














































From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Tuesday, July 23, 2024 12:58:07 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 23rd July 2024 12:58

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
Next Meeting

Comment:
I briefed your agenda. Here are my comments: 1] The sexual offense of inmates report is of no
value unless you know the name or some other identifier of the employee. There is a guard at
Deer Lodge known as MR. Feel Good; you can ask any inmate who has been under his care
and the stories are all the same, through history. 2] We really learned nothing about recidivism
from the GSL study 3] Offenders under supervision: a] it needs to be alphabetized so people
like me can check for accuracy b] by county would be helpful c] Justice Reinvestment has not
reinvested enough? I think there should be a financial incentive when inmate numbers go
down, by at least 10% and recidivism does not go up. On the Theft document the word Threat
is interesting: If an inmate calls you and makes verbal definitional threats over the phone -
does that count? Doesn't meet the other parts of the definition. AND, if in defense of yourself
you say some mean hurtful words trying to make these phone calls stop, are you now a felon?
This is a real life case and the civilian is now in prison for defending himself Because the
prison warden, who has finally been fired, would not block outgoing calls to the civilians
phone. This is a case of wrongful incarceration BUT because public defense stops the day you
enter prison he has no money to continue the process of his innocence. Wrongful Conviction:
why is MT requiring a person who has been found innocent by a court TO relive the horrible
experience. For the same time and energy the wrongfully convicted can go through the federal
court system and get 100K per year, plus legal expenses. MT just cannot admit that they made
a horrible mistake. When I make a mistake I apologize ASAP, correct the mistake and move
on. I don't make the person I have wronged relive the entire event. We all should know when
we make a mistake. REAL ID - I have one, do you have one? It appears to be a government
make work project with no BENEFIT, none! IT did cost me an extra 45$ which makes it
appear to be a tax and bureaucracy creating event. No one cares if I have a real ID or not, there
are now counterfeits so the airports give them little validity. A passport is cheaper and easier
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to secure, just give yourself time.

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ljic/public-comments-ljic/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Tuesday, July 23, 2024 2:46:45 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 23rd July 2024 14:46

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
Can chess games and toilet paper change prison culture? Inside San Quentin’s big experiment

Comment:
A sergeant greets a prisoner with “good morning” rather than barking an order. Guards start
calling the prisoners “residents.” They shake hands, exchange jokes. The toilet paper locker
gets replenished when it’s empty. The men don’t have to ask. At California’s oldest and most
infamous state prison, a monumental shift is underway through an experiment dubbed the
California Model, an effort Gov. Gavin Newsom announced in March 2023 to reimagine
prison life, starting at San Quentin. The changes are modeled after prison operations in
Norway and other Scandinavian countries, where incarceration is considered less a tool for
punishment than an opportunity for recovery and rehabilitation. Newsom said he envisions a
prison system that doesn’t just confine lawbreakers but better prepares them for reintegrating
into communities after their release. That means expanding job training and substance-use
treatment, but also replacing a prison culture built on hierarchy and fear with opportunities for
connection and normalized social interactions. Outside death row, most of San Quentin’s
3,400 inmates are housed in units with medium-security ratings. That means, whether because
of the nature of their crimes or their behavior in prison, they’re considered at relatively low
risk of violence and allowed to gather in common areas for some portion of each day. The
prison has developed an abundance of rehabilitative programs, including coding classes and a
media center that’s home to an acclaimed prisoner-run podcast and newspaper. Along with
chess matches, San Quentin is hosting kickball tournaments and flag football games as a way
to foster more collegial relations. But prisoners are still locked down for several hours a day in
cramped cells — two men sharing dingy 5-by-11-foot quarters crammed with bunk beds, a
toilet and a sink — without access to programming or family visits, Milo said.“There’s a lot of
people at San Quentin that have either already halfway turned their lives around, or are trying
to get that push to turn their lives around,” Kruse said. “They’re gonna leave someday. ...
That’s going to be your neighbor, might be your family member’s neighbor. Those guys, if I
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can work with [them] to make [them] better, that, to me, is what it’s about.”
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-07-19/inside-san-quentin-experiment-can-
california-change-prison-culture
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Tuesday, July 23, 2024 2:52:08 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 23rd July 2024 14:52

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
The state of our prisons: 5 key findings from UNODC’s new Prison Matters research brief

