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Rep. Matt Regier, Chair (R) 
Sen. Pat Flowers, Vice Chair (D) 
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Sen. Jason Ellsworth (R) 
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Rep. Derek Harvey (D) 
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Sen. Shannon O'Brien (D) 
Rep. Sue Vinton (R) 
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MEMBERS EXCUSED: 
Rep. Kim Abbott (D) 
Rep. Alice Buckley (D) 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Allison Dunbar, Secretary 
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Todd Everts, Legal Division 
Director 
Jerry Howe, Executive Director 
 
 
AGENDA (Attachment 1) 
 
VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2) 
  

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/LC_Agenda_100324.R1.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/Visitor_Log.pdf
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CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
13:00:00 Presiding Officer Matt Regier called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM. The 

committee secretary took roll. 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UPDATE 
13:01:10 Jerry Howe, Executive Director, Legislative Services Division (LSD) 

 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 
13:03:21 Jerry Howe, Executive Director, Legislative Services Division (LSD) 

EXHIBIT 1 
13:10:11 Rachel Weiss, Research Director, Legislative Services Division 

EXHIBIT 2 
13:11:55 Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers 

13:11:57 Rachel Weiss (LSD) 

13:12:41 Sen. Kenneth Bogner 

13:13:22 Todd Everts, Legal Services Director, (LSD) 

13:14:04 Jerry Howe, (LSD) 
EXHIBIT 3 

 
Council Questions/Discussion 
13:16:04 None 

 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 
13:16:25 Jerry Howe, Executive Director, Legislative Services Division 

 
Council Questions/Discussion 
13:25:06 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

13:25:45 Angie Carter, Financial Manager, Legislative Fiscal Division (LFD) 

13:26:28 Sen. Susan Webber 

13:27:12 Jerry Howe, (LSD) 

13:27:20 Sen. Susan Webber 

13:27:33 Angie Carter, (LFD) 

13:27:42 Sen. Jason Ellsworth 

13:28:04 Rep. Derek Harvey 

13:29:46 Angie Carter 

13:29:54 Vice Presiding Chair Pat Flowers 

13:30:32 Angie Carter 

13:30:49 Vice Presiding Chair Pat Flowers 

13:31:05 Angie Carter 

13:31:35 Rep. Rhonda Knudsen 

13:31:59 Jerry Howe 

13:33:11 Angie Carter 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/PD0060_RW-discussion-draft-session-meetings.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/Interim-Committees-October-2024.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/PD0059_RW-discussion-draft-legislative-print-shop.pdf
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13:33:58 Todd Everts, (LSD) 
EXHIBIT 4 

13:37:11 Rep. Rhonda Knudsen 

13:37:56 Todd Everts 
EXHIBIT 5 

 
LEGISLATIVE PRIVILEGE 
13:39:09 Todd Everts, Legal Services Director, Legislative Services Division  

EXHIBIT 6 
EXHIBIT 7 
EXHIBIT 8 
EXHIBIT 9 
EXHIBIT 10 

 
Council Questions/Discussion 
13:59:08 Sen. Shannon O'Brien 

14:00:50 Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers 

14:01:20 Todd Everts, (LSD) 

14:01:38 Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers 

14:09:29 Sen. Steve Fitzpatrick 

14:10:00 Rep. Derek Harvey 

14:11:23 Todd Everts 

14:13:17 Rep. Derek Harvey 

14:13:42 Sen. Shannon O'Brien 

14:16:06 Todd Everts 

14:18:11 Vice Presiding Officers Pat Flowers 

14:19:03 Todd Everts 

14:22:51 Sen. Susan Webber 

14:23:08 Todd Everts 

14:23:47 Rep. Kim Abbott 

14:24:36 Todd Everts 

14:25:51 Sen. Steve Fitzpatrick 

14:26:07 Todd Everts 

14:26:35 Sen. Steve Fitzpatrick 

14:27:22 Jaret Coles, Deputy Legal Director, Legal Services Division  

14:28:24 Sen. Shannon O'Brien 

14:30:14 Todd Everts 

 
 
