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Montana Constitution

Article II, Section 8. Right of participation. The public has the right to expect
governmental agencies to afford such reasonable opportunity for citizen
participation in the operation of the agencies prior to the final decision as may be
provided by law.

Article II, Section 9. Right to know. No person shall be deprived of the right to
examine documents or to observe the deliberations of all public bodies or agencies
of state government and its subdivisions, except in cases in which the demand of
individual privacy clearly exceeds the merits of public disclosure.

Article V, Section 10. Organization and procedure. (1) Each house shall judge
the election and qualifications of its members. It may by law vest in the courts the
power to try and determine contested elections. Each house shall choose its
officers from among its members, keep a journal, and make rules for its
proceedings. Each house may expel or punish a member for good cause shown
with the concurrence of two-thirds of all its members.

(2) A majority of each house constitutes a quorum. A smaller number may
adjourn from day to day and compel attendance of absent members.

(3) The sessions of the legislature and of the committee of the whole, all
committee meetings, and all hearings shall be open to the public.

(4) The legislature may establish a legislative council and other interim
committees. The legislature shall establish a legislative post-audit committee
which shall supervise post-auditing duties provided by law.

(5) Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn or recess
for more than three days or to any place other than that in which the two houses
are sitting.

Section 11. Bills. (1) A law shall be passed by bill which shall not be so
altered or amended on its passage through the legislature as to change its original
purpose. No bill shall become law except by a vote of the majority of all members
present and voting.
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(2) Every vote of each member of the legislature on each substantive
question in the legislature, in any committee, or in committee of the whole shall be
recorded and made public. On final passage, the vote shall be taken by ayes and
noes and the names entered on the journal.

(3) Each bill, except general appropriation bills and bills for the codification
and general revision of the laws, shall contain only one subject, clearly expressed
in its title. If any subject is embraced in any act and is not expressed in the title,
only so much of the act not so expressed is void.

(4) A general appropriation bill shall contain only appropriations for the
ordinary expenses of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches, for interest
on the public debt, and for public schools. Every other appropriation shall be made
by a separate bill, containing but one subject.

(5) No appropriation shall be made for religious, charitable, industrial,
educational, or benevolent purposes to any private individual, private association,
or private corporation not under control of the state.

(6) A law may be challenged on the ground of noncompliance with this
section only within two years after its effective date.

Senate Committee Rules

S30-40. Ex officio members -- quorum. (1) A quorum of a committee is a
majority of the members of the committee. A quorum of a committee must be
physically or remotely present at a meeting to act officially. A quorum of a
committee may transact business, and a majority of the quorum, even though it is a
minority of the committee, is sufficient for committee action.

(2) The majority leader and the minority leader are ex officio nonvoting members
of all committees in order to establish a quorum. As ex officio nonvoting members
of a committee, the majority leader and minority leader have the privileges of a
committee member pursuant to S30-70(13)(a), (13)(c), and (13)(d).

S30-50. Chair's duties. (1) The chair of a committee is the presiding officer of
that committee and is responsible for:

(a) maintaining order within the committee room and its environs;
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(b) scheduling hearings and executive action;

(c) supervising committee work, including the appointment of subcommittees to
act on a formal or informal basis; and

(d) authenticating committee reports by signing them and submitting them
promptly to the Secretary of the Senate. The chair shall sign business reports
reflecting action taken in each committee meeting that enable the preparation of
committee minutes. The minutes must be printed on archival paper.

(2) The Secretary of the Senate shall arrange to have the minutes copied in an
electronic format. An electronic copy will be provided to the Legislative Services
Division and the State Law Library of Montana. The archival paper copy must be
delivered to the Montana Historical Society.

S30-60. Meetings -- notice -- purpose -- minutes. (1) All meetings of committees
must be open to the public at all times, subject always to the power and authority
of the chair to maintain safety, order, and decorum. The date, time, and place of
committee meetings must be announced.

