
WILDFIRE RISK &
MONTANA COMMUNITIES

Kelly Pohl, Associate Director
kelly@headwaterseconomics.org
406.599.7841



Structures burned 
in Montana since 2006

1.5K

Source: Wildland Fire Application Portal – FAMAuth, via https://headwaterseconomics.org/natural-hazards/structures-destroyed-by-wildfire/

Wildfires are the fastest-
growing source of hazard-
related insurance damages in 
the United States. 0 50 100 150 200 250
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Sources: USDA Forest Service, Wildfire Risk to Communities, https://wildfirerisk.org/
Headwaters Economics: https://wildfirerisk.org/; https://headwaterseconomics.org/natural-hazards/wildfire/more-than-1100-communities-urban-wildfire-risk/

One in three

9 
Montana homes face 
moderate to high wildfire risk.

Montana communities have similar risk 
profiles to recent urban conflagrations.



of wildfire disaster costs 
are borne at the 
state & local level.

64%

Source: https://headwaterseconomics.org/natural-
hazards/wildfire/homes-risk/full-community-costs-of-wildfire/



$1 
invested in

wildfire-resistant 
neighborhoods

 SAVES

$4 
in avoided disaster costs 
shouldered by taxpayers

Source: FEMA. Building Codes Save. https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/risk-management/building-science/building-codes-save-study
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