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Montana Public Affairs Network (MPAN) is 
a statewide television channel that provides 
unedited, gavel-to-gavel coverage of  the 
Montana Legislature, both during and between 
legislative sessions.  Select activities of other 
agencies of state government are also covered 
on MPAN.

The Montana Public Affairs Network (MPAN) 
premiered November 1st, 2018.  The channel 
was established in 2001, formerly known as 
TVMT (Television Montana). MPAN reflects the 
channel's evolving focus towards expanding 
services to the citizens of Montana beyond 
the  live, unedited, non-partisan gavel-to-gavel 
coverage of the Legislative Branch. Viewers will 
notice a new look and logo for the channel that 
continues to provide the coverage citzens have 
come to rely on, while expanding civic educational 

programming offerings into the future. The 
service  is provided by the Montana Legislative 
Services Division in partnership with Montana 
PBS, their contract production partners. 

The purpose of MPAN is to provide Montanans 
with increased and unfiltered access to 
unbiased information about state government 
deliberations.

Coverage includes public hearings, House and 
Senate floor sessions, news conferences, and 
other special events.

A CHANNEL FOR MONTANA

Montana is one of only a handful 
of states fortunate enough to have 
a 24-hour a day station dedicated 

to its state government.

MPAN blends government 
resources and advanced 

communications technology to 
offer a vital public service.

Montana Public Affairs Network



CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

Montana citizens have an inherent right and responsi-
bility to watch and listen to their government at work. 
MPAN programming is designed to provide the type of 
civic education that is vital to public understanding of 
the laws, rules, and policies that affect the lives and live-
lihoods of all Montanans.

MPAN is reality television. The gavel-to-gavel approach 
provides a window on the inner works of government. 
Viewers can see how laws are made and administered 
without having to rely on selective sound bites, political 
spin, and other distortions found in more conventional 
media.

By televising legislative, executive, and judicial branch 
proceedings, MPAN brings transparency to state gov-
ernment. This, in turn, boosts the legitimacy of elected 
officials by making their activities more measurable and 
their performance more accountable to the people.

MPAN IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Montana Public Affairs Network (MPAN) partners with 
Charter Communications, Mid-Rivers Cable, 3 Rivers 
Communications, Montana PBS and other members of 
the Montana Cable Association to offer live and same-
day delayed coverage of legislative activities to over 
225 communities in Montana through cable systems 
and free digital over the air broadcast TV. 

MPAN is the .5 digital channel on the Montana PBS 
digital over the air lineup. To find out if you are in the 
broadcast area, visit http://www.montanapbs.org/
about/broadcast-area/, and click on your community. 

Charter Communications: MPAN is Channel 191 
Statewide

MPAN is also carried by the following providers: 
Mid-Rivers Communications, 3 Rivers Communications, 
Skyview TV, MT Opticom, Tobacco Valley Communi-
cations, Nemont Communications, Lincoln Cable TV, 
Southern Montana Telephone and Valley County TV 
District #1. Check your local listings for details.

For further information about MPAN, contact:
The Office of Legislative Information Systems (OLIS) Service Desk

Montana Legislative Services Division
P.O. Box 201706

Helena, Montana 59620-1706
(406) 444-0912

OLIS-ServiceDesk@mt.gov
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