RULES OF THE MONTANA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
CHAPTER 1
Adm ni stration

H10- 10. House officers. (1) House officers include a Speaker, a
Speaker protenpore, majority and mnority fl oor | eaders, and najority and
m nority whips (section 5-2-221, MCA).

(2) Amjority of representatives voting el ects the Speaker and
Speaker pro tenpore fromthe House nenbership. Anmajority of each caucus
voti ng nom nates House nenmbers to the remai ning offices, and those
nom nees are consi dered to have been el ected by a majority vote of the
House.

H10- 20. Speaker's duties. (1) The Speaker is the presiding officer
of the House, with authority for adm ni stration, order, decorum and the
interpretation and enforcenment of rules in all House deliberations.

(2) The Speaker shall see that all nenbers conduct thenselvesina
civil manner in accordance with accepted standards of parlianentary
conduct. The Speaker may, when necessary, order the Sergeant-at-Arns to
cl ear the ai sl es and seat t he nenbers of the House so t hat busi ness nmay
be conducted in an orderly manner.

(3) Signs, placards, or other objects of asimlar nature are not
permttedinthe roons, |obby, gallery, or onthe fl oor of the House. The
Speaker nmay order the galleries, |obbies, or hallway cl eared i n case of
di sturbance or disorderly conduct.

(4) The Speaker shall appoi nt and may renove t he nenbers of all
st andi ng and sel ect conmm ttees not otherw se specified by lawor rule.
For the Rul es Committee, the Speaker shall determ ne the total nunber of
menbers and t he party division, but each party shall appoint its own
menbers. The Speaker may appoi nt an additional at-I|arge nenber tothe
Rul es Committee fromeither party.

(5) The Speaker shall sign all necessary certifications by the
House, including enrolled bills and resol utions, journals (section
5-11-201, MCA), subpoenas, and payrolls.

(6) The Speaker shall arrange t he agendas for second and third
readi ngs each | egi sl ati ve day. Representatives may anend t he agendas as
provi ded i n H40-130.
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(7) The Speaker is the chief officer of the House, with authority
for all House enpl oyees. The Speaker may seek t he advi ce and counsel of
the Legislative Adm nistration Committee regardi ng enpl oyees.

(8) The Speaker may nanme any nmenber to performthe duties of the
chair. |f the House is not in session and the Speaker pro tenpore is not
avai | abl e, the Speaker shal |l nane a menber who shall call the House to
order and preside during the Speaker's absence.

HLO- 30. Speaker-elect. During the transition period between the party
organi zati on caucuses and the election of House officers, the
Speaker - el ect has the responsibilities and authority appropriateto
organi ze t he House (section 5-2-202, MCA). Authority incl udes approving
presessi on expenditures.

H10- 40. Speaker pro tenpore duties. The Speaker pro tenpore shall,
inthe absence or inability of the Speaker, call the House to order and
performal | other duties of the chair in presidingover the deliberations
of the House and shall perform other duties and exercise other
responsibilities as may be assigned by the Speaker.

H10-50. Legislative Adm nistration Committee duties. (1) The
Legi sl ative Adm nistration Conm ttee shall consider nattersrelatingto
| egi slative adm ni stration, staffing patterns, budgets, equi pnment,
operations, and expenditures.

(2) The committee shall have authority to act inthe interimto
prepare for future legislative sessions. It may del egate specific duties
to a | egislative agency.

(3) The comm ttee shall approve contracts for purchase or | ease of
equi pnmrent and supplies for the House, subject to the approval of the
Speaker .

(4) The commttee shall conprise the House nenbership of the Joint
Legi sl ative Adm nistration Commttee.

H10- 60. Enpl oyees. (1) The Speaker shal |l appoi nt a Chi ef Cl erk,
Ser geant - at - Arnms, and Chapl ai n, subject to confirmation of the House
(section 5-2-221, MCA).
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(2) The Speaker shall recomend to the Legi sl ative Adm ni stration
Comm ttee enpl oyment of necessary staff.

(3) The secretary for a standi ng or sel ect commtteeis generally
responsi bletothe commttee chair but shall work under the direction of
the Chief Clerk.

(4) The Speaker and majority and mnority fl oor | eaders nmay each
appoint a private secretary.

HLO- 70. Chief Aerk's duties. The Chief O erk, under the supervision
of the Speaker, is the chief adm nistrative officer of the House andis
responsi bl e to:

(1) supervise all House enpl oyees;

(2) have custody of all records and docunments of the House;

(3) supervisethe handling of | egislationinthe House, the House
journal, and ot her House publications; deliver tothe Secretary of State
at the close of each session the House journal, bill and resol ution
records, and all original House bills and joint resolutions; collect
m nut es and exhi bits fromall House comm ttees and subcomm tt ees and
del i ver them unbound, tothe Legislative Services Division librarian, who
shal | arrange to have themcopi ed in an archivable format. Acopy will be
provi ded to the Legi sl ative Services Divisionandthe State LawlLi brary
of Montana. The Legi sl ative Fiscal Analyst will receive a copy of the
m nut es fromt he appropriati on conmttee and subconmttees. After copying,
the original mnutes will be deliveredtothe Montana H storical Society.

H10- 80. Sergeant-at-Arms duties. The Sergeant-at-Arnms shall

(1) under the direction of the Speaker and t he Chi ef Cl erk, have
charge of and mai ntain order inthe House, its | obbies, galleries, and
hal | ways and al | other roonms inthe Capitol assigned for the use of the
House;

(2) be present whenever the House is in session and at any ot her tine
as directed by the presiding officer;

(3) execute the commands of the House and serve the wits and

processes issued by the authority of the House and directed by the
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Speaker;

(4) supervise assistants tothe Sergeant-at-Arnms, who shall aidin
t he perfornmance of prescri bed duti es and who have t he sane aut hority,
subject to the control of the Speaker;

(5) clear the floor and ant eroomof the House of all persons not
entitledtothe privileges of the floor prior tothe conveni ng of each
session of the House;

(6) bringin absent menbers when so directed under a call of the
House;

(7) enforce the distribution of any printed matter in the House
chambers and anteroom in accordance with H20-80;

(8) enforce parkingregul ati ons applicabl e to areas of the Capitol
conpl ex under the control of the House;

(9) supervise the doorkeeper; and

(10) supervise the pages.

H10-90. Legislative aides. (1) Alegislative aide is a person
specifically designated by a representati ve to assist that representative
in performng |l egislative duties. Arepresentative nmay sponsor one
| egislative aide a session by witten notification to the
Ser geant - at - Ar ns.

(2) Norepresentative may desi gnate a second | egi sl ative aideinthe
sane session w thout the approval of the House Rules Committee.

(3) A legislative aide nmust be of |egal age unl ess ot herw se
approved by the House Rules Conm ttee.

(4) The Sergeant-at-Arns shall issue distinctiveidentificationtags
to legislative aides. The cost nust be paid by the sponsoring
representative.

