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The narrative presented here is provided only as a guide to the audio or video recording of the meeting.  The official 
discussion, motion, or vote is available on the audio or video archive of this meeting.  The Legislature does not 
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select the date of the meeting you wish to view/listen to. The written Minutes Log, along with links to the audio and 
video recordings, is listed by meeting date on the interim committee’s web page. Each of the Exhibits is linked and 
can be viewed by clicking on the Exhibit of interest. All Exhibits are public information and may be printed.  
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MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Rep. Amy Regier, Presiding Officer (R) 
Rep. Donavon Hawk, Vice Presiding Officer (D) 
Rep. Jodee Etchart (R) 
Sen. Chris Friedel (R) 
Rep. Caleb Hinkle (R) 
Sen. Ryan Lynch (D) 
Sen. Keith Regier (R) 
Sen. Barry Usher (R) 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Ania Alduenda, Secretary 
Julianne Burkhardt, Attorney 
Sara Hess, Research Analyst 
 
 
AGENDA (Attachment 1) 
 

http://legmt.gov/
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/1.DRAFT-agenda-July-2024.pdf
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VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2) 
 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
08:01:19 Presiding Officer Amy Regier called the meeting to order at 8:01 AM. The 

committee secretary took roll. 
 
MEETING OVERVIEW / ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
08:01:49 Presiding Officer Amy Regier 
08:02:34 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD) 

EXHIBIT 1 
EXHIBIT 2 
EXHIBIT 3 
 

Committee Questions / Discussion 
08:06:43 Sen. Barry Usher 

 
AGENCY BILL DRAFT PROPOSALS 
08:08:17 Beth McLaughlin, Supreme Court Administrator 

 
Committee Questions / Discussion 
08:10:55 Sen. Keith Regier 
08:11:14 Beth McLaughlin 
08:12:05 Sen. Barry Usher 
08:12:19 Beth McLaughlin 
08:14:52 Sen. Chris Friedel 
08:15:53 Beth McLaughlin 

 
EMERGING TOPIC: JUDICIAL RULES 
08:16:20 Presiding Officer Amy Regier 
08:16:37 Sara Hess 

EXHIBIT 4 
 

Committee Questions / Discussion 
08:21:25 Sen. Keith Regier 
08:21:48 Beth McLaughlin 
08:23:20 Sara Hess 
08:24:41 Sen. Keith Regier 
08:25:07 Beth McLaughlin 
08:30:49 Presiding Officer Amy Regier 
08:31:00 Sara Hess 
08:31:25 Julianne Burkhardt, Attorney, LSD 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/LJIC.7.23.24-VisitorsLog.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/1.July2024WorkPlanTimeline.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/1.Agency-bill-draft-proposal-overview.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/1.Legislation-list.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/3.Supreme-Court-Rules-spreadsheet.pdf
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08:31:58 Sen. Barry Usher: 
(See Exhibit 4) 

08:34:17 Beth McLaughlin 
08:36:45 Bruce Spencer, State Bar of Montana 
08:44:24 Sen. Barry Usher 
08:48:46 Sen. Keith Regier 
08:49:13 Bruce Spencer 

 
Public Comment 
08:49:45 None 
  
08:50:36 Recessed 
09:16:40 Reconvened 

 
PARENTAL ALIENATION SYNDROME: CITIZEN PANEL 
09:17:03 Elizabeth Peterson, Family Court Reform Specialist  
09:18:16 Rochelle Beley, Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor 
09:19:31 Matt Furlong, Certified Behavioral Health Peer Support Specialist 
09:20:00 Kyla Hailstone, Director, Montana Family Court Awareness Project 
09:22:12 Elizabeth Peterson 

EXHIBIT 5 
EXHIBIT 6 

09:28:59 Rochelle Beley 
09:44:33 Sen. Chris Friedel left the meeting. 
09:44:49 Matt Furlong 

EXHIBIT 7 
09:45:13 Kyla Hailstone  

 
Public Comment 
09:55:42 Ben Martin 
09:58:30 Jody Hill, Bozeman 
10:02:18 Zilah Handy 
10:03:20 Lanie White 
10:07:37 Audrey Martin 
10:10:41 Barbara Calahan, Board Member, Montana Citizen’s Council on Judicial 

Accountability  
10:11:30 May Simmons, Polson 
10:16:26 Leah Cornish, Bozeman 
10:19:41 Denise Johnson, Montana Child Protection Alliance 

 
Committee Questions / Discussion 
10:22:31 Sen. Keith Regier 
10:23:35 Matt Furlong 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/4.What-is-Parental-Alienation-staff-paper.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/4.Key-Concepts-in-Montana-Family-Law.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/4.Brodys-Law-Packet.pdf
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10:24:34 Rep. Caleb Hinkle 
10:24:58 Kyla Hailstone 
10:26:16 Sen. Barry Usher 
10:26:43 Rep. Caleb Hinkle 
10:26:58 Kyla Hailstone 
10:28:08 Sen. Barry Usher 
10:28:39 Kyla Hailstone 

