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Mental Illness 

HomelessnessSubstance use

Behavioral Health in 
the criminal justice 
system

Crime



Why Care about 
Mental Health in 
Criminal Justice?

• Safer communities
• Reduce homelessness
• Save taxpayer money
• Moral imperative
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• 57 arrests since 2014 (Missoula only) with 700+ jail 
days (Missoula only). Recently got off probation for 
burglary (un-supervisable, couldn’t revoke because 
she cannot be made fit)

• MH Diagnoses of Schizophrenia, Bi-polar and 
      anti social personality disorder + TBI as a child.      
      Consistently unfit to proceed since 2020. 

• Significant substance abuse history
 
• 15 MSH admissions since 2013

 3 Forensic commitments
 12 Civil commitments
 Average stay has been 3.5 months (over 4 years 

total)

• 8 Children born in the last 10 years.  All taken away.  
Last child born while in MSH in 2022.

• Missoula Jail costs of approximately $85,000; 
Hospital costs of approximately $2.1 (at $1200/day)

Meet Jane



Why are County Attorney’s 
dealing with this?:

Pre-1960’s period of mass 
institutionalization
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East Louisiana State Mental Hospital in 
Jackson, Louisiana, 1963Pilgrim State Hospital, Brentwood, N.Y., 1938



Well-meaning 
Reforms, 
Unintended 
Consequences:

Mental Health Act, 
October 31, 1963: Goal 
was to build mental 
health centers accessible 
to all Americans to live 
and work close to home 
rather than live in 
inhumane institutions. 
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Rosemary Kennedy, 1938, 
Ireland during a time her 
father was ambassador to 
the U.K.
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Unintended 
consequences
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Population of MT State Hospital Warm Springs

1900 beds

1,112 beds

https://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/ark:80444/xv86189
https://montanafreepress.org/2022/07/25/montanas-push-for-inpatient-mental-health-and-addiction-treatment/
https://dphhs.mt.gov/healthcarefacilities/msh/MissionStatement

• 174 licensed 
Civil Beds

• 42 group home 
beds

• 54 forensic 
beds 

• (270 beds total)
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https://www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/jails2024/MT_incarceration_rates_1978-2022.html

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/jails2024/MT_incarceration_rates_1978-2022.html
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/jails2024/MT_incarceration_rates_1978-2022.html
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/jails2024/MT_incarceration_rates_1978-2022.html
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https://cops.usdoj.gov/html/dispatch/05-2022/mental_health_reentry.html
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Suicide rates 
compared to 
treatment beds
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BMC psychiatry, April 2020,

https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Trend-of-Mental-Health-Facilities-Supply-and-Suicide-Mortality-in-the-United-States_fig1_340927649


Suicide Rates in 
MT
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Docket Number County of Residence Sex Est. Admission to MSH Days in Jail since 
Ordered to MSH Order Type

Offense
DC-14-43 Missoula Res Male 221 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault with Weapon 2x

DC-21-418 Ravalli Co. Female 146 Fitness Evaluation Assault on a PO, Obstructing
DC-23-144 Kalispell Female #73 350 Sentenced DPHHS Burglary
DC-23-58 L&C County Male #11 584 Sentenced DPHHS Burlgary x3, Theft x2, Crim Trespass x2 Disorderly, Resisting

DC-23-728 Missoula Res Male #32 510 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Arson
DC-23-735 Missoula Res Male 172 Sentenced DPHHS Assault w/ a Weapon, Obstructing
DC-23-801 Missoula Res Male 188 Sentenced DPHHS Burglary

DC-24-17/334 Missoula Res Male #14 552 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon x2/Assault on a PO x2
DC-24-21 Ravalli Co Male #14 309 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon

DC-24-221 Missoula Res Male #44 432 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault on a PO, PFMA 1st, Resisting
DC-24-231 billings Male #30 476 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Asasult on a PO, Crim Mischief, Resisting, Assault
DC-24-327 Recently Missoula, from WI. Male #47 490 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon
DC-24-524 Missoula Res Male #70 164 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Intimidation, Privacy in Communications
DC-24-530 Moses Lake WA Male 188 Unknown Intimidation/Privacy in Communications
DC-24-575 Missoula Res Male 280 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Criminal Endangerment
DC-24-590 Missoula Res Male 181 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Threats/ Improper Influence, Resisting
DC-24-644 Billings Male 680 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Robbery, Agg Burglary
DC-24-673 Missoula Res Female Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon
DC-24-676 Missoula Res Male 164 Unfit to Proceed - RTC CPDD, Theft
DC-24-711 Missoula res Male 238 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Sexual Abuse of Children
DC-24-717 From Kalispell Male #71 328 Fitness Evaluation Assault with a Weapon

DC-24-81/225 Missoula Res
Male #56 335 Unfit to Proceed - RTC PFMA 1st and 2nd/ Threats/ Improper Influence, Disorderly, Crim Mischief

DC-25-284 Missoula Res Male 161 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon, Crim Mischief x3
DC-25-67 Hill County Male 206 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon , Crim Mischief (F), Crim Trespass

