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CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL
09:03:51 Presiding Officer Amy Regier called the meeting to order at 9:03 AM. The
committee secretary took roll.

MEETING OVERVIEW / ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

09:04:45 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 1
EXHIBIT 2
EXHIBIT 3

Administrative Rule Review
09:09:43 Julianne Burkhardt, Staff Attorney, LSD
EXHIBIT 4

Public Comment
09:11:07 None

Committee Questions / Discussion

09:11:24 Sen. Keith Regier
EXHIBIT 5

09:11:40 Julianne Burkhardt, LSD

09:13:13 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, LSD
09:14:00 Sen. Keith Regier

CRIMINAL JUSTICE DATA WAREHOUSE UPDATE: SENATE BILL (SB) 11

09:14:28 Natalia Bowser, Director, Montana Board of Crime Control (MBCC)
EXHIBIT 6

09:21:45 Janice Fries, Senior Statistical Analysis Center Director, MBCC

09:25:14 Adam Carpenter, Chief Data Officer, Department of Administration (DOA)

Public Comment
09:32:19 May Simmons, Polson

Committee Questions / Discussion
09:35:09 Sen. Keith Regier

09:35:28 Adam Carpenter, DOA

09:40:46 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 7

REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON CORRECTIONS CAPACITY: HOUSE BILL (HB)
5, 2023
09:41:48 Walker Hopkins, Fiscal Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 8
09:42:17 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

10:02:12 Rep. John Fitzpatrick, Vice Presiding Officer of HB 5 Committee

Public Comment
10:04:57 May Simmons, Polson


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/1.Legislation-list.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/1.Agency-bill-draft-proposal-overview.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/1.Required-Reports-Status.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/2.rule-review-9.10.24.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/5.POST-handout-44-4-404.Prop.Amendment.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/3.Integrated-Justice-Data-Warehouse-One-Page.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/3.CJOC-Biennial-Report.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/4.Draft-Final-Report-HB.5.pdf

10:07:13 Josh Butterfly, Prayer Warriors Tribal Council

Committee Questions / Discussion
10:09:36 Sen. Chris Friedel
(See Exhibit 8)
10:10:11 Walker Hopkins, LSD
10:15:12 Presiding Officer Amy Regier
10:16:17 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, LSD
10:17:18 Sen. Keith Regier
10:17:33 Sara Hess, LSD

10:18:06 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

Motion
10:18:18 Sen. Keith Regier moved to approve the HB 5 Corrections Capacity Committee
DRAFT Report.

Discussion on the Motion
10:18:31 None

Vote

10:18:37 Carried 6-2 by voice vote with Rep. Hawk and Sen. Lynch voting ‘no’. Sen.
Lynch by proxy.

AGENCY BILL DRAFT PROPOSAL — MONTANA PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER STANDARDS
AND TRAINING (POST) COUNCIL
10:19:11 Timothy Allred, Director, POST

(See Exhibit 5)

Public Comment
10:21:28 May Simmons, Polson

Committee Questions / Discussion
10:22:13 Sen. Keith Regier

10:23:13 Timothy Allred, POST

Motion

10:25:31 Sen. Keith Regier moved to approve the drafting of POST proposed legislation
for MCA 44-4-404.
(See Exhibit 5)

Discussion on the Motion
10:25:53 None

Vote
10:25:57 Carried unanimously by voice vote.

AGENCY BILL DRAFT PROPOSAL - DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
10:26:28 Alan Doane, Department of Justice (DOJ)



Public Comment
10:28:41 None

Committee Questions / Discussion
10:28:55 Sen. Keith Regier

10:29:08 Alan Doane, DOJ

Motion
10:29:59 Sen. Keith Regier moved to approve staff to work with the DOJ to begin drafting
DOJ proposed legislation.

Discussion on the Motion
10:30:11 None

Vote
10:30:14 Carried unanimously by voice vote.

