Public Participation and Testimony in House
Committee Hearings

Montana Constitution

Article I1, Section 8. Right of participation. The public has the right to expect
governmental agencies to afford such reasonable opportunity for citizen
participation in the operation of the agencies prior to the final decision as may be
provided by law.

Article I1, Section 9. Right to know. No person shall be deprived of the right to
examine documents or to observe the deliberations of all public bodies or agencies
of state government and its subdivisions, except in cases in which the demand of
individual privacy clearly exceeds the merits of public disclosure.

Article V, Section 10. Organization and procedure. (1) Each house shall judge
the election and qualifications of its members. It may by law vest in the courts the
power to try and determine contested elections. Each house shall choose its
officers from among its members, keep a journal, and make rules for its
proceedings. Each house may expel or punish a member for good cause shown
with the concurrence of two-thirds of all its members.

(2) A majority of each house constitutes a quorum. A smaller number may
adjourn from day to day and compel attendance of absent members.

(3) The sessions of the legislature and of the committee of the whole, all
committee meetings, and all hearings shall be open to the public.

(4) The legislature may establish a legislative council and other interim
committees. The legislature shall establish a legislative post-audit committee
which shall supervise post-auditing duties provided by law.

(5) Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn or recess
for more than three days or to any place other than that in which the two houses
are sitting.

House of Representative Rules

H30-60. Public testimony -- decorum -- time restrictions. (1) Testimony from
proponents, opponents, and informational witnesses must be allowed on every bill
or resolution before a standing or select committee. All persons, other than the
sponsor, offering testimony shall register on the committee witness list.



(2) Any person wishing to offer testimony to a committee hearing a bill or
resolution must be given a reasonable opportunity to do so, orally or in writing.
Written testimony may not be required of any witness, but all witnesses must be
encouraged to submit a statement in writing for the committee's official record.

(3) The chairman may order the committee room cleared of visitors if there is
disorderly conduct. During committee meetings, visitors may not speak unless
called upon by the chairman. Restrictions on time available for testimony may be
announced.

(4) The number of people in a committee room may not exceed the maximum
posted by the State Fire Marshal. The chairman shall maintain that limit.

(5) In any committee meeting, the use of cameras, television, radio, or any form of
telecommunication equipment is allowed, but the chairman may designate the
areas of the hearing room from which the equipment must be operated. Cell phone
use is allowed only at the discretion of the chairman.

H30-20. Chairman's duties. (1) The principal duties of the chairman of standing or
select committees are to:

(a) preside over meetings of the committee and to put all questions;

(b) except as provided in H30-40(3)(b) and H30-50(3)(b), schedule all bills assigned to
committee for a hearing prior to 3 legislative days before the applicable transmittal deadline for
the bill as provided in Joint Rule 40-200;

(c) maintain order and decide all questions of order subject to appeal to the committee;

(d) supervise and direct staff of the committee;

(e) have the committee secretary keep the official record of the minutes;

(f) sign reports of the committee and submit them promptly to the Chief Clerk;

(g) appoint subcommittees to perform on a formal or an informal basis as provided in subsection
(2); and

(h) inform the Speaker of committee activity.

(2) With the exception of the House Appropriations subcommittees, a subcommittee of a
standing committee may be appointed by the chairman of the committee. The chairman of the



standing committee shall appoint the chairman of the subcommittee.

H30-40. Meetings -- purpose -- notice -- minutes. (1) All meetings of committees must
be open to the public at all times, subject always to the power and authority of the chairman to
maintain safety, order, and decorum. The date, time, and place of committee meetings must be
posted.

(2) A committee or subcommittee may be assembled for:

(a) a public hearing at which testimony is to be heard and at which official action may be taken
on bills, resolutions, or other matters;

(b) a formal meeting at which the committees may discuss and take official action on bills,
resolutions, or other matters without testimony; or

(c) a work session at which the committee may discuss bills, resolutions, or other matters but
take no formal action.

(3) (a) All committees meet at the call of the chairman or upon the request of a majority of the
members of the committee.

(b) A committee, through motion, may schedule a bill within the possession of the committee for
a hearing prior to 3 legislative days before the applicable transmittal deadline for the bill as
provided in Joint Rule 40-200.

(4) All committees shall provide for and give public notice, reasonably calculated to give actual
notice to interested persons, of the time, place, and subject matter of regular and special
meetings. All committees are encouraged to provide at least 3 legislative days' notice to members
of committees and the general public. However, a meeting may be held upon notice appropriate
to the circumstances.

(5) A committee may not meet during the time the House is in session without leave of the
Speaker. Any member attending such a meeting must be considered excused to attend business of
the House subject to a call of the House.

(6) All meetings of committees must be recorded and the minutes must be available to the public
within a reasonable time after the meeting. The official record must contain at least the following
information:

(a) the time and place of each meeting of the committee;

(b) committee members present, excused, or absent;

(c) the names and addresses of persons appearing before the committee, whom each represents,
and whether the person is a proponent, opponent, or other witness;



(d) all motions and their disposition;
(e) the results of all votes;
(f) references to the recording log, sufficient to serve as an index to the original recording; and

(g) testimony and exhibits submitted in writing.



