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INTRODUCTION 
The  work p lan  p rovides an  ou tline  of the  Wate r Policy In te rim  Com m ittee ’s work during the  2025-26 in te rim  and  
e stab lishes tim e  a lloca tions for each  study and  top ic. Th is docum ent p rovides gu idance  to  the  com m ittee , s ta ff, and  
the  pub lic ove r the  next 15 m on ths and  se rves as a  b lueprin t for the  in te rim . 

The  Wate r Policy In te rim  Com m ittee  (WPIC) was crea ted  in  2009 to  study wate r policy. During the  legisla tive  in te rim , 
WPIC m ay focus on  assigned  study top ics as we ll as any wate r policy issue . In  2015, the  Mon tan a  Legisla tu re  
expanded  and  focused  WPIC du tie s to  include  ove rsigh t of issues “w h e re  t h e  p r im a ry con ce rn  is  t h e  q u a lit y o r  
q u a n t it y o f w a t e r .” See Appendix A for full text of WPIC’s governing sta tutes. 

COMMITTEE PROCEDURES AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

The  Wate r Policy In te rim  Com m ittee  (WPIC) ope ra te s unde r the  Rule s, Procedures, and  Guide lines for In te rim  
Com m ittee s adopted  by the  Legisla tive  Council. As requ ired  by law, 10-day ad vance  pub lic notice  will be  given  for a ll 
m ee tings and  the  pub lic will be  given an  opportun ity to  com m ent on  any m a tte r tha t is  with in  the  ju risd iction  of the  
com m ittee . The  Pre sid ing Office r m ay e stab lish  tim e  lim its  for pub lic com m en t, if necessary. In te re sted  pe rsons 
m ay be  added  to  the  m ailing list and  sign  up  for e lectron ic m ee ting notifica tions on  the  WPIC com m itte e  webpage . 

Agendas, m em os, links, and  othe r in form ation  a re  found  on  the  WPIC com m ittee  webpage : 
h ttps:/ /com m ittee s.legm t.gov/# /nonStand ingCom m ittee s/33 

MEMBERS AND STAFF 

Com m it t e e  Me m b e r s  Ph on e  Em a il 

Rep . Jill Cohen our (D – East He lena) 406-227-1144 jill.cohenour@legm t.gov 

Rep . Jam ie  Isa ly (D - Bozem an) 406-209-2568 jam ie .isa ly@legm t.gov 

Rep . Tom  Mille tt (R - Marion) 406-212-3613 tom .m ille t@legm t.gov 

Rep . Russ Mine r (R – Grea t Fa lls) 406-899-4514 russe l.m ine r@legm t.gov 

Rep . Tracy Sharp  (R - Polson) 406-407-2197 tracy.sharp@legm t.gov 

Sen . Willis  Curdy (D - Missou la) 406-728-0981 willis .curdy@legm t.gov 

Sen . Wylie  Galt (R - Martin sda le ) 406-220-0157 wylie .ga lt@legm t.gov 

Sen . Bruce  “Butch” Gille sp ie  (R - Ethridge ) 406-949-4453 bruce .gille sp ie@legm t.gov 

Sen . Bob  Phalen  (R - Lindsay) 406-939-1187 bobby.pha len@legm t.gov 

https://committees.legmt.gov/#/nonStandingCommittees/33
https://committees.legmt.gov/#/nonStandingCommittees/33
mailto:jill.cohenour@legmt.gov
mailto:jamie.isaly@legmt.gov
mailto:tom.millet@legmt.gov
mailto:russel.miner@legmt.gov
mailto:tracy.sharp@legmt.gov
mailto:willis.curdy@legmt.gov
mailto:wylie.galt@legmt.gov
mailto:bruce.gillespie@legmt.gov
mailto:bobby.phalen@legmt.gov
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St a ff Ph on e  Em a il 

Toni Hennem an, Lead  Sta ff 406-444-3593 ton i.henne m an@legm t.gov 

Alexis Sandru , Attorney 406-444-3064 a lexis.sandru@legm t.gov 

HOW  THE COMMITTEE PLANS ITS W ORK 

 The  Wate r Policy In te rim  Com m ittee  e stab lishes a  work p lan  a t the  beginn ing of the  in te rim . Th is work p lan  is  a  
road  m ap  for the  2025-26 in te rim  and  he lps WPIC fu lfill s ta tu tory du tie s such  as agency ove rsigh t and  ru lem aking 
au thority, while  a lso  devoting tim e  to  assigned  study top ics. The  com m ittee  m ay a lso addre ss issues of in te re st to  
com m ittee  m em bers with in  the  com m ittee ’s assigned  areas of wate r policy. 

