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OVERVIEW

The Montana Aligned to Standards Through-Year (MAST) Assessment represents
an approach to statewide testing that supports learning throughout the year
rather than providing data after the school year is over. MAST provides multiple
opportunities for students to demonstrate what they know and can do, giving
educators and families timely information that can be used to support learning
right away.

Developed in partnership with Montana educators, MAST reflects the state's
commitment to assessments that are useful, aligned to standards, and designed
to serve all students.

HOW MAST WORKS

MAST includes a series of short, standards-aligned assessments (testlets)
administered several times during the school year. Each testlet measures
student understanding of the knowledge and skills outlined in Montana’s
content standards as close as possible to when instruction is provided. This
design allows educators, schools, and families to see a clear picture of student
performance as it unfolds across the year. The result is a system that provides
actionable, high-quality data while preserving valuable instructional time.

Window 1 Window 2 Window 3
October 13 - January 12 - March 30 -
December 5 March 6 May 22
8 weeks 8 weeks 8 weeks
3-5 Testlet
MATH 3.5 Testlets 3.5 Testlets estets
1 Anchor Test
2 MOY Testlets
ELA £ Testats Performance Task 2 EQY Testlets




BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS,
EDUCATORS, AND FAMILIES
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MAST provides a visible and ongoing analysis of student
performance on grade-level standards. Teachers can
monitor performance throughout the year, identify areas of
strength, and adjust instruction as needed. This helps
ensure every student has the opportunity to meet grade-
level expectations.

Every student participates in MAST, including students
receiving special education services, with the exception
of students for the alternate assessment. This ensures
consistency across schools and districts and maintains
high expectations for all learners.

Through the secure Parent Portal, families have direct
access to their child’s results as they become available
throughout the year. This transparency builds trust and
empowers parents to stay informed and engaged in
their child’s education. Instead of waiting for a single
report, parents can track progress, celebrate growth,
and partner with teachers to support learning in real
time.

By integrating shorter assessments throughout the
year, MAST reduces the need for separate local
benchmark tests and minimizes instructional
disruption. Schools gain efficiency by using one
statewide system that supports both instructional
decision-making and state accountability
requirements.

Montana educators are involved at every step of MAST's
development, from item writing and review to data
interpretation and professional learning. Their input
ensures that the system reflects the needs, priorities,
and values of Montana classrooms. MAST is truly a
Montana-designed solution for Montana students.



DATA REPORTING

MAST provides a comprehensive suite of reports designed to give educators,
administrators, and families timely, useful information at every level, from

individual students to entire districts.

Testlet Reports

Progress Reports

Through-Year

Reports
Student Testlet Student Progress Student TY
e Interactive Reporting e Available at the o 2024-2025
Monday after administration end of Windows available October
e PDF Reports available land 2 2025
Thursday after assessment ¢ 2025-2026
¢ Shared in Kite Parent Portal available TBD

with connected
parents/guardians.
Student Performance Task
¢ Hand scored, available two
weeks after the close of
Window 2

Classroom Testlet Classroom Classroom TY
¢ Interactive Reporting Progress o 2024-2025
Monday after administration e Available at the available October
e CSV & PDF Reports available end of Windows 2025
Thursday after administration land?2 e 2025-2026
and updated weekly available TBD
School Testlet School Progress School TY
e Interactive Reporting e Available at the o 2024-2025
Monday after administration end of Windows available October
e CSV & PDF Reports Available land 2 2025
after each window e 2025-2026
available TBD

District Testlet
¢ Interactive Reporting
Monday after administration
e PDF available after each
window
e CSV available after last
window

District Progress
¢ Available at the
end of Windows
lTand?2

District Through-
Year
o 2024-2025
available October
16, 2025
e 2025-2026
available TBD




STUDENT TESTLET REPORTS

Testlet Reports provide weekly, actionable feedback on student performance,
allowing teachers and students to set targeted learning goals and address areas
needing support. Families can also view results through the Parent Portal,
fostering timely collaboration to support student learning.