Comment:
1. The world prison population is increasing 2. Nearly a third of the global prison population
remains in pre-trial detention 3. Prisons are overcrowded in the majority of countries
worldwide 4. Deaths in prisons are largely preventable, with more than one in 10 deaths in
prisons labelled a suicide 5.Prison systems widely recognize the importance of rehabilitation
in prison Four out of five prison administrations report having developed a dedicated prisoner
rehabilitation strategy, and almost half of those with a rehabilitation strategy report the
engagement of prisoners as stakeholders during planning, according to a new UNODC survey
on prison rehabilitation and rehabilitative prison environments. Evidence about the actual
scope of implementation of these strategies was not consistently available. A key aspect of
prison management is to foster the rehabilitation and social reintegration prospects of
prisoners. Efforts aimed at advancing more rehabilitative prison environments, including
through respective programmes and services, are key from the very start of a prison sentence
throughout the period of incarceration and up to the preparation for release from custody.
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/news/2024/July/the-state-of-our-prisons_-5-key-findings-
from-unodcs-new-prison-matters-research-brief.html

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ljic/public-comments-ljic/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Wednesday, July 24, 2024 10:00:45 AM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 24th July 2024 10:00

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
Meth at Saguaro, at Eloy AZ

Comment:
On July 12, 2024 another guard at Saguaro Prison was arrested for selling Meth to inmates.
aka Officer Davis

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ljic/public-comments-ljic/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Friday, July 26, 2024 3:46:25 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 26th July 2024 15:46

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
Michael Wayne Philllips

Comment:
Do YOU think that keeping Wayne in prison is solving his addiction problem? This is where
ReInvestment should occur. He has 4 children and a wife AND now is a drain on the taxpayer,
because the Legislature thinks that prison is cheaper than Rehabilitation. DOCKET: DC 22-
1541 COUNTY: Yellowstone JUDGE: Linneweber COUNTS: 1 LEGAL TYPE: Original
Sentence SENTENCE TYPE: DOC Commit Partial SuspendedOFFENSE: Theft CODE:
456301 OFFENSE DATE: 12/3/2022 SENTENCE PRONOUNCED: 9/26/2023 SENTENCE
(MONTHS): 120 DOCKET: DC 20-1431 COUNTY: Yellowstone JUDGE: Linneweber
COUNTS: 1 LEGAL TYPE: Probation Violation Sentence SENTENCE TYPE: DOC Commit
None SuspendedOFFENSE: Criminal Endangerment CODE: 455207 OFFENSE DATE:
10/4/2020 SENTENCE PRONOUNCED: 9/26/2023 SENTENCE (MONTHS): 67 DOCKET:
DC-11-582 COUNTY: Yellowstone JUDGE: Todd COUNTS: 1 LEGAL TYPE: Original
Sentence SENTENCE TYPE: DOC Commit Partial SuspendedOFFENSE: Criminal
Possession of Dangerous Drugs CODE: 459102 OFFENSE DATE: 4/29/2011 SENTENCE
PRONOUNCED: 4/19/2012 SENTENCE (MONTHS): 60 DOCKET: DC-11-581 COUNTY:
Yellowstone JUDGE: Todd COUNTS: 1 LEGAL TYPE: Probation Violation Sentence
SENTENCE TYPE: DOC Commit None SuspendedOFFENSE: Theft CODE: 456301
OFFENSE DATE: 1/2/2011 SENTENCE PRONOUNCED: 7/5/2018 SENTENCE
(MONTHS): 36 DOCKET: DC-11-394 COUNTY: Yellowstone JUDGE: Todd COUNTS: 1
LEGAL TYPE: Original Sentence SENTENCE TYPE: DOC Commit Partial
SuspendedOFFENSE: Fraudulently Obtaining Dangerous Drugs CODE: 459104 OFFENSE
DATE: 2/11/2011 SENTENCE PRONOUNCED: 4/19/2012 SENTENCE (MONTHS): 60
DOCKET: DC 22-1541 COUNTY: Yellowstone JUDGE: Linneweber COUNTS: 1 LEGAL
TYPE: Original Sentence SENTENCE TYPE: DOC Commit None SuspendedOFFENSE:
Criminal Possession of Dangerous Drugs CODE: 459102 OFFENSE DATE: 12/3/2022
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SENTENCE PRONOUNCED: 9/26/2023 SENTENCE (MONTHS): 36 DOCKET: DC 23-
0025 COUNTY: Yellowstone JUDGE: Linneweber COUNTS: 1 LEGAL TYPE: Original
Sentence SENTENCE TYPE: DOC Commit None SuspendedOFFENSE: Theft CODE:
456301 OFFENSE DATE: 1/5/2023 SENTENCE PRONOUNCED: 9/26/2023 SENTENCE
(MONTHS): 36
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Friday, August 2, 2024 5:07:05 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 2nd August 2024 17:06