Public Comment 
14:31:12 Bob Jones, Helena, MT 

14:36:03 Derf Johnson, Montana Environmental Information Center 
EXHIBIT 11 

14:40:09 Jim Stroush, Writer, and publisher 

https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/PD0031_TE.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/2025%20CC%20Bill_first%20draft.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/Abbott%20Supoena%20Opinion%20and%20Order%20on%20Motion%20to%20Quash.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/Constitutional%20Provisions%20regarding%20legislative%20privlege.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/1995%20Mont.%20Dist.%20LEXIS%20898.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/Email%20regarding%20legislative%20privlege%20FINAL.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/Email%20regarding%20legislative%20privlege%20FINAL.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/Public%20Exhibit%20(Derf%20Johnson).pdf
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14:42:51 Mary Harlow, Helena, MT 

14:45:34 Sen. MaryAnn Dunwell, Helena, MT 

14:51:29 Sen. Andrea Olsen 

15:01:19 Presiding Officer Regier 

 
Motion 
15:01:53 Sen. Kenneth Bogner made a motion for the council to adopt PD60. Rep. 

Harvey carried bill. 
 
Vote 
15:02:13 Carried Unanimously by voice vote. 

 
Motion 
15:03:04 Sen. Kenneth Bogner made a motion for council to adopt PD59. Sen. Steve 

Fitzpatrick will carry the bill. 
 
Vote  
15:03:40 Carried Unanimously by voice vote. 

 
Discussion on the motion  
15:04:33 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

15:04:57 Angie Carter 

 
Motion 
15:06:41 Sen. Kenneth Bogner made a motion for council to adopt PD32. Vice Presiding 

Officer Pat Flowers will carry the bill. 
 
Discussion on the motion  
15:07:29 Sen. Sue Vinton 

15:07:45 Angie Carter 

15:08:09 Rep. Knudsen 

15:09:09 Jerry Howe 

 
Vote 
15:09:48 Carried Unanimously by voice vote. 

 
Motion 
15:10:36 Sen. Kenneth Bogner made a motion for council to adopt PD31. Sen. Susan 

Webber will carry the bill. 
 
Vote 
15:10:39 Carried Unanimously by voice vote. 

 
Motion 
15:11:41 Sen. Kenneth Bogner made a motion for council to adopt PD001. Sen. Susan 

Webber will carry the bill. 
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Vote 
15:11:02 Carried Unanimously by voice vote. 

 
MID RANGE SPACE IMPROVMENT REPORT 
15:12:22 Joe Triem, Deputy Director, Legislative Fiscal Division  

 
Council Questions/Discussion 
15:15:01 Rep. Sue Vinton 

15:17:19 Joe Triem 

15:17:37 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

15:19:12 Joe Triem 

 
HOUSE COMMITTEE RECLASSIFICATION 
15:19:20 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

EXHIBIT 12 
EXHIBIT 13  

 
Council Questions/Discussion 
15:20:49 Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers 

15:21:26 Todd Everts 

15:22:24 Sen. Kenneth Bogner 

15:22:58 Rep. Rhonda Knudsen 

15:24:15 Rep. Sue Vinton 

15:25:01 Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers 

15:25:28 Sen. Steve Fitzpatrick 

15:26:13 Todd Everts 

 
Motion 
15:26:37 Sen. Kenneth Bogner made a motion to recommend swapping classes for 

House Transmittal Committee and Fish Wild Life Park. 
 
Vote 

15:27:12 Carried Unanimously by voice vote. 