H10- 100. Legislativeinterns. Alegislativeinternis a person
desi gnated under Title 5, chapter 6, MCA

H10- 110. House journal. (1) The House shall keep ajournal, which
istheofficial record of House actions (Montana Constitution, Art. V,

Sec. 10). The journal nust be prepared under t he direction of the Speaker.
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(2) Records of the foll ow ng proceedi ngs nust be entered on the
j ournal :

(a) the taking and subscription of the constitutional oath by
representatives (Montana Constitution, Art. IIl, Sec. 3; 5-2-214);

(b) commttee reports;

(c) nessages fromthe Governor;

(d) messages fromthe Senate;

(e) every notion, the nane of the representative presentingit, and
its disposition;

(f) the introduction of legislation in the House;

(g) consideration of |egislation subsequent to introduction;

(h) on final passage of |l|egislation, the names of the
representati ves and their vote on the question (Mntana Constitution, Art.
V, Sec. 11);

(i) roll call votes; and

(j) upon arequest by two representatives before avoteis taken,
the nanmes of the representatives and their votes on the question.

(3) The Chief Clerk shall provide to the Legislative Services
Di vi si on such i nformati on as may be requi red for the publication of the
daily journal.

(4) Any representative may exam ne the daily journal and propose
corrections. The Speaker may direct a correctionto be made when suggest ed
subject to objection by the House.

(5) The Speaker shal | authenticate the House journal after the close
of the session (section 5-11-201, MCA).

(6) The Legislative Services Divisionshall publishanddistribute
t he House journal (sections 5-11-202 and 5-11-203, MCA). Thetitle of each
bill nmust be listed in the index of the published session journal.

HL0- 120. Vot es recorded and public. Every vote of each representative
on each substantive question in the House, in any commttee, or in
Comm ttee of the Whole nmust be recorded and nade public (Montana
Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 11).
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H10- 130. Duration of | egislative day. Al egi sl ative day ends either
24 hours after the House convenes for that day or at the ti ne t he House
convenes for the followi ng |egislative day, whichever is earlier.

CHAPTER 2
Decorum

H20- 10. Addressing the House -- recognition. (1) When a nenber
desires to speak to or address any matter to t he House, t he nenber shoul d
rise and respectfully address the Speaker or the presiding officer.

(2) The Speaker or presidingofficer may ask, "For what purpose does
t he nmenber ri se?" or "For what purpose does t he nenber seek recognition?"
and may t hen decide if recognitionisto be granted. Thereis no appeal
fromthe Speaker's or presiding officer's decision.

H20- 20. Questions of order and privilege. (1) The Speaker shall
deci de al | questions of order and privil ege, subject to an appeal by any
representative seconded by two representatives. The questi on on appeal
is, "Shall the decision of the chairman be sustained?".

(2) Responses to parlianentary inquiries and decisions of
recognition may not be appeal ed.

(3) Questions of order and privilege, inorder of precedence, are:

(a) those affecting the collectiverights, safety, dignity, and
integrity of the House; and

(b) those affecting the rights, reputation, and conduct of
i ndi vi dual representatives.

(4) A nmenber may not address t he House on a questi on of privil ege
bet ween the tinme:

(a) an undebatable notionis offered and the vote is taken onthe
noti on;

(b) the previous questionis ordered andthe voteis takenonthe
proposition included under the previous question; or

(c) amtiontolay onthetableis offeredandthe voteis taken
on the notion.

H20-30. Limts on | obbyi ng. Lobbying on the House fl oor and in the
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anteroomi s prohi bited during a daily session, 2 hours before the session,
and 2 hours after the session.

H20- 40. Admittance to the House floor. (1) The fol |l owi ng persons
may be adm tted to t he House fl oor during a daily session: present and
former | egislators; |egislative enpl oyees necessary for the conduct of the
sessi on; accredited news staff; and nenbers' spouses and chil dren. The
Speaker may all ow exceptions to this rule.

(2) Only anenber nmay sit inanmenber's chair whenthe Houseisin
sessi on.

H20-50. Dil atory notions or questions. The House has aright to
protect itself fromdilatory notions or questi ons used for the purpose of
del ayi ng or obstructing busi ness. The presiding officer shall decideif
mot i ons (except a call of the House) or questions are dilatory. This
deci sion my be appealed to the House.

H20- 60. Opening and order of business. The opening of each
| egi sl ati ve day nust i ncl ude an i nvocation, the pl edge of all egi ance, and
roll call. Foll ow ngthe opening, the order of busi ness of the House i s
as foll ows:

(1) conmunications and petitions;

(2) reports of standing committees;

(3) reports of select commttees;

(4) messages fromthe Senate;

(5) nessages fromthe Governor;

(6) first reading and comm tnent of bills;

(7) second reading of bills;

(8) third reading of bills;

(9) notions;

(10) unfinished business;

(11) special orders of the day; and

(12) announcenent of conmttee meetings.

H20- 70. Lobbyi ng by enpl oyees. (1) Al egislative enpl oyee, intern,

or aide of either house is prohibited from | obbying, although a
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| egi slative commttee may request testinony froma person so restricted.

(2) The Speaker or the Legi sl ative Adm nistration Conm ttee may
di sci pli ne or di scharge any House enpl oyee viol ati ng this prohibition. The
Speaker or the commttee may wi thdrawthe privil eges of any House ai de or
intern violating this prohibition.

H20- 80. Papers di stri but ed on desks. A paper concerni ng proposed
| egi sl ati on may not be placed on representati ves' desks unless it is
aut hori zed by a menber and per m ssi on has been grant ed by t he Speaker. The
Sergeant-at-Arns shall direct its distribution.

H20-90. Violation of rules. (1) If a menmber, in speaking or
ot herwi se, viol ates the rul es of the House, the Speaker shall, or the
majority or mnority fl oor | eader may, call the nenber to order, in which
case the nenber called to order nust be seated i medi ately.

(2) The nmenber called to order nmay nove for an appeal to t he House
and if the notionis seconded by two nenbers, the matter nust be submtted
to the House for determ nation by majority vote. The notion is
nondebat abl e.

(3) If the decision of the Houseis infavor of the nember call ed
to order, the nenber may proceed. If the decisionis against the nenber,
t he menmber may not proceed.

(4) If amenber iscalledtoorder, the mtter may bereferred to
the Rul es Conmttee by the mnority or majority | eader. The Comm ttee may
reconmend t o t he House t hat t he nenber be censured or be subject to ot her
action. The House shall act upon the recomendation of the Committee.

CHAPTER 3
Commi ttees

H30- 10. House standi ng conm ttees -- appoi ntnments. (1) The Speaker
shal | determ ne the total nunber of nenbers and t he party di vi sion and
shal |l appoint the menbers to the follow ng standing conmttees:
Agricul ture; Appropriations; Business and Labor; Education; Ethics; Fish,
WIldlife, and Parks; Transportation; Human Services; Judiciary;

Legi sl ati ve Adm ni stration; Local Government; Natural Resources; Rul es;
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State Adm nistration; State/Federal Relations; and Taxati on.

(2) The Speaker shall appoint the chairman, vice chairman, and
m nority vice chairman of each standi ng conmttee whil e retainingthe
authority to renove and repl ace any chai rman, vice chairman, or mnority
vice chairman at any ti me. The appoi ntment or renoval of amnority vice
chai rman requires the consent of the mnority | eader. The Speaker shal |
gi ve notice of each appointnment to the Chief Clerk for publication.

