
FINAL STATUS
OF

NATURAL
RESOURCE
LEGISLATION

THE 50TH
MONTANA
LEGISLATURE

Montana En宙ronmcntal Quality COuncil
Capitol Station

Hclena,Montana 59620

(406)444-3742

1987

IN



Montana Environmental euality Council

Flouse Members

Jerry Driscoli
Tom Hannah
Bob Gilbert,Vice Chair
Hal Harper

Public Members

Tad Dale
Tom Roy

Thomas M. France
Everett E. Shuey

Executive Director
Administrative Assistant
Resource Specialist
Environmental Researcher
Resource Scientist

Staff

Senate Members

Tom Beck
Larry Tveit

Mike Halligan, Chair
Cecil Weeding

Govemor's
Representative

Brace Hayden

・・・・・・・・・Dcborah B.schmidt

.....EllenEngstedr
……・…・…・… .…・…・Gall Kuntz

. . Bob Thompson
...HughZackheim

State Capitol
Helena, Montana 59620

(406) 444_3742

State Capitol
Helena, Montana 59620 (406) 444-3742



PREFACE

The Final Status of Natutal Reeource Legislation in the S0th
Montana Legielature provides a listing of environmental bills and
resolutions introduced in 1987.

It can be used as a research tool by legislators and others to evaluate
developments in natural resource legislation and plan future legislation.

The bills in the status are organized by sublect, number and siarus (passed
or killed). For each bill, the short title, long title, comminee assignments
and relevant votes are included.

In the natural resource field, the 1 987 Legislarure focused on hazardous
materials, coal rax rates, air qualiry, water adjudication, subdivisions, forest
practices, and as always, fish and wildlife management.

Although few hazardous u/aste plograms were initiated, legislaton
worked to fine tune existing programs. The legislation that emerged led to
some important changes. House Bills 760 and 777 establishcd state
capability to match federal clean-up money under the Superfund program.
Another significant bill increased the regulation ofhazardous waste transfer
facilities, and HB 718 allocated 4 percent of resource indemnity trust
levenues to clean up non-Superfund hazardous waste sites.

The Montana Environmental Policy Act was changed by SB 184, which
exempts permits to drill oil and gas wells from MEpA for 2 years and directs
the Governor's Offrce to manage the preparation of a programmatic
environmental impact statement on behalf of the Board of Oil and Gas
Conservation. The intent of the legislation is to examine the environmental
effects of a typical oil and gas well in order to provide a basis for the Board
of Oil and Gas Conservation to comply with MEPA when issuing drilling
permits.

House Bill 534, which changed Montana's annual and rwenty-four hour

^verage 
standards for sulfur dioxide to the less stringent federal standards,

passed both houses after lengthy, spirited debates.
The stand-out water adiudicetion bill, HB 754, established prioriry basins

for water adjudication, revised qualifications for water judges and, most
significantly, resulted in the allocation of 975,000 to the Water policy
Committee for hiring a consultant to study Montana's water adiudication
Process.



Senate Bill 329 generally revised the Montana Natural Areas Act of 1974
to provide for a naural areas "system." Composed of federal, state, county,
and private lands, the system will include an equitable represenration ofall
the natural features found in Montana.

An important bill that did not pass in 1987 concerned subdivisions.
House Bill 809, which was tabled in committee, represented an effort by
realtors, planners, environmentalists, surveyors and counry commissioners,
among others, to come to a consensus on the regulation of subdivision
development on Montana.

A forest practices act, HB 781, was also tabled in committee, but a related
resolution passed. HJR 49 directed the Environmental Quality Council to
study forest pracrices and watershed effects in Montana and to report to the
51st Legislature.