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
Pell Grants

Comment:
The Office of Justice Programs and the Federal Bureau of Prisons have worked alongside the
Department of Education on Pell opportunities since 2016, when Jackson College and 67 other
colleges across 28 states participated in Second Chance Pell. This was a pilot initiated to build
evidence, demand and momentum toward full Pell reinstatement for people who are
incarcerated. By 2022 Second Chance Pell had expanded to over 200 colleges and universities
in 48 states, including two-dozen Historically Black Colleges and Universities and minority
serving institutions. The question is how we will build on this momentum now that Pell has
been broadly reinstated. While the door has been opened to expand educational opportunities
for incarcerated individuals, prisons, jails and educational institutions must step through it and
build the necessary infrastructure. We have seen progress, but many institutions have been
hesitant to embrace correctional education and Prison Education Programs.
https://www.ojp.gov/safe-communities/inside-perspectives/seizing-transformational-moment-
correctional-education?utm_campaign=jpnf&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ljic/public-comments-ljic/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Friday, August 2, 2024 5:10:48 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 2nd August 2024 17:10

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
Job Coach's

Comment:
Winkler created the F.A.C.E. I.T. program in 2021, which stands for family, attitude,
communication, employment, improvement, and taking responsibility. He emphasizes the
importance of employment for offenders to help stop criminal activity from repeating. Those
who are unemployed commit around 82% of serious crimes. “Our employment specials in
each of the areas, they know which entity is hiring and there are all kinds of entities out there
that are hiring, we’d really like to look towards ones that are providing vocations, providing
careers for our people, it’s great for them to work say a fast-food restaurant or something like
that, that’s a job,” said Winkler. https://www.wkrg.com/state-regional/florida/4-florida-
programs-aim-to-reduce-crime-keep-communities-safer/

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ljic/public-comments-ljic/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Sunday, August 4, 2024 4:22:04 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 4th August 2024 16:21

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
Delayed Medical Attention

Comment:
8-4-2024 Law & Justice Interim Committee: There is a constant problem at MSP with the
medication. My son Frederick Maw V [3013416 ] was transferred Friday morning 8/2/24 from
C unit to WRC. There is NO reason that his meds especially since he is on psychiatric
medication should not have been transferred out to WRC with him. At the time of my calls to
the infirmary at 19:30 hrs, multiple times. My son had missed 2 nights of his meds. Without
his meds he has hallucinations, increased anxiety, increased depression, suicidal ideation. As
medical professionals they each took a Hippocratic Oath to do no harm. We all know in the
medical community you DON’T STOP psych meds cold turkey!!! I called Melissa Scharf and
left 2 messages on her phone. I called the infirmary only to have a very rude and very
unprofessional nurse who said she was the nurse in charge. She yelled at me. She hung up on
me. She forwarded me to a nonexistent number. Same with nurse Paul Williams [not listed in
MT.gov Directory]. He hung up on me. Told me to call in 30 minutes then put me on hold.
Neither one would listen just very disrespectful and very unprofessional. This is getting
ridiculous that that we have to fight with the medical staff, constantly, to just stay on top of
your loved ones medications. To make sure that the medical staff is ordering the meds.
Especially psych meds. It took my son over 2 months to get his allergy meds refilled. Both
nurses that were on shift at 19:30 hrs on 8/3/24 need to be talked to about their unprofessional
attitudes. Also changes in policies that meds are transferred with the inmates at time of
transfer, not 24-48 hours later. Inmates need their medications. Some medications, if skipped,
can kill a person. Please fix this problem before someone is killed from a serious situation due
to skipping medication because medical didn’t transfer a med box quickly (which doesn’t take
that long to do). I would like a response back please that my son’s meds are fixed and this
situation has been looked at. Caterina Maw 406-438-6949 Catmaw5@gmail.com Scharf,
Melissa - Corrections - Montana State Prison/Health Services - Montana State Prison 406-415-
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6522 Melissa.Scharf@mt.gov
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Monday, August 5, 2024 9:32:13 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 5th August 2024 21:32

First Name:
aDChbIrPkT

Last Name:
RBzKrlacJeYWDoy

Email Address:
sharon_huneycutt5oxk@outlook.com

Subject:
zBGLZjsoR

Comment:
bQJaDARFvyIEep

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ljic/public-comments-ljic/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 4:34:13 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 7th August 2024 16:34