(3) The Speaker may, inthe Speaker's di scretion or as authori zed
by t he House, create and appoint sel ect conm ttees, designating the
chai rman and vi ce chai rman of the sel ect comnmttee. Select committees nay
request or receive legislationinthe same manner as a standi ng conm ttee
and are subject to the rules of standing comm ttees.

H30-20. Chairnman's duties. The princi pal duties of the chairnman of
standi ng or select commttees are to:

(1) preside over neetings of the cormittee and to put all questi ons;

(2) maintainorder and deci de all questions of order subject to
appeal to the commttee;

(3) supervise and direct staff of the commttee;

(4) have the commttee secretary keepthe official record of the
m nut es;

(5) signreports of the conmttee and submt thempronptly tothe
Chi ef Cl erk;

(6) appoint subcommttees to performon a formal or an infornal
basis; and

(7) informthe Speaker of conmttee activity.

H30-30. Quorum-- officers as nmenbers. (1) A quorumof a
conmtteeisanmgjority of the nenbers of the conmttee. A quorumof a
comm ttee nust be present at a neetingto act officially. Aquorumof a
conm ttee may transact busi ness, and a mgj ority of the quorum even t hough
it is amnority of the commttee, is sufficient for conmttee action.

(2) The Speaker, majority | eader, and mnority | eader are ex-officio,

nonvoti ng menbers of all House commttees. They may count toward
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establishing a quorum

H30-40. Meetings. (1) Al meetings of commttees nust be opento
the public at all tinmes, subject al ways to the power and authority of the
chai rman t o mai ntai n safety, order, and decorum The date, tine, and
pl ace of committee neetings nust be posted.

(2) A commttee or subcommttee may be assenbl ed for:

(a) apublic hearing at whichtestinony isto be heard and at which
official action may be taken on bills, resolutions, or other matters;

(b) aformal neeting at whichthe conmmttees may di scuss and t ake
official actiononbills, resolutions, or other matters w t hout testi nony;
or

(c) a work session at which the commttee may discuss bills,
resol utions, or other matters but take no formal action.

(3) Al commttees neet at the call of the chairman or upon the
request of anmgjority of the nenbers of the conmttee directedto andwith
t he approval of the Speaker.

(4) Al commttees shall provide for and give public notice,
reasonably cal cul ated to gi ve actual noticetointerested persons, of the
time, place, and subject matter of regul ar and speci al neetings. All
comm ttees are encouraged to provide at | east 31| egislative days notice
t o menbers of comm ttees and t he general public. However, a neeting may
be hel d upon notice appropriate to the circunstances.

(5) Acommttee may not neet duringthetinethe Houseis in session
wi t hout | eave of t he Speaker. Any nenber attendi ng such a neeti ng nust
be consi dered excused t o attend busi ness of t he House subject to a call
of the House.

(6) Al neetings of comm ttees nmust be recorded and t he transcri bed
m nut es nust be available tothe publicwthinareasonabletineafter the
meeting. The official record nust contain at |east the foll ow ng
i nformation:

(a) the time and place of each neeting of the commttee;

(b) commttee nmenbers present, excused, or absent;
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(c) the names and addresses of persons appearing before the
comm ttee, whomeach represents, and whet her the personis a proponent,
opponent, or other w tness;

(d) all motions and their disposition;

(e) the results of all votes;

(f) referencestotherecordinglog, sufficient toserve as an i ndex
to the original recording; and

(g) testinmony and exhibits submtted in witing.

H30-50. Procedures. (1) The chairman shall notify the sponsor of
any bill pending beforethe commttee of thetine and placeit will be
consi der ed.

(2) A standing or select conmttee may not take up referred
| egi sl ation unl ess t he sponsor or one of the cosponsors i s present or
unl ess the sponsor has given witten consent.

(3) The committee shall act on each bill in its possession:

(a) by reporting the bill out of the commttee:

(i) with the recommendation that it be referred to another
conmm ttee;

(ii) favorably as to passage; or

(iii) unfavorably; or

(b) by tabling the nmeasure in commttee.

(4) The commttee may not report a bill to the House wi t hout
reconmendati on.

(5) The commttee may reconmend that a bill onwhichit has made a
favorabl e recommendati on by unani nous vote be pl aced on t he consent
cal endar.

(6) Inreporting a measure out of commttee, a commttee shal
include in its report:

(a) the neasure in the formreported out;

(b) the recomendati on of the comm ttee;

(c) an identification of all substantive changes; and

(d) a fiscal note, if required.
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(7) If anmeasureis wthdrawn froma comittee and brought tothe
House fl oor for debate on second readi ng on that day wi t hout a conm ttee
recomrendati on, the bill does not include anendnents fornal |y adopt ed by
the comm ttee.

(8) Asecondtoany notionofferedinaconmtteeis not required
in order for the notion to be considered by the commttee.

(9) The vote of each nmenber on all comm ttee actions nmust be
recorded. Al notions nay be adopted only onthe affirmati ve vote of a
maj ority of the menbers voting.

(10) Amotiontotakeabill fromthe tabl e nay be adopted by t he
affirmative vote of amajority of the nenbers present at any neeti ng of
the comm ttee.

(11) Anactionformally taken by acommttee may not be altered in
t he conm ttee except by reconsideration and further formal action of the
comm ttee.

(12) Acommttee may reconsi der any action as long as the matter
remai ns i nthe possession of the commttee. Acomittee nmenber need not
have voted with the prevailing side in order to nove reconsi deration.

(13) Any legislationrequested by acommttee requires three-fourths
of all nenbers of the cormitteeto voteinfavor of the questionto allow
the commttee torequest thedrafting or i ntroduction of |egislation.
Vot es requesting drafting and i ntroducti on of commttee | egi sl ati on may
be taken jointly or separately.

(14) The chairman shall decide points of order

(15) The privileges of commttee nenbers include the foll ow ng:

(a) to participate freely in commttee discussions and debate;

(b) to offer notions;

(c) to assert points of order and privilege;

(d) to question wi tnesses upon recognition by the chairmn;

(e) to offer any anmendnent to any bill; and

(f) tovote, either by being present or by proxy, using a standard

formor through the vice chairman or mnority vice chairman.
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(16) Any neeting of acommttee held through the use of tel ephone
or ot her el ectroni c comuni cati on nust be conducted i n accordance with
Chapter 3 of the House Rul es.

(17) Acommttee may consolidate into one bill any two or nore
related billsreferredtoit whenever | egislationnay be sinplifiedbythe
consol i dati on.

(18) Conmmttee procedure nust be i nformal, but when any questi ons
ari se on comm ttee procedure, the rul es or practices of the House are
appl i cabl e except as stated in the House Rul es.

H30-60. Public testinmony. (1) Testinony fromproponents, opponents,
and i nformati onal wi t nesses nust be all owed on every bill or resol ution
bef ore a standi ng or select conmttee. AlIl persons, other than the
sponsor, offering testinony shall conplete a"Wtness Form' and submt it
to the conmttee secretary.

(2) Any personw shingtooffer testinony toacommttee hearing a
bill or resol ution nust be gi ven a reasonabl e opportunity to do so, orally
or inwiting. Witten testinony may not be required of any wi t ness, but
all w tnesses nust be encouraged to submt astatenent inwitingfor the
committee's official record.

