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MEMBERS EXCUSED:

Rep. Brad Barker (R)

Rachel Green

Sen. Jacinda Morigeau (D)
Sen. Sara Novak (D)

Sen. Jonathan Windy Boy (D)

MEMBERS ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT:

Pad McCracken, Lead Staff

Julia Pattin, Fiscal Staff

Rebecca Brown, Research Analyst
Laura Sankey Keip, Legal Staff
Jolanda Songer, Secretary

AGENDA (Attachment 1)

VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2)

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL
08:01:50 Presiding Officer David Bedey called the meeting to order at 8:01 AM.

INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE IN ECUCATION "DEEP DIVE"

08:02:37 Nathan Driskell, Chief Policy Officer, National Center on Education and the
Economy (NCEE)
(See Exhibit 3)

Questions and Discussion
08:06:55 Presiding Officer David Bedey

08:08:38 Sen. Forrest Mandeville

08:08:58 Presiding Officer David Bedey

08:09:04 Pad McCracken, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
08:09:57 Presiding Officer David Bedey

INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE IN ECUCATION "DEEP DIVE" - Continued
08:10:23 Nathan Driskell, NCEE
(See Exhibit 3)

Breakout Session
08:13:17 Janice Case, Regional Director West, NCEE

Questions and Discussion
08:26:00 Janice Case, NCEE

08:26:26 Presiding Officer David Bedey
08:26:36 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
08:26:37 Janice Case

08:27:01 Sen. Becky Beard


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/SFIC/September-15-16-2025/final-agenda-SFIC-Sept-2025.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/SFIC/September-15-16-2025/Visitor-Log-SFIC-9-16-2025.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/SFIC/September-15-16-2025/Exhibit-3-Presentation-NCEE-9.15%209.16-FINAL.pdf

08:28:11 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
08:29:24 Presiding Officer David Bedey
08:29:55 Commissioner Tim Tharp
08:34:01 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
08:35:03 Presiding Officer David Bedey
08:36:15 Commissioner Tom Burnett
08:37:15 Presiding Officer David Bedey
08:39:03 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
08:40:12 Presiding Officer David Bedey
08:40:28 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
08:42:07 Commissioner Martha Potter
08:44:48 Rep. Luke Muszkiewicz
08:46:36 Janice Case

08:52:24 Commissioner Mike Waterman
08:54:43 Commissioner Tim Tharp
08:55:41 Sen. Becky Beard

08:56:31 Presiding Officer David Bedey
08:58:09 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
09:00:02 Presiding Officer David Bedey
09:01:54 Commissioner Matt Schreiber

PUBLIC COMMENT
09:02:50 None

INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE IN ECUCATION "DEEP DIVE" - Continued
09:03:31 Nathan Driskell

(See Exhibit 3)
09:09:29 Sen. Jonathan Windy Boy joined the meeting via Zoom.

Breakout Session
09:15:08 Janice Case
(See Exhibit 3)

Questions and Discussion
09:26:19 Janice Case

09:27:57 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
09:28:54 Janice Case
09:32:41 Presiding Officer David Bedey
09:32:56 Sen. Becky Beard

EXHIBIT 9
09:34:36 Janice Case
09:36:20 Presiding Officer David Bedey
09:38:32 Nathan Driskell


https://zac.psdschools.org/about-us/academics

09:40:02 Sen. Becky Beard

09:40:17 Nathan Driskell

09:40:30 Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews
09:41:40 Nathan Driskell

09:43:22 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
09:44:10 Rep. Lee Deming

09:45:45 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
09:47:49 Sen. Becky Beard

09:48:35 Presiding Officer David Bedey
09:49:39 Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews
09:51:17 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
09:52:31 Presiding Officer David Bedey
09:55:16 Commissioner Tim Tharp
09:56:22 Janice Case

09:56:53 Presiding Officer David Bedey
09:58:44 Commissioner Mike Waterman
10:02:07 Presiding Officer David Bedey
10:04:03 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
10:04:32 Presiding Officer David Bedey
10:06:16 Sen. Becky Beard

10:07:00 Presiding Officer David Bedey

10:07:33 Recessed
10:19:57 Reconvened

10:20:02 Sen. Jonathan Windy Boy left the meeting via Zoom.

PUBLIC COMMENT
10:20:36 Terry Marasco

10:23:28 Gary Lusin, Bozeman

10:30:13 Dean Jardee, Montana Parent Teacher Association
10:33:33 Jamie Marshall, Chair, Kid's Education Yes, Great Falls
10:35:18 Rep. Lee Deming left the meeting.

INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE IN ECUCATION "DEEP DIVE" - Continued
10:35:50 Nathan Driskell

(See Exhibit 3)

Questions and Discussion
10:45:13 Sen. Becky Beard

10:47:25 Commissioner Mike Waterman
10:47:39 Presiding Officer David Bedey



10:53:19 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
10:58:02 Commissioner Martha Potter
10:58:53 Presiding Officer David Bedey
10:59:19 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
11:00:06 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
11:01:29 Commissioner Tim Tharp
EXHIBIT 10

11:03:20 Presiding Officer David Bedey
11:04:49 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
11:06:09 Presiding Officer David Bedey

INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE IN ECUCATION "DEEP DIVE" - Continued
11:07:23 Janice Case
(See Exhibit 3)

Questions and Discussion
11:12:39 Pad McCracken, LSD

INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE IN ECUCATION "DEEP DIVE" - Continued
11:14:14 Nathan Driskell

(See Exhibit 3)
11:16:20 Janice Case

Questions and Discussion
11:16:47 Sen. Becky Beard

11:18:10 Presiding Officer David Bedey
11:22:44 Commissioner Tom Burnett
11:23:37 Presiding Officer David Bedey
11:25:33 Janice Case

11:26:41 Presiding Officer David Bedey
11:27:55 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
11:30:17 Janice Case

PUBLIC COMMENT
11:32:12 Terry Marasco, Whitefish

11:33:50 Gary Lusin, Bozeman

Questions and Discussion
11:35:15 Sen. Luke Muszkiewicz

11:35:41 Pad McCracken

11:36:10 Recessed
13:02:35 Reconvened


https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=legmt.gov&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9hcmNoaXZlLmxlZ210Lmdvdi9jb250ZW50L0NvbW1pdHRlZXMvSW50ZXJpbS8yMDIzLTIwMjQvRWR1Y2F0aW9uL01lZXRpbmdzL3NlcHRlbWJlci0yMDIzL2VkaWMtY2g1NS1wYmUtc3VtbWFyeS1zZXAtMjAyMy5wZGY=&i=NjIxOTE4YjY4N2ZjZmUxMGZkMDk3YThh&t=S1YvSFpWN2JTUkdqSjdDVkwyM1FLaGIzeVhMRTFqbG5kK2diaGd0K0RyTT0=&h=f463bc298531470dbcc0f46248d4fa6b&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVa0a3frDZLjMNfoeR-hjhn2T-bOd2UQmdrD7Xh8u41H8Q

INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE IN ECUCATION "DEEP DIVE" - Continued
13:02:45 Janice Case
EXHIBIT 11

Breakout Session
13:14:14 Janice Case

Questions and Discussion
13:19:12 Janice Case

13:19:44 Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews
13:20:18 Commissioner Tim Tharp

13:21:37 Rep. Luke Muszkiewicz

13:22:25 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
13:23:23 Commissioner Martha Potter
13:23:52 Presiding Officer David Bedey
13:25:03 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
13:25:34 Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews
13:26:46 Presiding Officer David Bedey
13:27:33 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
13:28:18 Presiding Officer David Bedey
13:28:50 Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews
13:29:23 Sen. Becky Beard

13:31:06 Commissioner Tim Tharp

13:32:56 Rep. Lee Deming

13:33:48 Janice Case

INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE IN ECUCATION "DEEP DIVE" - Continued
13:37:01 Nathan Driskell
(See Exhibit 3)

Questions and Discussion
13:40:47 Commissioner Tom Burnett

13:41:37 Nathan Driskell

Breakout Session
13:43:40 Janice Case

Questions and Discussion
14:05:01 Janice Case

14:05:47 Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews
14:06:14 Commissioner Tim Tharp

14:06:27 Commissioner Mike Waterman
14:06:42 Commissioner Tom Burnett
14:07:06 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
14:07:21 Sen. Becky Beard


https://youtu.be/mAYh4nWUkU0

14:08:07
14:09:25
14:09:44
14:09:54
14:10:28
14:10:55
14:11:29
14:12:02
14:12:10
14:12:24
14:12:44
14:13:38
14:13:47
14:13:52
14:14:08
14:14:25
14:15:54
14:16:16
14:16:49

Commissioner Martha Potter
Presiding Officer David Bedey
Commissioner Tom Burnett

Sen. Becky Beard

Commissioner Matt Schreiber
Superintendent Susie Hedalen

Rep. Lee Deming

Commissioner Mike Waterman
Commissioner Tim Tharp

Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews
Presiding Officer David Bedey
Commissioner Tom Burnett

Sen. Becky Beard

Commissioner Matt Schreiber
Janice Case

Commissioner Martha Potter

Janice Case

Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews
Commissioner Matt Schreiber

Breakout Session

14:17:19

Janice Case

Questions and Discussion

14:34:23
14:34:39
14:35:45
14:36:26
14:37:04
14:37:22
14:37:40
14:37:51
14:38:29
14:40:37
14:41:41
14:42:51
14:44:30
14:45:28
14:46:16
14:46:56

Janice Case

Rep. Lee Deming
Commissioner Tom Burnett
Sen. Sue Vinton
Commissioner Mike Waterman
Superintendent Susie Hedalen
Commissioner Tim Tharp

Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews
Presiding Officer David Bedey
Commissioner Tom Burnett
Sen. Becky Beard
Commissioner Martha Potter
Commissioner Matt Schreiber
Superintendent Susie Hedalen
Rep. Lee Deming
Commissioner Mike Waterman