First Name:
uNrCXJvj

Last Name:
FndgpQvAKHPthD

Email Address:
rwardf1991@gmail.com

Subject:
TEXMlscmPSL

Comment:
qIRSrfPHG

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ljic/public-comments-ljic/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Saturday, August 10, 2024 2:04:40 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 10th August 2024 14:04

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
MSP mis-management

Comment:
Rumor has it that 29 more inmates were shipped to Arizona. 8-5-2024 Gary Hanson 3016777
was/is being threatened by Travis Soderberg [an inmate] What does MSP do when an inmate
feels threatened, they put him/her into solitary confinement; MSP puts the victim in solitary
confinement! After a few days in solitary confinement, they asked Gary if he felt safe? They
moved Gary into a different area of the prison but his new roommate is also the “Cleaner” for
the Block. All of the cleaning materials are kept in their cell. I cannot believe that MSP allows
bulk-cleaning materials to be kept in a cell? Gary is an asthmatic and uses a CPap machine.
Industrial cleaning materials are not odor free and are bad for Gary’s asthma. MSP knew that
Gary has these lung conditions and yet they pull tricks like this. Gary is the inmate with the
swelling legs, they are still swelling, and he cannot walk. Therefore, he uses a walker and
when available he uses a wheel chair. The sidewalk to the mess hall is in poor repair and takes
him 20-30 minutes to travel with the walker and it is difficult to traverse with a wheelchair.
Gary has a “pusher” but the pusher needs a wheel chair to push. The pusher is, basically,
Gary’s legs for all tasks except latrine. How about if we let Gary out on parole. He is not
going to be a threat to anyone, he has a home, he has a daughter who can help him, he has
transportation, and he has retirement income complete with health care. Gary is one of the
inmates MSP shipped to AZ and then had to ship him back because of his medical conditions.
Gary is a needless drain on taxpayer’s dollars. The week of 8-5-2024 "The Offender Search
system (https://app.mt.gov/conweb) is currently down for maintenance. We do not have an
ETA on when the site will be available again. Please check back later. We apologize for the
inconvenience."

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ljic/public-comments-ljic/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Saturday, August 10, 2024 2:29:01 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 10th August 2024 14:28

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
Welding at Billings

Comment:
Welding course offered to inmates at Montana Women's Prison
https://www.kulr8.com/news/welding-course-offered-to-inmates-at-montana-womens-
prison/article_998d8f0e-55d6-11ef-bf26-07954975ab81.html

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ljic/public-comments-ljic/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Saturday, August 10, 2024 2:50:08 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 10th August 2024 14:50

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
Urine Tests

Comment:
About 14 inmates a week are testing positive for meth in Unit A at MSP. You should ask for
data on urine tests and positive tests at MSP and we know it is not the mail since the mail is
now digital.

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ljic/public-comments-ljic/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 11:51:49 AM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 13th August 2024 11:51

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
mammograms

Comment:
What was Montana doing prior to the mobile unit, letting the ladies develop cancer?
Intermountain Health's 3-D mammography program brings its mobile bus to the prison
quarterly and services roughly 30 women per visit. Women over the age of 40 are scheduled
as well as those that require follow-up appointments.

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ljic/public-comments-ljic/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 12:03:32 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 13th August 2024 12:03

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
The solution for everything - "Put them in the Hole!"

Comment:
3016777 Hi randy,Gary called and he wants you to hear this....about 20 after 6 this
morning,John Shaw is his belly,and John jumps out of his bed, he shuts the lights off,Gary was
trying to get his teeth container and John shaw slammed the door shut.so then Gary opened the
door again and turned the light back on,so he could get in his drawers to get his meds,so then
John shaw slammed the door again,shut off the light,then he woke up the neighboring inmates
who were very mad of what John shaw was doing,Gary left and went to the bathroom to clean
his teeth,the when Gary got back to the cell,John shaw had the light on.so then Gary put his
teeth container on the cabinet,then Gary grabbed his coffee cup,John shaw sprayed chemicals
on the floor and window,he said it was so strong and with Gary's asthma Gary couldn't be in
his cell.then John shaw goes to the cage and tells sergeant mollendyke that Gary kicked him in
the leg.So then later in the morning the inmates were asking Gary what's going on,so Gary
told them that what John did to him,the other inmates told Gary that John is a trouble maker,so
the Sargent mollendyke calls to the cage,she asked Gary why did you kick John shaw in the
leg,Gary told her that he didn't,and she called Gary a liar,and she sited with John,then she said
to him oh you still can kick huh,then Gary heard that another inmate called Ross, John had
him to go tell that Gary kicked him,then the investigation started,so then she ( the Sargent
mollendyke) started to talk to witnesses on Gary behalf, they testified that Gary didn't kick
John,and Gary said the inmates testified that John shaw was misusing cleaning chemicals in
lower C8,then after the investgation was over,then when NmGary was sitting on a
chair,Sargent mollendyke came up to him and told Gary that she is moving John shaw out and
she's going to move in Gary's aide worker in your cell,then she told Gary,she said if this
doesn't work,she is going to put Gary in the hole,it wasn't his fault Why do guards think they
have the RIGHT to call people liars? Why do guards intimidate the victims? We know that
Gary can't walk across the room and yet the Guards think he is faking his swollen legs and
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inability to walk.
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 4:16:19 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 13th August 2024 16:16

