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AGENDA (Attachment 1)

VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2)

CALL TO ORDER /ROLL CALL
09:01:03 Acting Presiding Officer Christopher Pope called the meeting to order at 9:01
AM. The committee secretary took roll.

INTRODUCTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND STAFF
09:01:48 Acting Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
09:03:58 Sen. Daniel Zolnikov

09:04:55 Sen. Gregg Hunter

09:05:29 Sen. Gayle Lammers

09:06:15 Rep. Gary Parry

09:07:37 Rep. Kerri Seekins-Crowe

09:08:42 Rep. Katie Zolnikov

09:09:59 Rep. Bob Carter

09:10:56 Rep. Becky Edwards

09:11:53 Acting Presiding Officer Christopher Pope
09:12:01 Griffin Burns, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
09:12:44 Jameson Walker, Legal Staff, LSD

09:13:12 Jacelyn Sterling, Secretary, LSD

09:13:56 Rep. Gary Parry

09:14:10 Griffin Burns, LSD

09:14:24 Acting Presiding Officer Christopher Pope

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
09:14:37 Griffin Burns, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

09:17:35 Jameson Walker, Legal Staff, LSD
09:18:15 Griffin Burns, LSD
EXHIBIT 1

Committee Questions/Discussion
09:20:40 Rep. Gary Parry
09:20:55 Griffin Burns

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS - Continued

SB 64 Overview
Angie Carter, Financial Director, LSD
EXHIBIT 2


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/1.JULY_28_Agenda.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/Visitor_Log.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/2.Adopted-2025-Interim-Committee-Rules.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/3.Compensation_SB64_SUMMARY.pdf

Committee Questions/Discussion
09:27:26 Rep. Gary Parry

09:27:32 Angie Carter, LSD
09:27:48 Rep. Kerri Seekins-Crowe
09:27:58 Angie Carter

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS - Continued
09:28:22 Griffin Burns
(See Exhibit 1)
09:29:18 Acting Presiding Officer Chritopher Pope
09:29:41 Griffin Burns
09:30:03 Acting Presiding Officer Chritopher Pope
09:30:36 Griffin Burns
09:30:58 Rep. Gary Parry

Motion

09:30:58 Rep. Gary Parry moved to approve the use of written proxy votes for the 2025-26
interim.

Vote

09:31:15 Carried unanimously by voice vote.

ELECTION OF THE ETIC PRESIDING OFFICER AND VICE-PRESIDING OFFICER
09:31:23 Griffin Burns, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

09:31:34 Acting Presiding Officer Chritopher Pope

Motion
09:32:30 Rep. Bob Carter nominated Sen. Daniel Zolnikov as Presiding Officer of ETIC.

Discussion on the Motion
09:32:40 Sen. Gary Parry
09:32:58 Sen. Daniel Zolnikov

Vote

09:33:41 Carried unanimously by voice vote.

Motion
09:34:04 Sen. Daniel Zolnikov nominated Rep. Bob Carter as Vice Presiding Officer.



Motion
09:34:25

09:34:41

Vote
09:35:04

Rep. Bob Carter declined the nomination and nominated Rep. Becky Edwards as

Vice Presiding Officer.
Sen. Daniel Zolnikov withdrew his nomination for Rep. Carter.

Carried unanimously by voice vote.

Committee Questions/Discussion

09:35:13
09:35:24

09:35:24
09:47:38

Rep. Becky Edwards
Acting Presiding Officer Chritopher Pope

Recessed
Reconvened

General Committee Discussion

09:47:55

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

NATURAL RESOURCES LEGISLATION SUMMARY

09:54:11

Griffin Burns, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

EXHIBIT 3

Committee Questions/Discussion

09:58:29
09:58:45
10:00:44

Rep. Gary Parry
Griffin Burns, LSD
Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

Public Comment

10:02:43

None

INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW OF INTERIM WORK PLAN OPTIONS

10:03:10

Griffin Burns, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

EXHIBIT 4

Public Comment

10:13:10
10:15:19
10:16:35
10:19:31
10:20:06

Kelly Lynch, Executive Director, Montana League of City and Towns

Mark Lambrecht, CEO, Montana Electric Cooperatives Association (MECA)
Kyle Unruh, Renewable Northwest

David Herbst, American Power Play

Derek Goldman, Montana Policy Associate, Northwest Energy Coalition
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https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/4.2025_Natural_Resources_legislation_summary.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/5.DRAFT_ETIC%20_25-26_Work_Plan.pdf

EXHIBIT 5

Committee Questions/Discussion
10:23:41 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