Missoula Jail Mental Health commitment Population snapshot
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Docket Number County of Residence Sex Est. Admission to MSH Days in Jail since 
Ordered to MSH Order Type

Offense
DC-14-43 Missoula Res Male 221 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault with Weapon 2x

DC-21-418 Ravalli Co. Female 146 Fitness Evaluation Assault on a PO, Obstructing
DC-23-144 Kalispell Female #73 350 Sentenced DPHHS Burglary
DC-23-58 L&C County Male #11 584 Sentenced DPHHS Burlgary x3, Theft x2, Crim Trespass x2 Disorderly, Resisting

DC-23-728 Missoula Res Male #32 510 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Arson
DC-23-735 Missoula Res Male 172 Sentenced DPHHS Assault w/ a Weapon, Obstructing
DC-23-801 Missoula Res Male 188 Sentenced DPHHS Burglary

DC-24-17/334 Missoula Res Male #14 552 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon x2/Assault on a PO x2
DC-24-21 Ravalli Co Male #14 309 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon

DC-24-221 Missoula Res Male #44 432 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault on a PO, PFMA 1st, Resisting
DC-24-231 billings Male #30 476 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Asasult on a PO, Crim Mischief, Resisting, Assault
DC-24-327 Recently Missoula, from WI. Male #47 490 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon
DC-24-524 Missoula Res Male #70 164 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Intimidation, Privacy in Communications
DC-24-530 Moses Lake WA Male 188 Unknown Intimidation/Privacy in Communications
DC-24-575 Missoula Res Male 280 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Criminal Endangerment
DC-24-590 Missoula Res Male 181 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Threats/ Improper Influence, Resisting
DC-24-644 Billings Male 680 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Robbery, Agg Burglary
DC-24-673 Missoula Res Female Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon
DC-24-676 Missoula Res Male 164 Unfit to Proceed - RTC CPDD, Theft
DC-24-711 Missoula res Male 238 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Sexual Abuse of Children
DC-24-717 From Kalispell Male #71 328 Fitness Evaluation Assault with a Weapon

DC-24-81/225 Missoula Res
Male #56 335 Unfit to Proceed - RTC PFMA 1st and 2nd/ Threats/ Improper Influence, Disorderly, Crim Mischief

DC-25-284 Missoula Res Male 161 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon, Crim Mischief x3
DC-25-67 Hill County Male 206 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon , Crim Mischief (F), Crim Trespass

Missoula Jail Mental Health commitment Population snapshot

40% not Missoula 
Residents
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Docket Number County of Residence Sex Est. Admission to MSH Days in Jail since 
Ordered to MSH Order Type

Offense
DC-14-43 Missoula Res Male 221 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault with Weapon 2x

DC-21-418 Ravalli Co. Female 146 Fitness Evaluation Assault on a PO, Obstructing
DC-23-144 Kalispell Female #73 350 Sentenced DPHHS Burglary
DC-23-58 L&C County Male #11 584 Sentenced DPHHS Burlgary x3, Theft x2, Crim Trespass x2 Disorderly, Resisting

DC-23-728 Missoula Res Male #32 510 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Arson
DC-23-735 Missoula Res Male 172 Sentenced DPHHS Assault w/ a Weapon, Obstructing
DC-23-801 Missoula Res Male 188 Sentenced DPHHS Burglary

DC-24-17/334 Missoula Res Male #14 552 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon x2/Assault on a PO x2
DC-24-21 Ravalli Co Male #14 309 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon

DC-24-221 Missoula Res Male #44 432 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault on a PO, PFMA 1st, Resisting
DC-24-231 billings Male #30 476 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Asasult on a PO, Crim Mischief, Resisting, Assault
DC-24-327 Recently Missoula, from WI. Male #47 490 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon
DC-24-524 Missoula Res Male #70 164 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Intimidation, Privacy in Communications
DC-24-530 Moses Lake WA Male 188 Unknown Intimidation/Privacy in Communications
DC-24-575 Missoula Res Male 280 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Criminal Endangerment
DC-24-590 Missoula Res Male 181 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Threats/ Improper Influence, Resisting
DC-24-644 Billings Male 680 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Robbery, Agg Burglary
DC-24-673 Missoula Res Female Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon
DC-24-676 Missoula Res Male 164 Unfit to Proceed - RTC CPDD, Theft
DC-24-711 Missoula res Male 238 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Sexual Abuse of Children
DC-24-717 From Kalispell Male #71 328 Fitness Evaluation Assault with a Weapon

DC-24-81/225 Missoula Res
Male #56 335 Unfit to Proceed - RTC PFMA 1st and 2nd/ Threats/ Improper Influence, Disorderly, Crim Mischief

DC-25-284 Missoula Res Male 161 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon, Crim Mischief x3
DC-25-67 Hill County Male 206 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon , Crim Mischief (F), Crim Trespass

Missoula Jail Mental Health commitment Population snapshot

13% of jail population 
has been committed to 

DPHHS
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Docket Number County of Residence Sex Est. Admission to MSH Days in Jail since 
Ordered to MSH Order Type

Offense
DC-14-43 Missoula Res Male 221 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault with Weapon 2x