(3) The chai rnman nay order the conm ttee roomcl eared of visitors
if thereis disorderly conduct. During conmmttee nmeetings, visitors nmay
not speak unl ess call ed upon by the chairman. Restrictions on tine
avail able for testinony nmay be announced.

(4) The nunber of peopleinacommttee roommy not exceed the
maxi mumposted by the State Fire Marshall. The chai rman shall nmai ntain
that limt.

(5) Inany commttee nmeeting, the use of caneras, tel evision, radio,
or any formof tel ecommuni cati on equi pnent i s all owed, but the chairman
may desi gnate t he areas of the hearing roomfromwhich t he equi pnment nust
be oper at ed.

CHAPTER 4

Legi sl ati on
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HAO- 10. Introduction deadlines. (1) Except as provi ded in subsection
(2), if arepresentative accepts drafted | egislationfromthe Legislative
Services Dvision after the deadline for introduction, the representative
may not i ntroduce that | egislationafter 48 hours fromthetinme the bill
was accepted fromthe Legislative Services Division.

(2) Nobill or resolutionmy beintroduced any | ater than 5 p. m
5 legislative days prior to the appropriate transmttal deadline.

HAO- 20. House resol utions. (1) A House resolutionis usedto adopt
or amend House rules, make recomrendati ons on the districting and
apportionment plan (Mntana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 14), express the
sentinent of the House, or assist House operations.

(2) Astodrafting, introduction, andreferral, a House resol ution
istreatedas abill. AHouse resolution may be requested and i ntroduced
at any tine. Final passage of a House resolutionis determ ned by the
Committ ee of the Whol e report. A House resol uti on does not progressto
third reading.

(3) The Chief Clerk shall transmt a copy of each passed House
resolution to the Senate and the Secretary of State.

H40- 30. Cosponsors. (1) Prior tosubmttinglegislationtothe Chief
Cl erk for introduction, the chi ef sponsor nay add representatives and
senators as cosponsors by having them sign the copies.

(2) After legislationis submtted for introduction but beforethe
| egislationreturns fromthe first House commttee, the chief sponsor nay
add or renove cosponsors by filing a cosponsor formwi th the Chief derk.
This filing must be noted by the Chief Clerk for the record on Order of
Busi ness No. 11.

HAO- 40. Introduction -- receipt. (1) During a session, proposed House
| egi slation may be i ntroduced i nthe House by submttingit induplicate,
endorsed with the signature of arepresentative as chi ef sponsor, tothe
Chief Clerk for introduction. I neach session of the Legislature, the
proposed | egi sl ati on nust be nunbered consecutively by typeinthe order

of recei pt. Subm ssi on and nunberi ng of properly endorsed | egi sl ati on
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constitutes introduction.

(2) Preintroduction of |legislation prior to a session under
provi sions of the joint rules constitutes introduction in the House.

(3) Acknow edgnent by the Chief Cerk of recei pt of | egislationor
ot her matters transmtted fromthe Senate for consi derati on by t he House
constitutes introduction of the Senate | egislationinthe House or recei pt
by t he House f or purposes of applyingtinelimts containedinthe House
rules. Al legislationnay bereferredto aconmttee prior to beingread
across the rostrum as provided in H40-50.

(4) Acknow edgnent by t he Chi ef Clerk of recei pt of messages from
t he Senate or other elected officials constitutes recei pt by t he House for
pur poses of any applicabletimelimt. Senate |l egislationor nessages
recei ved fromthe Senate or el ected officials are subject to all other
rul es.

HA0-50. First reading. Legi sl ation properly introduced or received
i nthe House must be announced across the rostrumand public notice
provi ded. Thi s announcenent constitutes first readi ng, and no debat e or
motionisinorder except that arepresentative may questi on adherenceto
rules. Acknow edgnent by the Chief Clerk of receipt of |egislation
transmtted fromthe Senate commences thetinelimt for consideration of
the legislation. Al |legislationreceived by the House may be referred
to a commttee prior to being read across the rostrum

H40- 60. One readi ng per day. Except onthe final |egislative day,
| egi sl ation may recei ve no nore t han one readi ng per | egi slative day. On
the final |egislative day, |egislationnmayreceive nore than one readi ng.

H40- 70. Referral. (1) The Speaker shall refer to a House conm ttee
all properly introduced House |egislation and transmtted Senate
| egi sl ati on.

(2) Legislationmy not receive final passage and approval unl ess
it has been referred to a House conm ttee.

H40- 80. Rereferral. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2),

| egislationthat isinthe possession of the House and t hat has not been
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finally di sposed of may be rereferred to a House conm ttee by House noti on
approved by not I ess thanthree-fifths of the nmenbers present and voti ng.

(2) Legislationthat isinthe possession of the House and t hat has
been reported froma conmmttee with a do pass or be concurred in
recomrendati on may be rereferred to a House conmttee by a majority vote.

H40- 90. Legislationw thdrawn fromcomm ttee. Legi sl ati on may be
wi t hdrawn froma House conmi tt ee by House noti on approved by not | ess t han
three-fifths of the nenmbers present and voti ng.

H40- 100. Standing conmtteereports. (1) AHouse standing comittee
recomrendati on of "do pass" or "be concurred in” nmust be announced acr oss
therostrumand, if thereis noobjectiontoform is considered adopt ed.

(2) Arecommendation of "do not pass” or "be not concurredin” mnust
be announced across the rostrumand, onthe foll owi ng | egi sl ati ve day, nmay
be debat ed and adopted or rej ected on Order of Busi ness No. 2. Anption
toreject an adverse comrittee report nmust be approved by not | ess t han
three-fifths of the nmenbers voting. Failure to adopt a notiontoreject
an adverse conmttee report constitutes adoption of the report.

(3) If the House rejects an adverse conm ttee report, the bill
progresses to second readi ng, as schedul ed by the Speaker, with any
anmendnment s recomrended by the commttee.

HA40- 110. Consent cal endar procedure. (1) Noncontroversial bills and
si mpl e and j oi nt resol uti ons may be recommended f or t he consent cal endar
by a standing comm ttee and processed according to the follow ng
pr ovi si ons:

(a) To beeligiblefor the consent cal endar, the | egi sl ati on nust
recei ve a unani nous vote by the menbers of the standing comnmttee in
at t endance (do pass, do pass as anended). I n addition, a notion nust be
made and passed unani nously to place the | egislation on the consent
cal endar andthis actionreflectedinthe commttee report. Appropriation
or revenue bills may not be recomended for the consent cal endar.

(b) The legislationnust then be sent to be processed and r epr oduced

as athird reading version and specifically marked as a "consent cal endar”
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(2) O her legislation my be placed on the consent cal endar by
agr eenment bet ween t he Speaker and the minority | eader foll owi ng a positive
recommendati on by a standi ng comm ttee. The | egi sl ati on nust be sent to
be processed as a second readi ng version but nust be specifically
announced and posted as a "consent calendar"” item

(3) Legislation nmust be posted imediately (as soon as it is
recei ved appropriately printed) onthe consent cal endar and nust renmain
there for 11egislative day before consi derati on under Order of Business
No. 11, speci al orders of the day. At that tinme, the presidingofficer
shal | announce consi derati on of the consent cal endar and al | ow"reasonabl e
time" for questions and answers upon request. No debate is allowed.