Committee Questions / Discussion
10:30:30 Alan Doane

10:30:35 Presiding Officer Amy Regier
10:31:16 Sen. Keith Regier

EMERGING TOPIC: MONTANA DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (DUI) STATUTE AND
MARIJUANA
10:31:39 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 9
EXHIBIT 10
10:32:43 Col. Kurt Sager, Montana Highway Patrol (MHP)

Public Comment
10:53:10 May Simmons, Polson

Committee Questions / Discussion
10:55:07 Sen. Chris Friedel

10:56:15 Col. Kurt Sager, MHP

10:56:38 Sen. Chris Friedel

10:57:10 Andrew Wade, Toxicologist, Montana Crime Lab
10:59:48 Sen. Keith Regier

11:00:03 Col. Kurt Sager

EMERGING TOPIC: ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
11:04:47 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

Policy Trends and Criminal Justice Considerations

11:06:07 Amber Widgery, Program Principal, Civil and Criminal Justice Program, and
Montana Liaison, National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL)
EXHIBIT 11

11:07:15 Chelsea Canada, Program Principal, Financial Services, Technology and
Communications Program, NCSL
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https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0610/chapter_0080/part_0100/section_0020/0610-0080-0100-0020.html
https://www.ncsl.org/transportation/drugged-driving-marijuana-impaired-driving#:%7E:text=Per%20se%20law%3A%20Prohibits%20driving,of%205ng%2Fml%20or%20higher
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/AI-Legislation-Update_NCSL.pdf

Artificial Intelligence in Montana

11:38:36 Bryan Gortmaker, Supervisory Agent, Montana Analysis and Technical
Information Center (MATIC), Montana Division of Criminal Investigation,
Department of Justice (DOJ)
EXHIBIT 12

Public Comment
11:50:29 None

Committee Questions / Discussion
11:50:47 Sen. Chris Friedel

11:51:44 Bryan Gortmaker, DOJ
12:00:10 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

12:00:30 Recessed
13:10:47 Reconvened

AGENCY BILL DRAFT PROPOSAL — DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS (DOC)
13:10:58 Cynthia Wolken, Deputy Director, DOC

EXHIBIT 13

EXHIBIT 14

Public Comment
13:25:14 May Simmons, Polson

13:26:46 Josh Butterfly, Prayer Warriors Tribal Council

Committee Questions / Discussion
13:28:23 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

Motion
13:28:37 Sen. Keith Regier moved to approve the drafting of DOC proposed legislation.
(See Exhibit 14)

Discussion on the Motion

13:28:58 Vice Presiding Officer Donavon Hawk
(See Exhibit 14)

13:29:06 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

Vote
13:29:14 Carried unanimously by voice vote.

AGENCY BILL DRAFT PROPOSALS - OFFICE OF STATE PUBLIC DEFENDER (OPD)
13:29:46 Brett Schandelson, Director, OPD
EXHIBIT 15

Committee Questions / Discussion
13:33:46 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

13:33:55 Director Brett Schandelson, OPD
13:34:38 Sen. Keith Regier


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/7.LJIC-Artifical-Intelligence-Presentation.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/8.DOC-Slides.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/6401-03-008F.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/OPD_Legislative_Concepts.pdf

13:34:49 Director Brett Schandelson
13:38:16 Presiding Officer Amy Regier
13:38:30 Sen. Keith Regier

13:38:48 Director Brett Schandelson
13:39:17 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

AGENCY BILL DRAFT PROPOSALS - OFFICE OF STATE PUBLIC DEFENDER -
Continued
13:39:24 Director Brett Schandelson

(See Exhibit 15)

Committee Questions / Discussion
13:41:49 Sen. Chris Friedel

13:42:04 Director Brett Schandelson
13:51:59 Sen. Keith Regier
13:52:07 Director Brett Schandelson

AGENCY BILL DRAFT PROPOSALS - OFFICE OF STATE PUBLIC DEFENDER -
Continued
13:52:54 Director Brett Schandelson
(See Exhibit 15)
13:54:31 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

Public Comment
14:00:09 None

PROVISIONAL DRAFTS 7,9 & 10
Provisional Draft 7: Revise Laws Related to Tampering with Evidence Connected to a
Homicide
14:00:37 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division, LSD
EXHIBIT 16
14:02:29 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

Provisional Draft 9: Enhances Penalties for Drug Crimes Committed with a Firearm
14:02:32 Sara Hess, LSD
EXHIBIT 17

Provisional Draft 10: Establish Crime of Possession of a Stolen Firearm
14:03:21 Sara Hess

EXHIBIT 18
14:04:15 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

14:04:27 Rep. Denise Baum
(See Exhibits 16, 17 & 18)

Public Comment
14:10:56 None


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/9.PD0007_SH.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/9.PD009-HB301.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/9.PD0010_SH.pdf

Committee Questions / Discussion
14:11:12 Sen. Keith Regier

14:11:27 Rep. Denise Baum
14:11:46 Sen. Chris Friedel
14:12:39 Rep. Denise Baum
14:12:56 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

Motion
14:13:06 Sen. Chris Friedel moved to approve the three presented provisional drafts as
committee bills.