DC-21-418 Ravalli Co. Female 146 Fitness Evaluation Assault on a PO, Obstructing
DC-23-144 Kalispell Female #73 350 Sentenced DPHHS Burglary
DC-23-58 L&C County Male #11 584 Sentenced DPHHS Burlgary x3, Theft x2, Crim Trespass x2 Disorderly, Resisting

DC-23-728 Missoula Res Male #32 510 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Arson
DC-23-735 Missoula Res Male 172 Sentenced DPHHS Assault w/ a Weapon, Obstructing
DC-23-801 Missoula Res Male 188 Sentenced DPHHS Burglary

DC-24-17/334 Missoula Res Male #14 552 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon x2/Assault on a PO x2
DC-24-21 Ravalli Co Male #14 309 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon

DC-24-221 Missoula Res Male #44 432 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault on a PO, PFMA 1st, Resisting
DC-24-231 billings Male #30 476 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Asasult on a PO, Crim Mischief, Resisting, Assault
DC-24-327 Recently Missoula, from WI. Male #47 490 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon
DC-24-524 Missoula Res Male #70 164 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Intimidation, Privacy in Communications
DC-24-530 Moses Lake WA Male 188 Unknown Intimidation/Privacy in Communications
DC-24-575 Missoula Res Male 280 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Criminal Endangerment
DC-24-590 Missoula Res Male 181 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Threats/ Improper Influence, Resisting
DC-24-644 Billings Male 680 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Robbery, Agg Burglary
DC-24-673 Missoula Res Female Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon
DC-24-676 Missoula Res Male 164 Unfit to Proceed - RTC CPDD, Theft
DC-24-711 Missoula res Male 238 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Sexual Abuse of Children
DC-24-717 From Kalispell Male #71 328 Fitness Evaluation Assault with a Weapon

DC-24-81/225 Missoula Res
Male #56 335 Unfit to Proceed - RTC PFMA 1st and 2nd/ Threats/ Improper Influence, Disorderly, Crim Mischief

DC-25-284 Missoula Res Male 161 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon, Crim Mischief x3
DC-25-67 Hill County Male 206 Unfit to Proceed - RTC Assault w/ a Weapon , Crim Mischief (F), Crim Trespass

Missoula Jail Mental Health commitment Population snapshot

Average wait = 8-12 
months



Paradox of Meth Induced 
Psychosis.  

• Meth induced psychosis can render 
you unfit, but may not qualify as a 
Mental Disease or Defect 

• “[MDD] does not include, but may 
co-occur with…drug or alcohol 
intoxication.” MCA 46-14-101

• Up to 36.5% of meth users 
experience psychosis at some 
point.  

• 10-28% of patients with Meth 
psychosis continued to display 
psychosis for more than 6 months.  

• Another study showed that 28% of 
meth users continued to display 
“schizophrenia-like symptoms 8-12 
years following abstinence”
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Wearne TA and Cornish JL (2018) A Comparison of Methamphetamine-Induced Psychosis and 
Schizophrenia:  A Review of Positive, Negative, and Cognitive Symptomatology. Front. 
Psychiatry 9:491. doi: 10.3389/fpsyt.2018.00491

https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/psychiatry/articles/10.3389/fpsyt.2018.00491/full#h12

https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/psychiatry/articles/10.3389/fpsyt.2018.00491/full#h12


• 60% of METH-dependent individuals sampled in the USA 
reported at least one type of psychotic symptom. 

• Overall, recreational METH users are two to three times more 
likely to experience psychotic symptoms than the general 
population, with their risk increasing if they began using METH 
at a younger age or if large amounts of METH are administered. 

• Regular METH users, on the other hand, are 11 times more 
likely to experience psychosis than the general population, with 
the average time between first use and onset of psychosis being 
1.7 years. 

• Furthermore, users of crystallized METH are more likely to 
report psychotic symptoms compared to other forms of METH, 
suggesting that the type and route of administration may be 
important factors in determining the likelihood of psychotic 
symptoms.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6191498/
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6191498/


Is your jail set up to be a 
mental health hospital?

20



21

Missoula County spends approximately 
$1 Million per year housing committed 

DPHHS Inmates
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Stop the revolving door:

• Fix Discharge Planning from
Warm Springs to avoid future 
Commitments or crimes

• Divert and Deflect 

• Continue funding Mobile 
Support and CIT

Slide 23

Slide 24
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“As [Jane] is a return to jail, follow-up services are not established in 
the community by Montana State Hospital, The Detention Facility 
tends to any follow-up needs. The Treatment Manager 
communicated with the Detention Facility and no supports that could 
be established were identified.”
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Fund Crisis Receiving 
Centers and other 
alternatives for those in 
crisis and unable to navigate 
systems on their own



Enhance Public-
Private 
partnerships:
find partners for 
civil commitments 
and forensic beds
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Mt. Sentinel 
Attacker Gets 30 
years in State 
Prison Hospital
https://newstalkk
gvo.com/mt-
sentinel-attacker-
gets-30-years-in-
state-prison-
hospital/
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Back to Jane…

We need more 
beds and better 
outcomes

28

UCSF Langley Porter Psychiatric Hospital 
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