(2) Notice of a committee hearing must be made by posting the date, time, and
subject of the hearing online and in a conspicuous public place not less than 3
legislative days in advance of the hearing. This 3-day notice requirement does not
apply to hearings scheduled:

(a) prior to the third legislative day;

(b) less than 10 legislative days before the transmittal deadline applicable to the
subject of the hearing;

(c) to consider confirmation of a gubernatorial appointment received less than 10
legislative days before the last scheduled day of a legislative session; or

(d) due to appropriate circumstances.

(3) When a committee hearing is scheduled with less than 3 days' notice, the
committee chair shall use all practical means to disseminate notice of the hearing
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to the public.

(4) Notice of conference committee hearings must be given as provided in Joint
Rule 30-30.

(5) A committee or subcommittee may be assembled for:

(a) a public hearing at which testimony is to be heard and at which official action
may be taken on bills, resolutions, or other matters;

(b) a formal meeting at which the committees may discuss and take official action
on bills, resolutions, or other matters without testimony; or

(c) a work session at which the committee may discuss bills, resolutions, or other
matters but take no formal action.

(6) All committees meet at the call of the chair or upon the request of a majority of
the members of the committee.

(7) A committee may not meet during the time the Senate is in session without
leave of the President. Any Senator attending a meeting while the Senate is in
session must be considered excused to attend business of the Senate subject to a
call of the Senate.

(8) All meetings of committees must be recorded and the minutes must be
available to the public within a reasonable time after the meeting. The official
record must contain at least the following information:

(a) the time and place of each meeting of the committee;

(b) committee members physically or remotely present, excused, or absent;

(c) the names and addresses of persons appearing before the committee, whom
each represents, and whether the person is a proponent, opponent, or other
witness;

(d) all motions and their disposition;
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(e) the results of all votes; and

(f) all testimony and exhibits.

(9) If a bill is heard in a joint committee, it must be referred to a standing
committee. The standing committee is not required to hold an additional hearing
but shall take executive action and may report the bill to the Committee of the
Whole.

(10) A bill or resolution may not be considered or become a law unless referred to
a committee and returned from a committee.

(11) A bill may be rereferred at any time before its passage.

S30-70. Procedures -- member privileges. (1) The chair shall notify the sponsor
of any bill pending before the committee of the time and place it will be
considered.

(2) A standing or select committee may not hear legislation unless the sponsor or
one of the cosponsors is physically or remotely present or unless the sponsor has
given written consent.

(3) (a) Subject to subsection (3)(b), the committee shall act on each bill in its
possession:

(i) by reporting the bill out of the committee:

(A) with the recommendation that it be referred to another committee;

(B) favorably as to passage; or

(C) unfavorably; or

(ii) by tabling the measure in committee.

(b) At the written request of the sponsor made at least 48 hours prior to a
scheduled hearing, a committee shall finally dispose of a bill without a hearing.
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Except as provided in S30-60(9), a bill may not be reported from a committee
without a hearing.

(4) The committee may not report a bill to the Senate without recommendation.

(5) In reporting a measure out of committee, a committee shall include in its
report:

(a) the measure in the form reported out;

(b) the recommendation of the committee;

(c) an identification of all proposed changes; and

(d) a fiscal note, if required.

(6) If a measure is taken from a committee and brought to the Senate floor for
debate on second reading on that day without a committee recommendation, the
bill does not include amendments formally adopted by the committee because
committee amendments are merely recommendations to the Senate that are
formally adopted when the committee report is accepted by the Senate.

(7) A second to any motion offered in a committee is not required in order for the
motion to be considered by the committee.

(8) The vote of each member on all committee actions must be recorded and
reported in the committee minutes. All motions may be adopted only on the
affirmative vote of a majority of the members voting.

(9) A motion to take a bill from the table may be adopted by the affirmative vote
of a majority of the members physically or remotely present at any meeting of the
committee.

