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MEMBERS ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT:

Joseph Carroll, Legal Staff

Jason Mohr, Legislative Environmental Analyst
Rachel Weiss, Research Director

Jacelyn Sterling, Secretary

AGENDA (Attachment 1)

VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2)

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL
13:01:32 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder called the meeting to order at 1:01 PM. The
committee secretary took roll.

OPENING REMARKS
13:03:30 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder

ADOPTION OF FINAL WORK PLAN

13:05:14 Jason Mohr, Legislative Environmental Analyst, Legislative Services Division
(LSD)
EXHIBIT 1

Motion

13:07:44 Sen John Esp. moved to adopt the Environmental Quality Council workplan for
the 2025-26 interim.

Vote

13:08:03 Carried unanimously by voice vote.

PROXIES

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 62 (STUDY OF WILDFIRE PREVENTION/RESILIENCE)
13:09:20 Jason Mohr, Legislative Environmental Analyst, Legislative Services Division
(LSD)

13:10:44 Sen. Tony Tezak joined the meeting.

13:11:02 Wyatt Frampton, Deputy Forestry Administrator, Montana Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation (DNRC)

EXHIBIT 2

Public Comment
13:18:17 Noah Marion, Wild Montana

EXHIBIT 3
13:20:38 Kelly Pohl, Associate Director, Headwaters Economics
(See Exhibit 3)


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/October-2025/agenda-eqc-oct-FINAL.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/October-2025/EQC-10-22-2025-Visitor_log.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/October-2025/1.EQC-work-plan-FINAL.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/October-2025/EQC-Proxy-Votes.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/October-2025/2.DNRC-MWRA_WildfireRiskReport_Final.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/October-2025/2.1-HeadwatersHJ62slidesOct222025.pdf

Committee Questions / Discussion
13:24:42 Rep. Joshua Seckinger

13:25:18 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

13:26:11 Sen. John Esp

13:26:33 Kelly Pohl, Headwaters Economics

13:27:17 Sen. John Esp

13:27:50 Jason Mohr, LSD

13:29:02 Rep. Shannon Maness

13:29:36 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

13:31:23 Jim Keane

13:34:24 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

13:34:57 Sen. Pat Flowers

13:35:37 Kelly Pohl, Headwaters Economics

13:35:53 Sen. Pat Flowers

13:36:57 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

13:38:47 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder

13:39:30 Rep. Steve Gist

13:41:06 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

13:41:33 Sen. John Esp

13:42:02 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

13:42:13 Rep. Joshua Seckinger

13:44:09 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

13:45:01 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
(See Exhibit 3, Table 12)

13:52:10 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

13:52:30 Rep. Steve Gist

13:52:59 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

13:53:23 Brian Yablonski

13:56:51 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

13:58:16 Richard Roth

13:58:39 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

13:59:35 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder

14:04:36 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

14:04:50 Sen. Pat Flowers

14:06:14 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder

14:06:36 Mike Mershon

14:07:39 Wyatt Frampton, DNRC

14:09:06 Rep. Steve Gist

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 42 (STUDY OF NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL)



14:10:20 Jason Mohr, Legislative Environmental Analyst, Legislative Services Division
(LSD)

EXHIBIT 4
EXHIBIT 5

14:12:50 Lizz Lodman, Administrator, Montana Invasive Species Council (MISC)
EXHIBIT 6

14:17:47 Jasmine Chaffee, State Noxious Weed Coordinator, Montana Department of
Agriculture (MDA)

(See Exhibit 6)

Public Comment
14:49:35 Dave Burch, Weed Board Chair, Lewis and Clark County

14:56:48 Karli Johnson, Montana Farm Bureau Federation

14:58:15 Amy Adler, Noxious Weed Coordinator, Rosebud County

15:03:07 Amber Burch, Noxious Weed Coordinator, Beaverhead County
15:05:37 Becky Kington, Executive Director, Montana Weed Control Association

Committee Questions / Discussion
15:07:20 Rep. Jedediah Hinkle

15:10:22 Amy Adler, Rosebud County
15:11:24 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
15:12:13 Amy Adler, Rosebud County
15:14:20 Rep. Jedediah Hinkle

15:14:47 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
15:15:20 Rep. Jedediah Hinkle

15:15:48 Jon Metropoulos

15:16:12 Jason Mohr, LSD

15:17:06 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
15:17:26 Sen. John Esp

15:20:14 Sen. Pat Flowers

15:21:52 Jasmine Chaffee, MDA

15:23:42 Sen. Pat Flowers

15:24:07 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
15:24:14 Mike Mershon

