
 The Montana Aligned to Standards Through-Year (MAST) Assessment represents
an approach to statewide testing that supports learning throughout the year
rather than providing data after the school year is over. MAST provides multiple
opportunities for students to demonstrate what they know and can do, giving
educators and families timely information that can be used to support learning
right away.

Developed in partnership with Montana educators, MAST reflects the state’s
commitment to assessments that are useful, aligned to standards, and designed
to serve all students.

OVERVIEW

Montana Aligned to
Standards Through-
Year (MAST) 

Connecting Instruction,
Students, and Families

Through Meaningful Data

HOW MAST WORKS
MAST includes a series of short, standards-aligned assessments (testlets)
administered several times during the school year. Each testlet measures
student understanding of the knowledge and skills outlined in Montana’s
content standards as close as possible to when instruction is provided. This
design allows educators, schools, and families to see a clear picture of student
performance as it unfolds across the year. The result is a system that provides
actionable, high-quality data while preserving valuable instructional time.
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BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS,
EDUCATORS, AND FAMILIES

Continuous
Insight into
Learning

MAST provides a visible and ongoing analysis of student
performance on grade-level standards. Teachers can
monitor performance throughout the year, identify areas of
strength, and adjust instruction as needed. This helps
ensure every student has the opportunity to meet grade-
level expectations. 

Serving All
Students

Every student participates in MAST, including students
receiving special education services, with the exception
of students for the alternate assessment. This ensures
consistency across schools and districts and maintains
high expectations for all learners.

Strengthening
Family
Engagement

Through the secure Parent Portal, families have direct
access to their child’s results as they become available
throughout the year. This transparency builds trust and
empowers parents to stay informed and engaged in
their child’s education. Instead of waiting for a single
report, parents can track progress, celebrate growth,
and partner with teachers to support learning in real
time.

Efficient Use
of Time and
Resources

By integrating shorter assessments throughout the
year, MAST reduces the need for separate local
benchmark tests and minimizes instructional
disruption. Schools gain efficiency by using one
statewide system that supports both instructional
decision-making and state accountability
requirements.

Montana
Educator
Engagement

Montana educators are involved at every step of MAST’s
development, from item writing and review to data
interpretation and professional learning. Their input
ensures that the system reflects the needs, priorities,
and values of Montana classrooms. MAST is truly a
Montana-designed solution for Montana students.
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MAST provides a comprehensive suite of reports designed to give educators,
administrators, and families timely, useful information at every level, from
individual students to entire districts. 

DATA REPORTING 

Testlet Reports Progress Reports Through-Year
Reports

Student Testlet 
Interactive Reporting
Monday after administration
PDF Reports available
Thursday after assessment
Shared in Kite Parent Portal
with connected
parents/guardians.

Student Performance Task 
Hand scored, available two
weeks after the close of
Window 2

Student Progress 
Available at the
end of Windows
1 and 2

Student TY
2024-2025
available October
2025
2025-2026
available TBD

Classroom Testlet 
Interactive Reporting
Monday after administration
CSV & PDF Reports available
Thursday after administration
and updated weekly

Classroom
Progress 

Available at the
end of Windows
1 and 2

Classroom TY
2024-2025
available October
2025
2025-2026
available TBD

School Testlet 
Interactive Reporting
Monday after administration
CSV & PDF Reports Available
after each window

School Progress 
Available at the
end of Windows
1 and 2

School TY 
2024-2025
available October
2025
2025-2026
available TBD

District Testlet 
Interactive Reporting
Monday after administration
PDF available after each
window
CSV available after last
window 

District Progress 
Available at the
end of Windows
1 and 2

District Through-
Year 

2024-2025
available October
16, 2025
2025-2026
available TBD
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STUDENT TESTLET REPORTS
Testlet Reports provide weekly, actionable feedback on student performance,
allowing teachers and students to set targeted learning goals and address areas
needing support. Families can also view results through the Parent Portal,
fostering timely collaboration to support student learning.
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TESTLET INTERACTIVE
REPORTING
Along with PDF and CSV reporting for testlet-level information, Window 3 of the
2025-2026 administration brings the release of interactive reporting for MAST.
Teachers and instructional leaders are able to access student testlet results the
Monday following administration, 3 days sooner than previously available.
Navigation can occur easily between different levels of reporting. Additionally,
classroom level data including performance levels and math misconceptions can
be filtered to identify students in need of similar supports. 
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CLASSROOM TESTLET REPORTS
Classroom Testlet Reports provide detailed insights into student performance on
specific standards, enabling educators to identify areas of strength and areas
needing support. These reports assist in setting focused learning goals and
inform instructional strategies at the student, small-group, and classroom levels.