(4) If any one representative submts awitten objectiontothe
pl acenent of | egislation onthe consent cal endar, the | egislation nust be
renoved fromt he consent cal endar and added to t he regul ar second r eadi ng
boar d.

(5) Consent cal endar I egislationw || be consi dered on O der of
Busi ness No. 8, third reading of bills, following the regular third
readi ng agenda, as separately noted on the agenda.

(6) Legislation on the consent cal endar nust be consi dered
individually wwththeroll call vote spread onthe journal as the final
vote in the House.

(7) Legislation passed on the consent cal endar nust then be
transmtted to the Senate. Legi sl ation nust be appropriately printed prior
to transm ttal

H40-120. Legislation requiring other than a majority vote.
Legislationthat requires other thananmajority vote for final passage
needs only ampjority vote for any actionthat is taken prior tothird
reading and that normally requires a mpjority vote.

H40- 130. Anendi ng House second and t hird readi ng agendas. (1) A
maj ority of representatives present may rearrange or renove | egi sl ation

fromeither the second or third readi ng agenda on that |egislative day



HROOO1

(2) Legislationmy be added to the second or third readi ng agenda
on that | egislative day on a notion approved by not | ess thanthree-fifths
of the nembers present and voti ng.

H40- 140. Second readi ng. (1) Legislationreturned fromcommttee nay
be placed on second readi ng unl ess otherw se ordered by the House.

(2) The House shall formitself intoa Conmttee of the Woleto
consi der busi ness on second readi ng. The Comm ttee of t he Wiol e may debat e
| egi sl ation, attach amendnents, and recomrend appr oval or di sapproval of
| egi sl ation.

(3) Except onthefinal |egislative day, at | east 11egislative day
must el apse betweenthetinelegislationis reported fromcomittee and

the time it is considered on second reading.

(4) If anmotiontorecomendthat abill "do pass" or "be concurred
in" fails in the Commttee of the Whole, the obverse, i.e., a
recomendati on that the bill "do not pass"” or "be not concurredin”, is
consi dered to have passed. |If anmotiontorecomendthat abill "do not

pass” or "be not concurredin” failsinthe Cormttee of the Wil e, the
obverse, i.e., arecommendationthat the bill "do pass" or "be concurred
in", is considered to have passed.

(5) An anendnent attachedto |l egislationbythe Conmttee of the
Whol e remai ns unl ess renoved by further |egislative action.

(6) Wien the Conmttee of the Whol e reports to the House, the House
shal | adopt or reject the Comm ttee of the Whole report. If the House
rejects the Conmttee of the Whol e report, the |l egi sl ation remai ns on
second readi ng, as anended by t he Comm tt ee of the Whol e, unl ess t he House
orders ot herw se.

(7) Arepresentative may nove to segregate | egi sl ation fromthe
Commi ttee of the Whol e report before thereport i s adopted. Segregated
| egi sl ation, as anended by t he Conmi ttee of the Wol e, nust be pl aced on
second readi ng unless the House orders ot herw se.

H40- 150. Arendnents inthe Conmttee of the Wole. (1) All Committee

of the Whol e anendnments nmust be checked by the House anendments
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coordi nator for format, style, clarity, consistency, and ot her factors,
i naccordance with the nost recent Bill Drafting Manual published by t he
Legi sl ati ve Servi ces Division, before the anendnent nmay be accepted at t he
rostrum The anmendnment formmnust i nclude the date and ti ne t he amendnent
is submtted for that check.

(2) An anmendnment submtted to the rostrumfor consideration by the
Comm ttee of the Whol e nust be marked as checked by the amendnments
coordi nat or and signed by arepresentative. Unless the mgjority | eader,
the mnority | eader, and sponsor agree, anendnents nust be printed and
pl aced on the nmenbers' desks prior to consideration.

(3) An anendnent may not be proposed until the sponsor has opened
on a bill.

(4) Acopy of every anendnent rej ected by the Cormi ttee of the Wol e
must be kept as part of the official records.

(5) An anendnent nmay not change the original purpose of the

H40- 160. Motions inthe Commttee of the Wiole. (1) When t he House
resolvesitself intoa Commttee of the Whole, the only notions in order
are to:

(a) anend,

(b) recomend passage or nonpassage;

(c) recomend concurrence Or nonconcurrence;

(d) reconsider;

(e) pass consideration;

(f) call for cloture;

(g) rise, riseandreport, or rise and report progress and beg | eave
to sit again; and

(h) to change the order in which |egislation is placed on the
agenda.

(2) Subsections (1)(d) through (1)(g) are nondebat abl e but may be
amended. Once a notion under subsection (1)(b) or (1)(c) is made, a
contrary notion is not in order.

(3) If aquorumof representatives is not present during second

bi ||
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readi ng, the Commttee of the Wiol e may conduct no busi ness on | egi sl ation
and a motion for a call of the House wi thout a quorumis in order.

H40-170. Limts on debate in the Commttee of the Whole. (1) A
representative may not speak nore t han once on t he noti on and may speak
for nonore than 5 mnutes. The representative who makes t he noti on may
speak a second tinme for 5 mnutes in order to close.

(2) After at | east two proponents and two opponents have spoken on
a question and 30 m nutes have el apsed, anotiontocall for clotureis
inorder. Approval by not | ess than two-thirds of the nenbers present and
votingisrequiredto sustainanotionfor cloture. Notw thstandi ngthe
passage of a notion to end debate, the sponsor of the notion on which
debat e was ended may cl ose.

(3) By previous agreenent of the majority | eader and the mnority
fl oor | eader:

(a) al ead proponent and a | ead opponent nay be grant ed addi ti onal
time to speak on a bill;

(b) abill or resolution may be al |l ocat ed a predet ermnm ned anount of
time for debate and nunber of speakers.

HAO- 180. Speci al provisions for debate on t he general appropriations
bill. (1) The Appropriations Conmttee chairman, in presentingthebill,
is not subject to the 5-m nute speaking |imtation.

(2) Each appropriations subconmm ttee chairman shall fully present
their portionof thebill. Asubconmttee chairmanis not subject tothe
5-m nute speaking |imtation.

(3) After the presentation by the subcomm ttee chairman, the
respective section of the bill is open for debate, questions, and
amendnment s.

(4) An anmendnent that affects nore t han one section of the bill nust
be offered when the first section affected is considered.

(5) Follow ng conpl etion of the debate on each section, that section
is closed and may not be reopened except by mpjority vote.

(6) If anmenber noves to reopen a section for anendnent, only the
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amendnment of t hat nmenber may be entertai ned. Anot her menber wi shingto
amend t he sane section shall make a separate notion to reopen the section.

(7) Debate onthe notion to reopen a sectionis limtedto the
guesti on of reopeni ng the section. The anendnent itself nay not be debated
at that tine. Thislimtation does not prohibit the menber fromexpl ai ni ng
t he amendnment to be consi dered.

(8 A nmtion for cloture is not in order during debate on the
general appropriations bill.

H40-190. Engrossing. (1) After legislationis passed on second
readi ng, it nust be engrossed within 48 hours under the direction of the
Speaker. The Speaker may grant additional tinme for engrossing.