The  com m ittee  e stab lishes its  work p lan  a t the  beginn ing of the  in te rim . The  p rim ary constra in t lim itin g the  in te rim  
work p lan  is  the  num ber of issues tha t can  be  e ffective ly addre ssed with in  ava ilab le  tim e  and  re sources of the  
com m ittee  m em bers and  its  sta ff.  

Th is 2025-26 Draft In te rim  Work Plan  is  a  decision-m aking tool to  he lp  com m ittee  m em bers work toge the r 
e fficien tly to  se t p rioritie s and  decide  how and  where  to  spend  the  WPIC’s 
lim ited  tim e  and  re sources. The  work p lan  e stab lishes a  stra tegy for fu lfilling 
re sponsib ilitie s while  a lso  rem ain ing flu id  to  addre ss poten tia l em erging 
issues. 

Sta ff will deve lop  de ta iled  work p lans and  tim e tab le s for each  m ajor study. 
The  Draft WPIC Work Plan  Decision  Matrix, a  separa te  docum ent, is  a  tool to  
see  op tions side  by side  and  a lloca te  sta ff tim e  accord ing to  m em ber 
p rioritie s. The  m atrix inclu des e stim ate s for to ta l s ta ff tim e  ava ilab le  to  the  
com m ittee , bu t keep  in  m ind  tha t m any top ics a lso  requ ire  m ee ting tim e  for 
update s, pane l p re sen ta tions, and  com m ittee  d iscussion . 

W PIC STATUTORY DUTIES & OBLIGATIONS 

AGENCY OVERSIGHT 

WPIC is  e stab lished  by law to  p rovide  ove rsigh t ‘for issues whe re  the  p rim ary conce rn  is  the  qua lity or quan tity o f 
wate r”1 in  ce rta in  p rogram s of the  Departm ent of En vironm enta l Quality (DEQ), the  Departm ent o f Fish , Wild life , 
and  Park (FWP), and  the  Departm ent o f Natura l Resources and  Conse rva tion  (DNRC). WPIC m ay de te rm ine  the  
issues it exam ines and  conduct p rogram  eva lua tion s of p rogram s unde r its  ove rsigh t purview. The  p rogram  
eva lua tion  p rocess a llows for an  in -dep th  and  con te xtua l review of a  p rogram , includ ing app licab le  laws, ru le s, 
fund ing, and  im p lem enta tion .  

 

1 Section  5-5-231, MCA. 

What does WPIC do? 

Conducts in terim  stud ies 

Monitors agencies 

Reviews adm in istra tive  ru les 

Reviews councils, reports 

Exam ines em erging wa ter issues 

Proposes, reviews legisla tion 

Reviews ba llot in itia tives 

mailto:toni.henneman@legmt.gov
mailto:alexis.sandru@legmt.gov
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2025-2026/WPIC/July_30_2025/WPIC_2025-26_Matrix_DRAFT.pdf
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The  com m ittee ’s ove rsigh t du tie s do not stop  with  th ose  th ree  agencies, howeve r. Sta te  law requ ire s  WPIC to  
“ove rsee  the  policie s and  activitie s of…othe r sta te  execu tive  agencie s, and  othe r sta te  institu tions as those  policie s 
and  activitie s a ffect the  wate r re sources of the  sta te”.2 The  com m ittee  re ta ins ove rsigh t of and  an  in te re st in  othe r 
wate r p rogram s, such  as the  Departm ent of Agricu ltu re ’s groundwate r m onito ring p rogram .   

