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Purpose of MEPA
The Montana Environmental Policy 

Act (MEPA) requires an environmental 
review to be conducted for state 
actions that have the potential to 

impact the quality of the environment.

MEPA is procedural and  
disclosure of potential impacts.
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Background
As directed by SB221 and resulting changes to MEPA: 

“The department of environmental 
quality shall develop a guidance 

document for use by state agencies 
to determine when a GHG 

assessment may be necessary. The 
guidance must include direction on 

methodologies for completing a 
GHG assessment.”

3



Audience

Montana State Agencies
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Analysis of Impacts under MEPA

Direct impacts
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Secondary impacts Cumulative impacts



Fossil Fuels Stationary 
Combustion
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Land 
Management

Construction and 
Mobile Engine 

Operation

When to conduct a GHG assessment



Fossil Fuel Activity
A proposed action that authorizes the mining of coal, drilling for oil or natural gas, production of oil or natural gas, 
compression of oil or natural gas, or burning of coal, oil, or natural gas to generate energy for electricity. 
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EPA Simplified GHG Emissions CalculatorEPA Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks



Stationary Combustion
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A proposed action that creates direct emissions from stationary combustion devices including those that combust solid, 
liquid, or gaseous fuel, generally for the purposes of producing electricity, generating steam, or providing useful heat or 
energy, or combust waste.

EPA GHG Emission Factors Hub EPA AP-42



Construction and Mobile Engine Operation 
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A proposed action that would require prolonged or continuous operation of GHG-emitting construction equipment or 
mobile engine.

EPA Simplified GHG Emissions Calculator



Land Management
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A proposed action that authorizes the sale of timber, controlled or prescribed burns, forest thinning, noxious weed 
management, and grazing management.

BlueSky Framework FLR Carbon Storage Calculator
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Secondary Impacts
A further impact to the human environment that may be stimulated or induced by or otherwise result from a direct 
impact of the action. 

Potential Secondary Impact tool to use:

• Model for the Assessment of Greenhouse Gas 
Induced Climate Change (MAGICC)

• Method to calculate projected global surface 
temperature change based on emissions 
scenarios 

• Resulting temperature difference offers a 
physically based estimate of the project’s 
marginal contribution to future global 
temperature change
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Cumulative Impacts – Social Cost of GHGs
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Cumulative Impacts
The collective impacts on Montana’s environment of the proposed action when considered in conjunction with other past 
and present actions related to the proposed action by location or generic type. 

Potential Cumulative Impact tool to use:

• EPA State Inventory Tool (SIT)

• EPA Facility Level Information on Greenhouse Gases 
Tool (FLIGHT) database

• BLM’s fossil-fuel emissions projections

• Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
AR6

• 5th U.S. National Climate Assessment or other MT 
specific reports

• Climate-viewer tools (i.e., National Climate Change 
Viewer, Climate Indicator Map Explorer) 



Public Comment Period

Public comments were accepted from 
October 1-30, 2025.

DEQ held three public meetings in Billings, Helena, 
and Missoula.  

Public comment were accepted in written and oral 
form at these meetings. 
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Final Document Changes 
Based on Public Comment

1. Includes mitigation and alternatives 
for GHG analysis

2. Refined the use of the model to 
impacts in aggregate instead of 
individual projects. 
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Published the Final Guidance on January 5, 2026

https://deq.mt.gov/News/publicnotices-folder/ghg-01-05-25

Final Greenhouse Gas Guidance Published
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Direct Impacts
are those that occur at the same time and place as the 
action that triggers the effect 

Potential Direct Impact tool to use:

• EPA Simplified GHG Emissions Calculator

• EPA GHG Emission Factors Hub

• EPA AP-42 (Air Emissions)

• EPA Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks

• Calculating GHG Emissions form Proposed Projects 
Related to Ecological Functions

• BlueSky Framework

• Carbon Budget Model of the Canadian Forest Sector 

• Fuel and Fire Tools: Fire emission Projection Simulator

• COMET-Planner

• FLR Carbon Storage Calculator 



Draft Guidance Document

• Purpose and Introduction
• When to conduct a GHG Assessment in MEPA
• Methodologies for Conducting a GHG Assessment
• Appendices
• Calculating GHG Emissions from Proposed Projects Related 

to Ecological Functions
• Methods and Means of Quantifying Costs Related to GHG 

Emissions
• Secondary Impacts from GHG
• Cumulative Impacts from GHG
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Analysis of Impacts under MEPA

Direct impacts are impacts occur at the same time and place as the action that 
triggers the effect.

Secondary impacts are a further impact to the Montana environment that may 
be stimulated or induced by or otherwise result from a direct impact of the 
action.

Cumulative impacts are the collective impacts on Montana’s environment of 
the proposed action when considered in conjunction with other past and 
present actions related to the proposed action by location or generic type.
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SCAN
for Draft 

Greenhouse Gas 
Guidance 

Documents and 
information to 

submit comment.

Create QR code at https://www.qrcode-
monkey.com/ and insert as photo here.

https://deq.mt.gov/News/publiccomment-folder/ghg-guidance-10-01-25

Welcome!


