

Griffin Burns, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

Griffin Burns, LSD

Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

Sen. Brad Molnar

Rep. Laurie Bishop

Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

Sen. Brad Molnar

Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

Griffin Burns

Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

Rep. Laurie Bishop

Griffin Burns

Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope moved to accept the HJ 6 report and
submit to the legislature with mentioned edits.

Vote: Carried unanimously by voice vote. Sen. Barry Usher and Rep. Gary Parry
were absent for the vote.

WORK SESSION/INSTRUCTIONS TO STAFF

15:04:31
15:05:20
15:05:45
15:08:36
15:08:40

Sen. Brad Molnar

Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

Griffin Burns, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

Sen. Brad Molnar



15:17:17 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

Public Comment
None

Committee Questions/Discussion
15:18:45 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

15:19:05 Sen. Brad Molnar

15:19:28 Griffin Burns, LSD

15:19:52 Rep. Laurie Bishop

15:20:21 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov
15:21:36 Sen. Brad Molnar

15:21:49 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov
15:22:02 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
15:25:26 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov
15:27:38 Rep. Steve Galloway

15:28:21 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

Motion
15:28:40 Sen. Brad Molnar moved to pass PD0003 for committee consideration and
approval.

15:32:25 Vote: Carried 5 — 3 by roll call vote with Rep. Laurie Bishop, Sen. Christopher
Pope, and Rep. Katie Zolnikov voting no

Work Session/Instructions to Staff
15:34:08 Griffin Burns

15:35:56 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov
15:36:04 Sen. Brad Molnar
EXHIBIT13

15:44:38 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov
15:44:44 Rep. Steve Galloway

15:48:16 Sen. Brad Molnar

15:53:56 Rep. Steve Galloway

15:55:07 Rep. Laurie Bishop

15:56:11 Rep. Steve Galloway

15:57:00 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov

Motion
15:57:30 Rep. Steve Galloway moved to reconsider action on PD0O03 due to inaccurate
proxy votes.


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Energy-and-Telecommunications/Meetings/Sept-10-2024/Sen_Molnar_310_Amendments_1933.pdf

15:58:07 Vote: Carried unanimously by voice vote.

Motion
15:59:20 Sen. Brad Molnar moved to pass PD003.

15:59:50 Vote: Failed 5- 2 by roll call vote with Sen. Molnar, Sen. Zolnikov voting yes.
Sen. Barry Usher voted by proxy. Rep. Gary Parry was absent for the vote.

Committee Questions/Discussion
16:01:16 Vice Presiding Officer Christopher Pope

16:01:47 Presiding Officer Katie Zolnikov
16:01:49 Rep. Steve Galloway

ADJOURNMENT
Adjournment: 16:02:33