REQUIRED REP ORTS 

Additiona lly, ce rta in  agencie s have  reporting requ irem ents to  WPIC, and  those  reports  a re  often  included  in  the  
agency ove rsigh t portion  of the  com m ittee ’s work.  

Re p or t  En t it y De a d lin e  St a t u t e  

Appropria tion  righ ts changed  to  
instream  flow 

FWP Septem ber 1, 2026 85-2-436, MCA 

Ground  Wate r Investiga tion  
Program  

MT Bureau  of Mines 
and  Geology (MBMG) 

Sep tem ber 1, 2026 85-2-525, MCA 

Prioritiza tion  of wate r storage  
p rojects 

Gove rnor's  office  Sep tem ber 1, 2026 85-1-704, MCA 

Progre ss of the  ad jud ica tion  of 
p re -1973 wa te r righ ts) 

DNRC and  Wate r 
Court 

Quarte rly 85-2-281, MCA 

Sta tus of the  Renewable  Resource  
Gran t and  Loan  Program   

DNRC Septem ber 1, 2026 85-1-621, MCA 

Stream  gauge  ne twork ove rsigh t DNRC Annually 2-15-3308, MCA 

Review of sta te  wate r re serva tions  DNRC Septem ber 15, 2026 85-2-316, MCA 

Tota l m axim u m  daily load s 
(TMDLs) for im paired  and  
th rea tened  wate r bod ie s  

DEQ Septem ber 1, 2026 75-5-703, MCA 

Upper Clark Fork Rive r Basin  
Stee ring Com m ittee  

Stee ring Com m ittee  Sep tem ber 1, 2026  85-2-338, MCA 

U.S. Fore st Se rvice  sta te  wate r 
re se rva tion  app lica tions 

DNRC Bienn ia lly 85-20-1401, MCA 

Weathe r m odifica tion  feasib ility 
study 

DNRC Rece ived  7/2025 uncodified  (HB2, 
2023) 

Weste rn  Montan a  Conse rva tion  
Com m ission  

DNRC Septem ber 1, 2026 85-1-904, MCA 

Tem porary lease s of 
appropria tion  righ ts (NEW in 2025) 

DNRC Annually SB 178, 2025 

Fox Hills-He ll Creek aqu ife r 
feasib ility study (NEW in 2025) 

MBMG June  30, 2027 HB 935, 2025 

 

2 Section  85-2-105, MCA. 

https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0020/part_0040/section_0360/0850-0020-0040-0360.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0020/part_0050/section_0250/0850-0020-0050-0250.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0010/part_0070/section_0040/0850-0010-0070-0040.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0020/part_0020/section_0810/0850-0020-0020-0810.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0010/part_0060/section_0210/0850-0010-0060-0210.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0150/part_0330/section_0080/0020-0150-0330-0080.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0020/part_0030/section_0160/0850-0020-0030-0160.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0750/chapter_0050/part_0070/section_0030/0750-0050-0070-0030.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0020/part_0030/section_0380/0850-0020-0030-0380.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0200/part_0140/section_0010/0850-0200-0140-0010.html
https://bills.legmt.gov/#/bill/20231/LC0002?open_tab=bill
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0010/part_0090/section_0040/0850-0010-0090-0040.html
https://bills.legmt.gov/#/laws/bill/2/LC0431?open_tab=bill
https://bills.legmt.gov/#/laws/bill/2/LC0557?open_tab=bill
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ADMINISTRATIVE RULE REVIEW  

The  Legisla tu re  often  au th orize s adm in istra tive  agencie s to  carry ou t the  Legisla tu re ’s in ten t by adop ting 
adm in istra tive  ru le s. These  ru le s have  the  fu ll force  and  e ffect of law and  m ay be  adopted  and  revised  th roughout 
the  year. Adm in istra tive  ru le  functions a re  gove rned  by the  Montana  Adm in istra tive  Procedures Act (MAPA). 

