
❖ What are the skills that you 
believe Montana’s young people 
will most need to thrive?

 

Roadshow Round One:
1st Thought Exchange
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Critical thinking & problem solving are the highest 
ranking themes

Critical Thinking: 4.5: 9 thoughts shared Reading 4.2: 11 thoughts shared
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What Do 
Young People 

Need to Thrive 
Now and in The 

Future?

Core Skills
Students exhibiting their learning and growth against high academic 
standards on an ongoing/daily basis.

Habits of Learning and Well-Being
Students develop an understanding of the power of learning and 
acquire skills that allow them to contribute to their own well-being 
and life satisfaction.

Contemporary Skills
Students develop skills connected with future career success such 
as communication, collaboration, creative thinking, adaptive 
reasoning, the ability to stare down and learn from failure.

Community Skills
Students develop skills that enable them to contribute beyond 
themselves such as personal and civic responsibility, seeking out the 
perspectives of others, courage, curiosity, respect, fairness, 
compassion.  3



What Do 
Young People 

Need to Thrive 
Now and in The 

Future?

Core Skills
Students exhibiting their learning and growth against high academic 
standards on an ongoing/daily basis.

Roadshow participants’ responses aligned with 
the skills prioritized in future-forward, learner 

centered systems. 4



What Do 
Young People 

Need to Thrive 
Now and in The 

Future?

Habits of Learning and Well-Being
Students develop an understanding of the power of learning and 
acquire skills that allow them to contribute to their own well-being 
and life satisfaction.
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What Do 
Young People 

Need to Thrive 
Now and in The 

Future?

Contemporary Skills
Students develop skills connected with future career success such 
as communication, collaboration, creative thinking, adaptive 
reasoning, the ability to stare down and learn from failure.
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What Do 
Young People 

Need to Thrive 
Now and in The 

Future?

Community Skills
Students develop skills that enable them to contribute beyond 
themselves such as personal and civic responsibility, seeking out the 
perspectives of others, courage, curiosity, respect, fairness, 
compassion.  
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Revisiting your priorities for students from meeting 1 

Academic Skills & Standards
● Strict standards on increasing proficiency in 

grades 1-3 (50% or 80%)
● Graduating seniors have to place into credit 

bearing classes
● Increasing math requirements to 3 years
● Fundamental knowledge of history and 

civics/citizenship

Life Skills & Practical Knowledge

● Skills for daily living, checkbook, oil, tire
● Critical thinking and financial literacy
● Prepared to function as an American citizen
● College or CTE - need to be ready

Cognitive & Problem-Solving Abilities

● Problem solving skills
● Critical thinking 
● Creativity
● Know how they will use basic skills

Social-Emotional Development

● Social skills → cooperation, conflict 
resolution, responsibility to a group

● Resiliency 
● Motivation and initiative
● Self awareness/worth
● Sense that they are building their own 

identity/take ownership of
● Confident to enter adulthood "anxious 

generation" 8
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practical, hands-on, learning 
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#4→Providing individualized 
learning tailored to learners 
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#5→Role of 
Standardized testing 
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Revisiting System Priorities from Meeting 1 
Public Trust & Transparency

● Restored public trust and confidence in schools and 

decision making processes

● Transparency in teaching and expenditures

● Level of trust – if we keep goals at the center and 

trust each other I think we can get there

● We don't necessarily align funding to strategic plans 

and needs assessments

Assessment & Measurement

● Measures of effectiveness at classroom level (not 

same as students) and data requirements from 

within the system

● Be deliberate re: proficiency - may not be test 

scores, may be remediation at college, may be 

stacked credentials, some measures and 

assessments but not solely test scores

● It might take a bit of time to come up with the right 

measures
System Goals & Equity

● System objective → raise proficiency rates and close proficiency gaps between districts

● Set a very high goal for proficiency. It's not too much to ask that students can do the reading and math of life. How 

do we get the most? We have to set a high goal. It's a winning system if the system gets the kids where they need 

to be. The system can't be the main failure point

● We need a system that can intervene to minimize cross-district differences in proficiency but I'm not advocating 

for a test scores only proficiency measure
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System Priorities

We asked participants to ‘drag and 
drop’ these statements into their 

preferred order. The most important 
was at the top and scored “1.”
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Funding Priority Rankings

Ranking Priority

1 Funding is aligned to clear goals, provides resources for high-quality curricula and 
materials, and expands access to a wide variety of courses

2 A teacher pipeline that prioritizes "real classroom" training and supports to retain 
teachers

3 High quality K-3 learning that sets the stage for success through graduation

4 The system provides transparency on its investments and spending, incorporates 
parent and teacher voice, and inspires public confidence

5 Clear assessments that inform instruction, identify needs for student support, and 

correlated to industry credentials and postsecondary enrollment requirements

Rankings from highest to lowest order of importance across all Roadshows. 
16



Degree to which participants understand how their 
investments in education are being spent
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Initial thoughts regarding funding 

We asked if Montana's 
educational needs can be met 
at the current level of funding if 
officials can allocate funds 
efficiently and flexibly. 

86% of Roadshow participants 
did not agree. 
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