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Name City/State Representing Time & Date Subject Comment 

Shelley 
Turner 

Helena, MT Montana 
Association 
of School 
Business 
Officials 

2:03 PM 
11/14/2025 

Shifting General 
Election Dates 
and the Effect on 
School Elections 

Again, I want to share my apologies that I am unable to 
attend this meeting. Please feel free to reach out with 
any questions or concerns you have that I can address. 
Thank you. Shelley Turner, MASBO. See Attachment 3 

Shelley 
Turner 

Helena, MT Montana 
Association 
of School 
Business 
Officials 

12:55 PM 
9/25/2025 

MASBO and 
school election 
guidelines 

My sincere apologies that I missed the September 25th 
meeting. I was away at an out of state conference. 
Please feel free to reach out to me any time regarding 
school elections and concerns with school policies and 
guidelines. Thank you, Shelley Turner 
sturner@masbo.com 

 
 
 
 



Attachment 3



November 17, 2029

Members of the State Administration and
Veterans’ Affairs Interim Committee (SAVA)

To:

School elections cannot absorb unexamined changes. They operate on one of
the most compressed and intricate statutory timelines in Montana law. Even a
small modification to statewide election timelines has significant ripple effects.

A holistic review would be required before altering any timelines. Before
modifying any election date or process that intersects with school calendar
requirements, Montana would need a full review of trustee election laws, levy
timelines, SBO staffing capacity, county coordination, publication requirements,
leadership transitions, budget adoption cycles, and more.

My name is Shelley Turner, and I am submitting this testimony in my capacity as
Executive Director of the Montana Association of School Business Officials
(MASBO) and on behalf of MASBO as an organization. I was unable to attend the
September meeting due to other professional obligations and will be out of state
for the upcoming November 17 meeting; however, I want the committee to know
that I am monitoring these discussions closely and am available at any time to
assist the committee with questions or concerns related to school election
administration.

I would also like to express MASBO’s appreciation for the testimony provided by
Lance Melton of the Montana School Boards Association (MTSBA) at the prior
meeting. His remarks accurately reflected the interconnected nature of school
governance structures, trustee timelines, and election processes, and MASBO
strongly supports and aligns with his perspective. School Business Officials
(SBOs) serve as the clerks to Montana’s school boards, and MASBO works closely
with MTSBA to ensure the lawful operation of local school governance systems.

The school finance and election workforce is strained.  Nearly one-third of
Montana districts have experienced turnover of their district clerk/election
administrator this year alone. Average years of experience among new SBOs has
dropped sharply with over half of our members holding less than 5 years of
experience. Changes are hard for veteran district clerks, changes are
unsurmountable mountains for new district clerks.  

Please see accompanying tables and charts
on the last pages of this document.



MASBO’s statewide coordination with OPI and county election
administrators. Last week MASBO partnered with OPI to host a statewide
webinar reviewing legislative changes affecting school elections. Over 150 SBOs
and county election administrators attended, underscoring the need for
coordinated guidance.  MASBO continues to also partner with MTSBA
throughout the year to share important dates and deadlines with our public
schools. 

Request to the Committee:

Closing:

Respectfully submitted,

Shelley Turner, Executive Director

Thank you for your time and your willingness to consider the operational
realities of Montana’s public schools.

1. Any proposed changes to statewide election law should be carefully evaluated
for school-district impact before advancing.

2. The existing school election timeline must be protected unless a
comprehensive study is completed.

3. Stakeholders including MASBO, OPI, MTSBA, and county election
administrators must be included in discussions.
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Public Comment submitted by Kevin Nelson at the November 17, 2025 SAVA Meeting









Public Comment submitted by Lisa Bennett at the November 17, 2025 SAVA Meeting

































Public Comment submitted by Mary Beveridge at the November 17, 2025 SAVA Meeting
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