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AGENDA (Attachment 1)

VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2)

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
08:30:50 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. The
committee secretary took roll.

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 8: SPECIAL DISTRICT STUDY

Reporting Requirements and Available Data

08:34:37 Danielle Vincent, Bureau Chief, Local Government Services Bureau, Department
of Administration (DOA)

EXHIBIT 1
EXHIBIT 2

Committee Questions / Discussion
08:44:46 Sen. Mike Yakawich

08:45:07 Danielle Vincent, DOA

08:45:41 Megan Moore, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
08:46:16 Rep. Mark Thane

08:46:45 Danielle Vincent, DOA

08:47:48 Sen. Becky Beard

08:48:36 Danielle Vincent, DOA

08:49:49 Rep. Ed Byrne

08:50:15 Danielle Vincent, DOA

08:51:04 Sen. Greg Hertz

08:51:16 Danielle Vincent, DOA

08:54:02 Vice Presiding Officer Dave Fern

08:54:26 Danielle Vincent, DOA

08:56:50 Sen. Janet Ellis, Modernization & Risk Analysis Committee (MARA)
08:57:32 Danielle Vincent. DOA

08:58:27 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster

08:58:45 Danielle Vincent, DOA

UPDATE ON PROPERTY TAX DASHBOARDS
09:00:49 Megan Moore, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

(See Exhibit 2)
09:03:33 Kurt Swimley, Fiscal Analyst, Legislative Fiscal Division (LFD)
EXHIBIT 3 (Page 7)

Committee Questions / Discussion
09:08:28 Sen. Becky Beard

09:08:46 Kurt Swimley, LFD


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/nov-2025-RIC-agenda.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/RIC-11-12-25-Visitor-List.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/special-districts-DOA.pdf
https://dataportal.mt.gov/t/DOASITSDDataPortalPub/views/SABHRSLocalGovernmentTax_17589230214520/LocalGovernmentDashboard?%3Aembed=y&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3AshowShareOptions=true&%3Adisplay_count=no&%3AshowVizHome=no
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiMmNlZGQ0NDEtNTM4Yy00NWIwLTg4MjgtMjMxYWZjYzQwNjNiIiwidCI6IjVmYzM1Mjk4LTQyMTEtNDA1NC04Njc4LWIzMjgxYzM5NzI2NyJ9

09:09:08 Sen. Mike Yakawich

09:09:27 Kurt Swimley, LFD

09:09:58 Megan Moore, LSD

09:10:27 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster
09:10:35 Sen. Greg Hertz

Public Comment
09:11:48 Bob Story, Executive Director, Montana Taxpayers Association

09:15:48 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster

Committee Questions / Discussion
09:16:18 Sen. Greg Hertz

09:16:32 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster
09:17:16 Sen. Becky Beard

PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION STUDY
Property Classification in the States
09:17:53 Megan Moore, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

EXHIBIT 4
09:19:04 Rep. James Reavis joined the meeting.

Committee Questions / Discussion
09:28:45 Sen. Greg Hertz

09:29:29 Megan Moore, LSD

09:30:01 Vice Presiding Officer Dave Fern
09:30:54 Rep. James Reavis

09:31:24 Megan Moore, LSD

09:31:47 Jim Hamilton, Modernization & Risk Analysis Committee (MARA)
09:32:21 Megan Moore, LSD

09:33:11 Sen. Mike Yakawich

09:33:30 Megan Moore, LSD

09:35:12 Rep. Ed Byrne

09:35:56 Megan Moore, LSD

09:37:43 Sen. Greg Hertz

09:37:55 Megan Moore, LSD

09:40:11 Sen. Becky Beard

09:41:41 Sen. Greg Hertz

09:42:36 Vice Presiding Officer Dave Fern
09:43:54 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster

Public Comment
09:44:23 Bob Story, Executive Director, Montana Taxpayers Association
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https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/property-classification-by-state.pdf

09:50:05 Recessed
10:02:37 Reconvened

IMPACTS OF PROPERTY VALUE AND TAX CHANGES
Changes in Market Values and Taxable Values
10:02:52 Kurt Swimley, Fiscal Analyst, Legislative Fiscal Division (LFD)

