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 IEFA in Action
Think – Pair - Share

• Partner up and share:

• An IEFA Success

• An IEFA Challenge – A lesson 
learned/insight regarding IEFA 
implementation

• We will randomly select pairs to 
share



IEFA Unit Update
Increased Accountability and Reporting Requirements

• As a result of legislative updates to 20-1-501, MCA have worked to increase our IEFA reporting requirements 
regarding appropriate uses of funds. 

• In addition, as part of accreditation requirements all schools must submit an Integrated Strategic Action Plan that 
includes specific examples of how they are implementing IEFA. 

IEFA Professional Development

• IEFA staff are working to support schools based upon the new ISAP data to provide relevant support.  We 
collaborate with a variety of statewide partners to assist in our ongoing implementation efforts.

• Recently revised our PD supports so we can better provide relevant and ongoing IEFA supports for staff beyond 
the “one and done” workshop. 

• IEFA on-line supports include webinars featuring cultural presenters from MT tribes.  

• Approximately 60 in-person and virtual presentations during the last school year for over 2600 teachers and 
students.



IEFA Unit Update
IEFA Professional Development

• During the 2024- 2025 school year 323 teachers took one of our recorded webinars. The IEFA Unit has over 80 on-line 
webinars posted on our website that cover a wide range of topics from boarding schools, ethnobotany, tribal sovereignty 
and teaching about contemporary issues.

• 6 Teacher Learning Hub courses – The Introduction to IEFA Course has had approximately 10,000 teachers complete it 
since 2016.  During the 2024/25 school year 1807 teachers completed IEFA hub courses.

• The 2025 Best Practices had approximately 200 attendees and it featured 47 workshops that covered a wide range of 
topics.

IEFA Curriculum Resources

• IEFA YouTube channel hosts 310 videos with over 50,000 views.

• Over 100 model lesson plans for various content areas and grade levels. i.e. We have 110 lesson plans just for Social 
Studies.

• Native Film Club partnership with the Big Sky Film Festival featured 3 Native American documentary films that were 
viewed by 2,744 students in 42 schools across Montana.

• Ongoing work to incorporate IEFA into our accreditation and content standards and statewide assessments.



Senate Bill 181 – Updating Indian Education for All 

AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING EDUCATION LAWS TO STRENGTHEN THE STATE'S 
COMMITMENT TO PRESERVING AMERICAN INDIAN CULTURAL INTEGRITY UNDER 
ARTICLE X, SECTION 1(2), OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION; REVISING INDIAN 
EDUCATION FOR ALL LAWS TO EMPHASIZE TRIBAL CONSULTATION AND THE ROLE OF 
INDIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL SPECIALISTS; PLACING ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
ON THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION TO 
IMPROVE INDIAN EDUCATION FOR ALL AND STRENGTHEN ACCOUNTABILITY; 



New IEFA Legislation SB 181 
20-9-329. IEFA Payment



New IEFA Feedback Portal
SB 181 amends sections 20-1-503 MCA.

Section 20-1-503, MCA, adds the requirement for the OPI to create and maintain an online portal to respond to and address feedback 
for improvement of the quality of American Indian studies. It requires OPI to respond to and address the feedback received in a manner 
that aims to continually improve the quality of American Indian studies; and report annually to the education interim committee and 
the state-tribal relations committee on the feedback received, responses provided, and improvements made under this subsection.

Portal Link: https://montanaopi.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_73ejad2wE41g6ma

The portal opened on August 12th.

As of August 19, 2025 OPI received 16 comments. 

Besides contact info, school info, and comments, we also ask respondents two additional questions:

● Regarding Indian Education for All, have you voiced your concerns and suggestions with local school administrators? Y/N
● Have you visited with classroom teachers regarding their implementation of IEFA in their classrooms? Y/N

 

https://montanaopi.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_73ejad2wE41g6ma


IEFA Legislation – Accountability and 
Funding

SB 181: Generally revise Indian education for 
all laws

Questions – Comments

Check out the IEFA website for guidance and 
resources for implementing current and new 
IEFA requirements.



