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January 22, 2026 
 
Brigadier General Trenton Gibson, Adjutant General Montana National Guard 
Department of Military Affairs 
P.O. Box 4789 
1956 Mt. Majo Street 
Fort Harrison, MT 59636-4789 
Trenton.Gibson@mt.gov 
 
 
Dear General Gibson, 
 
At its January 12, 2026, meeting, the members of the State Administration and Veterans’ Affairs (SAVA) Interim 
Committee heard public testimony from an individual named Dave Kesler, who shared concerns about an 
employee at the Fort Harrison VA Hospital. The documentation Mr. Kesler provided is attached to this letter. Here 
is a summary of the concerns raised: 

• potential fiduciary waste of funds in renting an MRI unit that would be more financially responsible 
purchased; 

• poor judgment on the use of a generator leading to the hospitalization of employees using a rented CT 
machine; 

• multiple removals by police witnessed by VA staff; 
• sexual harassment through provocative body movements; 
• annual employee evaluations on roughly 25 people approaching 80 days late; and 
• severe harassment causing multiples employees to quit. 

 
The SAVA committee members and I were concerned by the testimony. We request that you make inquiries into 
the matter to the extent permitted by your authority, as we understand that the VA Hospital is a federal entity, 
and your office is a state entity. The committee would like an update on any information you are able to acquire 
on this matter at our next meeting, which is scheduled for Monday, March 9, 2026. 
 
Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Senator Theresa Manzella, Presiding Officer 
 
cc: Renea Dorvall, Deputy Director, Department of Military Affairs (sent via email) 

Matt Young, Division Administrator, Montana Veteran Affairs Division (sent via email) 
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