15:25:27 Dave Burch, Lewis and Clark County
15:29:05 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
15:29:20 Rep. Steve Gist

15:33:08 Dave Burch, Lewis and Clark County
15:33:23 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
15:33:35 Jim Keane


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/October-2025/3.noxious-weed-list-laws.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/October-2025/3.1-FY-25-County-Weed-Budgets.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/October-2025/3.2_Noxious_Weed_Law_Impacts.pdf

15:34:01
15:34:35
15:34:52

Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
Jasmine Chaffee, MDA
Presiding Officer Paul Fielder

ADMINISTRATIVE RULE REVIEW

15:36:38

Joseph Carroll, Legal Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 7

Committee Questions / Discussion

15:38:42
15:38:48
15:39:22
15:39:49
15:44:00

15:44:29
15:56:44

Presiding Officer Paul Fielder

Joseph Carroll, LSD

Sen. Pat Flowers

Emily Cooper, Licensing Bureau Chief, Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP)
Joseph Carroll, LSD

Recessed
Reconvened

DIRECTORS’ REPORT: ANNUAL AGENCY PLAN (2-12-104, MCA), ANNUAL AGENCY
PERFORMANCE REPORT (2-12-105, MCA), ADDITIONAL TOPICS
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION (DNRC)

15:57:26

Amanda Kaster, Director, DNRC
EXHIBIT 8
EXHIBIT 9

Public Comment

16:12:16

None

Committee Questions / Discussion

16:12:39
16:14:49
16:16:08
16:17:22
16:18:13
16:18:35
16:19:04
16:19:37
16:20:16
16:20:29
16:20:47
16:21:21

Rep. Shannon Maness

Dir. Amanda Kaster, DNRC
Jim Keane

Dir. Amanda Kaster, DNRC
Sen. Pat Flowers

Dir. Amanda Kaster, DNRC
Rep. Joshua Seckinger

Dir. Amanda Kaster, DNRC
Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
Rep. Joshua Seckinger

Dir. Amanda Kaster, DNRC
Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/October-2025/4.AdminRuleReview-LSO-Oct2025.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/October-2025/5.2.2.DNRC-annual-perf-report-fy2025.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/October-2025/5.2.1.DNRC-annual-plan-fy2026.pdf

16:22:38 Dir. Amanda Kaster, DNRC

16:22:50 Shawn Thomas, Division Administrator, The Forestry and Trust Lands Division,
DNRC

16:23:41 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
16:29:44 Shawn Thomas, DNRC

16:29:56 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
16:30:02 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy
16:30:24 Rep. Steve Gist

16:32:32 Shawn Thomas, DNRC

16:33:35 Dir. Amanda Kaster, DNRC

DIRECTORS’ REPORT: ANNUAL AGENCY PLAN (2-12-104, MCA), ANNUAL AGENCY
PERFORMANCE REPORT (2-12-105, MCA), ADDITIONAL TOPICS

DEPARTMENT OF FISH WILDLIFE AND PARKS (FWP)

16:34:09 Kristy Clark, Director, FWP

Committee Questions / Discussion
16:40:22 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
16:40:31 Dir. Kristy Clark, FWP
16:41:55 Rep. Jedediah Hinkle
16:42:23 Dir. Kristy Clark, FWP
16:42:45 Jim Keane
16:43:09 Dir. Kristy Clark, FWP
16:45:09 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
16:45:29 Dir. Kristy Clark, FWP
16:46:05 Rep. Joshua Seckinger
16:46:16 Dir. Kristy Clark, FWP
16:47:07 Sen. Pat Flowers
16:47:49 Dir. Kristy Clark, FWP
16:48:57 Presiding Officer Paul Fielder
16:49:53 Dir. Kristy Clark, FWP
EXHIBIT 11
16:53:42 Rep. Jedediah Hinkle
16:55:10 Dir. Kristy Clark, FWP
16:55:25 Rep. Joshua Seckinger
16:57:20 Dir. Kristy Clark, FWP
16:57:33 Mike Mershon
16:58:08 Dir. Kristy Clark, FWP
16:58:47 Vice Presiding Officer Willis Curdy


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/EQC/October-2025/5.1.1.FWP-annual-PLAN-fy2026.pdf

16:59:38 Dir. Kristy Clark, FWP
17:00:36 Mike Mershon
17:00:58 Dir. Kristy Clark, FWP

Public Comment
17:01:38 Mark Cooke, Wolves of the Rockies

RECESS UNTIL 10/23/2025
Recess: 17:03:37





