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Transmission – The Electric Highway
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Powers:
• Enter into public-private partnerships for 

transmission expansion

• Identify and establish transmission corridors in 
the state, subject to local use permits

• Issue revenue bonds to finance development and 
construction

• Use eminent domain for right-of-way acquisition

Mission: To plan and develop electric transmission in Colorado to 1) increase grid reliability, 2) help 
Colorado meet its clean energy goals, and 3) aid in economic and community development.

Organizational Structure:
• Independent special purpose authority 

and subdivision of the state

• Not subject to direction by a state 
agency or commission

• 9-member independent board 
appointed by governor and legislature

Source: Sect. 40-42-104, CRS

CETA is a Transmission Developer with a Public Purpose

https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=74d6ee6c-f539-494d-994a-4263b16d9192&action=pawlinkdoc&pdcomponentid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6576-8F83-CGX8-01SX-00008-00&pdtocnodeidentifier=ABQAAFAACAAE&config=014FJAAyNGJkY2Y4Zi1mNjgyLTRkN2YtYmE4OS03NTYzNzYzOTg0OGEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d592qv2Kywlf8caKqYROP5&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=d249da42-58fe-4440-bd0f-9206e556b62a
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CETA 2024 Transmission Study
• In 2023, the State of Colorado directed CETA (SB23-016) to study the need for expanded 

transmission capacity in the State. 

• In response, CETA conducted an RFP process seeking an independent consultant to 
conduct a transmission planning study that analyzes the need for expanded capacity in 
Colorado to: 
• Help meet forecasted demand for electricity 
• Achieve the State’s emission reduction goals 
• Improve power flows on the system 
• Improve grid reliability 

• CETA hired Energy Strategies & Team to conduct the study.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6390da3a799a023d4be2c27e/t/6711c86d08d38c09f0c094f9/1729218672760/CETA+Transmission+Study+Initial+Report+-+final+to+client+-+241007.pdf
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Colorado Has an Urgent Need for Transmission
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High Demand Options
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CETA’s Work
Unique Tools
• Public-private partnerships
• Identify transmission corridors
• Revenue bonds
• Eminent domain

2026 Priorities
• Select a project(s) for development
• Revenue bonding policy
• Notification policy
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Community Engagement Principles

Principles adopted by the CETA Board in October 
2024 to guide partnership agreements

https://www.cotransmissionauthority.com/principles
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THANK YOU

Questions?
Maury Galbraith, Executive Director

mgalbraith@cotransmissionauthority.com

Written Materials
CETA website

CETA Fact Sheet
Priority Project Concepts

mailto:mgalbraith@cotransmissionauthority.com
https://www.cotransmissionauthority.com/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6390da3a799a023d4be2c27e/t/679175b86aa70b3eec1498da/1737586106721/1.+CETA_Fact+Sheet_FINAL.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6390da3a799a023d4be2c27e/t/6900017e6490541eaf80db3a/1761608062109/CETA+Priority+Project+Concepts.pdf
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