(10) An action formally taken by a committee may not be altered in the committee
except by reconsideration and further formal action of the committee.

(11) A committee may reconsider any action as long as the matter remains in the
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possession of the committee. A bill is in the possession of the committee until a
report on the bill is made to the Committee of the Whole. A committee member
need not have voted with the prevailing side in order to move reconsideration.

(12) The chair shall decide points of order.

(13) The privileges of committee members, present physically or remotely, include
the following:

(a) to participate freely in committee discussions and debate;

(b) to offer motions;

(c) to assert points of order and privilege;

(d) to question witnesses upon recognition by the chair;

(e) to offer any amendment to any bill; and

(f) to vote, either by being present or by proxy, using a standard form.

(14) Any meeting of a committee held through the use of telephone or other
electronic communication must be conducted in accordance with Chapter 3 of the
Senate Rules.

(15) A committee may consolidate into one bill any two or more related bills
referred to it whenever legislation may be simplified by the consolidation.

(16) Committee procedure must be informal, but when any questions arise on
committee procedure, the rules or practices of the Senate are applicable except as
stated in the Senate Rules.

S30-80. Public testimony -- decorum -- time restrictions. (1) Testimony from
proponents, opponents, and informational witnesses must be allowed on every bill
or resolution before a standing or select committee. All persons, other than the
sponsor, offering testimony shall register on the committee witness list or by
electronic means.
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(2) (a) Any person wishing to offer testimony to a committee hearing a bill or
resolution must be given a reasonable opportunity to do so, orally or in writing,
subject to time constraints. Written testimony may not be required of any witness,
but all witnesses may submit a statement in writing for the committee's official
record.

(b) A person who is an employee of the state or a political subdivision of the state
that is offering testimony on behalf of the state or political subdivision shall state
in the person's oral or written testimony the specific entity or state officeholder
that they are representing.

(3) The chair may order actions to maintain order in the committee meeting.
During committee meetings, visitors may not speak unless called upon by the
chair. Restrictions on time available for testimony may be announced.

(4) The number of people in a committee room may not exceed the maximum
posted by the State Fire Marshall. The chair shall maintain that limit.

(5) In any committee meeting, the use of cameras, television, radio, or any form of
telecommunication equipment is allowed, but the chair may designate the areas of
the hearing room from which the equipment must be operated. Cell phone use is at
the discretion of the chair.

S30-100. Pairs prohibited -- absentee or proxy voting. Pairs in standing
committee are prohibited. Standing and select committees may by a majority vote
of the committee authorize Senators to vote in absentia. Authorization for absentee
or proxy voting must be reflected in the committee minutes.

S30-140. Reconsideration in committee. A committee may at any time prior to
submitting a report to the Secretary of the Senate reconsider its previous action on
legislation.

S30-150. Committee requested legislation. (1) (a) Except as provided in
subsection (1)(b), at least three-fourths of all the members of a standing committee
must have voted in favor of the question to allow the committee to request the
drafting and introduction of legislation.
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(b) The Finance and Claims Committee may request the drafting and introduction
of legislation by a majority vote of all of the members of the committee.

(2) The chair of a committee shall introduce, or shall designate a member of the
committee to introduce, legislation requested by the committee. The introduced
bill must be referred to the requesting committee.

House Committee Rules

H30-20. Chairman's duties. (1) The principal duties of the chairman of standing
or select committees are to:
(a) preside over meetings of the committee and to put all questions;
(b) except as provided in H30-40(3)(b) and H30-50(3)(b), schedule all bills
assigned to committee for a hearing prior to 3 legislative days before the
applicable transmittal deadline for the bill as provided in Joint Rule 40-200;
(c) maintain order and decide all questions of order subject to appeal to the
committee;
(d) supervise and direct staff of the committee;
(e) have the committee secretary keep the official record of the minutes;
(f) sign reports of the committee and submit them promptly to the Chief Clerk;
(g) appoint subcommittees to perform on a formal or an informal basis as provided
in subsection (2); and
(h) inform the Speaker of committee activity.

