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Name City/State Representing Time & Date Subject Comment 

Lisa Bennett Red Lodge, 
MT 

Self 3:22 PM 
1/12/2026 

Recommendations 
for Changes to 
Title 13 laws 

See Attachment 4 

Daniel Eakin Sidney, MT Self 2:06 PM 
1/11/2026 

Christi Jacobsen 
Postcard 

1. Mailings are a waste of taxpayer money. How much 
money did these postcards cost? 2. I object to using 
state funds to send out party propaganda, and I believe 
it may be illegal. Only citizens ARE allowed to vote. 
The truth is that noncitizens have been barred from 
voting in federal elections since 1924. And in 1996, 
Congress made noncitizen voting in federal elections a 
crime punishable by fines and imprisonment. 3. I have 
served as an election judge multiple times, and to my 
knowledge the only verifiable noncitizens attempting to 
vote were in 2022 when two Philippine ladies on work 
visas wanted to vote in Phillips County. That's it. 4. We 
have a good clerk and recorder who is fair and 
conscientious in her job. Voters must show some form 
of ID on Election Day, and with absentee votes, her 
office checks and verifies the signature of the ballot 
with the voter registration. 5. The most concerning part 
about the SAVE Act is that President Trump wants 
access to all of our private data. 
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Mary 
Patterson 

Hot 
Springs, MT 

Self 4:45 PM 
1/10/2026 

recent postcard 
mailing from 
Secretary of State, 
Christy Jacobsen. 

I was appalled and outraged to receive Christi 
Jacobsen’s postcard regarding her proposed voting 
verification program. The post card makes it seem like 
Montana has voter fraud, when in fact that is not the 
case. It was sent at great taxpayer expense to all 
boxholders implying that it isn’t already the law that 
only citizens can vote. What this flyer does is set forth 
fear and distrust of Montana’s election system 
unnecessarily. Our state and local election systems 
have already been tested and found above fraud or 
reproach. This postcard intentionally tries to muddy the 
water. Please vote NO on any new voter verification 
laws as they are NOT necessary. 

Doug Ferrell Trout 
Creek, MT 

Self 12:13 PM 
1/10/2026  

Postcard from 
SOS Jacobsen 

I want to express my concern about a misleading 
postcard I received from our SOS Christi Jacobsen with 
the headline "Only Citizens Should Be Allowed to 
Vote". In fact only citizens are allowed to vote, and 
there is no evidence of significant numbers of non-
citizens who have voted. It appears our SOS has used 
her office and taxpayers money to spread fear and 
misinformation. I request that this committee take steps 
to avoid this kind of misuse of government resources. 
Thank you, Doug Ferrell, Trout Creek, MT. 

Shelley 
Eisenrich 

Hot 
Springs, MT 

Self 5:06 PM 
1/9/2026  

Federal SAVE Act 
Bill 

Montana should not be a part of the SAVE Act. This is 
deceptive in that it implies that non-citizens are able to 
vote (they are not), creates fear and distrust of our 
elections systems (which have proven to be safe, legal 
and legitimate) and gives the government access to our 
private data, something I am very concerned about. 

Mindy Ferrell Trout 
Creek, MT 

Self 4:28 PM 
1/9/2026  

Secy of State 
mailer 

This past week, the Secy of State's Office sent out a 
misleading, fearmongering boxholder postcard that was 
paid for by taxpayer dollars. It spreads misleading 
information that implies that non-citizens can currently 
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vote. They can't. I have been an Election Judge in 
literally every capacity of Sanders County's election 
process since 2016. Montana's and Sanders County's 
election process has been proven above reproach. Yet 
this postcard inflames an unnecessary fear that that is 
not the case. It also previews an implementation of 
governmental program requesting additional 
information be gathered and put into an already bloated 
and unsecure data base. The legislature should be 
able to better control the SOS purse strings to better 
protect and defend taxpayer investment. Misleading 
information such as this should not be allowed. 

Colleen Hinds Heron, MT Self 1:14 PM 
1/9/2026  

Postcards sent out 
by Secretary of 
State, Christi, 
Jacobsen 

This postcard implies that Montana's voting record has 
flaws! this is NOT true. it is already a law and closely 
followed by ALL county election judges: ,NO one can 
vote unless they are a citizen! To picture her as a 
partner of Donald \Trump is so base and misleading/ 
All voting is open to which ever political party each 
individual, wants,, not, just "R". And how much 
taxpayer money was spent on this smear/ fear 
tactic??? Please address this issue. Sincerely Colleen 
Hinds 

Margaret 
Schmidt 

Missoula, 
MT 

Self 8:58 AM 
1/8/2026  

Do Not Add 
Montana to the 
SAVE Act 

As a Montana voter, I urge to to keep Montana out of 
the SAVE Act. I do not want the federal government to 
access my private information. Non-citizen voting is a 
non-issue. So the SAVE Act is not necessary and 
certainly not worth violating Montanans' privacy. Thank 
you. 
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Public Comment submitted by Dave Kesler at the January 12, 2026 SAVA Meeting

























Public Comment submitted by Loy Chvilicek at the January 12, 2026 SAVA Meeting









Public Comment submitted by Mary Beveridge at the January 12, 2026 SAVA Meeting
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