Discussion on the Motion
14:13:19 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

Substitute Motion
14:13:25 Sen. Chris Friedel made a substitute motion to approve Provisional Draft 7 as a
committee bill.

Discussion on the Motion
14:13:39 Sara Hess

Vote

14:14:12 Carried unanimously by voice vote.

Motion

14:14:34 Sen. Chris Friedel moved to approve Provisional Draft 9 as a committee bill.

Discussion on the Motion
14:14:45 Sen. Keith Regier

14:16:28 Julianne Burkhardt, Attorney, LSD
14:17:04 Rep. Denise Baum

14:18:00 Sen. Keith Regier

14:19:01 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

Vote

14:19:12 Failed 3-5 by roll call vote with Rep. Hawk, Sen. Lynch and Sen. Friedel voting
‘yes’.

Motion

14:20:46 Sen. Chris Friedel moved to approve Provisional Draft 10 as a committee bill.

Discussion on the Motion
14:20:58 Sen. Keith Regier

14:21:24 Sen. Chris Friedel
14:23:05 Vice Presiding Officer Donavon Hawk



Vote
14:23:35 Failed 3-5 by roll call vote with Rep. Hawk, Sen. Lynch and Sen. Friedel voting
yes’.

PROVISIONAL DRAFT 1: ALLOW AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING OF PUBLIC EVENTS
14:24:33 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 19

Public Comment
14:25:34 None

Committee Questions / Discussion
14:25:43 None

Motion
14:25:53 Sen. Keith Regier moved to approve Provisional Draft 1 as a committee bill.

Discussion on the Motion
14:26:02 None

Vote
14:26:05 Carried unanimously by voice vote

14:26:22 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

PROVISIONAL DRAFT 2: REVISE THEFT SENTENCING LAWS
14:26:46 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 20

Public Comment
14:27:59 None

Committee Questions / Discussion
14:28:13 Sen. Keith Regier

Motion
14:28:39 Sen. Keith Regier moved to approve Provisional Draft 2 as a committee bill.

Discussion on the Motion
14:28:49 Sen. Chris Friedel

Vote
14:29:13 Carried 6-2 by roll call vote with Rep. Hawk and Sen. Lynch voting ‘no’.

PROVISIONAL DRAFTS 3 AND 4: ESTABLISH COMPENSATION FOR WRONGFUL
CONVICTION
14:29:45 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 21
EXHIBIT 22
EXHIBIT 23


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/9.PD0001_SH.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/9.PD0002_SH.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/9.PD0003_SH.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/9.PD0004_SH.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/9.Wrongful-Conviction-Comparison-Chart.pdf

Public Comment

14:32:01 Amy Sings In The Timber, Montana Innocence Project

14:33:29 Karen Alley, Associate General Counsel, Montana Association of Counties
(MACO)
EXHIBIT 24

Committee Questions / Discussion
14:34:42 Sen. Keith Regier

14:35:06 Amy Sings In The Timber, Montana Innocence Project

Motion
14:36:04 Sen. Keith Regier moved to approve Provisional Draft 4 as a committee bill.

Discussion on the Motion
14:36:12 None

Vote
14:36:15 Caried unanimously by voice vote.

PROVISIONAL DRAFTS 5 AND 6: REAL ID ELIGIBILITY / CITIZENSHIP MARKER
14:36:33 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 25
EXHIBIT 26

Public Comment
14:39:53 None

Committee Questions / Discussion
14:40:05 Sen. Keith Regier

14:40:12 Sara Hess, LSD

14:41:47 Alan Doane, Department of Justice (DOJ)
14:42:32 Sen. Keith Regier

14:42:41 Julianne Burkhardt, Attorney, LSD
14:43:00 Sara Hess

14:43:43 Sen. Chris Friedel

14:44:36 Sara Hess

14:46:33 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

14:46:42 Laurie Bakri, Administrator, Motor Vehicle Division (MVD)
14:48:16 Sen. Chris Friedel

14:48:43 Laurie Bakri, MVD

Motion
14:49:22 Sen. Chris Friedel moved to approve Provisional Draft 6 as a committee bill.