The Environmental Quelity Council prepared the Final Status of
Natural Resource Legislation in the 50th Montana Legislature as a

service to legisiators and the public. The Montana Environmental policy
Act, enacted in 1971,charges the council with researching and reviewing
state regulations and policies affecting Montana's environment, and
recommending measures to promote the general welfare of present and
future generations of Montanans. For more information on EQC
pubiications and activities write the EQC, Capitol Station, Helena, MT
59620, or phone (406) 444-3742.
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AIR QUALITY
Passed

菫B 534  Hannah

REVIsING AMBIENT AIR QuALITY STANDARDS FOR SULFUR D10XIDE

Comm■ ttee Hear■ ngs8  HouSe Natural Resources

::i:::Rli:i:::::::::: ::i:::l::::::1::i:::C::Il:

HB 878  Addy

APPROPRIAT10N FOR AIR QUALITY MONITORS IN YELLOWSTONE COUNTY

:lii::l::::::|::i:i::::;50::::i::i:|:::i:::lil::!:i:::li::e

Committee Hearings:  House Appropriation3

::I::dR:::il:gv:::::: el:|:: ::::i ::i:::′ :!:liare 3 Safety



Killed

HB 675  Mlles

REVISINC AND CLARIFYING THE CLEAN IND00R AIR ACT

::::::i::::::|:|::::三 ::lii::::i:i:::i!|:|:::ilii::::m:::::s
nonsmoking area and increasing the fine for fa■ lure to
designate a nonsmoking area, allowing an injunction to be
sought to enforce compliance with the act.

Amending sections 50-40-102 through 50-40-105 and 50-40-107
through 50-40-109′  MCA
Repealing section 50-40-201, MCA

Committee Hearings:  House Human services = Aging
Falled Second Reading in House 38-57.

HB 735  Glaser

pHASES IN NEW SOURCE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR AIR QUALITY:
RELAXES SULFUR D10XIDE STANDARD

An act directing an amendment to rule 16.8.820′
Adm■ n■ strative Rules of Montana′  to adopt the federa1 24-
hour average and annual average standards for ambient a■ r
quality for sulfur dioxide, requiring that all sources of
emissions for various air pollutants meet federal new source
performance standards adopted for those sources within 10
years, and prov■ ding an ■mmediate effective date.

committee Hearings:  Not scheduled (ass19ned to House
Natural Resources )
Died in House. Pailed to meet trangmittal deadline.

HB 773 l(adas

ALLOWS LOCAL MOTOR VEHICLE FEE TO FUND LOCAL AIR POLLUT10N
CONTROL PROGRAM

An aCt a■ ■owing a local air pollution contro■ program fee of
S■ .50 to be assessed aga■ nst certa■ n motor vehicles, and
providing an applicabillty date.

Amending section 75-2-30■ ′ MCA

committee Hearings3  HOuSe Local Government
Tabled in House Collllnittee.



EB 877 Addy

APPROPRIATION AO DEVELOP AIR QUALIIY IIODEL FOR YELLOWSIONE
COT'NTY AIRSEED

An-act to appropriate S300,000 to the Departnent of Eealthand Environnental Sciences for the develipo.ent andrefinement of an air quality model for the yellorrstone
County airshed.

Conmittee Hearings: House Appropriations
Tabled in gouse Committee.

吾             RSION,
AND RATES
Maior Facility Siting
Passed

HB 308  Mlles

EXEMPTS DAMS FROM THE DAM SAFETY ACT THAT ARE SUB」 ECT TO THE
MONTANA MA」OR FACILITY SITING ACT

An act tO exempt facilities certified under the Montana

!:::in:a::li:曽
f::lil:tlC:n:r:T。 3:::1:na:r:Xl:::::e :f:[:tive

Amending section 35-15-107′  MCA

Comm■ ttee Hearings:  HOuse Natural Resources
Senate Natural Resources

Second Reading vOtes:  House 97-0, Senate 49-0
Third Reading vOtes:   HOuse 97-0, Senate 50-0

HB 397  Spaeth

INCREASES THE KILOVOLT THRESHOLD FOR TRANSMISS10N LINES
UNDER THE MONTANA MA」 OR FACILITY SITINC ACT

An act to ■ncrease under certa■ n conditiOns the kllovolt

i::::[:i: [iitil:1:::::::::::l:;::::::iei::::li::::!l::n:Or

li:::i:::p]::::::::iX:::::↓
i::n:r:xll:m::IaI:r:::::ti38 :ite



Amending section 75-20-I04, UCA

ComEittee Hearings: Eouse Natural Resourceg
Senate Natural Resources

Second Reading votes: Bouse 65-30; Senate 38-8
Third Reading Votes: Houee 68-28, Senate {I-7
Senate anended, House concurred 59-22.
Governor amended, House concurred 79-L7; Senate concurred
48-2.