 
10:30:33 
10:45:45 

Recessed 
Reconvened 
 

PROVISIONAL DRAFT 002 (THEFT SENTENCING) 
10:46:05 
10:46:15 

Presiding Officer Amy Regier 
Sara Hess 
EXHIBIT 8 
 

Public Comment 
10:47:02 Brian Thompson, Montana County Attorney’s Association 

 
PROVISIONAL DRAFT 003 AND 004 (COMPENSATION FOR WRONGFULLY CONVICTED) 
10:48:01 Sara Hess 

EXHIBIT  9 
EXHIBIT 10 
 

Public Comment 
10:52:11 Amy Sings In The Timber, Montana Innocence Project  
10:56:35 Sen. Ryan Lynch left the meeting.  
10:57:08 Karen Alley, Associate General Council, MT Association of Counties 
11:00:23 May Simmons 

 
Committee Questions / Discussion 
11:04:47 Sen. Barry Usher 
11:05:07 Amy Sings In The Timber 
11:06:30 Karen Alley 
11:06:54 Sen. Barry Usher 

 
AGENCY BILL DRAFT PROPOSALS 
11:08:42 Alan Doane, Department of Justice 

EXHIBIT 11 
 

Committee Questions / Discussion 
11:11:30 None 

 
Public Comment 
11:12:17 May Simmons 

 
 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/5.PD0002_SH.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/5.PD0003_SH.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/5.PD0004_SH.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/11.Generally_Revised_Drug_Handout.pdf
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Committee Questions / Discussion 
11:15:31 Rep. Jodee Etchart 
11:16:23 Sara Hess 
11:16:42 Sen. Chris Friedel returned to the meeting. 

 
EMERGING TOPIC: REAL ID 
11:16:56 Sara Hess 

EXHIBIT 12 
11:18:03 Laurie Bakri, Motor Vehicle Division Administrator  

 
Public Comment 
11:20:07 None 

 
Committee Questions / Discussion 
11:20:17 Sen. Keith Regier 
11:20:44 Laurie Bakri 
11:21:14 Sen. Barry Usher 
11:21:23 Laurie Bakri 

 
11:25:15 Recessed 
12:59:47 Reconvened 

 
13:00:00 Sen. Ryan Lynch returned to the meeting. 

 
EMERGING TOPIC: HUMAN TRAFFICKING RESPONSE IN MONTANA 
13:00:10 Alex Sterhan, Director of External Affairs for General Attorney  
13:01:39 Ashleigh Chapman, Human Rights Lawyer, CEO of Engage Together 

EXHIBIT 13 
 

Public Comment 
13:39:22 None 

 
Committee Questions / Discussion 
13:39:36 Sen. Keith Regier 
13:40:02 Ashleigh Chapman 
13:41:15 Sen. Barry Usher 
13:41:43 Alex Sterhan 
13:42:45 Sen. Chris Friedel 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE RULE REVIEW 
13:43:49 Julianne Burkhardt 

EXHIBIT 14 
 

Committee Questions / Discussion 
13:45:43 None 

 
 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/7.Montana-REAL-ID-Checklist-HQP.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/8.ET-JU-Presentation-Deck-%28Montana%29.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/9.-7.22.24rulerev-1.pdf
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Public Comment 
13:46:03 None 

 
COMMITTEE WORK SESSION 
13:46:17 Presiding Officer Amy Regier 
13:46:52 Sen. Keith Regier left the meeting. 
13:47:15 Sara Hess 

EXHIBIT 15 
 

Motion 
13:49:05 Sen. Barry Usher moved to adopt the proposed language as written in the 

findings and recommendations section of the draft final report for the HB 697 
Study of the POST Council. 
 

Discussion on the Motion 
13:50:06 Vice Presiding Officer Donavon Hawk 

13:50:27 Vote: Carried 5 - 2 by voice vote with Rep. Hawk, Sen. Lynch voting no. 
 

Committee Questions / Discussion 
13:50:40 Sen. Barry Usher 
13:52:16 Sara Hess 
13:52:34 Sen. Keith Regier returned to meeting. 
13:53:22 Presiding Officer Amy Regier 
13:53:49 Rep. Jodee Etchart  

(See Exhibit 11) 
13:54:51 Sen. Bary Usher 
13:55:05 Sen. Ryan Lynch 
13:55:39 Vice Presiding Officer Donavon Hawk 

 
Motion 
13:55:55 Sen. Ryan Lynch moved to approve the drafting of the four agency bills proposed 

by Alan Doane on behalf of the Department of Justice. 
13:56:12 Vote: Carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 

Motion 
13:56:40 Sen. Barry Usher moved to draft a bill to allow only United States citizens to 

apply for Real IDs in Montana. 
13:57:35 Vote: Carried 7 - 1 by voice vote with Sen. Lynch voting no. 

 

COMMITTEE WORK SESSION - Continued 
13:58:17 Sara Hess 
13:58:58 Sen. Barry Usher 
13:59:41 Presiding Officer Amy Regier 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/10.Rec.suggestions-HB-697-DRAFT-final-report.pdf


 
 

7 
 

14:00:35 Sara Hess 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS WITHIN LJIC’S JURISDICTION NOT ON THE AGENDA 
14:02:24 LeAnne Lorenz, Bozeman 
14:05:11 May Simmons 

 
Committee Questions / Discussion 
14:12:55 None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Adjournment: 14:13:06  
 


