
Improving Public Access: 
Unlocking Public Lands

Department of Fish, Wildlife, & Parks



Determine if there are barriers for the 
Unlocking Public Lands program to 

increase public land access.

Objective



C r e a t e d  b y  s t a t u t e  i n  2 0 1 3

U p  t o  f o u r  $ 7 5 0  T a x  C r e d i t s  
p e r  l a n d o w n e r  p e r  y e a r

O n e  o f  s i x  M T  p u b l i c  l a n d  
a c c e s s  p r o g r a m s

M a n a g e d  b y  F W P  H u n t i n g  
A c c e s s  P r o g r a m



Methodology

• Visited all active projects

• Interviewed staff and 

stakeholders

• Reviewed documentation

• Compared to other Montana 

access programs

• Reviewed other state access 

programs



Participant Recruitment 
Challenges



Each Public Access Program Follows 
Different Criteria and Restrictions



Not All 
Programs 
Improve 
Public Access



Program 
Simplification 
Could Improve 
Public Access

Difficult to understand and 
communicate program 
differences

Other states have fewer, 
more flexible programs



UPL Structure is Counter-Productive

Compensation is fixed, relatively low, and 
burdensome to collect

Restrictions limit program’s effectiveness

Projects that qualify are not vetted for value



Recommendation #1
The department review state public access programs to develop 
and present a comprehensive recommendation to the legislature 
to consolidate or simplify access programs.

Department Response: Concur



User 
Challenges



Limited Information for Users

• Incomplete map and list of projects on FWP website 

• UPL access location data is limited

• Other (MT and elsewhere) access programs provide 

more detailed location information







Recommendation #2

The department improve access to public land access projects 
by providing additional data to the FWP online map and to 
datasets for use outside of FWP’s website.

Department Response: Concur
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