
Domestic Exemption Flow Chart for Areas Under GW Regulation¹

Is the well in a 
subdivision²?

Is the well a 
shared well?

Is the proposed use only
for in-home, residential 
use and/or livestock?

Yes

No

Exempt Use (limited to 13,000 gpd for in home use only).  No water right required.

Water right required. ³

Exempt Use.  No water right required.

Water right required.

Yes

No

Is the use for homes, 
organization camps, public 
campgrounds, or livestock?

Is the use for homes, 
organization camps, public 
campgrounds, or livestock?

Is the total combined use from 
well less than 13,000 gpd and 
½ acre of irrigation?

Is the proposed use from well 
less than 13,000 gpd and ½ 
acre of irrigation?

Is the total combined use from 
well less than 2.8 af/yr?

Is the proposed use from well 
less than 2.8 af/yr?

Yes

Yes

No

YesYes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No No

No

No

No

No

Exempt Use.  No water right required.

Water right required.

Exempt Use.  No water right required.

Water right required.

Exempt Use.  No water right required.

Water right required.

Start

¹ Areas Under GW Regulation - An area where the director of the department of water resources has issued a moratorium order on the development of new water 
rights or has designated a critical ground water area or  ground water management area.
² Subdivision - Idaho Code § 50-1301(18) defines “subdivision” as “[a] tract of land divided into five (5) or more lots, parcels, or sites for the purpose of sale or 
building development . . . .“
³ Water Right Required - Obtain a new water right or transfer an existing water right.  Applications for Permit will require mitigation for new consumptive uses such 
as irrigation.
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Provided by Idaho Dept. of Water
Resources
Website: https://idwr.idaho.gov/
domestic-exemption/



Domestic Exemption Flow Chart for Areas Not Under GW Regulation¹

Is the well in a 
subdivision²?

Is the well a shared 
well?

Is the proposed use only 
for in-home, residential 
use and/or livestock?

Yes

No

Exempt Use (limited to 13,000 gpd for in 
home use only).  No water right required.

Water right required.³

Exempt Use.  No water right required.

Water right required.

Yes

No

Is the use for homes, 
organization camps, public 
campgrounds, or livestock?

Is the use for homes, 
organization camps, public 
campgrounds, or livestock?

Is the total combined use from 
well less than 13,000 gpd and 
½ acre of irrigation?

Is the proposed use from well 
less than 13,000 gpd and ½ 
acre of irrigation?

Is the total combined use from 
well less than 2.8 af/yr?

Is the proposed use from well 
less than 2.8 af/yr?

Yes

Yes

No

YesYes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No No

No

No

No

No

Exempt Use.  No water right required.

Water right required. 

Exempt Use.  No water right required.

Water right required.

Exempt Use.  No water right required.

Water right required.

Start
Is the well a shared 
well?

Yes

No

Exempt Use.  No water right required.

¹ Areas Under GW Regulation - An area where the director of the department of water resources has issued a moratorium order on the development of new water 
rights or has designated a critical ground water area or  ground water management area.
² Subdivision - Idaho Code § 50-1301(18) defines “subdivision” as “[a] tract of land divided into five (5) or more lots, parcels, or sites for the purpose of sale or 
building development . . . .“
³ Water Right Required - Obtain a new water right or transfer an existing water right.  Applications for Permit will require mitigation for new consumptive uses such 
as irrigation.
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