CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

To: Katy Callon, research analyst, Montana Legislature
From: Matt Wicks, policy associate, NCSL

Date: Aug. 30, 2024

Subject: Seasonal restrictions on highway bicycle use
OVERVIEW

At the state-level, it does not appear that states have laws that explicitly restrict the use of bicycles on
highways during specific times or seasons. Of recently introduced legislation, Massachusetts currently has a
pending bill more in line with the example you shared from Montana [Glacier National Park seasonal and time
restriction]. More information on this bill can be found in the pending legislation section.

It appears that 16 states—California, Arizona, lllinois, Indiana, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Nevada, New Jersey, New York, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, Washington, West Virginia and Wisconsin—have
statutes that grant authority to either state departments of transportation, local governments, or other
specific commissions and authorities, or a combination of the three, to prohibit bicycle use on highways.
However, none give mention to seasonality. More information on these bills can be found in the section titled,
“STATE STATUTES.”

It is possible that states that grant authority to state departments of transportation, local governments, or
other specific entities gives them the ability to prohibit bicycle use at their discretion, which may include the
ability to seasonally restrict bicycle use on highways or portions of it.

Please note that NCSL takes no position on state legislation or laws mentioned in linked material, nor does
NCSL endorse any third-party publications; resources are cited for informational purposes only.

PENDING LEGISLATION
Massachusetts
HB 2992 (2024) — Cobble Mountain Road

Grants authority to the Division of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance to open Cobble Mountain
Road throughout the towns of Blandford, Granville and Russell to periodically restrict recreational use of the
road during certain hours, provided the road remain accessible from sunrise to sunset to allow for pedestrian
foot traffic, bicycle traffic and equestrian traffic.

STATE STATUTES
Please note this list is not exhaustive, and it is possible additional bills related to highway restriction rule
setting can be found in statute.
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https://malegislature.gov/Bills/193/H2992/House/Bill/Text#:%7E:text=SECTION%201.%20Notwithstanding%20any%20general%20or%20special%20law%20to,for%20pedestrian%20foot%20traffic%2C%20bicycle%20traffic%20%2C%20and%20equestrian%20traffic.

California

Vehicle Code §21960(a)

Grants authority to the state DOT and local governments by order, ordinance, or resolution to prohibit or
restrict the use of freeways, expressways, or portions of freeways and expressways to bicycles.

Arizona

State St. §28-733

The director may, and local authorities by ordinance may, prohibit the use of any part of a controlled access
highway under their respective jurisdictions by pedestrians, bicycles or other nonmotorized traffic or by any
person operating a motor driven cycle.

lllinois
625 State St. 5/11-711(b)
The DOT may prohibit the use of any controlled access highway by bicycles.

Indiana
State Code §9-21-8-20
The DOT may by resolution or order prohibit the use of a highway by bicycles.

Louisiana

Rev. St. §32:263

The use of any Louisiana interstate highway be pedestrians, bicycles, or other non-motorized vehicles is
prohibited.

Maine
Rev. St. Title 29-A, Ch.19, §2052(5)
The DOT or local government may prohibit the use of a highway by bicycle.

Maryland

Transpo. Code §21-313

The State Highway Administration, by order, or any local authority, by ordinance, may prohibit the use of any
controlled access highway in its jurisdiction by parades, low speed vehicles, funeral processions, bicycles, or
other nonmotorized traffic or by any person operating a motorcycle.

Massachusetts

Rev. St. Ch.85, §2B

The DOT for purpose of promoting public safety upon limited access and express state highways, may from
time to time make, alter, rescind or add to regulations to exclude, govern and restrict the use of such state
highways by horse-drawn vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, and vehicles determined by the department.

Nevada

Rev. St. §484B.593

The DOT may, after consideration with the Nevada Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board, may require by
permit or prohibit the use of a highway by bicycles.

