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Who are Montana’s Students with Disabilities? 
Student Population 
In 2022–23, the number of students ages 3–21 who received special education and related 
services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) was 7.5 million, or the 
equivalent of 15 percent of all public school students. (National Center for Education 
Statistics) 

●​ 15 percent of Montana’s students are served under IDEA. 
●​ Total student enrollment in 23/24 - 148,585 
●​ Total student enrollment in 24/25 - 144,579  (2.73% decrease) 
●​ Total enrollment of students with disabilities in 23/24 - 21,579  
●​ Total enrollment of students with disabilities in 24/25 - 21,752 (.80% increase) 

 
Montana Total Student Enrollment​  

 
Montana Enrollment of Students with Disabilities 
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Special Education Student Demographics 
Montana’s students with disabilities are proportionally represented across the state, except 
for one area. American Indian students account for a 3% higher rate of the special education 
student population than the state student population. Conversely, a lesser percentage of 
the special education population is white. 

2024 - 2025 Race/ Ethnicity 
​
​
​  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Disability Categories 
●​ Students with more than one identified disability (not those reported as deaf-blind or 

developmental delay) must be listed as having multiple disabilities (MD) when 
federally reported. 

●​ Montana does not have an MD category for eligibility, nor is a primary disability 
identified. The purpose of this is to recognize all disabilities that are reported. 

○​ e.g.  Autism (AU) and the difference between state and national rates. 
 
United States Special 
Education Child Count by 
Disability Category 2022-2023 
Students With Disabilities. Annual Reports and 
Information Staff (Annual Reports). 2024. Accessed 
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August 14, 2024. https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator/cgg/students-with-disabilities.  

 

 
Montana Special 
Education Child Count by 
Disability Category 2024 - 
2025 

 
 
 
 
Special Education Child Count by Disability Category  
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SFY2021 to SFY2025 20-21 21-22 22-23 23-24  24-25 

Autism (AU) 5.67% 5.70% 5.80% 6.03% 6.48% 

Cognitive Delay (CD) 2.87% 2.69% 2.53% 2.44% 2.57% 

Deaf-Blindness  (DB) 0.04% 0.03% 0.05% 0.05% 0.05% 

Developmental Delay (DD) 6.51% 8.14% 9.34% 9.30% 9.15% 

Deaf (DE) 0.06% 0.06% 0.07% 0.06% 0.06% 

Emotional Disturbance (ED) 4.47% 4.08% 3.74% 3.60% 3.44% 

Hearing  Impairment (HI) 0.34% 0.30% 0.28% 0.24% 0.22% 

Learning  Disability (LD) 29.61% 29.72% 29.26% 28.92% 28.92% 

Multiple Disabilities (MD) 21.03% 21.13% 20.80% 20.90% 20.72% 

Other Health Impairment (OH) 11.23% 10.66% 10.31% 10.06% 10.38% 

Orthopedic Impairment (OI) 0.20% 0.19% 0.18% 0.15% 0.15% 

Speech-Language Impairment (SL) 17.39% 16.81% 17.18% 17.82% 17.45% 

Traumatic Brain Injury (TB) 0.29% 0.23% 0.21% 0.21% 0.23% 

Visual Impairment (VI) 0.29% 0.24% 0.26% 0.24% 0.19% 



 

Special Education Cooperatives 
Special Education Cooperatives play a vital role in providing services to Montana’s students 
with disabilities. 392 districts are operating special education programs. 313 (80%) of those 
districts utilize the cooperative structure. The districts contract with their local cooperative 
for assistance in providing related services personnel such as school psychologists, speech 
pathologists, and physical therapists, amongst others. 

●​ Number of Cooperatives - 21 
●​ Special Education Cooperative Map 
●​ Cooperatives and Directors 
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Special Education Achievement 
 

Graduation Rates - Montana’s special 
education students are graduating at a 
slightly higher rate (75.34%) than the 
national average (75%).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Montana Special Education 
Proficiency Rates  
 

○​ ELA (SBAC Grade 3-8)  11.1% 
increase in proficiency rate 
over the last 3 years. 

 
 
 
 
 

○​ Math - 7.9% increase in 
proficiency rate over the last 
three years. 
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Montana Special Education Proficiency Rates for American Indian Students 
 

●​ ELA - 12.4% reduction in students scoring in the novice range. 
●​ Math - 7% reduction in students scoring in the novice range. 

 

 

Federal Funding for Montana’s Special 
Education Students 
 
In FFY 2025, Montana was awarded $45,978,367 in IDEA funds ($46,079,040 in FFY 2024). 

●​ 13% of those funds are utilized for state level activities such as: 
○​ Staffing and administration of IDEA at the OPI 
○​ Technical Assistance 
○​ Dispute Resolution 
○​ Monitoring of LEAs 
○​ Infinite Campus - Student Information System 
○​ Alternate Assessment for students with severe needs 
○​ Recruitment and Retention stipend programs - Special Education 

Endorsement Project, School Psychologists, Speech Language Pathologists 
○​ Para Pathways Project. 
○​ Leader Services for data collections, monitoring, and SPP/APR. 

●​ $40,018,786 is allocated to Montana’s 398 districts, Montana School for the Deaf & 
Blind, Yellowstone Academy, and Department of Corrections - Youth. 

 
In FFY 2024, Montana was awarded $1,315,398 in IDEA preschool funds (same as FFY 2024). 

●​ 100% of these funds are passed on to the LEAs and State-Supported Programs. 
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State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG) 
The SPDG has been instrumental in providing Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) 
training and coaching to Montana’s school districts for the past 5 years. The current grant 
ends at the end of September 2025. A new SPDG was recently posted by the Department of 
Education and Montana has submitted our application. In the new grant proposal, there is 
support built in for developing Level 3 of the Para Pathways Project.  

Montana’s OPI Special Education Team 
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With any SPED questions or concerns this fall please contact:

Patrick Cates, Senior Manager Safety & Student Supports, 
patrick.cates@mt.gov 

Craig Barringer, Deputy Superintendent, craig.barringer@mt.gov
Tyler Capece, Assistant Deputy Superintendent, tyler.capece@mt.gov 



Appendix A: Graduation Guidance Regarding FAPE - August 2025 

Please click the link above to see the guidance posted on the OPI website.
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Appendix B: Special Education Director’s Meeting - August 27, 2025 
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