10:27:27 Mark Lambrecht, MECA
10:27:38 Rep. Kerri Seekins-Crowe
10:28:24 Mark Lambrecht

10:29:14 Rep. Kerri Seekins-Crowe
10:29:21 Sen. Christopher Pope

10:32:40 Kyle Unruh, Renewable Northwest
10:33:27 Rep. Gary Parry

10:33:51 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
10:33:55 Sen. Gayle Lammers

10:35:03 Kyle Unruh

10:36:36 Sen. Gayle Lammers

10:36:56 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
10:39:26 Kyle Unruh

10:40:25 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
10:40:47 Rep. Bob Carter

10:41:14 Kyle Unruh

INTRODUCTION TO ASSIGNED STUDIES House Joint Resolution 4, Senate Joint
Resolution 12, & Senate Joint Resolution 21
10:43:38 Griffin Burns, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

EXHIBIT 6
EXHIBIT 7
EXHIBIT 8
EXHIBIT 9

Committee Questions/Discussion
10:50:44 Sen. Christopher Pope

10:51:18 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
10:51:30 Rep. Gary Parry

10:52:28 Griffin Burns, LSD

10:53:09 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
10:53:25 Rep. Gary Parry

10:53:42 Griffin Burns

10:54:05 Rep. Gary Parry

10:54:21 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

Public Comment


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/Derek_Goldman_EXHIBIT.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/7.HJ4_and_Preliminary_Study_Outline.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/8.SJ12_and_Preliminary_Study_Outline.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/Transmission_map_ETIC.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/9.SJ-21_and_Preliminary_Study_Outline.pdf

10:54:47 David Hurst, American Power Play
10:55:35 Kyle Unruh, Renewable Northwest

10:56:40 Mekenna Sellers, Montana Renewable Energy Association
10:58:31 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
10:58:58 Shannon James, Montana Environmental Information Center

10:59:43 Ron Catlett, Flathead Electric Cooperative
11:01:21 Derek Goldman, Northwest Energy Coalition

Committee Questions/Discussion

11:02:20 Sen. Greg Hunter

11:02:34 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
11:02:42 Griffin Burns

11:03:19 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
11:04:38 Rep. Katie Zolnikov

11:05:04 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

ADMINISTRATIVE RULE REVIEW
11:06:51 Jameson Walker, Legal Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 10

Committee Questions/Discussion
11:18:14 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

11:21:54 Jameson Walker, LSD

Public Comment
11:22:27 None

Committee Questions/Discussion
11:22:45 Sen. Daniel Zolnikov

EXHIBIT 11
11:27:03 Rep. Gary Parry
11:27:12 Griffin Burns, Lead Staff, LSD
11:27:26 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

11:27:31 Recessed
13:05:40 Reconvened

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OVERVIEW
13:06:05 Jennifer Fielder, Vice President, Commissioner, Public Service Commission
(PSC)

13:10:16 Will Rosquist, Administrator, Regulatory Division, PSC


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/ETIC_Rule_Overview_2025_2026%20(002).pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/Understanding-Energy-in-Montana-2023EXHIBIT.pdf

EXHIBIT 12

13:23:12 Lucas Hamilton, Chief Legal Counsel, PSC,
EXHIBIT 13

13:26:01 Brad Molnar, President, Commissioner, PSC
EXHIBIT 14

Committee Questions/Discussion
13:35:09 None

Public Comment
13:35:46 Alan Olson, Government Affairs Director, Northwestern Energy

Committee Questions/Discussion
13:37:26 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
13:37:53 Alan Olson, Northwestern Energy

MONTANA ENERGY INFORMATION & INTRODUCTIONS
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
13:38:51 Sonja Nowakowski, Director, DEQ

13:42:25 Dan Walsh, Administrator, Air Energy and Mining Division, DEQ

Committee Questions/Discussion
13:45:25 Rep. Bob Carter

13:45:35 Dan Walsh, DEQ

13:45:50 Ben Brouwer, Energy Bureau Chief, DEQ
13:45:59 Rep. Bob Carter

13:46:09 Ben Brouwer, DEQ

13:47:35 Sen. Christopher Pope

13:49:09 Director Sonja Nowakowski

13:49:17 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

MONTANA ENERGY INFORMATION & INTRODUCTIONS
Bonneville Power Administration (BPA)
13:50:39 Kate Wilson, Montana Liaison, BPA, Federal Lands Liaison

Committee Questions/Discussion
13:53:53 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