Student Testlet Report

Wilson Elementary School
2025-2026

Fatima Ali (1111111111) bl eanas

Math, 3rd, Compare and Find Equivalent Fractions

In previous grades, students measured an object using two different length units and recognized that the count of length units i inversely related to the size of
the: length unit, In grade 3, this understanding serves as a foundation for comparing unit fractions (1.e,, length units on a number line model)

Students also compare fractions with the same denominator, leveraging thelr understanding that a fraction represents a count of parts of a given size.

They also understand that the twio Tractions must refer o the same whole 1o gemerate a valid comparison.

Performance

Level 1 [ Level 2 ] Level 3

+

The student's score was in Lewel 2. This indicates that they demonstrated a partial understanding of the content and skills assessed in this testlet. Level 2
indicates that the stedent's performance on this testlet is near grade-level expectations for proficiency, but additional support may be necessarny to achieve
proficiency

Student reports should be used in conjunction with the MAST Student Report Interpretation Guide, Tound on the MAST portal

The OFI recommends focusing on itemn, standard, and misconception information 1o understand siudent performance as related to the assessed content.

Misconceptions
Incarrectly use substitution to evaluate an equation

Testhet Summary

Stardards Points Earned / Points Possibla

AMNEAS 5710

Legend {P)comect (Dincorect (JDid Not Attempt
Question Description Credit Eamed Standards
This question evaluates students’ understanding of sequences and series @ AMNFAZ

2 Thi= guestion evalustes studentsy UF-jE'fSEE-"ldII'II;I of runding numbers to the nearest 1en @ ANFAZ
3 This question addrésses students’ understanding of basic probability concepls @ I MNFAST
4 lg:ﬁtguqshnn evaluates students’ understanding of coordnate planes and how to plot 'E} S HEAS
8 Thig question asseses students’ understanding of ratiog and propartional relationships O AMNFAZ



TESTLET INTERACTIVE
REPORTING

Along with PDF and CSV reporting for testlet-level information, Window 3 of the
2025-2026 administration brings the release of interactive reporting for MAST.
Teachers and instructional leaders are able to access student testlet results the
Monday following administration, 3 days sooner than previously available.
Navigation can occur easily between different levels of reporting. Additionally,
classroom level data including performance levels and math misconceptions can
be filtered to identify students in need of similar supports.

Misconceptions

T

Classroom Testlet Report

g I
|

DeGrassi 7th Grade Math Class
Grace T Math DOY -~

dubiak g i b I [ e L

'_T] el - v kg

Summary Results

Student Details Filtering on @ Lotz cas naab €3 Showing 4 of 19

Studest Hamae Studert ID Test Date Performance g canceptians

Apuilera, Javier 100014 0/ 23/ 025

Colerman, Airmee 100051 09/ 25/ 1025

=
Delgado, Martina 100008 09/25/2025 [ caz || bsss |
(o1}




CLASSROOM TESTLET REPORTS

Classroom Testlet Reports provide detailed insights into student performance on
specific standards, enabling educators to identify areas of strength and areas
needing support. These reports assist in setting focused learning goals and
inform instructional strategies at the student, small-group, and classroom levels.

Classroom Testlet Report
. Wilson Elementary School
S 2025-2026

Class 1 (Math)
Tony Sullivan, Teacher 2, Proctor

: Math, 3rd, Compare and Find Equivalent Fractions

In previous grades, students measwed an object wsing two different kength units and recognized that the count of kength units is inversely related to the size of
the [emgth wnit. In grede 3, this understanding serves as a foundation for cormparng unit fractions (Le., length units on & nurmber line moded).

Students also compare fractions with the same denominator, leveraging their understanding that a fraction represents a count of parts of a given size.