EXHIBIT 5

Committee Questions / Discussion
10:36:32 Sen. Greg Hertz

10:37:03 Kurt Swimley, LFD

Economics of Value and Tax Changes
10:39:55 Amy Carlson, Legislative Fiscal Analyst, LFD

10:42:48 Barb Wagner, Fiscal Analyst, LFD
EXHIBIT 6

Committee Questions / Discussion
11:01:39 Jim Hamilton, Modernization & Risk Analysis Committee (MARA)

11:02:01 Barb Wagner, LFD

Economics of Value and Tax Changes - Continued
11:03:30 Sam Shaefer, Lead Fiscal Analyst, LFD

EXHIBIT 7

Committee Questions / Discussion
11:19:06 Jim Hamilton, MARA

11:19:29 Sam Shaefer, LFD
11:20:23 Rep. Mark Thane

11:21:06 Sam Shaefer, LFD
11:23:23 Sen. Mike Yakawich
11:23:52 Sam Shaefer, LFD
11:25:59 Sen. Janet Ellis, MARA
11:26:13 Sam Shaefer, LFD
11:27:14 Heather O'Loughlin, MARA
11:27:39 Sam Shaefer, LFD

Public Comment
11:29:48 Bob Story, Executive Director, Montana Taxpayers Association

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 8: SPECIAL DISTRICT STUDY - Continued
11:32:38 Megan Moore, LSD


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/LFD-Property-Update-FY2026.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/LFD-changing-economy-Barb-Wagner.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/LFD-changing-economy-Sam-Shaefer.pdf

Committee Questions / Discussion

11:33:59
11:35:07
11:35:28

11:38:18
11:40:35
11:41:32
11:42:50
11:43:13
11:44:04
11:45:16
11:46:47
11:47:11

11:47:43
13:00:47

Sen. Becky Beard

Sen. Greg Hertz

Megan Moore, LSD

EXHIBIT 8

Presiding Officer Larry Brewster
Rep. James Reavis

Sen. Greg Hertz

Presiding Officer Larry Brewster
Sen. Greg Hertz

Vice Presiding Officer Dave Fern
Rep. Mark Thane

Presiding Officer Larry Brewster
Sen. Greg Hertz

Recessed
Reconvened

IMPLEMENTATION OF SENATE BILL 542 / HOUSE BILL 231
Update on Administration

13:01:18

Bryce Kaatz, Bureau Chief, Property Assessment Division, Department of
Revenue (DOR)

EXHIBIT 9

Rebates Claimed and Appeals

13:06:36

Derek Bell, Administrator, Business & Income Tax Division, DOR

Committee Questions / Discussion

13:11:57
13:12:30
13:13:24
13:13:45
13:14:10
13:16:08
13:16:23

13:17:48
13:20:51

Rep. Mark Thane

Derek Bell, DOR

Sen. Mike Yakawich

Derek Bell, DOR

Bryce Kaatz, DOR

Presiding Officer Larry Brewster
Rep. James Reavis

Bryce Kaatz, DOR

Sen. Greg Hertz

Impact of Senate Bill 542 / House Bill 231 on Property Taxes

13:22:05

Eric Dale, Director, Tax Policy & Research Unit, DOR
EXHIBIT 10


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/September_8_2025/SJ8-special-district-overview.pdf
https://homestead.mt.gov/
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/Exhibit-Impact-of-SB542-HB231-on-Property-Taxes-Slides.pdf

Committee Questions / Discussion

13:47:33
13:48:07
13:49:58
13:50:22
13:51:53
13:52:06
13:54:33
13:55:41
13:57:27

13:57:41

14:01:55

Rep. Llew Jones, Modernization & Risk Analysis Committee (MARA)
Eric Dale, DOR

Vice Presiding Officer Dave Fern
Eric Dale, DOR

Sen. Greg Hertz

Eric Dale, DOR

Rep. Ed Byrne

Eric Dale, DOR

Sen. Greg Hertz

EXHIBIT 11

Eric Dale, DOR

(See Exhibit 11)

Rep. Llew Jones, MARA

Local Government Experience with SB 542 / HB 231

14:04:17
14:05:08

14:12:04

14:18:27

14:26:13

14:42:38
14:50:27

Megan Moore, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
Eric Bryson, Executive Director, Montana Association of Counties (MACo)
EXHIBIT 12