EB 404 Harp

PROVIDES A TII.IE LI!,IIT FOR CENTERLINE DECISIONS

An act to provide a time limit for the Board of Natural
Resources ind Conservation to reach a decision on centerline
location, and providing an immediate effective date.

Arnending section 75-20-205, MCA

Committee Eearings: Ilouse Natural Resources
Senate Natural ReEourceg

second Reading votes: House 93-4, senate 50-0
Third Reading Votes! Bouse 94-0; Senate 49-0

SB 292 Keating

GENERALLY REVISES THE IIONTANA I.IAJOR FACILITY SITING ACT

An act to eliminate baseline studies of alternative sites
for energy generation and conversion facilities fron the
tilontana uajor racility Siting Act; to clarify rule-making
authority of the Board of Natural Resources and
Conservation.

Amending sectiong 75-20-105, 75-20-2LL, 75-20-2L6, 75-20-
2L9, 75-20-301. '15-20-304, and 75-20-1205, ttCA

Conmittee Bearinge: Senate Natural Resources
Bouse Natural Reaources

Second Reading Votes: Senate 44-2; Eouse 66'27
Third Reading Votes: Senate 47'3, H,ouse 76-22
Ilouse anended, senate concurred 49-0.

Killed

SB 233 Keating

AI.iENDS TBE }TA.'OR SACII,ITY SITING ACT BY REDETTNING UTILITY

An act to reviae the trtajor Sacility Siting Act by redefining
utility and thereby clarifying that a non-utility iE not
reguired to denonstrate the need for a proposed facility.



21lld:1: ;:E::2::1:5属 :1-■
02′  75-20-104′  75-20-201′  75-20-

::習:1:ie:el::[18:ユニit:::ite Natural Resources

Renewable Energy arrd Conservation

Passed

IIB 231 Fritz

INCREASES UTILITY TAX CREDIT FOR LOANS TO CONSUI,iERS FOR
ENERGY CONSERVATION

An act-increasing the anount of tar credit a utility may
claim for loans to consumers for energy conservatioi
meagures.

Anending section 15-32-107, lltCA

Committee tsearings: Eouse Business & Labor
Senate Taxation

Second Reading Votes: Eouse 95-l; Senate 4g-0Third Reading Votes: House 95-3, Senate 49-O

HB 242 Earper

EXPANDS UTILIIY CONSERVATION EXPENDITURES ELIGIBLE FOR RATE
BASE INCLUSION

An act to expand conservation purchaaes and investnents made
by utilitieE that are eligible for inclusion in rate baee;
amending the definition of residential building; andproviding an immediate effective date.

Amending sectiong 69-3-701 and 69-3-702, l,lCA

Comnittee Eearings: House Business t Labor
Senate Business & Industry

Second Reading Votes: EouEe 95-l; Senate 50-0
Third Reading Votes: Eouse 96-2; Senate 4I-0



HB 621  QuiliCi

ALLOCATES FEDERA! OIL OVERCITARGS T,TONEY

An act appropriating oil overcharge money for programs
a&rinistCred by the State of t{ontana; establiEhing an energy
conservation and energy assistance account; and providing
effective dateg.

Anending section 17-7-502, l,tCA

Committee Hearings: Eouse Appropriat.ions
Senate Finance & Claims

Second Reading votea: Houae 90-6; Senate 50-0
rhird Reading votes: Eouae 89-4; Senate 47-3
Senate amended, House concurred 83-8.

Killed

HB 551 Sands

APPROPRIATES EXXON OVERCEARGE F'UNDS FOR LOW-INCOI{E HOI{E
WEATEERIZATION

An act appropriating funds for low-income home
weatherization fron the Exxon Corporation overcharge
paynenti and providing an effective date.

Conmittee Eearinge: Eouae Appropriations
Tabled in House Conmittee.

HB 653 Connelly

APPROPRIATING IIONEY FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION ASSISTANCE TO
NET{ SCHOOLS

An act appropriating $200,000 to the Superintendent of
Public Instruction fron the stripper well palment contained
in the federal special revenue aecount, for energy
conservation aseistance to new schools.

Committee Eearings: Eouse Appropriations
House Adverse Connittee Report adopted 60-27.