(2) With the exception of the House Appropriations subcommittees, a
subcommittee of a standing committee may be appointed by the chairman of the
committee. The chairman of the standing committee shall appoint the chairman of
the subcommittee.

H30-30. Quorum -- officers as members. (1) A quorum of a committee is a
majority of the members of the committee. A quorum of a committee must be
present at a meeting to act officially. A quorum of a committee may transact
business, and a majority of the quorum, even though it is a minority of the
committee, is sufficient for committee action.

(2) The Speaker, the majority leader, and the minority leader are ex officio,
nonvoting members of all House committees. They may count toward establishing
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a quorum.

H30-40. Meetings -- purpose -- notice -- minutes. (1) All meetings of
committees must be open to the public at all times, subject always to the power
and authority of the chairman to maintain safety, order, and decorum. The date,
time, and place of committee meetings must be posted.

(2) A committee or subcommittee may be assembled for:
(a) a public hearing at which testimony is to be heard and at which official action
may be taken on bills, resolutions, or other matters;
(b) a formal meeting at which the committees may discuss and take official action
on bills, resolutions, or other matters without testimony; or
(c) a work session at which the committee may discuss bills, resolutions, or other
matters but take no formal action.

(3) (a) All committees meet at the call of the chairman or upon the request of a
majority of the members of the committee.
(b) A committee, through motion, may schedule a bill within the possession of the
committee for a hearing prior to 3 legislative days before the applicable transmittal
deadline for the bill as provided in Joint Rule 40-200.

(4) All committees shall provide for and give public notice, reasonably calculated
to give actual notice to interested persons, of the time, place, and subject matter of
regular and special meetings. All committees are encouraged to provide at least 3
legislative days' notice to members of committees and the general public.
However, a meeting may be held upon notice appropriate to the circumstances.

(5) A committee may not meet during the time the House is in session without
leave of the Speaker. Any member attending such a meeting must be considered
excused to attend business of the House subject to a call of the House.

(6) All meetings of committees must be recorded and the minutes must be
available to the public within a reasonable time after the meeting. The official
record must contain at least the following information:
(a) the time and place of each meeting of the committee;
(b) committee members present, excused, or absent;
(c) the names and addresses of persons appearing before the committee, whom
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each represents, and whether the person is a proponent, opponent, or other
witness;
(d) all motions and their disposition;
(e) the results of all votes;
(f) references to the recording log, sufficient to serve as an index to the original
recording; and
(g) testimony and exhibits submitted in writing.

H30-50. Procedures -- absentee or proxy voting -- member privileges. (1) The
chairman shall notify the sponsor of any bill pending before the committee of the
time and place it will be considered.

(2) A standing or select committee may not take up referred legislation unless the
sponsor or one of the cosponsors is present or unless the sponsor has given written
consent. The chairman shall attempt to not schedule Senate bills while the Senate
is in session.

(3) (a) Subject to H30-60 and subsection (3)(b), the committee shall act on each
bill in its possession and that has had a hearing prior to the last legislative day
before the applicable transmittal deadline for the bill as provided in Joint Rule
40-200:
(i) by reporting the bill out of the committee:
(A) with the recommendation that it be referred to another committee;
(B) favorably as to passage; or
(C) unfavorably; or
(ii) by tabling the measure in committee.
(b) Except as provided in subsection (3)(c), at the written request of the sponsor
made at least 48 hours prior to a scheduled hearing, a bill may be withdrawn by
the sponsor without a hearing. A bill may not be reported from a committee
without a hearing.
(c) A bill may not be withdrawn by the sponsor after a hearing.

(4) The committee may not report a bill to the House without recommendation.

