GROW ' MONTANA

Food Policy Coalition

Economic Affairs Interim Committee
SJ11 — Farmer’s Market Study
December 18, 2025

Chair & Members of the EAIC —

Thank you for your continued interest in updating the definition of Farmers Markets in the MCA. We offer the
following definition for your consideration:

"A farmers market is a collection of two or more food vendors selling products directly to consumers at a
common, recurrent physical location, authorized by the appropriate municipal or county authority"

The current definition is:

Montana Code Section 50-50-102:
“Farmer's market" means a farm premises, a food stand owned and operated by a farmer, or an organized
market authorized by the appropriate municipal or county authority.

The current definition does not distinguish farmers markets from farmer-owned farm premises or food stands,
which can create confusion. The current definition also does not accurately describe what a farmers market is,
how it functions, or how it is managed.

We look forward to continuing our collaboration with the EAIC in 2026 on this topic.

Sincerely —
Maura Henn
Grow Montana Coordinator

maurah@ncat.org