(2) Whenthelegislationthat has passed second readi ng has been
correctly engrossed, it may be placed onthirdreadi ng onthe foll ow ng
| egi sl ative day. Onthe final | egislative day, the correctly engrossed
| egislation nmay be placed on third reading on the sanme |egislative day

H40-200. Thirdreading. (1) All bills, joint resolutions, and Senat e
anmendrment s t o House bil | s and resol uti ons passi ng second r eadi ng nust be
pl aced onthird reading the day foll owi ng the recei pt of the engrossi ng
or other appropriate printing report.

(2) Legislation on third reading nay not be anmended or debat ed.

(3) The Speaker shall state the questiononlegislationonthird
reading. If amajority of the representatives voting does not approve the
| egislation, it fails to pass third readi ng.

H40- 210. Senate |l egislationinthe House. Senate | egi sl ati on properly
transmtted to the House nust be treated as House | egislation.

H40- 220. Senat e anmendnents to House | egi sl ation. (1) When t he Senat e
has properly returned House | egi sl ati on wi t h Senat e anendnents, t he House
shal | announce t he anendnent s on Order of Busi ness No. 4, and t he Speaker
shal | place themon second readi ng for debate. The Speaker may rerefer
House | egi sl ati on with Senat e anendnents toa commttee for a hearingif
t he Senate anmendnents constitute a significant change in the House

| egi slation. The secondreadingvoteislimtedto consideration of the
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Senat e amendnents.

(2) If the House accepts Senate anendnents, the House shall pl ace
the final formof thelegislationonthirdreadingtodetermneif the
| egi slation, as anended, is passed or if the required vote is obtainec

(3) If the House rejects the Senate anmendnents, the House may
request the Senate to recede fromits anendnents or nmay di rect appoi nt nent
of a conference commttee and request the Senate to appoint a |like
comm ttee.

H40- 230. Conference committee reports. (1) Wen a House conference
conmmttee files areport, the report nust be announced under Order of
Busi ness No. 3.

(2) The House may debate and adopt or reject the conference
comm ttee report on second readi ng on any | egi sl ati ve day. The House may
reconsider its actioninrejectingaconference comnttee report under
rules for reconsideration, H50-160.

(3) If both the House and t he Senat e adopt the sanme conference
commttee report onlegislationrequiring norethananmjority vote for
final passage, the House, foll ow ng approval of the conference conmttee
report onthirdreading, shall placethe final formof the legislationon
third reading to determine if the required vote is obtained.

(4) If the House rejects a conference commttee report, the
conm ttee continues to exi st unl ess di ssol ved by t he Speaker or by noti on.
The commttee may file a subsequent report.

(5) A House conference commttee may confer regarding matters
assignedtoit with any Senate conference commtteewithlike jurisdiction
and submt recomrendations for consideration of the House.

H40- 240. Enrolling. (1) When House | egi sl ati on has passed both
houses, it nmust be enrolled wi thin 48 hours under the direction of the
Speaker. The Speaker may grant additional time for enrolling.

(2) The chi ef sponsor of the |l egislationshall exam nethe enrolled
| egislation and, if it has no enrolling errors, shall, within 1

| egislative day, certify the legislation as correctly enroll ed.
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(3) Thecorrectly enrolled!|egislationmnust be deliveredtothe
Speaker, who shall sign the |egislation.

(4) After thelegislationhas beenreportedcorrectly enrolled but
before it is signed, any representative nmay exam ne the |egislation.

HAO- 250. Covernor's anendnents. (1) Wien t he Governor returns a bill
w t h recommended anendnent s, the House shal | announce t he anendnent s under
Order of Business No. 5.

(2) The House may debate and adopt or reject the Governor's
recommended anmendnents on second reading on any |egislative day.

(3) |If both the House and the Senate accept the Governor's
reconmended anendnents on a bill that requires norethanamjority vote
for final passage, the House shall place the final formof the legislation
on third reading to determne if the required vote is obtained.

H40- 260. Governor's veto. (1) Wien the Covernor returns abill with
a veto, the House shall announce t he vet o under Order of Busi ness No. 5.

(2) Onany legislative day, arepresentative may nove to overri de
the Governor's veto by a two-thirds vote under Order of Business No.

CHAPTER 5
Fl oor Actions

H50- 10. Attendance. (1) Arepresentative, unl ess excused, is required
to be present at every sitting of the House.

(2) Arepresentative may request inwitingto be excused for a
speci fied cause by his party | eader. Thi s excused absence i s not al eave
with cause froma call of the House.

H50-20. Quorum (1) A quorum of the House is fifty-one
representatives (Mntana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 10).

(2) Any representative may questionthe |l ack of a quorumat any tine
a vote i s not being taken. The question is nondebat abl e, may not be
amended, and is resolved by a roll call.

(3) The House nmay conduct no busi ness wi t hout a quorum except that
representatives present may convene, conpel the attendance of absent
representatives, or adjourn.



HROOO1

H50- 30. Call of the House wi thout a quorum (1) Inthe absence of a
gqguorum a mjority of the representatives present may conpel the
att endance of absent representatives through a call of the House w t hout
a quorum The notion for the call is nondebatabl e, may not be anended, and
isinorder at any tinme it has been established that a quorumis not
present .

(2) Duringacall of the House, all business is suspended. No noti on
is in order except a nmotion to adjourn or to renove the call.

(3) When a quorumhas been achi eved under the call, the call is
automatically lifted. The call nay al so be |lifted by adj our nment or by
two-thirds of the representatives present and voting.

H50- 40. Call of the House with a quorum (1) If a quorumis present
but at | east one representative is excused or absent, one-third of the
representatives present and voting may order a call of the Housew th a
quor um

(2) The notion for acall is nondebatabl e, may not be anended, and
isinorder at any tinme avote is not beingtaken, except that a call of
t he House with a quorumis not allowed in the Commttee of the Whole.

(3) Duringacall of the House, all business i s suspended. No notion
is in order except a nmotion to adjourn or to renove the call.

(4) Wen all representatives are present, except those onleavewth
cause, thecall is automatically lifted. The call nay al so be lifted by
adj ournment or by two-thirds of the representatives present and voting

H50- 50. Leave with cause. (1) During a call of the House, a
representative with an overri di ng nedi cal or personal reason nmay r equest
a |l eave with cause.

(2) If therepresentativeis present at thetinme of thecall, the
Speaker nmay approve a request for a | eave with cause.

(3) If therepresentativeis not present at thetinme of the call,
two-thirds of the representatives present and voti ng nay approve a r equest
for | eave with cause.

(4) During acall of the House, arepresentative onleave with cause
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may not cast an absentee vote.

H50- 60. Motions. (1) Any representati ve may propose a notion al | oned
by the rul es for the order of busi ness under which the notionis offered
for the consideration of the House. Unl ess ot herwi se specifiedinruleor
law, anmgjority of representatives votingis necessary and sufficient to
deci de a notion

(2) Seconds to nmotions on the House floor are not required.

(3) Absentee votes are not all owed on votes that are specified as
"representatives present and voting".

H50- 70. Limts on debat e of debat abl e noti ons. (1) Except for the
representati ve who places a debatable notion before the body, no
representative may speak nore t han once on t he questi on unl ess a unani nous
House consents. The representative who places the notion may cl ose.