IEFA Best Practices Conference – 200 attendees 
from schools across Montana



 
Indian Education for All Hub Course Feedback

Education is the key to understanding and appreciating one 
another. By adding Indian education to our classrooms, we open 
doors for Montanans to learn about the unique perspectives and 
ways of life of American Indians. This isn't just about breaking 
down stereotypes; it's about building respect for the varied 
histories that shape our state.

Montana's strength lies in its diverse population, and we have a 
chance to lead by example in promoting cultural appreciation. 
In essence, preserving Indian education in Montana is more than 
just a curriculum update; it's a commitment to building a society 
that values and respects every community. 

Current IEFA Hub Courses

• Introduction To Indian Education for All 
in Montana

• How to Use The Framework: A 
Practical Guide for Implementing IEFA

• Bison Restoration and Tribal 
Sovereignty In Montana

• Seamless Integration of IEFA Into 
Mathematics

• Teaching And Learning About 
Contemporary Issues In Indian 
Country



Essential Understandings Regarding Montana Indians

4 Main Themes:

•   Diversity
•   Culture
•   History
•   Sovereignty

EU 1– Tribal Diversity
EU 2 – Individual Diversity
EU 3 – Beliefs, Spirituality, Oral Hist.
EU 4 – Reservations – land reserved
EU 5 – Federal Indian Policy
EU 6 – History from American Indian 
Perspectives
EU 7 – Tribal Sovereignty



(IEFA) Framework

� Designed to help school 
administrators and instructional staff 
understand and implement IEFA in a 
practical way

� Can serve as a bridge between theory 
and practice and between delivery of 
content and development of skills

� Can help schools move from an 
either/or to a both and more 
perspective

� IEFA Framework Hub Course



Framework 
For IEFA 
Planning And 
Integration

• Actionable Policy
• Diverse Team
• Shared Journey

Policy and Planning

• EU Proficiency
• Accurate, Tribally Specific Information
• Bias Recognition Strategies

Professional Development

• Evaluate for Accuracy and Authenticity
• Weed Out Inaccurate or Unnecessary Materials

Materials Review and Selection



ISAP IEFA Reporting



ISAP IEFA 
Reporting



IEFA Curriculum Mapping



IEFA Curriculum Mapping



New IEFA Resources in Development



New IEFA Resources in Development



Tribal Flags

Central Elementary School - Helena

East Helena High School – Tribal Seals







•New interactive Crow role play video game  based 
upon a traditional Crow story.



Questions – Comments

Visit our website and check out our IEFA webinars & hub courses!

Artwork by Carroll College Education 
Students



Indian Language Preservation

Class 7

 In 1995, the Montana Office of Public Instruction supported the Class 7 Indian language and culture 
specialist license.

 This rule was initially assigned as ARM 10.57.407 and was changed to ARM 10.57.436 as the brief 
history outlines: 10.57.407 Class 7 American Indian Language and Culture Specialist (Transferred). 
[History: 20–4-102, MCA; Imp, 20-4-103, 20-4-106; MCA; NEW, 1995 MAR. p. 2803, Eff. 12/22/95 to 
ARM 10.57.436, 2002 MAR. p. 3309, Eff. 11/28/02.]. (ARM, Citation2002, 10-57-436, p. 3309)

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/2331186X.2017.1371820


2015, the Cultural Integrity Commitment Act (Senate Bill 272).

State Senator Jonathan Windy Boy introduced Montana’s first-ever language immersion bill in 2015, 
the Cultural Integrity Commitment Act (Senate Bill 272). This legislation created a two-year window for 
using one-time-only state funds to initiate Native language immersion programs in public school 
classrooms.

The act provided a one-time-only appropriation of $45,000 through the 2017 biennium for Indian 
language immersion programs in schools with American Indian student enrollment of at least 10 
percent.  The program made Montana the first state after Hawaii to fund tribal language immersion in 
public schools.