New lJersey
Rev. St. Title 27 §7A-6



https://codes.findlaw.com/ca/vehicle-code/veh-sect-21960/#:%7E:text=The%20Department%20of,motorized%20board.
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/28/00733.htm
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=062500050HCh.+11+Art.+XIV&ActID=1815&ChapterID=49&SeqStart=127050000&SeqEnd=132200000#:%7E:text=The%20Department%20with%20respect%20to%20any%20controlled%20access%20highway%20under%20its%20jurisdiction%20may%20prohibit%20the%20use%20of%20any%20such%20highways%20by%20pedestrians%20(except%20in%20authorized%20areas%20or%20facilities)%2C%20bicycles%2C
https://law.justia.com/codes/indiana/title-9/article-21/chapter-8/section-9-21-8-20/
https://law.justia.com/codes/louisiana/revised-statutes/title-32/rs-32-263/#:%7E:text=The%20use%20of%20any%20Louisiana%20interstate%20highway%20by%20pedestrians%2C%20bicycles%2C%20or%20other%20non%2Dmotorized%20vehicles%20is%20prohibited.
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/29-A/title29-Asec2052.html#:%7E:text=Limiting%20use.%C2%A0,PL%202009%2C%20c.
https://law.justia.com/codes/maryland/transportation/title-21/subtitle-3/section-21-313/#:%7E:text=The%20State%20Highway%20Administration%2C%20by%20order%2C%20or%20any%20local%20authority%2C%20by%20ordinance%2C%20may%20prohibit%20the%20use%20of%20any%20controlled%20access%20highway%20in%20its%20jurisdiction%20by%20parades%2C%20low%20speed%20vehicles%2C%20funeral%20processions%2C%20bicycles%2C%20or%20other%20nonmotorized%20traffic%20or%20by%20any%20person%20operating%20a%20motorcycle.
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIV/Chapter85/Section2B#:%7E:text=The%20department%20for,by%20the%20department%2C
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-484b.html#NRS484BSec593:%7E:text=NRS%E2%80%82484B.593%E2%80%82%E2%80%82Restrictions,revision%20for%20NRS%20484.313)
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-jersey/title-27/section-27-7a-6/

The DOTCommissioner may prohibit the use ofbicycles on limited access highways under the DOT’s
jurisdiction.

New York

Highway Law §316

The authorities having charge or control of any highway, public street, park, parkway, driveway, or place, shall
have no power or authority to pass, enforce or maintain any ordinance, rule or regulation by which any person
using a bicycle or tricycle shall be excluded or prohibited from the free use of any highway, public street,
avenue, roadway, driveway, parkway, park, or place, at any time when the same is open to the free use of
persons having and using other pleasure carriages, except upon such driveway, speedway or road as has been
or may be expressly set apart by law for the exclusive use of horses and light carriages.

Oklahoma
State St. §47-11-313

The DOT, Oklahoma Transportation Authority, or local government may prohibit the use of bicycles on
controlled-access highways under their jurisdiction.

Rhode Island

Gen. Laws §31-15-15(a)

The state traffic commission may, by resolution or order entered in its minutes, and local authorities may by
ordinance with respect to any controlled-access roadway under their respective jurisdictions, prohibit the use
of a roadway by pedestrians, bicycles, or other non-motorized traffic or by any person operating a motor
driven cycle.

Washington

Rev. St. §46.61.160

The department of transportation may by order, and local authorities may by ordinance or resolution, with
respect to any limited access highway under their respective jurisdictions prohibit the use of any such highway
by funeral processions, or by parades, pedestrians, bicycles or other nonmotorized traffic, or by any person
operating a motor-driven cycle.

West Virginia
State Code §17C-7-13

The state road commission and local governments may by resolution, order, or ordinance prohibit the use of
any controlled-access roadway by a bicycle.

Wisconsin
Rev. St. §349-105

The authority in charge of maintenance of an expressway or freeway may, by order, ordinance, or resolution,
prohibit the use of the listed roadways by bicycles.



https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/HAY/316
https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/title-47/section-47-11-313/#:%7E:text=The%20Department%20of%20Transportation%2C%20the,person%20operating%20a%20motor%2Ddriven
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE31/31-15/31-15-15.htm
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.160
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/17C-7-13/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/349/ii/105#:%7E:text=349.105%E2%80%83%20Authority%20to,such%20prohibition%20applies.