(2) Norepresentative may speak for nore than 10 m nut es on t he sane
guestion, except that a representative may have 5 m nutes to cl ose.

H50- 80. Nondebat abl e notions. (1) Arepresentative has theright to
understand any question before the House and, usually under the
adm ni stration of the presidingofficer, nmay ask questi ons to exerci se
this right.

(2) The followi ng notions are nondebat abl e:

(a) to adjourn;

(b) for a call of the House;

(c) to recess or rise;

(d) for parlianmentary inquiry;

(e) to table or take fromthe tabl e;

(f) to call for the previous question or cloture;

(g) to anend a nondebat abl e noti on;

(h) to divide a question;

(i) to postpone consideration to a day certain;

(j) to suspend the rules;

(k) all incidental notions, such as notions relatingtovoting or

of a general procedural nature; and
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(I') to appeal a call to order

H50- 90. Questions. Arepresentative may, through the presiding
of ficer, ask questions of anot her representative during a fl oor session.
Thereisnolimt on questions and answers, except as provi ded i n H20- 50.

H50- 100. Anending notions -- limtations. (1) Arepresentative may
nove t o anend t he specific provisions of anotionw thout changingits
subst ance.

(2) No nore than one notionto amend anotionisinorder at any one
tinme.

(3) Anotionfor acall of the House, for the previ ous question, to
table, or to take fromthe table may not be anended.

H50- 110. Substitute nmotions. (1) Wien a question is before the House,
no substitute notion my be nade except the follow ng, which have
precedence in the order |isted:

(a) to adjourn;

(b) for a call of the House;

(c) to recess or rise;

(d) for a question of privilege;

(e) to table;

(f) to call for the previous question or cloture;

(g) to postpone consideration to a day certain;

(h) to refer to a coomttee; and

(i) to propose anendnents.

(2) Nothinginthis sectionallows anotionthat woul d not otherw se
be all owed under a particular order of business.

(3) No nore than one substitute notionisinorder at any one ti ne.

H50- 120. Wt hdraw ng notions. Arepresentative who proposes a noti on
may withdraw it before it is voted on or anended.

H50- 130. Dividing a question. Arepresentative may request to divide
a questionas amatter of right if it i ncludes two or nore propositions
so di stinct that they can be separated and if at | east one substantive

guestion remains after one substantive question is renoved.
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H50- 140. Previous question. (1) If amajority of representatives
present and voting adopts a notion for the previ ous question, debateis
cl osed on the question and it nmust be brought to a vote. The Speaker may
not entertain anotionto end debate unl ess at | east one proponent and one
opponent have spoken on the questi on.

(2) Notw thstanding the passage of a notion to end debate, the
sponsor of the notion on which debate was ended may cl ose.

H50- 150. Questions requiring other than a mapjority vote. The
foll owi ng questions require the vote specified for each condition:
100 House Menbers

(1) a notion to override the Governor's veto (two-thirds);

(2) anotionto approve abill to appropriate the principal of the
coal severance tax trust fund (three-fourths);

(3) anotionto approve abill to appropriate highway revenue, as
describedinArticleVIIl, section 6, of the Montana Constitution, for
pur poses other than therein described (three-fifths);

(4) anotionto approve abill to authorize creation of state debt
(two-thirds);

(5 amtionto tenporarily suspend a joint rule governing the
procedure for handling bills (two-thirds).

Menmbers Present and Voti ng
(1) a call of the House with a quorum (one-third);

(2) a nmotion to lift a call of the House (two-thirds);

(3) amtion to rerefer a bill fromone commttee to anot her
pursuant to Rule 40-80(1) (three-fifths);
(4) a notion to withdraw a bill froma commttee (three-fifths);

(5 anmtionto add legislation to the second or third readi ng
agenda (three-fifths);

(6) anotiontorenove |l egislationfromits normal progress through
t he House as provi ded under these rul es and reassign it unl ess ot herw se
specifically provided by these rules (three-fifths);

(7) a notion to change a vote (unani nous);
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(8 a nmotion to call for cloture (two-thirds);

(9) anmtionto take fromthe table in Commttee of the Whole
(three-fifths).

Members Voting

(1) a notion to anend or suspend rules (two-thirds);

(2) anmotiontooverturn an adverse conmttee report (three-fifths);

(3) a notion to record a vote (one representative);

(4) anotionto spread avote onthe journal (two representatives);

(5) an appeal of the ruling of the presiding officer (three
representatives);

(6) a notionto speak nore t han once on a debat abl e noti on (unani nous
vote);

(7) anotionto appeal the presiding officer's interpretation of the
rules to the House Rules Conmttee (15 representatives).

Entire Legislature

(1) a notion to approve a bill proposing to anend the Mont ana
Constitution (two-thirds of the entire Legislature).

H50- 160. Reconsi deration. (1) Any representative may, within 1
| egi sl ative day of a vote, nove to reconsi der the House vote on any matter
still within the control of the House.

(2) Anotionfor reconsideration, unless tabledor replaced by a
substitute notion, nust be disposed of when nmade.

(3) Wenanotionfor reconsiderationfails, the questionisfinally
settled. Anotion for reconsiderati on nmay not be renewed or reconsi dered.

(4) Amtiontorecall legislationfromthe Senate constitutes a
nmotion to reconsider and is subject to the sane rules.

(5 A nmtion for reconsideration is not in order on a vote to
post pone to a day certain or to table |egislation.

(6) There may be only one reconsi deration vote on a specific issue
on a legislative day.

H50- 170. Renewi ng procedural notions. The House nmay renew a

procedural nmotion if further House business has intervened.
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H50- 180. Tabling. (1) Under Order of Business No. 9, arepresentative
may nove t o tabl e any questi on, notion, or | egislation before the House
except the question of a quorumor a call of the House. The notionis
nondebat abl e and nmay not be anended.

(2) Wien a matter has been tabl ed, arepresentative nay nove to t ake
it fromthe table under Order of Business No. 9 on any | egislative day

H50- 190. Voting. (1) Therepresentatives shall vote to deci de any
noti on or question properly before the House. Each representati ve has one
vot e.

(2) The House may, w t hout obj ection, use a voi ce vot e on procedur al
notions that are not required to be recorded in the journal. If a
representative rises and objects, the House shall record the vote.

(3) The House shall recordthe vote on all substantive questi ons.
| f the voting systemis inoperable, the Chief Clerk shall record the
representatives' votes by other neans.

(4) A menber who is present shall vote unless the nenber has
di scl osed a conflict of interest to the House.

H50- 200. Changi ng a vote. (1) Arepresentative may nove t o change t he
representative's votewithinl1legislative day of the vote. The notionis
nondebat abl e. Al of the nmenbers present and voting shall consent tothe
change.

(2) The representative maki ng the notion shall first specifythe
bi Il nunber, the question, andthe original votetally. Avote nmay not
be changed if it would affect the outcome of |egislation.

(3) Avote change nmust be enteredintothe journal as a notation
t hat t he nmenber' s vote was changed. The original printedvote will not
be reprinted to reflect the change.

(4) An error caused by a mal function of the voting systemmay be
corrected without a vote.

H50- 210. Absentee votes. (1) An excused representative may fil e an
absent ee vot e aut hori zati on formto vot e during t he excused absence on any

vote for which absentee voting is all owed.
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(2) An excused representative shall sign an absentee vote
aut horization formthat specifies the notion and the desired vote.