(5) The committee may recommend that a bill on which it has made a favorable
recommendation by unanimous vote be placed on the consent calendar. A tie vote
in a standing committee on the question of a recommendation to the whole House
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on a matter before the committee, for example on a question of whether a bill is
recommended as "do pass" or "do not pass", does not result in the matter passing
out to the whole House for consideration without recommendation.

(6) In reporting a measure out of committee, a committee shall include in its
report:
(a) the measure in the form reported out;
(b) the recommendation of the committee;
(c) an identification of all substantive changes; and
(d) a fiscal note, if required and available.

(7) If a measure is withdrawn from a committee and brought to the House floor for
debate on second reading on that day without a committee recommendation, the
bill does not include amendments formally adopted by the committee because
committee amendments are merely recommendations to the House that are
formally adopted when the committee report is accepted by the House.

(8) A second to any motion offered in a committee is not required in order for the
motion to be considered by the committee.

(9) The vote of each member on all committee actions must be recorded. All
motions may be adopted only on the affirmative vote of a majority of the members
voting. Standing and select committees may by a majority vote of the committee
authorize members to vote by proxy if absent, while engaged in other legislative
business or when excused by the presiding officer of the committee due to illness
or an emergency. Authorization for absentee or proxy voting must be reflected in
the committee minutes.
(10) A motion to take a bill from the table may be adopted by the affirmative vote
of a majority of the members present at any meeting of the committee.

(11) An action formally taken by a committee may not be altered in the committee
except by reconsideration and further formal action of the committee.

(12) A committee may reconsider any action as long as the matter remains in the
possession of the committee. A committee member need not have voted with the
prevailing side in order to move reconsideration.
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(13) (a) Except as provided in subsection (13)(b), legislation requested by a
committee requires three-fourths of all members of the committee to vote in favor
of the question to allow the committee to request the drafting or introduction of
legislation. Votes requesting drafting and introduction of committee legislation
may be taken jointly or separately.
(b) The House Appropriations committee may request the drafting and
introduction of legislation by a majority vote of all of the members of the
committee.
(14) The chairman shall decide points of order.
(15) The privileges of committee members include the following:
(a) to participate freely in committee discussions and debate;
(b) to offer motions;
(c) to assert points of order and privilege;
(d) to question witnesses upon recognition by the chairman;
(e) to offer any amendment to any bill; and
(f) to vote, either by being present or by proxy if authorized pursuant to subsection
(9), using a standard form or through the vice chairman or minority vice chairman.

(16) Any meeting of a committee held through the use of telephone or other
electronic communication must be conducted in accordance with Chapter 3 of the
House Rules.

(17) A committee may consolidate into one bill any two or more related bills
referred to it whenever legislation may be simplified by the consolidation.

(18) Committee procedure must be informal, but when any questions arise on
committee procedure, the rules or practices of the House are applicable except as
stated in the House Rules.

H30-60. Public testimony -- decorum -- time restrictions. (1) Testimony from
proponents, opponents, and informational witnesses must be allowed on every bill
or resolution before a standing or select committee. All persons, other than the
sponsor, offering testimony shall register on the committee witness list.

(2) Any person wishing to offer testimony to a committee hearing a bill or
resolution must be given a reasonable opportunity to do so, orally or in writing.
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Written testimony may not be required of any witness, but all witnesses must be
encouraged to submit a statement in writing for the committee's official record.

(3) The chairman may order the committee room cleared of visitors if there is
disorderly conduct. During committee meetings, visitors may not speak unless
called upon by the chairman. Restrictions on time available for testimony may be
announced.

(4) The number of people in a committee room may not exceed the maximum
posted by the State Fire Marshal. The chairman shall maintain that limit.

(5) In any committee meeting, the use of cameras, television, radio, or any form of
telecommunication equipment is allowed, but the chairman may designate the
areas of the hearing room from which the equipment must be operated. Cell phone
use is allowed only at the discretion of the chairman.
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