2015 Indian Language and Immersion Program (ILIP): 

Indian Language and Immersion Program (ILIP): The program is established in 2015 to support efforts of 
Montana tribes to preserve and perpetuate Indian languages in the form of spoken, written, sung, or 
signed language and to assist in the preservation and curricular goals of Indian education for all pursuant 
to Article X, section 1(2), of the Montana constitution and Title 20, chapter 1, part 5.
In the first year of funding, Browning School District’s KW Bergen Elementary, located on the Blackfeet 
Reservation, was the only school to develop a Native language immersion program
Browning began its immersion program with a single, full-day kindergarten class in which half the day 
was taught in Blackfeet and the other half in English. The school paired a teacher with regular 
elementary school certification and a teacher with a Class 7 Native American language and culture 
certification. 
In the second year of funding, Browning first-graders who participated in the program as kindergarteners 
had the same Class 7 language teacher, and the program was offered to another kindergarten class. In 
addition, two schools located on the Crow Reservation, Wyola Elementary and Crow Agency 
Elementary, received funding to develop Native language immersion programs.



ILIP Recipients: 

2021 (FY 2022):

 Browning Public School District

 Hardin Public School District

2022 (FY 2023):

 Browning Public School District

 Hardin Public School District

 Hays-Lodgepole

 Box Elder Public School District

2023 (FY 2024)

 Browning Public School District

 Hardin Public School District

 2024 (FY 2025)

 Browning Public School District

 Box Elder Public School District

 Hardin Public School District



ILIP Funding Formula

MCA 20-7-1404
(2) In acknowledgment of Article X, section 1, of the Montana constitution, the educationally relevant 
factors for the school funding formula under 20-9-309(3), and the increased costs associated with 
language immersion programs, a district creating an Indian language immersion program is entitled to 
the following in addition to the school funding formula in Title 20, chapter 9:
(a) (i) subject to subsections (3) and (4), for every Indian student participating in an Indian language 
immersion program, an additional American Indian achievement gap payment, as calculated in 
20-9-306, multiplied by 2; and
(ii) for every non-Indian student participating in an Indian language immersion program, an additional 
Indian education for all payment, as calculated in 20-9-306, multiplied by 2; and
 (b) for every full-time American Indian language and culture specialist teaching in an Indian 
language immersion program, a quality educator payment as calculated in 20-9-306.

https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/2016/mca/title_0200/chapter_0090/part_0030/section_0090/0200-0090-0030-0090.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/2016/mca/title_0200/chapter_0090/part_0030/section_0060/0200-0090-0030-0060.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/2016/mca/title_0200/chapter_0090/part_0030/section_0060/0200-0090-0030-0060.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/2016/mca/title_0200/chapter_0090/part_0030/section_0060/0200-0090-0030-0060.html


2013: Montana Indian Language Preservation (MILP): 

In 2013, the Montana Legislature established the Montana Indian Language Preservation Pilot 
Program, providing $2 million to support language preservation efforts by tribal governments and 
maintained in the Department of Commerce.
The Legislature extended the program in 2015 with $1.5 million and in 2017.
The initial pilot program was created to help preserve Native languages that are traditionally 
spoken in the state.
Each of the eight tribal nations produce preservation products that help memorialize their 
languages while at the same time help to perpetuate language usage.
Each of the tribes has their own schedule and prioritization of goals and activities for the year.
The activities include digitizing language products, recordings of stories and book publishing, 
online classes, development of interactive language dictionaries and other language learning 
activities and summer language immersion classes among other priorities. 



2021: MILP moves under the Office of Public Instruction: 

Rep. Sharon Stewart Peregoy, a D-Crow Agency, Rep. Jonathan Windy Boy, D-Box Elder, and Rep. 
David Bedey, R-Hamilton, worked together to craft a plan to restore the funding and move the 
program under the Office of Public Instruction instead of the state Department of Commerce. 

The subcommittee's unanimous voice vote restored the full $750,000 in funding and requested the 
program move under the OPI's budget. 

https://helenair.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/state-funding-for-native-language-programs-restored/article_481f65a2-6939-5ae4-8cca-74062a5606c0.html