(3) The absent ee vote aut horizati on formnust be handed i n at t he
rostrumby t he party whi p or desi gnated representative before voting on
t he nmoti on has commenced.

(4) The absent ee vote aut hori zati on nay be revoked before the vote
by the nmenber who signed the authorization.

H50- 220. Recess. The House may stand at ease or recess under any
order of busi ness by order of the Speaker or amajority vote. The recess
may be ended at the call of the chair or at a time specified.

H50- 230. Adjournnent for alegislativeday. (1) Arepresentative may
nmove t hat the House adjourn for that | egislative day. The notion is
nondebat abl e and may be nade under any or der of busi ness except Order of
Busi ness No. 7.

(2) Amptionto adjournfor alegislative day nust specify a date
and tinme for the House to convene on the subsequent |egislative day.

H50- 240. Adj ournnent sine die. Arepresentative may nove that t he
House adj ourn for the session. The noti on i s nondebat abl e and nmay be nade
under any order of business except Order of Business No. 7.

CHAPTER 6
Mot i ons

H60- 10. Proposal for consideration. (1) Every question presented
to the House or a commttee nust be submtted as a definite proposition.

(2) Arepresentative has theright to understand any questi on before
t he House and, under the authority of the presiding officer, may ask
questions to exercise this right.

H60- 20. Nondebat abl e noti ons. The followi ng notions, inadditionto
any ot her notion specifically designated, nust be deci ded wi t hout debat e:

(1) to adjourn;

(2) for a call of the House;

(3) to recess or rise;

(4) for parlianmentary inquiry;
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(5) to table or to take fromthe table

(6) to call for the previous question or for cloture;

(7) to amend a nondebat abl e noti on;

(8) to divide a question;

(9) to postpone consideration to a day certain;

(10) to suspend the rules; and

(11) all incidental notions, such as notions relatingto voting or
of a general procedural nature.

H60- 30. Mbtions all owed during debate. (1) Wen a questionis
under debate, only the foll ow ng notions are in order. The notions have
precedence in the follow ng order:

(a) to adjourn;

(b) for a call of the House;

(c) to recess or rise;

(d) for a question of privilege;

(e) to table or take fromthe table;

(f) to call for the previous question or cloture;

(g) to postpone consideration to a day certain;

(h) to refer or rerefer; and

(i) to propose anmendments.

(2) This section does not allowa notionthat woul d not ot herw se
be all owed under a particular order of business.

(3) Only one substitute notion is in order at any tine.

H60- 40. Mbtions to adjourn or recess. (1) Anotionto adjourn or
recess is always in order, except:

(a) when the House is voting on another notion;

(b) when t he previ ous question has been ordered and before the final
vot e;

(c) when a nenber entitledto the fl oor has not yi el ded for that
pur pose; or

(d) when busi ness has not been transacted after the defeat of a

notion to adjourn or recess.
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(2) The vote by which anotionto adjournor recessis carriedor
fails is not subject to a notion to reconsi der

H60-50. Mdtiontotable. (1) Anotiontotable, if carried, has the
ef f ect of postponing action onthe propositiontowhichit was applied
until superseded by a motion to take fromthe table.

(2) The vote by whichanotiontotableis carriedor fails cannot
be reconsi dered.

(3) Amptiontotableis not inorder after the previ ous question
has been ordered.

H60- 60. Motion to postpone. Anotionto postponeto adaycertain
may be anmended and i s debatablewithinnarrowlimts. The nmerits of the
proposition that is the subject of the notion to postpone may not be
debat ed.

H60- 70. Mdtiontorefer. Wienanotionis nadeto refer a subject
to astanding conmttee or sel ect conmttee, the questiononthe referral
to a standing commttee nust be put first.

H60- 80. Terns of debate on notionto refer or rerefer. (1) A
motiontorefer or rerefer is debatablew thinnarrowlimts. The nerits
of the propositionthat is the subject of the noti on may not be debat ed.

(2) A notion to refer or rerefer with instructions is fully
debat abl e.

H60- 100. Mbvi ng t he previ ous question after anotiontotable. (1)
If anbtiontotableis mde directly toanmainnotion, anotionfor the
previ ous question is not in order.

(2) If an anendnment to a main notion is pending and a notion to
tabl e i s made, t he previ ous question may be call ed on t he mai n noti on, the
pendi ng anmendnent, and the notion to table the amendnent.

H60- 110. Standard notions. The follow ng are standard notions:

(1) nmovi ng House bills or resolutions on second reading
"M ster/ MadamChai rman, | nove t hat when this comm ttee does ri se and
report after having under consideration House Bill _ |, that it recomend

the sanme (do pass)/(do pass as anended)/(do not pass)."
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(2) noving Senate bills and Senate anmendnents to House bills,
"M st er/ MadamChai rman, | nove t hat when this conm ttee does ri se and
report after havi ng under consideration Senate Bill __ /Senate anendnent s
toHouse Bill __ , that it recommend t he sane (be concurredin)/(be not
concurred in)."

(3) Commttee of the Wiol e fl oor anendnents, "M st er/ MadamChai r nan,
| nove that House Bill __ /Senate Bill __ be amended and request that the
anendnment be posted and deenmed read.”

(4) introducingvisitors, "M ster/MadamSpeaker/ Chai rman, | request
that we be off the record and out of the journal."

(5) changing avote, "Mster Speaker, | would Ilike ny vote changed

on House Bill _ /Senate Bill _ from(yes/no) to (yes/no). The question

on the bill was ( ) with a vote tally of = for and ____ against.

(6) question anot her representative, "M ster/MadamSpeaker/ Chai r nan,

woul d Representative _ yield to a question?"
CHAPTER 7
Rul es

H70- 10. House rules. (1) The House may adopt, through a House
resol uti on passed by a mpjority of its menbers, rules to governits
pr oceedi ngs.

(2) After adoption of the House rules, two-thirds of the
representatives voting nust vote in favor of the questionto anendthe
rul es.

(3) The Speaker shall refer to the House Rules Commttee all
resol uti ons for House rul es.

(4) The House Rules Conmttee shall report all resol utions for House
rules within 1 legislative day of referral.

H70- 20. Tenure of rul es. Rul es adopt ed by t he House renai n i n effect
until removed by House resol ution or until a newHouse is el ected and
t akes office.

H70- 30. Suspensi on of rul es. The House may suspend a House rul e on

a notion approved by not |ess than two-thirds of the menmbers voting.
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H70- 40. Suppl enentary rul es. Mason's Manual of Legi sl ative Procedure
(1989) governs House proceedings i n all cases not covered by House rul es.
H70-50. Interpreting rul es. The Speaker shall interpret all questions
on House rul es, subject to appeal by any fifteenrepresentativestothe
House Rul es Conmittee. Unl ess t he del ay woul d cause | egislationto fail
to neet a schedul ed deadl i ne, the House Rul es Conm tt ee may consi der and
report onthe appeal on the next | egislative day. The decision of the
House Rul es Commi tt ee may be appeal ed t o t he House by any representati ve.
H70- 60. Joint rul es superseded. AHouserule, insofar asit rel ates

to the internal proceedings of the House, supersedes a joint rule.