13:55:57 Kate Wilson, BPA

MONTANA ENERGY INFORMATION & INTRODUCTIONS
Montanan Consumer Counsel (MCC)

13:56:38 Jason Brown, MCC


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/PSC_Status_of_Dockets7-2025.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/PSC_Status_of_Litigation_7-2025.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/Commisioner_Molnar_EXHIBIT.pdf

Committee Questions/Discussion

13:58:59
13:59:12
13:59:33
13:59:55
14:00:19
14:00:57

Rep. Gary Parry

Jason Brown

Presiding Officer Danel Zolnikov
Rep. Bob Carter

Jason Brown

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

MONTANA ENERGY INFORMATION & INTRODUCTIONS
Northwest Power & Conservation Council

14:01:31

Brian Dekiep, Senior Policy Energy Analyst, Northwest Power & Conservation
Council

Committee Questions/Discussion

14:04:05
14:07:29
14:08:43
14:10:37
14:11:48
14:14:44
14:15:30

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

Brain Dekiep, Northwest Power & Conservation Council
Rep. Gary Parry

Brian Dekiep

Sen. Christopher Pope

Brain Dekiep

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

Public Comment

14:16:05
14:19:20

14:27:52
14:29:03
14:30:50
14:31:35
14:32:42
14:34:10
14:34:47
14:36:10
14:37:00

Mark Lambrecht, CEO, Montana Electric Cooperatives Association

Jesse Luther, Partner, Taylor Luther Group; on behalf of Talen Energy Montana;
on Behalf of Jason Small, AFL-CIO; on behalf of Sabey Data Centers

EXHIBIT 15

Amy Grmoljez, Crowley Fleck Law Firm, Avista Core

Sonny Capece, Montana Petroleum Association

Charles Denowh, Partner, Montana Group

Melissa Lewis, Puget Sound Energy, Charter Communications
Shelby Demars, Montana Association of Qil, Gas and Coal Counties
Shannon James, Montana Environmental Information Center

Matt Vincent, Executive Director, Montana Mining Association

Alan Olson, Government Affairs Director, Northwest Energy Coalition
Ron Catlett, Flathead Electric Cooperative

Committee Questions/Discussion

14:39:48

None


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/Jesse_Luther_EXHIBIT.pdf

14:40:29 Recessed
15:04:57 Reconvened

COMMITTEE WORK SESSION
15:05:00 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:08:46 Sen. Greg Hunter

15:08:54 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:09:52 Griffin Burns, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 16

15:10:00 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:10:51 Vice Presiding Officer Becky Edwards

15:12:05 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:12:15 Sen. Gregg Hunter

15:13:11 Sen. Christopher Pope

15:14:16 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:14:35 Rep. Gary Parry

15:16:02 Rep. Katie Zolnikov

15:16:48 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:18:11 Griffin Burns, LSD

15:19:01 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:19:13 Sen. Gregg Hunter

15:19:55 Rep. Gary Parry

15:20:36 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:20:48 Rep. Bob Carter

15:21:28 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:23:07 Griffin Burns

15:23:57 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:24:21 Sen. Christopher Pope

15:24:31 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:25:20 Rep. Gary Parry

15:25:33 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:26:55 Rep. Katie Zolnikov

15:27:23 Griffin Burns

15:27:50 Sen. Christopher Pope

15:29:12 Rep. Gary Parry

15:31:29 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:31:55 Sen. Christopher Pope

15:36:02 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

15:36:17 Griffin Burns

15:36:49 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/ETIC/July-2025/6.DRAFT_ETIC_25-26_Work_Plan_Decision_Matrix.pdf

15:38:11
15:38:42
15:40:16
15:41:13
15:41:49
15:42:08
15:42:18
15:42:49
15:44:14
15:45:38
15:46:38
15:49:33
15:50:54
15:51:05
15:51:26
15:52:00

COMMITTEE BILL DRAFT PROPOSALS AND DISCUSSION

15:53:13

PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF ETIC

16:13:05

Rep. Gary Parry

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
Griffin Burns

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
Sen. Christopher Pope

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
Rep. Katie Zolnikov

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
Griffin Burns

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
Sen. Gregg Hunter

Griffin Burns

Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
Griffin Burns

Jameson Walker, Legal Staff, LSD
Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov

Discussion

None

Committee Questions/Discussion

Jameson Walker, Legal Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

16:13:41

16:15:19 Rep. Gary Parry

16:15:34 Jameson Walker, LSD

16:16:11 Presiding Officer Daniel Zolnikov
ADJOURNMENT

Adjournment: 16:16:35
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