14:48:33 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
14:49:50 Rep. Lee Deming

14:49:56 Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews
14:50:34 Presiding Officer David Bedey
14:51:19 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
14:53:56 Commissioner Mike Waterman
14:54:42 Presiding Officer David Bedey
14:57:08 Commissioner Martha Potter
14:59:22 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
15:01:29 Sen. Becky Beard

15:03:30 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
15:04:36 Presiding Officer David Bedey
15:06:39 Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews
15:07:33 Commissioner Martha Potter
15:08:12 Presiding Officer David Bedey
15:10:38 Sen. Becky Beard

15:11:38 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
15:12:32 Janice Case

15:12:44 Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews

PUBLIC COMMENT
15:14:01 Bob Jones

15:21:40 Dean Jardee, Montana Parent Teacher Association
15:25:08 Gary Lusin, Bozeman

INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE IN ECUCATION "DEEP DIVE" - Continued
Breakout Session
15:26:43 Janice Case

Questions and Discussion
15:37:24 Janice Case
(See Exhibit 3)
15:43:30 Presiding Officer David Bedey

15:43:34 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
15:43:42 Janice Case

15:44:06 Pad McCracken

15:44:26 Janice Case

15:44:42 Presiding Officer David Bedey
15:44:47 Janice Case

15:46:00 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
15:46:28 Janice Case



15:46:44 Rep. Luke Muszkiewicz
15:47:49 Presiding Officer David Bedey
15:48:31 Sen. Sue Vinton

15:49:21 Commissioner Tom Burnett
15:49:54 Rep. Lee Deming

15:50:32 Presiding Officer David Bedey
15:52:19 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
15:53:29 Commissioner Martha Potter
15:53:56 Presiding Officer David Bedey
15:54:13 Nathan Driskell

15:54:24 Janice Case

15:55:03 Commissioner Tom Burnett
15:55:47 Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews
15:56:27 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
15:57:58 Presiding Officer David Bedey
16:00:05 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
16:01:02 Commissioner Matt Schreiber

16:02:21 Commissioner Tom Burnett
16:03:15 Sen. Sue Vinton
16:05:04 Commissioner Mike Waterman

16:05:57 Janice Case

16:06:40 Presiding Officer David Bedey
16:08:19 Pad McCracken

16:10:14 Janice Case

16:11:32 Commissioner Tim Tharp
16:12:49 Presiding Officer David Bedey
16:13:51 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
16:14:41 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
16:15:23 Janice Case

16:17:11 Presiding Officer David Bedey
16:19:40 Janice Case

SCHOOL FUNDING TRAINING II
16:20:18 Pad McCracken, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)

EXHIBIT 12
(See Exhibit 6)

Questions and Discussion
16:30:10 Commissioner Matt Schreiber

16:30:44 Presiding Officer David Bedey


https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/SFIC/September-15-16-2025/20-9-309-crosswalk.pdf
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiOTYzYmU0MTEtZDg4Ny00OGIzLTk1YmItNzRlYjMyM2VjMDUyIiwidCI6IjVmYzM1Mjk4LTQyMTEtNDA1NC04Njc4LWIzMjgxYzM5NzI2NyJ9&pageName=ReportSection081dd3b90c1c7e1cbe05

16:34:14 Commissioner Tim Tharp
16:35:22 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
16:35:54 Presiding Officer David Bedey
16:36:21 Commissioner Mike Waterman
16:37:09 Superintendent Susie Hedalen

SCHOOL FUNDING TRAINING Il - Continued
16:37:46 Pad McCracken, LSD
(See Exhibit 11)

Questions and Discussion
16:39:23 Commissioner Matt Schreiber

16:40:33 Commissioner Mike Waterman
16:40:58 Superintendent Susie Hedalen
16:41:40 Commissioner Mike Waterman

16:41:53 Presiding Officer David Bedey
16:42:07 Commissioner Matt Schreiber

SCHOOL FUNDING TRAINING II - Continued
16:42:37 Pad McCracken
(See Exhibit 11)

Questions and Discussion
16:44:00 Vice Presiding Officer Eric Matthews

16:44:07 Pad McCracken

SCHOOL FUNDING TRAINING Il - Continued
16:44:31 Pad McCracken

Questions and Discussion
16:53:16 Presiding Officer David Bedey

PUBLIC COMMENT
16:55:33 Lisa Verlanic Fowler

16:59:06 Moffie Funk
17:01:45 Kim Popham, Montana Federation of Public Employees

COMMISSION WORK SESSION
17:06:32 Pad McCracken, Lead Staff, Legislative Services Division (LSD)
EXHIBIT 13

Questions and Discussion
17:11:58 Presiding Officer David Bedey

17:13:41 Commissioner Matt Schreiber
17:14:41 Presiding Officer David Bedey
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https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/SFIC/September-15-16-2025/memo-cost-study-Sept-2025.pdf

ADJOURNMENT
Adjournment: 17:18:27
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