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BACKGROUND AND DUTIES 

The  2025 Legisla tu re  crea ted  a  Civil Righ ts Viola tions  and  Censorsh ip  by the  Montan a  Unive rsity System  com m ittee  
(or CRV) th rough  House  Bill No. 284 (HB 284). Rep . Caleb  Hinkle  (R-Be lgrade ) sponsored  the  legisla tion . 

HB 284 charges the  com m ittee  with : 

• Gathe ring te stim ony from  Montan a  studen ts on  any civil righ ts viola tions or acts  of censorsh ip  tha t stud en ts 
have  expe rienced  or witnessed  a t Montana  pub lic u n ive rsitie s and  colleges; and  

• Making find ings and  recom m enda tions to  sta te  an d  fede ra l officia ls . 

Those  find ings and  recom m endations m ust be  sen t in  physica l and  e lectron ic form a t to  various fede ra l and  sta te  
e lected  officia ls . 

The  Legisla tive  Se rvice s Division  was assigned  to  p rovide  sta ff support to  the  com m ittee  and  given  a  $23,000 
appropria tion  to  re im burse  com m ittee  m em bers for sa la ry, trave l, and  pe r d iem . 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

The  CRV com m ittee  consists  of e igh t legisla tors, includ ing four from  the  House  of Represen ta tive s who are  
appoin ted  by the  speake r of the  house  and  four from  the  Senate  who are  appoin ted  by the  Senate  Com m ittee  on  
Com m ittee s. The  com m ittee  m ust se lect a  p resid ing office r and  vice  p resid ing office r. 

 

Com m it te e  Me m b e r Dist ric t / Pa rty Em a il 
Senator Willis  Curdy D – Missou la Willis .Curdy@legm t.gov 

Senator Mary Ann  Dunwe ll D – He lena MaryAnn.Dunwe ll@legm t.gov 

Senator Bob  Phalen  R – Lindsey Bobby.Phalen@legm t.gov 

Senator Sue  Vin ton  R - Billings Sue .Vin ton@legm t.gov 

Represen ta tive  Brian  Close  D – Bozem an Brian .Close@legm t.gov 

Represen ta tive  Me lody Cu nningham  D – Missou la Me lody.Cu nningham @legm t.gov 

Represen ta tive  Caleb  Hinkle  R – Be lgrade  Caleb .Hinkle@legm t.gov 

Represen ta tive  Greg Overstree t R – Stevensville  Greg.Overstree t@legm t.gov 
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PROPOSED MEETING SCHEDULE 

HB 284 lim its  the  CRV to  th ree  m ee tings, includ ing the  organ iza tion a l m ee ting. The  com m ittee ’s $23,000 budge t 
p rovides enough  fund ing for th ree  1-day m ee tings. Th is work p lan  p roposes those  th ree  m ee tings occur in  He lena  
to  take  advan tage  of the  access to  Zoom  in  the  Capitol and  of He lena’s re la tive ly cen tra l loca tion  to  the  Unive rsity 
System ’s two la rgest un ive rsitie s: Montan a  Sta te  Unive rsity-Bozem an and  the  Unive rsity of Mon tan a-Missou la . 
Othe r pub lic un ive rsitie s close  to  He lena  a re  in  Butte  and  Grea t Fa lls .  

Da te  Com m it te e  Ac t ivit ie s  
Nove m b e r  3, 2025 Organ iza tion a l m ee ting; review of recen t legisla tive  

action  re la ted  to  com m ittee ’s work; pub lic com m en t 

La t e  Win t e r / Ea r ly Sp r in g 2026 (La t e  Fe b ru a ry – 
Ma rch ) 

Conduct pub lic hearing; d iscuss d raft find ings and  
recom m enda tions for fin a l report 

La t e  Sp r in g/ Su m m e r  2026 (Ma y – Se p t e m b e r ) Fina lize  find ings and  recom m enda tions and  approve  
fina l report; pub lic com m ent 

 

 If th is  gene ra l p lan  is  approved  by the  com m ittee , s ta ff will conduct a  poll o f legisla tors to  de te rm ine  best da te s and  
consu lt with  the  p re sid ing office r to  se t the  next m ee ting da te s. Sta ff will s trive  to  avoid  scheduling CRV m ee tings 
during known in te rim  com m ittee  m ee tings, s tuden t holidays, or sp ring b reak. 
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