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Guardianship/Conservatorship 
Cases in Montana District Courts



Guardianship/Conservatorship 
Cases in Montana Supreme Court

• 760 appeals in 2024

• 2 guardianship/conservator appeals in 2025

 * Grandparent guardianship of minor 

child (In re A.D.H.)

 * Challenge to POA conflicted with 

conservatorship order (In re S.H.C.)



UNIFORM LAW COMMISSION



Uniform Guardianship, 
Conservatorship, and Other 
Protective Arrangements Act

• History

• Modernization of Guardianship Law

• Endorsements

• Structure

• Innovations

• Reasons to Enact
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Endorsements

The National Guardianship Association was involved 

with the drafting of the Uniform Act with the help of 

the AARP, American Bar Association, Alzheimer’s 

Association, Center for Guardianship Certification, 

National Center for State Courts, National College of 

Probate Judges, the ARC, the National Academy of 

Elder Law Attorneys, and the National Disability 

Rights Network.



Structure
• I – Definitions and General Provisions

• II – Guardianship of M inors

• III – Guardianship of Adults

• IV – Conservatorships for Both M inors and Adults

• V – Less Restrictive Protective Arrangements

• VI – Optional Forms to Conduct Capability and Needs 

Assessments

• VII – M iscellaneous Provisions



Innovations

• Person-Centered Planning

• Express Decision-Making Standard

• Enhanced Notice

• Guaranteed Visitation and Communication

• Less-Restrictive Alternatives

• Enhanced Procedural Rights

• Updated Terminology



Reasons to Enact

• Person-Centered P lanning

• Promotes Independence

• Helps Leverage Court Resources

• Protects Legal Rights

• Clear Guidance to Guardians and Conservators

• Prevents Isolation

• Created by Guardianship Experts



Uniform Act Curbs Elder Abuse

• Notice

• Guardianship Plan

• Duties and Standards for Decision-Making

• Appointment Procedures

• Limited Powers

• Less-Restrictive Alternatives

• Restrictions on Fees



Legislative Activity on 
Uniform Act

• Kansas – Enacted 4/10/25

• Alaska – Introduced 5/16/25

• Colorado – Introduced 4/9/25

• Idaho – Introduced 3/20/25



More Information

https://www.uniformlaws.org /viewdocument/ena

ctment-kit-25?CommunityKey=2eba8654-8871-

4905-ad38-aabbd573911c&tab=librarydocuments

https://www.uniformlaws.org/viewdocument/enactment-kit-25?CommunityKey=2eba8654-8871-4905-ad38-aabbd573911c&tab=librarydocuments
https://www.uniformlaws.org/viewdocument/enactment-kit-25?CommunityKey=2eba8654-8871-4905-ad38-aabbd573911c&tab=librarydocuments
https://www.uniformlaws.org/viewdocument/enactment-kit-25?CommunityKey=2eba8654-8871-4905-ad38-aabbd573911c&tab=librarydocuments


THANK YOU

Hon. Gregory G. Pinski (Ret.)

520 3 rd Avenue North

Great Falls, MT 59401

(406) 727-3550

greg@mttrials.com
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