6



PROGRESS REPORTS
Progress Reports provide an estimated achievement level based on the testlets
completed through each testing window. After every window, results are
updated to incorporate additional student performance data, offering a clearer
picture of student progress toward grade-level expectations and the level of risk
of not meeting end-of-year proficiency standards.

Student Window 2 Progress Report

Classroom Progress Report
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THROUGH-YEAR REPORTS
The culmination of testing across the year produces a through-year report. This
includes a final determination of proficiency by aggregating testing from across
the year into a summative scale score and categorizing it into an achevement
level. This is used for public reporting and accountability. 
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ROADMAP FOR 2026 AND
BEYOND

Growth Metric Development and Engagement 
Continued research and consultation with technical advisors on potential
models for reporting growth out of the existing MAST blueprint
Partnering with the Center for Assessment to explore how Montana
educators and leaders use student growth data to guide instructional and
program decisions and identify opportunities to incorporate growth into
MAST
Goal: develop use cases and recommendations alongside the technical
recommendations for MAST growth reporting to support educator
decision making and student outcomes

Teacher Leader Cohort
Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) is partnering with
KnowledgeWorks and up to 50 grades 3–8 educators to strengthen
standards-aligned instruction connected to MAST.
Focus on proficiency-based learning, acceleration, and effective
instructional strategies aligned to Montana Content Standards, with
educators building expertise in interpreting MAST reports and modeling
best practices.

Collecting Feedback & Providing Support
Leveraging feedback from student surveys, teacher interviews,
administration observations, monthly Assessment Implementation
Committee meetings, and Technical Advisory Committee meetings to
continue system refinement.
Support visits to comprehensive schools and new district testing
coordinators to support technical, administrative, and instructional
aspects of MAST.
Professional learning sessions at the OPI Summer Institute, annual MAST
Summit, and as requested by districts and provided virtually throughout
the year. 

9



RESOURCES

OPI Assessment
Webpage

The official Montana Office of Public Instruction
landing page for statewide assessments,
including MAST. Provides general information
on testing windows, purpose of assessments,
and links to additional resources.

MAST Portal 

The primary resource platform for the MAST
program. It contains sections for professional
learning, test administration materials
(manuals, scheduling guides, accessibility
guides), student/roster management, resources
for educators, and other live support tools.

MAST FAQ
Webpage

The central resource for the MAST assessment.
Provides answers to common questions about
testing windows, subjects, score reporting, and
links to parent letters, portals, and testing
blueprints.

Last Best
Learning
Podcast: MAST
in Motion 

Highlights one district’s experience with MAST,
sharing challenges, successes, and key lessons
about aligning assessment to instructional
goals, supporting proficiency-based learning.

If you have any questions, please contact:
Cedar Rose, Assessment Director, OPI

cedar.rose@mt.gov
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https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS
https://newmeridiancorp.org/montana-aligned-to-standards-through-year-program-portal/
https://newmeridiancorp.org/montana-aligned-to-standards-through-year-program-portal/
https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Required-Assessments/Montana-Aligned-to-Standards-Through-Year-FAQ
https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/MontCAS/Required-Assessments/Montana-Aligned-to-Standards-Through-Year-FAQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLHmdQmFcAQ&list=PLhMIpFmxQv0cRQB1jzK1ifchR0Hk8bBtg&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLHmdQmFcAQ&list=PLhMIpFmxQv0cRQB1jzK1ifchR0Hk8bBtg&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLHmdQmFcAQ&list=PLhMIpFmxQv0cRQB1jzK1ifchR0Hk8bBtg&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLHmdQmFcAQ&list=PLhMIpFmxQv0cRQB1jzK1ifchR0Hk8bBtg&index=5
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