Sta te  law a llows WPIC to  review and  m onitor adm in istra tive  ru le s p rom ulga te d  by DEQ, FWP, and  DNRC, whe re  the  
p rim ary conce rn  is  the  qua lity or quan tity of wa te r. The  com m ittee  m ay participa te  in  the  ru lem aking process, 
ranging from  offe ring com m ents or suggestions to  ob jecting and  de laying a  ru le  im plem enta tion . The  com m ittee  
a ttorney will review adm in istra tive  ru le s and  provide  the  com m ittee  in form a tion  about p roposed  and  adopted  
ru le s, iden tifying a reas of conce rn . 

REVIEW  PROP OSED STATEW IDE INITIATIVES 

Senate  Bill 93, 2023 requ ire s the  in te rim  com m ittee  to  hold  a  pub lic hearing on  a  sta tewide  in itia tive  re fe rred  to  the  
com m ittee  by the  execu tive  d irector of the  Legisla tive  Se rvice s Division . The  com m ittee  then  vote s to  e ithe r support 
or not support the  p lacem ent of the  p roposed  sta te wide  in itia tive  on  the  ba llo t. The  pe tition  used  to  ga the r 
signa ture s to  p lace  the  sta tewide  in itia tive  on  the  ba llot m ust include  the  in te rim  com m ittee  vote .  

Howeve r, the  sta tu tory requ irem ent for in te rim  com m ittee  review of ba llot in itia tive s is  be ing litiga ted  a t the  
Montana  Suprem e  Court. Sta ff will update  the  com m ittee  when  litiga tion  is  com ple ted  and  if the  com m ittee  has any 
du tie s in  th is  a rea  while  the  case  is  pend ing. (Case : Ellingson v. Sta te, Montana  Suprem e  Court No. DA 25-0142, Filed  
Feb  18, 2025). 

REVIEW  AGENCY LEGISLATION & PROPOSE COMMITTEE LEGISLATION 

The  com m ittee  m ay prod uce  its  own legisla tion  and  approves 
agency legisla tion  for p re in troduction  to  the  next legisla tive  
se ssion . Usually, the  com m ittee  will rece ive  and  review agency 
proposed  legisla tion  durin g the  fina l two m ee tings of the  
in te rim . 

While  not a  requ irem ent o f the  in te rim , com m ittee s m ay 
request and  p repare  b ill d rafts  for p re in troduction . A 
com m ittee  m ay by vote  request five  b ill d rafts  on  a  partisan  
basis  and  an  un lim ited  num ber of b ill d rafts  on  a  nonpartisan  
basis 3. 

 

 

3 HB 142, 2025 increased  the  partisan  b ill a llo tm ent from  four to  five  and  fu rth e r cla rified  tha t partisan  basis  “m eans 
a  vote  in  which  m em bers from  on ly the  m ajority party vote  to  request a  b ill d raft”. 

2023-24 WPIC COMMITTEE BILLS: 
• HB 74 - Revise private fish pond and 

commercial take laws; Passed 
• SB 55 - Provide legislative intent re: 

streamflow information; Passed 
• SB 61 – Revise consideration for 

measuring streamflow 

https://bills.legmt.gov/#/bill/20231/LC0212?open_tab=bill
https://supremecourtdocket.mt.gov/case-info/active/27032
https://bills.legmt.gov/#/laws/bill/2/LC0595?open_tab=bill
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TIME ALLOCATION FOR COMMITTEE W ORK 

The  Wate r Policy In te rim  Com m ittee  is  budge ted  to  conduct up  to  10 one -day m ee tings. Unde r new legisla tive  
re im bursem ent policy passed  in  Senate  Bill 64, the  com m ittee  m ay m ee t for a  consecu tive  two-day m ee ting, bu t 
each  day will be  re im bursed  as an  ind ividua l m ee tin g day. Sta ff will include  a  de ta iled  tim e line  of in te rim  work a t the  
next m ee ting, a fte r the  com m ittee  m akes p re lim ina ry decisions today.  

