
January 30, 2023
Chair Denley Loge
1296 4 Mile Road
St. Regis, MT 59866-9610

Vice Chair Neil Duram
P.O. Box 1226
Eureka, MT 59917-1226

Vice Chair Dave Fern
211 Dakota Ave
Whitefish, MT 59937-2205

Dear Chair Loge, Vice Chair Duram, Vice Chair Fern, and honorable members of the
Transportation Committee,

The Autonomous Vehicle Industry Association (“AVIA”) writes to express our opposition
to HB 339, as currently drafted, as well as our desire to work with the legislature and
stakeholders to develop a regulatory framework for autonomous vehicles (“AVs”) that will better
enable AV operators to bring the many benefits of AVs to Montana. Such benefits include
improving safety on Montana roadways, expanding access to mobility, and increasing efficiency
across goods movement. Understanding that the Transportation Interim Committee conducted a
study on AVs last year and decided not to recommend AV legislation this session, we encourage
the Committee to vote against HB 339 and work with stakeholders in advance of the 2025
regular session to develop a framework that supports the safe and swift deployment of AVs.

By way of background, AVIA has members in Montana and is comprised of the world’s
leading technology, ridesharing, trucking, and automotive companies. Our mission is to realize
the benefits of autonomous vehicles (i.e., SAE Levels 4- and 5-capable vehicles equipped with
automated driving systems that are capable of driving the vehicle without human intervention)
and support the safe and expeditious deployment of these technologies. As members of this
Committee may know, AVs also rely on a suite of technology solutions, including LiDAR which
is developed here in Montana.

As currently written, HB 339 jeopardizes the future of both AVs and the AV industry in
Montana. While a regulatory framework that supports the deployment of AVs would better equip
Montana’s transportation system, environment, and workforce to take advantage of the benefits
presented by AVs, HB 339 would not create such a framework. Instead, by prohibiting AV
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operations except as provided by a rulemaking—with no date certain associated with such
rules—and establishing novel liability standards, the bill differs significantly from any other
state’s approach to AV regulation and is inconsistent with an approach that supports AV
deployment. As a result, we are concerned that HB 339 would forestall AV investment,
development, and operations in Montana.

It is our view that if Montana chooses to take legislative action with respect to AVs, such
action should be premised on (i) establishing a comprehensive AV program that allows for
deployment of such vehicles through legislation, rather than regulation, (ii) removing
impediments to the safe testing or deployment of such vehicles, and (iii) creating a
pro-competitive and level playing field that allows all companies an equal opportunity to bring
their technology to Montana roads. AVs have the potential to usher in a new era of mobility, with
incredible potential to make Montana’s transportation system safer, more efficient, and more
accessible. As expressed to the Transportation Interim Committee, we strongly believe Montana
should support policies that increase access to safety-enhancing vehicle features like automated
driving systems, and it is important that policies do not inadvertently foreclose a future with
AVs. However, as we do not believe HB 339 would support AV operations in the state, we
respectfully oppose the bill as written.

AVs have tremendous safety, mobility, and efficiency benefits, holding the potential both
to save lives and to change the way we move. The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration estimates that nearly 32,000 Americans died in traffic crashes within the first
nine months of 2022, after nearly 43,000 traffic deaths occurred in 2021—representing a 16-year
high and an 11% increase in fatalities from 2020. These fatality numbers reveal a pattern of
increasingly unsafe driving that is occurring in Montana and across the country. Rather than
increase barriers to AV deployment, Montana should take steps to support AVs, which hold the
potential to address this startling trend by reducing fatal traffic crashes because, unlike human
drivers, AVs will never drive drunk, drowsy, or distracted—all major contributors to roadway
deaths. 

Moreover, Montana is home to thousands of individuals—including seniors and those
with visual impairments—who would benefit greatly from the increased mobility that AVs could
provide. For individuals like these, AVs hold tremendous potential to transform mobility,
broaden economic participation, and support greater independence. In addition to offering these
safety and mobility benefits, AVs can also help reduce traffic congestion, improve environmental
quality, and advance transportation efficiency. In particular, autonomous heavy-duty vehicles that
operate in interstate commerce hold the promise of increasing the safety and efficiency of freight
movement. According to a recent study funded by the U.S. Department of Transportation and
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Federal Highway Administration, automating long-haul trucking will spur $111 billion in
aggregate investment spending across the U.S. economy, increase total U.S. employment by
26,400 to 35,100 jobs per year on average, and raise annual earnings for all U.S. workers by
more than $200 per worker per year.

We feel confident that the state’s intent is to promote the safety of Montana roadways;
AVIA shares this goal. To help us achieve our shared goal, we encourage the legislature to work
with stakeholders to develop a framework for AV regulation and address AV regulation during
the 2025 regular session. Therefore, we recommend that the Committee oppose HB 339 at this
time. We appreciate the opportunity to express our concerns and would welcome further
discussions.

Sincerely,

/s/

Jeff Farrah
Executive Director
Autonomous Vehicle Industry Association
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