Thesy also understand that the bwo fractions must refer 1o the same whole 1o gemerate & valid comparison

Summary Results
State Standard Avarage Porcant of Points Earmed
Level 1
3 Shadents (21%) LoaAT e
1 4 & Lival 2
4 Student (29%)
SO8AZ 35%

TOTAL STUDENTS @ e
7 Shuadents (50%)

Mizconceptions

[PI——— Decriptinn # ot Sourlerms
MEDT Misimepests ratio a5 an addilive relationship 3
MER Incarecly mepeted graph 1
'E Studemt added or subtracted numeratons and denominators, instead of Srding equivalent fraictions 2
Eror creating equivalent fractions when adding or subtracting i
Student Details
Saudant Nama Saudant 10 Test Data Parformanca Laval Misconceptions
All, Fatima "mImmmm 091 6/2025
Andersan, Jackson NIz 091162025 =R
Brawn, Civia 1231231231 0971 6/202% MEDT |
Cthen, Liln 1294123812 0971642025



PROGRESS REPORTS

Progress Reports provide an estimated achievement level based on the testlets
completed through each testing window. After every window, results are
updated to incorporate additional student performance data, offering a clearer
picture of student progress toward grade-level expectations and the level of risk
of not meeting end-of-year proficiency standards.

Fatima Ali
ELA, Sth

Student Window 2 Progress Report

Estimated Achievement
_Near Proficiency

Movice Partially Proficiend Proficiens Advanced

The students estimated score range suggests that their perfomance on completed testiets is approachs ng or near grace-jevel expectations: for urarwm' but they
may sl need trgeted suppor 1o demmanstrate proliclency.
Studeni reports should be used in conjunction with the MAST Progress Report intenpretation Guide, Tound on the MAST porial

Progress

This table shows the student's prosected end-of-year soore range and performance al dilferent times throughout the year a5 additonal tTestels are compleled. AS mone
Restiels ane compleled, the confidence range may namrom,

Windew Compleied Teatheis Frogress as ol Fropecied Achievement
Window 1 2 101 52025 bt Profcsency
Winilew 2 4 12082025 Mear Profickency o

Testiet Performance

Testlet Date Performance

Begeerang of Year - Informasions 10 S
Baguerang of Yoar - Lnerary 10r15/ 2038
Picdetig o Yase - Indcarmatumngl 11738/ 5038
ddie of Yaar - Liserary | EMSHES @
Class 1 (ELA)
Tony Sullivan, Teacher 2, Proctor C | a SS roo m p rog reSS Re pO rt

ELA, 5th

Progress Summary

Organization Belgw Na?r Meets or Exceeds
. Below Proficiency
6 Students (43%) Montana 2% 49% 30%
. MNear Proficiency
TOTAL STUDENTS 7 Students (50%) Linn District 25% 44% 31%
. Meets or Exceeds Proficiency
e Wilson Elementary School 1% 56% 33%
Student Progress
Student Name Student ID Complete Testlets Confidence Range Projected Achievement
—
Fatima Ali 1M1 5 295 333 Near Proficiency
—
—
Jackson Anderson 1212121212 5 253 pall Below Proficiency
—
Olivia Brown 123123123 5 310 348 Near Proficiency
—
Lila Chen 1234123412 5 276 314 Below Proficiency

[ —



THROUGH-YEAR REPORTS

The culmination of testing across the year produces a through-year report. This
includes a final determination of proficiency by aggregating testing from across
the year into a summative scale score and categorizing it into an achevement
level. This is used for public reporting and accountability.

Student Report
Wilson Elementary School

2025-2026
Fatima Ali
Math, 5th Through-Year Assessment
——— Owerall Achievement
Scale Score
[ 1 zlsu 295 315 33|-1 -mln
330
Preficient ’ 330
Achbevement Lavel
L Navice Partially Proficient Advanced
. Praficien

This student’s scale score was in the Proficient range.

A student who performed at this level met grade-level expectations in this subject. The student has demonsirated the required knowledge, skills, and practices
necessary for futune coursework in this content area.

Your childs score is an estimate of their cument kevel of achievernent. If your student were to complete the full MAST assessment again, without any additional leaming,
their scale scone might vary by 14 points. Such variation is expected and occurs with all measurements.

———  Progress

This table shows the student’s score range and performance at different times throughout the year as additional testlels ane completed. The score range in each row is
based is based on all the testhts completed by the close of that window. The sconng is cumulative, o s mone testlets ane compheted, the SCone FNGE My NAMoW.