WPIC’s workload  is  lim ited  on ly by the  num ber of m ee tings and  hours of ava ilab le  sta ff tim e . Approxim ate ly 1.0 FTE 
of sta ff tim e  is  ava ilab le  to  conduct com m ittee  work.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sta ff hours 
devoted to 

studies 

Sta ff hours 
for sta tutory 
duties a nd 
progra m 

eva lua tion 

Sta ff hours for 
member topics 
a nd emerging 

issues. 

1.0  FTE  

(2,000  hrs.) 

https://bills.legmt.gov/#/laws/bill/2/LC0530?open_tab=bill
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POTENTIAL W ORK PLAN TOPICS 

STUDY RESOLUTIONS ASSIGNED BY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

HOUSE J OINT RESOLUTION 4 4 : INTERIM STUDY OF ENDOCRINE- DISRUP TING CHEMICALS 
AND W ATER QUALITY 

Le gis la t ive  Po ll Ra n k in g: 9 of 36 

HJ 44 4 requests a  study to: 

o Review the  docum ented  hea lth  risks associa ted  with  hum an consum p tion  o f endocrine -d isrup ting 
chem ica ls p re sen t in  wate r; 

o Exam ine  if the  sta te  is  taking sufficien t steps to  p rotect citizens from  those  risks; and  
o Iden tify the  sources and  preva lence  of endocrine -d isrup ting chem ica ls in  the  sta te . 

* For the purposes of this document, “EDC” refers to both endocrine-disrupting chemica ls and perfluoroa lkyl/polyfluoroa lkyl substances, 
or PFAS, which a re a  type of EDC. 

 

 

 

 

4 Copie s of both  study re so lu tions a re  found  in  Appe ndix B. 

OPTION A 
(HIGH) 

OPTION B 
(MODERATE) 

OPTION C 
 (LOW) 

OPT D 

.50 FTE  
 

• All o f op t ion  B 
• Additiona l pane l d iscussions, 

focused  on  m ulti-sta te  an d  
fede ra l participa tion  

• Attem pt to  de te rm ine  the  
p reva lence  of EDCs* in  Montan a  
(sta ff note: legisla tive committees 
a re unable to conduct scientific 
resea rch, so will rely on resea rch 
from other sources, if ava ilable) 

• Deepe r d ive  in to  m e thods  to  
regu la te  or p reven t EDCs  

• Analysis  of costs  to  regu la te  or 
m itiga te  EDCs  

.30 FTE  
 

• All o f op t ion  C  
• Analysis  of sta te  wate r qua lity 

laws and  fede ra l acts  tha t 
p rotect wate r and  m ay 
regu la te  EDCs 

• Review of othe r sta te s’ 
policie s re la ted  to  EDCs 
iden tifica tion  and  regu la tion  

• Review m e thods to  iden tify, 
m easure , and  te st EDCs 

• Analyze  re search  re la ted  to  
the  hea lth  e ffects  of EDCs 

• Poten tia l legisla tion  

.10 FTE 
 

• Pane l 
d iscussion  

• Staff 
background  
pape r/p re sen ta
tion  

• Upda te  from  
DEQ on  past 
work on  top ic 

No  
Act ion  
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HOUSE J OINT RESOLUTION 74 : STUDY ANALYZING W ATER RE- USE IN THE STATE 

Le gis la t ive  Po ll Ra n k in g: 15 of 36 

HJ 74 requests a  study to : 

o Review existing sta tu te s and  ru le s re la ted  to  wate r reuse  and  existing wate r reuse  in frastructu re ; and  
o Exam ine  m e th ods used  in  othe r sta te s and  various industrie s tha t m ay bene fit from  wate r reuse  

system s. 

MEMBER REQUESTED TOP ICS, EMERGING ISSUES 

Com m ittee  m em ber top ics and  em erging issues d rive  m uch  of WPIC’s work, a long with  assigned  stud ie s. These  
usua lly cove r a  varie ty of wate r top ics and  m ay be  answered  with  a  single  m em o or p re sen ta tion . Othe r top ics m ay 
requ ire  m ore  com prehensive  review and  thus requ ire  m ore  substan tia l com m ittee  tim e . The  com m ittee  m ay 
prioritize  m em ber top ics and  em erging issues as the  in te rim  progre sse s. 

