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July 10, 2024

OUR VISION:
To lead the expansion and enhancement of passenger rail service 
throughout Montana and the greater northwest region for the 

development of economic, environmental, social, and 
comprehensive benefits, now and into the future.

OUR MISSION:

To further the health, safety, and economic prosperity of the 
region by advocating for rail as a public transportation option. 

Authorized by state statute as a regional rail authority (MCA 7‐14‐1621)
Formed in November 2020

First board meeting in January 2021
First in‐person board meeting in August 2021
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Board Composition
• Member counties
• BNSF
• Amtrak
• Montana Dept. of Transportation
• CSKT, Crow, and Northern Cheyenne Tribes
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PLANNING PARTNERSHIPS OUTREACH
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Seattle – Chicago
Selected Proposed Preferred Route 

and Optional Alignments Considered

Provides geographic coverage and 
responds to stakeholder input by 
restoring the stakeholder preferred 
segment connecting Yakima.

Further analysis after completion 
of this study would be necessary 
to advance the preferred routes 

through project planning and 
project development activities 

prior to implementation.

7

El Paso – Billings
Selected Proposed Preferred Route 
and Optional Alignments Considered

Best addresses the 
evaluation criteria for travel 
demand, rural accessibility, 
and geographic coverage.

Further analysis after completion 
of this study would be necessary 
to advance the preferred routes 

through project planning and 
project development activities 

prior to implementation.
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What the Service Means for 
Communities

• New transportation and tourism jobs & economic opportunities.

• Stronger, healthier communities—including rural and tribal areas.

• A “working tool” for businesses, farmers and ranchers, schools and 
universities, health care and other civic institutions.

• Revival of small parcel delivery service.

• Stimulates new housing & businesses near stations and transit points.

• Better freight rail capacity, safety, and performance.
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FOUNDERS 
AWARD

•Sen. Dennis Nathe
•Sen. Mike Halligan
•Rep. Linda Nelson
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Bigskyrail.org