 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE LEGISLATURE'S 2027 BIENNIUM REPORT 
15:27:21 Jerry Howe, Executive Director, Legislative Services Division 

 
Council Questions/Discussion 
15:29:08 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE LEGISLATURE'S 2027 BIENNIUM REPORT 
15:30:04 Dale Gow, Chief Information Officer, Legislative Services Division 

EXHIBIT 14 
EXHIBIT 15 

https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/graph-standing-committee-hearing-comparison.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/hearings-by-standing-committee-2023-update.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Information-Technology-Planning/Meetings/2027BienniumITPlanFinalFinal.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/IT%20Reserve%20Request.pdf
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EXHIBIT 16 
EXHIBIT 17 
EXHIBIT 18 

15:30:55  Sen. Kenneth Bogner left the meeting  

 
Council Question/Discussion 
 
15:36:58 Sen. Shannon O'Brien left meeting 

15:37:18 Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers 

15:37:50 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

15:38:14 Sen. Shannon O'Brien, Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers, and Sen. Kenneth 
Bogner returned to the meeting. 

15:48:05 Todd Everts 

15:49:08 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE LEGISLATURE'S 2027 BIENNIUM REPORT- Continued 
15:49:48 Dale Gow, Chief Information Officer, Legislative Services Division  

 
Council Questions/Discussion 
15:51:49 Rep. Rhonda Knudsen 

15:52:07 Dale Gow, LSD 

15:52:39 Rep. Rhonda Knudsen 

15:53:21 Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers 

15:53:40 Dale Gow 

15:54:22 Jerry Howe 

15:56:09 Dale Gow 

15:56:34 Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers 

15:57:03 Dale Gow 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE LEGISLATURE'S 2027 BIENNIUM REPORT- Continued  
15:57:48 Dale Gow, Chief Information Officer, Legislative Services Division 

 
Council Questions/Discussion 
16:01:05 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

16:02:16 Dale Gow 

16:02:50 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

16:03:07 Dale Gow 

16:03:37 Joe Triem 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE LEGISLATURE'S 2027 BIENNIUM REPORT- Continued  
16:04:55 Dale Gow, Chief Information Officer, Legislative Services Division 

16:05:11 Sen. Kenneth Bogner and Rep. Derek Harvey and Vice Presiding Officer Pat 
Flowers left the meeting 

 

https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/OLIS%2026%2027%20Projects.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/OLIS%20BUDGET%20DRAFT.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/OLIS%2024%2025%20Projects.pdf
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Discussion 
16:05:44 None 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE LEGISLATURE'S 2027 BIENNIUM REPORT- Continued  
16:05:54 Dale Gow, Chief Information Officer, Legislative Services Division 

 
Committee Questions/Discussion 
16:06:50 Sen. Shannon O'Brien 

16:07:07 Dale Gow 

16:07:51 Rep. Rhonda Knudsen 

16:08:06 Dale Gow 

16:08:27 Jerry Howe 

16:08:37 Rep. Derek Harvey, Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers, and Sen. Kenneth 
Bogner returned to the meeting. 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE LEGISLATURE'S 2027 BIENNIUM REPORT- Continued  
16:09:29 Dale Gow, Chief Information Officer, Legislative Services Division 

 
Discussion 
16:10:18 Sen. Webber 

16:10:39 Dale Gow 

16:10:45 Sen. Webber 

16:11:41 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE LEGISLATURE'S 2027 BIENNIUM REPORT- Continued  
16:12:04 Dale Gow, Chief Information Officer, Legislative Services Division 

16:12:43 Rep. Derek Harvey 

 
Motion 
16:13:46 Rep. Derek Harvey made a motion to approve the Electric Authentication 

Validation. 
 
Discussion on the motion 
16:14:02 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

16:14:25 Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers 

 
Vote 
16:15:05 Failed unanimously by voice vote. 

 
Motion 
16:15:24 Rep. Derek Harvey made a motion to cut budget in  

 
Substitute Motion 
16:18:24 Rep. Derek Harvey changed motion from 550k to 760k. 