The  following top ics were  gene ra ted  th rough  sta ff conve rsa tions with  m em bers be fore  the  first m ee ting.  

Top ic Re q u e st in g Me m b e r (s) An t icip a t e d  
s t a ff t im e  

Exem pt groundwate r we lls  (SB358, 2025) Rep . Cohenour, Rep . Mine r, Sen . Galt .40 - .10 FTE 

Shie lds Valley wate r righ ts (Crazy Mounta in  Ranch) Sen . Gille sp ie , Rep . Mine r, Rep . Isa ly .30 - .10 FTE 

Track fede ra l changes tha t a ffect wate r (USGS chan ges, 
stream  gages) 

Rep . Cohenour .20 - .05 FTE 

Wate r storage  (con tinua tion  of past in te rim  work) Sen . Curdy .20 - .05 FTE 

Review and  ana lyze  CSKT Wate r Com pact Rep . Sharp  .15 - .05 FTE 

 

 

OPTION A 
  (MODERATE)  

OPTION B 
(LOW) 

OPT C 

.25 FTE 
 

• All o f op t ion  B  
• Additiona l ana lysis  of the  e fficacy of various 

wate r reuse  system s 
• Com parison  and  ana lysis  of system s used  in  

othe r sta te s, with  a  focus on  what m ay work in  
Montana  

• Exam ina tion  o f poten tia l roadb locks tha t m ay 
preven t im plem enta tion  o f wate r reuse  

• Dete rm ina tion  of factors needed  to  im plem ent a  
successfu l wate r reuse  system  and  whe the r 
those  factors a re  p re sen t in  Montan a . 

.10 FTE 
 

• Pane l d iscussion  
• Staff background  

pape r/p re sen ta tion  on  wa te r 
reuse  system s and  what is 
curren tly a llowed  in  Montana  

• Staff review of the  leve ls of 
trea tm en t requ ired  for 
d iffe ren t wate r use s and  wate r 
use rs 

• Poten tia l legisla tion  

No 
Act ion  
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Pa s t  WPIC t op ics  t h a t  t h e  com m it t e e  m a y a lso  con sid e r : 

• Stock wate r righ ts on  Taylor Grazing Act lands  
• Weathe r m odifica tion  
• Issues of d rought, update d  sta te  d rought p lan  
• Court decisions on  expanded  p laces of use  for a  wate r righ t 
• Se len ium  in  Lake  Koocanu sa  
• Fla thead  Lake  leve ls  
• Non-poin t source  pollu tion  

STAFF- SUGGESTED TOPICS: 

Review and  update : 

• Wate r Righ ts in  Mon tana  Handbook (last update : 2018) 
• A Guide  to  MT Wate r Quality Regula tion  (last update : 2021) 

 

Timeline  of  Interim Work 

July 30 , 
20 25 

O ctob er 
20 25 

Ja nua ry 
20 26 

Ma rch 
20 26 

Ma y 20 26 July 20 26 Sep temb er 20 26 

Dra ft work 
pla n 

Fina lize 
work pla n 

Revise work 
pla n, a s 
necessa ry 

    

Begin 
sta tutory 
duties 

Continue 
sta tutory 
duties 

     

Consider 
study 
resolutions 

Begin 
studies 

Ga ther 
ba ckground 

Identify 
options 

 Consider dra ft 
findings, 
recommenda tions 

Fina lize findings, 
recommenda tions 

Prioritize 
member 
topics 

Explore 
member 
topics 

     

    Propose 
dra ft 
legisla tion 

Review dra ft 
legisla tion 

Approve leg isla tion 
for preintroduction 

 
 

     Approve a gency 
legisla tion for 
preintroduction 

 

 

 

 

https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2017-2018/Water-Policy/Committee-Topics/2018-water-rights-handbook-final.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2021-2022/Water-Policy/Jan2022/water-quality-guide-2021.pdf
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DRAFT 20 25- 26  W PIC MEETING DATES 

The  following proposed  m ee ting da te s a re  sta ff suggestions based  on  room  availab ility and  com m ittee  m em ber and  
sta ff conflicts .  All m ee tings a re  curren tly scheduled  to  be  he ld  in  He lena , which  m ay be  sub ject to  change  based  on  
com m ittee  decisions. 

