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https://dailyinterlake.com/news/2017/sep/25/former-state-sen-dorothy-eck-dies-at-93-6/ 
(Adrian Sanchez-Gonzalez/Bozeman Daily Chronicle via AP)

Earl Barlow, Blackfeet leader and educator.
Known as the Father of Indian Education in 
Montana.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPVhxLV
EDSw 

Constitutional Convention Delegate and Former 
State Senator Dorothy Eck
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Every other ethnic group in this country has a country of 
origin to relate to in their pride of heritage, and we have 
learned in our schools about their countries. All of us have 
taken Greek history, Roman history, English history, French 
history, and so forth. Why not Indian history? The Irish have a 
national day. Try to deny the Irish in this country or in Butte 
(Laughter) the celebration of that national day. I hope I can 
be there next Friday to celebrate it with them. (Laughter) 
We’d have a revolution on our hands. Why not a Chief 
Charlo Day, Chief Joseph, Chief Hungry Horse, and so forth? 
What is the country of origin for our American Indians? It is 
America. What have the average Americans learned in our 
schools about our American people? Very little, if not nothing. 

Delegate Rick Champoux
March 10, 1972
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Program FY 26 Funding Statute or Rule

Indian Education for All $3.8 million Title 20, chapter 1, part 5, MCA

20-9-329, MCA

ARM 10.53.102

Montana Indian Language Preservation 
Program

$750,000 20-9-537, MCA

Indian Language Immersion Schools $265,000 Title 20, chapter 7, part 14, MCA

Indian Language and Cultural Specialists 
(Class 7 License)

No specific funding, but Class 7 
Specialists generate a Quality 
Educator payment when 
employed by school districts.

ARM 10.57.436

Grow Your Own $500,000 (biennial; ongoing; 
HB 499)

20-4-601, MCA

Tribal Language courses through MTDA None NA

UM NAGPRA Repatriation Support Team $368,000 (OTO) NA

Programs/funding streams reflecting the Article X, Section 1(2) Commitment 
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