I{B 698 Driscoll

REOUIRING THAT GENERAL RELIEF RECIPIENTS BE IIIRED FOR
WEATHERIZATION WORK

An act appropriating funds from the Exxon Corporation
overcharge payment to the Departnent of Social and
Rehabilitation Services for low-income hone rreatherization
projects; and reguiring that general aggistance recipients
be given preference for Jobe created by thie progran.

Committee Eearings: Eouse Appropriationg
Tabled in llouse Conmittee.

6



HB 767 Fritz
ALLOWS USE OP ALTERNATIVE E'INANCING ARRANGEI{ENTS TO ACQUIRE
STATE BUILDINGS

l!_?9! permitting-the Director of the Department of,Admrnrstration and affected state agencils to enter intoagreementa providing certain financing arrangements for theacguisition, renovaaion, and energy m5aitica[ion oi 
"[.t"buildings; permitting rhe directoi'to adopt rures--oncerningacquisition, renovation, and energy modieication-oi-"tit"buildings using these financing aiiangements.

Repealing 18-3-1, ttCA

Committee Eearings: tsouse State Administration
Senate State Adninistration

Second Reading Votes: Eouse 92-5
Third Reading Votes: House 89-9
Senate Adverse Conmittee Report adopted 4g-1.

Other

Passed

HJR 28 Driscoll
SUPPORT T'OR EFFORTS TO DEVELOP COI'!{ERCIAL
MAGNETOEYDRODYNAT,TI CS TECHNOLOGY

A joint resolution of the Senate and the gouse ofRepresentatives of the State of !{ontana in supportnational effort to advance the developtrent of--
magnetohydrodynamics technology to a conmercially
stage.

Committee Bearings: House Bugineas t Labor
Senate Buginess t fndustry

Second Reading Votes: Eouse 93-2; Senate {g-OThird Reading Votes: Eouse 90-l; Senate 49-0

of the

viable

Killcd

HB 657 Rapp-Svrcek

REQUIRES HYDROELECTRIC DAM OWNERS TO CONSULT WITH AGENCIES
RECARDING FISHERY IMPACTS



Committee Eearings: Ilouse Natural Resources
Tabled in House Committee.

HB 753 Ramirez

APPOINTI,IENI OF PUBLIC SERVICE COI'II{ISSIONERS

An act providing for the appointment of public.service
conmissioners; providing for a nomination cornmitteei
providing for t?ansition to an apPointed comnission; and
lmending sections 59-1-102 through 69-I-107, [rCA

Cotnmittee Hearings: tlouse State Administration
Eouse Adverse Conunittee RePort adopted 70-20.

EWNTAL
QUALITY

Passed

HB 29 Bardanouve

MOVING STATE LAND RECORDS TO DEPARTT,TENT OF STATE LANDS

An act transferring state ownership recorda fron the
Secretary of State to the Department of State Lands;
requiring the Departrnent of State Land8 to transf,er records
of other state property interests to the state agency
administering the property, requiring the DePartnent of
state Lands io naintain a repository and index of ownerEhiP
records of gtate lande; requiring state agencies to file
ownership records with the DePartment of State Lands;
granting rule-making authority to the DePartment of State
Lands.

Amending sections 2-6-111, 2-I5-40Ir and 77-1-101, II{CA

Repealing sections 2-17'L2t. through 2-17-126, ttCA

Committee Eearings: Ilouse State Adnlnistration
Bouse Appropriations
Senate State Adninistration

Second Reading Votes: Eouse 93-0; Senate 49-0
Third Reading votes: House 97-0; Senate 50-0

I



HB 453  Brandewie

l:貫:::三 :E:AP:P金景爵賛:】EERI C°
MMERCE TO REPRESENT TOuRISM IN
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Amending sectiOn 9o― ■―■o4′  McA

Committee Hearings:  HOuse Natural Resources

:員I::dR::::l:gv:::::: el:|:: :i:i:: ::i:::Ci]I:

HB 718  Harper

:10118ξ金:【】:L さ:I::】¥E】18:E:3】:INF:N:Y ACCOUNT TO
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Amending sectiOns ■5-38-202′  75-10-704′  and 75-10-715′  McA
Comm■ ttee Hearings:  HOuse Natural Resources

::i::[R:i:l:::予
:::::: ::::::l::::i:1::i::::i:2:0

Killed

HB 378  Cobb
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