The  com m ittee  m ust subm it a  com ple te  lis t of its  m ee ting da te s, tim es, and  p laces to  Legisla tive  Coun cil by August 
15, 2025. 

Prop o se d  Me e t in g Da t e s  

Ju ly 30, 2025 Organ iza tion a l 

Oct ob e r  23, 2025 Begin  stud ie s, fina lize  work p lan  

Ja n u a ry 12, 2026 

Ma rch  26, 2026 

Ma y 11, 2026 

Ju ly 16, 2026 

Se p t e m b e r  9, 2025 Com ple te  in te rim  work (fin ish  
stud ie s, approve  d raft fin a l reports) 
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APPENDIX A:  
LAW S THAT GUIDE W PIC’S W ORK 

HB 142, Section  1. Section  5-5-215, MCA, is  am ended  to  read : 
"5-5-215. Du t ie s  o f in t e r im  com m it t e e s . (1) Each  in te rim  com m ittee  sha ll: 

(a )   review adm in istra tive  ru le s with in  its  ju risd iction ; 
(b )   sub ject to  5-5-217(3), conduct in te rim  stud ie s a s assigned ; 
(c)   m onitor the  ope ra tion  of assigned  execu tive  b ranch  agencie s with  specific a tten tion  to  

the  following: 
(i)   iden tifica tion  of issues like ly to  requ ire  fu tu re  legisla tive  a tten tion ; 
(ii)   opportun itie s to  im prove  existing law th rough  the  ana lysis  of p rob lem s expe rienced  with  

the  app lica tion  of the  law by an  agency; and  
(iii)   expe riences of the  sta te 's  citizens with  the  ope ra tion  o f an  agency tha t m ay be  

am enable  to  im provem en t th rough  legisla tive  action ; 
(d )   review, if requested  by any m em ber of the  in te rim  com m ittee , the  sta tu to rily 

e stab lished  advisory councils  and  requ ired  reports  of assigned  agencie s to  m ake  recom m endations 
to  the  next legisla tu re  on  re ten tion  or e lim in a tion  o f any advisory council or requ ired  reports  
pursuan t to  5-11-210; 

(e )   review proposed  legisla tion  o f assigned  agencies or en titie s as p rovided  in  the  jo in t 
legisla tive  ru le s; 

(f)   accum ula te , com pile , ana lyze , and  fu rn ish  in form ation  bearing upon  its  a ssignm ent and  
re levan t to  existing or p rospective  legisla tion  as it de te rm ines, on  its  own in itia tive , to  be  pe rtinen t to  
the  adequate  com ple tion  of its  work; and  

(g)   review proposed  ba llot in itia tive s with in  the  in te rim  com m ittee 's  sub ject a rea  and  vote  
to  e ithe r support or no t support the  p lacem ent o f the  text of an  in itia tive  on  the  ba llot in  accordance  
with  13-27-202. 

(2)   Each  in te rim  com m ittee  sha ll p repare  b ills  and  re solu tions tha t, in  its  op in ion , the  
we lfa re  of the  sta te  m ay requ ire  for p re sen ta tion  to  the  next regu lar se ssion  of the  legisla tu re . An  
in te rim  com m ittee  m ay by vote  request five  b ill d rafts  on  a  partisan  basis  and  an  un lim ited  num ber 
of b ill d rafts  on  a  b ipartisan  basis . 

(3)   The  legisla tive  se rvices d ivision  sha ll keep accura te  records of the  activitie s and  
p roceed ings of each  in te rim  com m ittee . 

(4)   As used in  th is  section : 
(a )   "b ipartisan  basis" m eans a  vote  in  which  m em bers from  m ore  than  one  p arty vote  to  

request a  b ill d raft; and  
(b )  "partisan  basis" m ean s a  vote  in  which  m em bers from  on ly the  m ajority p arty vote  to  

request a  b ill d raft." 
 