Discussion on the Motion
14:49:51 None


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/MACO-Comment.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/9.PD0005_SH.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/9.PD0006_SH.pdf

Vote
14:49:55 Carried 6-2 by voice vote with Rep. Hawk and Sen. Lynch voting ‘no’.

PROVISIONAL DRAFT 8: DISAPPROVAL OF SUPREME COURT RULES
14:50:28 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

EXHIBIT 27
EXHIBIT 28

Public Comment

14:52:11 Bruce Spencer, State Bar of Montana
EXHIBIT 29

14:56:39 May Simmons, Polson

Committee Questions / Discussion
14:58:43 Sen. Keith Regier

14:59:00 Bruce Spencer, State Bar of Montana
15:02:29 Sen. Chris Friedel

15:02:41 Sara Hess, LSD

15:03:32 Presiding Officer Amy Regier
15:03:39 Julianne Burkhardt, Attorney, LSD
15:03:46 Sen. Keith Regier

Motion
15:04:33 Sen. Keith Regier moved to approve Provisional Draft 8 as a committee bill.

Discussion on the Motion
15:04:40 None

Vote
15:04:46 Carried 5-3 by roll call vote with Rep. Hawk, Sen. Lynch and Sen. Friedel voting

‘ ’

no.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS WITHIN LAW AND JUSTICE INTERIM COMMITTEE
JURISDICTION NOT COVERED IN THE AGENDA
15:05:39 May Simmons, Polson

15:07:51 Josh Butterfly, Prayer Warriors Tribal Council
15:09:01 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

15:09:19 Recessed
15:19:12 Reconvened

COMMITTEE WORK SESSION
15:19:13 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

15:19:32 Sara Hess, Research Analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
(See Exhibit 15)

Committee Questions / Discussion
15:20:29 Sen. Keith Regier
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https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/9.Jud-Rules-PD0008_SH.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/July-2024/3.Supreme-Court-Rules-spreadsheet.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/Bruce-Spencer-Comment.pdf

15:21:15 Sen. Chris Friedel

Motion

15:23:06 Sen. Keith Regier moved to approve the drafting of all Office of State Public
Defender draft proposals except proposal 2.
(See Exhibit 15)

Discussion on the Motion
15:23:18 None

Vote
15:23:21 Carried unanimously by voice vote.

Committee Questions / Discussion
13:23:36 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

15:23:48 Sara Hess, LSD

EXHIBIT 30
15:25:34 Sen. Chris Friedel

15:26:54 Sen. Keith Regier
15:27:38 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

Motion

15:27:53 Sen. Chris Friedel moved to approve the drafting of the Montana Judicial Branch
proposal to add three new judges in the 13™ Judicial District in Yellowstone
County.
(See Exhibit 30)

Discussion on the Motion
15:28:04 None

Vote
15:28:15 Failed 2-6 by roll call vote with Rep. Etchart and Sen. Friedel voting ‘yes’.

Committee Discussion
15:28:53 Presiding Officer Amy Regier
15:29:12 Sara Hess

EXHIBIT 31
EXHIBIT 32

Motion

15:31:20 Sen. Keith Regier moved to adopt the final report for Senate Joint Resolution
(SJ) 31 Setting the Bar: A Study of Attorney Regulation and the State Bar of
Montana.

Discussion on the Motion
15:31:31 None

Vote
15:31:34 Carried 6-2 by voice vote with Rep. Hawk and Sen. Lynch voting ‘no’.
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https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/10.Jud.Branch-bill-proposal-13th-newjudgeonepager.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/10.HB697-Final-Report-with-rec.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Law-and-Justice/Meetings/September-2024/10.SJ31-DRAFT-final-report-with-rec-sug.pdf

Motion
15:32:03 Sen. Keith Regier moved to adopt the final report for House Bill (HB) 697: A
Study of the POST Council.

Discussion on the Motion
15:32:09 None

Vote
15:32:12 Carried 6-2 by voice vote with Rep. Hawk and Sen. Lynch voting ‘no’.

Committee Discussion
15:32:31 Sara Hess

15:32:36 Presiding Officer Amy Regier
15:33:07 Sen. Keith Regier

15:33:22 Sara Hess

15:33:25 Sen. Chris Friedel

15:33:54 Presiding Officer Amy Regier

ADJOURNMENT
Adjournment: 15:34:06
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