NATIONAL PARK SERVICE SEASON

L
AND TIME RESTRICTIONS FOR BICYCLE
USE

OVERVIEW

At the Transportation Interim Committee’s July 10 meeting, members discussed options to address safety of
bicyclists and drivers on roads with reduced visibility (due to geography or weather) and those that have
shoulders measuring less than four feet. [t was noted that Glacier National Park has seasonal and time restrictions
for bicycle use. The committee requested additional information on the National Park Service’s (NPS) authority to
enact those restrictions, as well as information on other states that may have such restrictions. This document will
provide an overview of the NPS authority, and for other state information, the National Conference of State
Legislatures (NCSL) has provided a memo, posted on the committee’s webpage,! that reviews other statutes with
similar provisions.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AUTHORITY FOR BICYCLE USE
RESTRICTION

SOURCE OF AUTHORITY

The U.S. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) provides the National Park Service with authority to restrict bicycle use
on roads under 36 CFR §4.30(f).2 Under this regulation, the NPS superintendent may “limit or restrict or impose
conditions on bicycle use or may close any park road, parking area, administrative road, trail or portion thereof to
bicycle use, or terminate such condition, closure, limit, or restriction.” To take these actions, the superintendent
must take into consideration public health and safety, natural and cultural resource protection, and other
management activities and objectives, as well as provide public notification as outlined in the CFR.

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK CURRENT RESTRICTIONS

According to NPS webpage for Glacier National Park,3 as of August 30, 2024, bicycles are prohibited going both
eastbound and westbound between 3 PM and 6 PM from May 24 through September 8. The webpage cites the
reasons for the closure as due to busy traffic on the road, limited sight distance, exposed ledges, and sections of
narrow, steep, and winding road.
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https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/tic/meeting-info/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-36/chapter-I/part-4
https://www.nps.gov/glac/planyourvisit/bicycling.htm
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