5-5-231. Wa t e r  p o licy in t e r im  com m it t e e . (1) The re  is  a  wate r policy in te rim  com m ittee . The  
com m ittee  sha ll: 

(a )   de te rm ine  which  wate r policy issues it exam ines; 
(b )   conduct in te rim  stud ie s as assigned  pursuan t to  5-5-217; 

https://bills.legmt.gov/#/laws/bill/2/LC0595?open_tab=bill
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0050/chapter_0050/part_0020/section_0310/0050-0050-0020-0310.html
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(c)   sub ject to  the  p rovisions of 5-5-202(4), coord in a te  with  the  environm enta l qua lity council 
and  othe r in te rim  com m ittee s to  avoid  dup lica tion  o f e fforts; 

(d )   p rovide  recom m endations and  a  report, if one  is  written , in  accordance  with  5-5-216 for 
stud ie s com ple ted  by the  com m ittee ; and  

(e )   in  accordance  with  5-5-215, for issues whe re  the  p rim ary conce rn  is  the  qua lity or 
quan tity of wate r, pe rform  the  adm in is tra tive  ru le  review, d raft legisla tion  review, p rogram  
eva lua tion , and  m onitorin g functions of an  in te rim  com m ittee  for the  followin g execu tive  b ranch  
agencie s and  the  en titie s a ttached  to  the  agencie s for adm in istra tive  purpose s: 

(i)   departm ent of environ m enta l qua lity; 
(ii)   departm ent of fish , wild life , and  parks; and  
(iii)   departm ent of na tu ra l re sources and  conse rva tion . 
(2)   At least two m em bers of the  com m ittee  m ust p ossess expe rience  in  agricu ltu re . 
 

85-2-105. Wa t e r  p o licy in t e r im  com m it t e e  d u t ie s . (1) The  wate r policy in te rim  com m ittee  
e stab lished  in  5-5-231 sha ll m ee t as often  as necessary, includ ing during the  in te rim  be tween  
se ssions, to  pe rform  the  d u tie s specified  with in  th is  section . 

(2)   On  a  con tinu ing basis , the  wate r policy in te rim  com m ittee  m ay: 
(a )   advise  the  legisla tu re  on  the  adequacy of the  sta te 's  wate r policy and  on  im portan t sta te , 

regiona l, na tiona l, and  in te rna tion a l deve lopm ents tha t a ffect Montana 's  wate r re sources; 
(b )   ove rsee  the  policie s and  activitie s of the  departm ent, o the r sta te  execu tive  agencie s, 

and  othe r sta te  institu tion s as those  policie s and  activitie s a ffect the  wate r re sources of the  sta te ; 
(c)   assist with  in te ragency coord ina tion  re la ted  to  Montana 's  wate r re sources; and  
(d )   com m unica te  with  th e  pub lic on  m atte rs of wate r policy as we ll as the  wate r re sources 

of the  sta te . 
(3)   On  a  regu lar basis , the  wate r policy in te rim  com m ittee  sha ll: 
(a )   ana lyze  and  com m ent on  the  sta te  wate r p lan  requ ired  by 85-1-203, when  filed  by the  

departm en t; 
(b )   ana lyze  and  com m ent on  the  report of the  sta tu s of the  sta te 's  renewable  re source  

gran t and  loan  p rogram  requ ired  by 85-1-621, whe n  filed  by the  departm ent; 
(c)   ana lyze  and  com m ent on  wate r-re la ted  re search  unde rtaken  by any sta te  agency, 

institu tion , college , or un ive rsity; 
(d )   ana lyze , ve rify, and  com m ent on  the  adequacy of and  in form ation  con ta in ed  in  the  

wate r in form ation  system  m ain ta ined  by the  na tu ra l re source  in form ation  system  unde r 90-15-305; 
and  

(e )   p rovide  recom m enda tions and  a  report, if one  is  written , in  accordance  with  5-5-216 for 
stud ie s com ple ted  by the  com m ittee . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0020/part_0010/section_0050/0850-0020-0010-0050.html
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APPENDIX B: STUDY RESOLUTION TEXTS 
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