Cumulative Progress up 1o Completed Testiets Progress as of Achbevement to Dale
Windaw 1 4 11/2072025 b Mear Praficiency 4
Windaw 2 a 02/20/2026 b Mear Praficiency 4

——— Testlet Performance

Testhet ate Performance

Muamerical Expressions

SOAAT 50487 10/00 2024
Place Value 80d Power of 10

S0 SMBTA SR04
Place Value and REpresentation 3nd Companson

SMETAS || SNBTAS e

Multiphy and Divide Whole Mamibeis

5MDA T SMETES SMETE& 12024
Degamal Dperabicns

MDA SNBTRT 120552004 Mo Crodin Earmed |

SMIB2 ANEAT 0102025

Add and Subiract Fractions

Fraction Multiplication
aMbB2 INFEL S NEES DN 025

Fracticn Division

S0 2 SNFEE 0212052005



ROADMAP FOR 20260 AND
BEYOND

Growth Metric Development and Engagement

o Continued research and consultation with technical advisors on potential
models for reporting growth out of the existing MAST blueprint

e Partnering with the Center for Assessment to explore how Montana
educators and leaders use student growth data to guide instructional and
program decisions and identify opportunities to incorporate growth into
MAST

o Goal: develop use cases and recommendations alongside the technical
recommendations for MAST growth reporting to support educator
decision making and student outcomes

Teacher Leader Cohort

¢ Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) is partnering with
KnowledgeWorks and up to 50 grades 3-8 educators to strengthen
standards-aligned instruction connected to MAST.

e Focus on proficiency-based learning, acceleration, and effective
instructional strategies aligned to Montana Content Standards, with
educators building expertise in interpreting MAST reports and modeling
best practices.

Collecting Feedback & Providing Support

e Leveraging feedback from student surveys, teacher interviews,
administration observations, monthly Assessment Implementation
Committee meetings, and Technical Advisory Committee meetings to
continue system refinement.

e Support visits to comprehensive schools and new district testing
coordinators to support technical, administrative, and instructional
aspects of MAST.

e Professional learning sessions at the OPI Summer Institute, annual MAST
Summit, and as requested by districts and provided virtually throughout
the year.



RESOURCES

OP| Assessment

Webpage

MAST Portal

MAST FAQ
Webpage

Last Best
Learning
Podcast: MAST
in Motion

The official Montana Office of Public Instruction
landing page for statewide assessments,
including MAST. Provides general information
on testing windows, purpose of assessments,
and links to additional resources.

The primary resource platform for the MAST
program. It contains sections for professional
learning, test administration materials
(manuals, scheduling guides, accessibility
guides), student/roster management, resources
for educators, and other live support tools.

The central resource for the MAST assessment.
Provides answers to common questions about
testing windows, subjects, score reporting, and
links to parent letters, portals, and testing
blueprints.

Highlights one district’'s experience with MAST,
sharing challenges, successes, and key lessons
about aligning assessment to instructional
goals, supporting proficiency-based learning.

If you have any questions, please contact:

Cedar Rose, Assessment Director, OPI

cedar.rose@mt.gov

10


https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
https://newmeridiancorp.org/montana-aligned-to-standards-through-year-program-portal/
https://newmeridiancorp.org/montana-aligned-to-standards-through-year-program-portal/
https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Required-Assessments/Montana-Aligned-to-Standards-Through-Year-FAQ
https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Required-Assessments/Montana-Aligned-to-Standards-Through-Year-FAQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLHmdQmFcAQ&list=PLhMIpFmxQv0cRQB1jzK1ifchR0Hk8bBtg&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLHmdQmFcAQ&list=PLhMIpFmxQv0cRQB1jzK1ifchR0Hk8bBtg&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLHmdQmFcAQ&list=PLhMIpFmxQv0cRQB1jzK1ifchR0Hk8bBtg&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLHmdQmFcAQ&list=PLhMIpFmxQv0cRQB1jzK1ifchR0Hk8bBtg&index=5
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