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
Why MT prison is FULL

Comment:
This is a good example of why Montana Prison is FULL and 180 in AZ, as of last week.
Marlon submitted over 100 pages to the parole board, all reports, of which you have a sample
are very positive. Marlon has completed every class MSP has to offer, over 20. As a tax payer
I want Marlon out, he is a waste of my money. I have submitted 3 pdf files totaling 20 pages.
Happy to send more.

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ljic/public-comments-ljic/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Friday, August 16, 2024 3:14:37 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 16th August 2024 15:14

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
The value of FREE phone Calls for inmates

Comment:
Beginning in late September the Sheriff’s Office will begin offering 15 free minutes of audio
call time per day. In addition, the Sheriff’s Office expects to receive 1,400 tablet devices for
detainees in the city jail next month, an objective that Sheriff Susan Hutson has been working
toward since at least last year. And under a deal with a new telecommunications contractor,
Smart Communications, each detainee will be allowed one free 20-minute video call per week.
https://lailluminator.com/2024/08/14/orleans-jail-calls/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Friday, August 16, 2024 3:17:02 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 16th August 2024 15:16

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
FCC - New regulations on inmate phone calls

Comment:
The board went over the recent FCC (Federal Communications Commission’s Ruling on Rate
Caps for Jail Phone and Video Calls. The FCC voted on July 18 to cap the rates on phone and
video calls for incarcerated people and their families. https://kroxam.com/tri-county-regional-
community-corrections-board-feels-the-fcc-ruling/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Friday, August 16, 2024 3:49:32 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 16th August 2024 15:49

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
Treating Opioid Addiction while In prison OR Jail

Comment:
In its program, DOCR can obtain a mandate through the court requiring a prisoner undergo
treatment. DOCR’s preferred medication, Sublocade, is administered by injection once every
28 days. “We began this in prison because there’s dozens of studies that show this can reduce
illicit opioid use after people are released. It reduces criminal behavior post incarceration. It
reduces mortality. It reduces overdose risk,” Gravning said. She also cited a Rhode Island
Department of Corrections study showing that starting treatment while incarcerated
significantly increased ongoing compliance after release, compared to starting treatment at
release. Medication stabilizes a prisoner by controlling withdrawals and cravings so that
addiction counseling then becomes effective, Gravning said.
https://www.minotdailynews.com/news/local-news/2024/08/commission-hears-benefits-of-
inmate-drug-treatment/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Sunday, August 18, 2024 9:58:09 AM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 18th August 2024 09:58

First Name:
vMsorDFBGk

Last Name:
xHzoGiCcwylAdeS

Email Address:
nancy.augustad3936@yahoo.com

Subject:
srFmwYlZxeOz

Comment:
mrKFkfOqJ
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Monday, August 19, 2024 4:52:22 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 19th August 2024 16:52

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
Drug Treatment Works - Abstinence Does Not

Comment:
Roughly 60% of people who are incarcerated have a substance use disorder, in many cases an
opioid use disorder. When people with addiction leave prison or jail and return to their
communities, they are at very high risk of returning to drug use and overdosing. Their
tolerance to drugs has diminished during incarceration, and fentanyl is pervasive in the street
drug supply. Even one relapse could be fatal. It remains a common belief that simply stopping
someone from taking drugs while in jail or prison is an effective approach to treatment. But
that belief is inaccurate and dangerous. As scientists, we look to research to guide us. And
when research shows strategies with clear benefits, they should be deployed. The Food and
Drug Administration has approved three medications for opioid use disorder: methadone,
buprenorphine, and naltrexone. All three are effective, safe, and lifesaving. But they are
woefully underused, particularly in criminal justice settings.
https://www.statnews.com/2024/07/09/providing-addiction-treatment-prisons-jails/
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Monday, August 19, 2024 8:25:57 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 19th August 2024 20:25