Jennifer Olson, Government Affairs Director, Montana League of Cities and
Towns (MLCT)

EXHIBIT 13

Shelley Turner, Executive Director, Montana Association of School Business
Officials (MASBO)

EXHIBIT 14

Joe Briggs, Commissioner, Cascade County
EXHIBIT 15

Russ Nelson, Mayor, City of Belgrade

Mike Waterman, Executive Director of Business & Operations, Bozeman Public
Schools

EXHIBIT 16
EXHIBIT 17

Committee Questions / Discussion

15:10:39
15:11:41
15:14:54
15:16:08
15:20:34
15:21:09
15:21:51
15:22:40

Rep. James Reavis

Shelley Turner, MASBO

Sen. Greg Hertz

Commissioner Joe Briggs, Cascade County
Scott Mendenhall, Deputy Director, DOR
Mayor Russ Nelson, Belgrade

Sen. Mike Yakawich

Jennifer Olson, MLCT


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/Exhibit-TIFs-Eric-Dale-DOR.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/Exhibit-MACo-county-mill-levies-fy26-summary.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/Exhibit-MLCT-Jennifer-Olson.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/MASBO-SB542.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/Exhibit-Joe-Briggs-11-12-25.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/Waterman-Slides-11-12-25.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/Waterman-542-schools-impacts.pdf

Impact on Ballot and Resolution Requirements
15:25:27 Megan Moore, LSD

EXHIBIT 18

Committee Questions / Discussion
15:29:11 Sen. Greg Hertz

15:29:36 Rep. Mark Thane

Public Comment
15:30:53 Eric Bryson, MACo

15:34:53 Jennifer Hensley, Missoula County
15:36:51 Commissioner Joe Briggs, Cascade County
15:38:45 Jennifer Olson, MLCT
15:40:02 Dani Hess, Montanans United for Sustainable Taxes (MUST)
15:43:01 Bob Story, Montana Taxpayers Association
(See Exhibit 5, Page 4)
15:46:51 Shelley Turner, MASBO
15:50:58 Rose Bender, Montana Budget and Policy Center

Committee Questions / Discussion
15:53:25 Rep. James Reavis

15:54:33 Eric Bryson, MACo

15:58:29 Recessed
16:09:05 Reconvened

IMPLEMENTATION OF SENATE BILL 542 /| HOUSE BILL 231 - Continued
Committee Questions / Discussion - Continued
16:09:14 Sen. Greg Hertz

(Exhibit 10, Page 2)
16:09:50 Jaret Coles, Legal Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
16:20:28 Sen. Becky Beard
16:23:31 Rep. Ed Byrne
16:25:01 Rep. James Reavis
Rep. Mark Thane
16:26:35
16:29:45 Vice Presiding Officer Dave Fern

AGENCY MONITORING: ADMINISTRATIVE RULE REVIEW
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https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/voted-levy-election-language.pdf

Administrative Rule Report

16:31:39 Jaret Coles, Legal Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 19
EXHIBIT 20

Committee Questions / Discussion
16:46:50 Vice Presiding Officer Dave Fern

16:46:56 Jaret Coles, LSD

AGENCY MONITORING: ADMINISTRATIVE RULE REVIEW - Continued
Committee Questions / Discussion
16:50:02 Vice Presiding Officer Dave Fern

16:50:33 Jaret Coles, LSD

16:52:39 Rep. Ed Byrne

16:53:34 Jaret Coles, LSD

16:55:06 Sen. Greg Hertz

16:55:25 Megan Moore, Lead Staff, LSD
16:56:49 Jaret Coles, LSD

Public Comment
17:01:09 Bob Story, Montana Taxpayers Association

(See Exhibit 20, Page 5)

Committee Questions / Discussion
17:04:17 Sen. Greg Hertz

17:04:32 Jaret Coles, LSD
17:06:46 Vice Presiding Officer Dave Fern
17:06:57 Jaret Coles, LSD
17:09:37 Presiding Officer Larry Brewster
17:10:05 Sen. Greg Hertz
17:10:14 Jaret Coles, LSD

IN RECESS UNTIL NOVEMBER 13, 2025
Recessed: 17:11:15


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/RIC-rule-review-memo-November-2025.FINAL.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/RIC/Meetings/November_12_13_2025/MAR-Notice-No.2025-430.1.pdf