 
 

9 
 

 
Discussion on Substitute Motion  
16:18:39 Dale Gow 

16:19:09 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

16:19:43 Rep. Harvey removed motion 

16:20:01 Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers 

16:20:29 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

16:20:44 Dale Gow 

 
Motion 
16:21:37 Rep. Derek Harvey made a motion to move forward fiber 

 
Motion 
16:22:15 Harvey Network 

 
Motion 
16:22:42 Rep. Derek Harvery made a motion to pass circut 

 
Motion 
16:23:32 Rep. Derek Harvey Telephone made a motion to pass 

 
Motion 
16:24:09 Rep. Derek Harvey made a motion for customer relations to pass it 

 
Discussion on Motions 
16:24:36 Sen. Shannon O'Brien 

16:25:00 Rep. Rhonda Knudsen 

16:25:56 Kyle Schumch- Senate Staff 

16:28:20 Sen. Shannon O'Brien 

16:30:11 Sen. Kenneth Bogner 

16:30:35 Sen. Webber 

16:31:43 Dale Gow 

16:32:00 Vice Presiding Office Pat Flowers 

16:32:34 Rep. Rhonda Knudsen 

16:34:23 Sen. Kenneth Bogner 

16:35:02 Kyle Schmuch 

16:36:33 Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers 

16:37:06 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

16:39:12 Rep. Derek Harvey 

16:39:26 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

16:39:37 Dale Gow 

16:40:03 Rep. Rhonda Knudsen 

16:40:39 Dale Gow 
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PRESENTATION OF THE LEGISLATURE'S 2027 BIENNIUM REPORT- Continued  
16:42:06 Dale Gow, Chief Information Officer, Legislative Services Division 

16:43:15 Sen. Kenneth Bogner left the room 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE LEGISLATURE'S 2027 BIENNIUM REPORT- Continued  
16:44:47 Angie Carter, Fiscal Director, Legislative Fiscal Division (LFD) 

EXHIBIT 19 
16:48:33 Nikki Davison, Budget Analyst, Legislative Fiscal Division (LFD) 

EXHIBIT 20 
16:52:59 Angie Carter 

16:53:30 Rep. Rhonda Knudsen 

16:54:21 Nikki Davison 

 
Motion 
16:54:49 Sen. Kenneth Bogner made a motion to add a 50k line item for Legislator 

education. 
 
Vote  
16:55:00 Carried unanimously  

 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE LEGISLATURE'S 2027 BIENNIUM REPORT- Continued  
16:55:24 Nikki Davison 

EXHIBIT 21 
EXHIBIT 22 

 
Motion 
16:55:40 Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers made a motion to move along the Legislative 

Branch Budget, Governs Office Budget, Program planning office Budget with the 
approval of the Legislative Fiscal and Audit Divisions. 

 
Vote 
16:54:04 Carried unanimously  

 
Discussion 
16:56:44 Presiding Officer Regier 

16:57:13 Dale Gow 
EXHIBIT 23 

 
Motion 
16:57:43 Vice Presiding Officer Pat Flowers made a motion to move the IT reserve 

account request forward and the IT Action Plan. 
 
Discussion on the motion  
16:58:05 Sen. Shannon O’Brien   

 
 

https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/27%20BIEN%20PG20%20BUDGET%20DRAFT.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/PG21%20BUDGET%20DRAFT.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/PG27%20BUDGET%20DRAFT.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/PG28%20BUDGET%20DRAFT.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2023-2024/Legislative%20Council/OCTOBER%202024/ITReserve.pdf
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Vote  
16:58:28 Carried unanimously  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
16:59:20 None 

 
Discussion 
17:00:00 Sen. Kenneth Bogner 

17:00:24 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

17:00:44 Sen. Shannon O’Brien 

17:00:56 Rep. Sue Vinton 

 
Legislative Calendar  
17:03:17 Sen. Kenneth Bogner 

17:05:55 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

 
 
OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS 
17:06:28 Presiding Officer Matt Regier 

17:06: 29 Rep. Derek Harvey 

17:06:55 Todd Everts 

17:07:26 Sen. Shannon O'Brien 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Adjournment: 17:08:11  

 


