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1. P m - - i n a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  o f  t h e  T e a c l i e r s '  X b t i r e m e n t  f o r  t h e  

l o n g  h a u l .  One s i t u c t i o n  t h z t  mzkes i n d i v i d ~ z l  t e ~ c h e r ' s  r e t i r e n e n t s  

more e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  i s  n e c e s c a r y  o r  w a r r a n t e d -  i s  t h a t  t e h c h e r s  sorle- 

t i m e s  a c q u i r e  advanced  e d u c a t i o n  c r e c l i t s  and d e g r e e s  r i g l i t  n e a r  t h e  

t i ~ f l e  t h e y  r e t i r e ,  when i t  i s  t o o  l a t e  f o r  t h e i r  ~ P v ; , ~ ~ c e d  e d u c a t i o n  t o  

b e  of  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  They s r e ,  i n  s u c h  c a s e s ,  m e r e l y  g e t t i n g  

t h e  e x t r a  e d u c a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  p l a c e  t h e m s e l v e s  h i g h e r  on  t h e  s a l a r y  

s c h e d u l e  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  last  3 y e z r s  a v e r a g e  s s l a r y ,  on wh ich  t h e i r  r e -  

t i r e r a e n t  amount i s  b a s e d ,  w i l l  b e  h i g h e r .  

2. What t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  n e e d s  t o  d o - - I n s t e a d  o f  a v e r a g i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  3 - / 

yez- r s  s a l a r y  (wh ich  i s  u s u a l l y  t h e  last 3 y e a r s ) ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  s h o u l d  

b e  p l a c e d  on t h e  s a l a r y  s c h e d u l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  q u e s t i o n , f o r  t h e  l a s t  

( o ~  h i g h e s t )  3 y e a r s , w h e r e  t h e y  wovld have  b e e n  i f  t h e y  h a d n ' t  a c q u i r e d  

z 2 d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  l z s t  f i v e  g e a r s  b e f o r e  r e t i r e m e n t  ( u n l e s s  

s u c h  e d u c a t i o n  w 2 s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  r e - c e r t i f i c a t i o n ) .  T h i s  would r e o u i r e  

u s i n g  t h e  s a l a r y  s c h e d u l e  t h a t  was i n  e f f e c t  d u r i n g  e a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  

y e a r s  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  wh ich  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  r e s > o n s i b i l i t y ,  s u - b j e c t  

t o  o v e r s i g h t  b y  t h e  s t a t e .  Having worked 2 3  y e z r s  ss a t e a c h e r ,  I t h i n k  

t h i s  change  would p r o v i d e  enough  b e n e f i t  t o  b e  w e l l  w o r t h  t h e  e x t r a  work 

i n v o l v e d ,  b u t  on l j -  r e s e a r c h  c o a l d  g i v e  a n y  i d e z  e x z c t l y  how n:ucl~ would 

be  s a v e d .  

4. T h i s  wculd  a p p l y  t o  t h e  TKS o n l y .  

5 .  T h e r e  would b e  a sniall c o s t  i n  c h e c k i n g  t h e  s a l a r y  s c h e d u l e s  as d e s c r i b e d  

above .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  amount ,  b u t  i t  s h o u l d n ' t  b e  much. 

6. I d o n ' t  know o f  s i r~ i la r  l e g i s l z t i o n  t h s t  h a s  b e e n  p r o p o s e d .  

7. I h a v e n ' t  p r e v i o u s l y  been  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  & I'm n o t  r u n n i n g  unoppcsed.  

I a m  m e r e l y  mzking  a s u g ( ; e s t i o n  f o r  someone e l s e  t o  p s s i b l y  u s e .  Above 

a l l ,  I would n o t  want t o  s e e  t h e  1.5% c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  r z i s e  ( a n n u a l )  

w i thd rawn .  The t e a - c h e r s  w a i t e d  mu.ch t o o  l o n g  f o r  i t  and  i t  i s  i n a d e q u z t e ,  

b u t  n v c h  b e t t e r  t h a n  n o t h i n g .  

Gd5 & d e  



P r o p o s a l  f o r  r e t i r e r : l e n t  p l a n  L e g i s l a t i e n  
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To : Dave boyhe r  L i n c o l n  County ,  MT 

L e p , i ~ l z t i v e  I < e s e e r c h  P.O.3. 794 ,  E u ~ , e k a ,  1.l'i' 59917 
4~6-Cbg-3539  
no fax o r  e -ma i l  

1. The t e a c h e r ' s  r e t i r e m e n t  f u n d i n g  i s  on s h a k y  g round ,  i s  t h e  p r c b l e n .  

Pa r t  o f  t h e  c a u s e  c f  thl:  5roble:n witkiout a doub t  i s  p e o p l e  r e t i r i n g  

t o o  young & t h e r e b y  d r z v ~ i n g  t e a c r h e r s '  r e t i ~ e ! I I e n t  f c r  t o o  nafiy y e a r s .  

A p e r s o n  s t h r t i n g  t o  t e a c h  a t  a g e  22 c a n  r e t i r e  a t  a g e  47 w i t h  2 5  yea1,s  

s e r v i c e  & i f  t h a t  p e r s o n  l i v e s  t o  a g e  87, will h ~ v e  drawn r e t i r e m e n t  f o r  

40 y e n s ,  f o r  e x a n ~ l e .  
2. I t h i n k  t i le  l e g i s l a t i o n  s h c u l d  a l l o w  t e a c h e r s  t o  r e t i ,  e whenever  t h e y  

have 25 y e a r s  i n t o  t h e  MT T e a c h e r s '  r e t i r . e : ! en t  s y s t e m ,  b u t  t h e y  s h o u l d  

n o t  be a i l o w e d  t o  draw a n y  r e t i r e r r i en t  u n t i l  t h e y  z r e  55 y e a r s  o f  a g e  

( o r  o l d e r ,  up  t o  5 0 ,  i f  t h a t ' s  whzt  i t  t h k e s  t o  f i x  t h e  s y s t e m ) .  

4. I a m  t a l k i n g  o n l y  a b o u t  t h e  t e a c h e r s '  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m ,  as t h a t ' s  t h e  

o n l y  one I know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t ,  However i f  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e  r e t i r e m e n t  

s y s t e m s  work s i m i l a r l y ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  same i d e a  would work w i t h  them. 

Above a l l ,  I would n o t  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  g u a r z n t e e d  1.5% z n n u a l  c o s t  o f  

l i v i n g  r z i i s e  wi thdrawn.  It s h o u l d  be  a t  l e a s t  d o u b l e  t h a t  a x o u n t ,  b u t  

i s  a t  l e z s t  s o n e t h i n g  d e p e n d z b l e  f o r  r e t i r e d  t e a c h e r s  t o  c o u n t  on. 

5. No a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  t h e t  i ' m  awa re  o f  would be  needed .  

6. I d o n ' t  know o f  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l z t i o n  t h z t  has b e e n  p roposed .  

7 .  I h a v e n ' t  p r e v i o u . s l y  b e e n  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  & I am n o t  r u n n i n g  unopposed .  

I a m  m e r e l y  making  z suge ; e s t i on  f o r  someone e l s e  t o  p o s s i b l y  u s e .  