First Name:
Randall

Last Name:
Knowles

Email Address:
KnowlesMontana@Juno.com

Subject:
Virginia Recidivism

Comment:
Governor Youngkin said his plan would help stabilize that returning population and
dramatically lower that recidivism rate. "There are many inputs, but six consistently contribute
to success: 1] a job, 2] secure housing, 3] health care, 4] partnership, which we might call
supervision, we might call mentorship, we might call accountability, we might just call
relationship, and 5] mental health and 6] substance abuse treatment if needed," Youngkin said.
He said pulling together the more than a half-dozen pillars of support - across government -
will achieve that goal.
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Sunday, September 8, 2024 1:14:43 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 8th September 2024 13:14

First Name:
Abdrea

Last Name:
Melle

Email Address:
a.melle@hotmail.com

Subject:
Prison overcrowding/CoreCivic

Comment:
I am writing concerning the issue with the massive amounts of incarcerated with the DOC.
Maybe there are ways to relieve the overcrowding instead of building new facilities or worse
yet, continue to ship inmates out of state! The wait-list for classes is extremely long. Most are
told that they will not see a class needed for parole until a year out from discharge. What is the
point then of even taking the class if you will be released in a year anyways. How are they
even going to attempt to better themselves if there is nothing they can do? So basically we
have given people sentences without parole which means they are in our prisons even longer.
Why do we not have “good time” anymore for the inmates to earn? Isn’t that a good policy for
the inmates and facility? If they know time can be knocked off their sentence, they will strive
to be better inside. And why do we keep rewarding Core Civic with more contracts and
money? They cannot staff Crossroads here in Montana and in fact since they have gotten a
new warden, they are locked down a lot more cause it is “easier”. Just this last week there was
a massive brawl in the chow hall and an inmate fell off his top bunk and it took forever for
anyone to come help him not matter how many times the roommate pushed the emergency
button. He was flighted out within head and spine injuries and probably would have died if his
roommate had not been there. There are also issues happening at Saguaro with the Hawaiian
inmates. What is to say it won’t happen to ours with the lack of oversight? Here are a couple
links to the articles about Saguaro: https://www.civilbeat.org/2024/08/aclu-wants-federal-
authorities-to-probe-recent-murder-violence-at-arizona-prison/
https://www.civilbeat.org/2024/06/prices-have-abruptly-skyrocketed-at-the-arizona-prison-
that-houses-many-hawaii-inmates/ Plus the DOJ is investigating the conditions at a Core Civic
facility in Tennessee. See that release from the DOJ here:
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-civil-rights-investigation-
conditions-tennessees-trousdale Core Civic seems to not have any oversight here or in AZ; out
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of sight, out of mind. DOC can turn the other cheek on anything that happens to Core Civic
inmates. Yes they are inmates, but they are human beings first. Most are not horrific people
and they and their families deserve better and a second chance at life! Our tax dollars should
be spent on safe facilities and not for-profit facilities and facilities that will help these
individuals once released (which most will be released back into our communities and
neighborhoods one day) be better people than when they went in!
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Monday, September 9, 2024 5:01:06 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 9th September 2024 17:00

First Name:
Jackie

Last Name:
Greenwood

Email Address:
jlg001@outlook.com

Subject:
PD 5: Restrict Real ID eligibility to U.S. citizens PD 6: Require citizenship marker on driver's
licenses and identification cards

Comment:
I hope this is done
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From: donotreply@legmt.gov
To: LEG Cmte-LJIC Comment
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Monday, September 9, 2024 5:04:18 PM

Public Comments for the Law and Justice
Interim Committee
Date: 9th September 2024 17:04

First Name:
Lisq

Last Name:
Bonneau

Email Address:
ruabonbon2@yahoo.com

Subject:
D/L requirements

Comment:
I just wanted to let the legislature know that I agree with restricting Montana drivers license to
legal immigrants and Montana residence. Thank you for following through with this in our
legislature as I think that it is very important! I am not sure about the marker pertaining to US
citizenship. In order to obtain a Montana drivers license I think that citizenship should be a
requirement prior to obtaining a license, and therefore should not have to have a mark on the
license.
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