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PREFACE

The Final Status of Natural Resource Legislation in the 50th
Montana Legislature provides a listing of environmental bills and
resolutions introduced in 1987.

It can be used as a research tool by legislators and others to evaluate
developments in natural resource legislation and plan future legislation.

The bills in the status are organized by subject, number and status (passed
or killed). For each bill, the short title, long title, committee assignments
and relevant votes are included.

In the natural resource field, the 1987 Legislature focused on hazardous
materials, coal tax rates, air quality, water adjudication, subdivisions, forest
practices, and as always, fish and wildlife management.

Although few hazardous waste programs were initiated, legislators
worked to fine tune existing programs. The legislation that emerged led to
some important changes. House Bills 760 and 777 established state
capability to match federal clean-up money under the Superfund program.
Another significant bill increased the regulation of hazardous waste transfer
facilities, and HB 718 allocated 4 percent of resource indemnity trust
revenues to clean up non-Superfund hazardous waste sites.

The Montana Environmental Policy Act was changed by SB 184, which
exempts permits to drill oil and gas wells from MEPA for 2 years and directs
the Governor’s Office to manage the preparation of a programmatic
environmental impact statement on behalf of the Board of Oil and Gas
Conservation. The intent of the legislation is to examine the environmental
effects of a typical oil and gas well in order to provide a basis for the Board
of Oil and Gas Conservation to comply with MEPA when issuing drilling
permits.

House Bill 534, which changed Montana’s annual and twenty-four hour
average standards for sulfur dioxide to the less stringent federal standards,
passed both houses after lengthy, spirited debates.

The stand-out water adjudication bill, HB 754, established priority basins
for water adjudication, revised qualifications for water judges and, most
significantly, resulted in the allocation of $75,000 to the Water Policy
Committee for hiring a consultant to study Montana’s water adjudication
process.



Senate Bill 329 generally revised the Montana Natural Areas Act of 1974
to provide for a natural areas “system.” Composed of federal, state, county,
and private lands, the system will include an equitable representation of all
the natural features found in Montana.

An important bill that did not pass in 1987 concerned subdivisions.
House Bill 809, which was tabled in committee, represented an effort by
realtors, planners, environmentalists, surveyors and county commissioners,
among others, to come to a consensus on the regulation of subdivision
development on Montana.

A forest practices act, HB 781, was also tabled in committee, but 2 related
resolution passed. HJR 49 directed the Environmental Quality Council to
study forest practices and watershed effects in Montana and to report to the
51st Legislature.

The Environmental Quality Council prepared the Final Status of
Natural Resource Legislation in the 50th Montana Legisiature as a
service to legislators and the public. The Montana Environmental Policy
Act, enacted in 1971, charges the council with researching and reviewing
state regulations and policies affecting Montana’s environment, and
recommending measures to promote the general welfare of present and
future generations of Montanans. For more information on EQC
publications and activities write the EQC, Capitol Station, Helena, MT
59620, or phone (406) 444-3742.
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AIR QUALITY

Passed

HB 534 Hannah
REVISING AMBIENT AIR QUALITY STANDARDS FOR SULFUR DIOXIDE

An act directing the amendment of rule 16.8.820,
Administrative Rules of Montana, to maintain existing air
quality through adoption of the federal annual average and
24-hour average standards for ambient air quality for sulfur
dioxide in areas currently exceeding the state annual
average and 24-hour average standards; requiring the Board
of Health and Environmental Sciences to study the health
effects of sulfur dioxide in areas with major industrial
sources; and providing an immediate effective date.

Committee Hearings: House Natural Resources

Senate Natural Resources
Second Reading Votes: House 70-29; Senate 36-14
Third Reading Votes: House 72-28; Senate 36-14
Senate amended, House concurred 80-17.

HB 878 Addy
APPROPRIATION FOR AIR QUALITY MONITORS IN YELLOWSTONE COUNTY

An act to appropriate to the Department of Health and
Environmental Sciences $50,000 for the establishment and
operation of air quality monitoring stations in Yellowstone
County, contingent upon the contribution of matching funds
from private industries.

Committee Hearings: House Appropriations

Senate Public Health, Welfare & Safety
Second Reading Votes: House 88-5; Senate 30-10
Third Reading Votes: House 83-9; Senate 36-14



Killed

HB 675 Miles
REVISING AND CLARIFYING THE CLEAN INDOOR AIR ACT

An act generally revising and clarifying the Montana Clean
Indoor Air Act; requiring that a nonsmoking area be
designated in every enclosed public place and that smoking
be prohibited in the work area of nonsmokers in some places
of work; fining a person who smokes in a designated
nonsmoking area and increasing the fine for failure to
designate a nonsmoking area; allowing an injunction to be
sought to enforce compliance with the act.

Amending sections 50-40-102 through 50-40-105 and 50-40-107
through 50-40-109, MCA
Repealing section 50-40-201, MCA

Committee Hearings: House Human Services & Aging
Failed Second Reading in House 38-57.

HB 735 Glaser

PHASES IN NEW SOURCE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR AIR QUALITY;
RELAXES SULFUR DIOXIDE STANDARD

An act directing an amendment to rule 16.8.820,
Administrative Rules of Montana, to adopt the federal 24-
hour average and annual average standards for ambient air
quality for sulfur dioxide; requiring that all sources of
emissions for various air pollutants meet federal new source
performance standards adopted for those sources within 10
years; and providing an immediate effective date.

Committee Hearings: Not scheduled (assigned to House
Natural Resources)

Died in House. Failed to meet transmittal deadline.
HB 773 Kadas

ALLOWS LOCAL MOTOR VEHICLE FEE TO FUND LOCAL AIR POLLUTION
CONTROL PROGRAM

An act allowing a local air pollution control program fee of
$1.50 to be assessed against certain motor vehicles; and
providing an applicability date.

Amending section 75-2-301, MCA

Committee Hearings: House Local Government
Tabled in House Committee.



HB 877 Addy

APPROPRIATION TO DEVELOP AIR QUALITY MODEL FOR YELLOWSTONE
COUNTY AIRSHED

An act to appropriate $300,000 to the Department of Health
and Environmental Sciences for the development and
refinement of an air quality model for the Yellowstone
County airshed.

Committee Hearings: House Appropriations
Tabled in House Committee.

ENERGY CONVERSION,
CONSERVATION
AND RATES

Major Facility Siting
Passed
HB 308 Miles

EXEMPTS DAMS FROM THE DAM SAFETY ACT THAT ARE SUBJECT TO THE
MONTANA MAJOR FACILITY SITING ACT

An act to exempt facilities certified under the Montana
Major Facility Siting Act from certain provisions of the
Montana Dam Safety Act; and providing an immediate effective
date.

Amending section 85-15-107, MCA

Committee Hearings: House Natural Resources
Senate Natural Resources

Second Reading Votes: House 97-0; Senate 49-0

Third Reading Votes: House 97-0; Senate 50-0

HB 397 Spaeth

INCREASES THE KILOVOLT THRESHOLD FOR TRANSMISSION LINES
UNDER THE MONTANA MAJOR FACILITY SITING ACT

An act to increase under certain conditions the kilovolt
threshold for the purpose of defining a transmission line
under the Montana Major Facility Siting Act; to provide for
notice to the public and to the Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation; to provide for verification of
landowner consent; and providing an immediate effective date
and an applicability date.



BAmending section 75-20-104, MCA

Committee Hearings: House Natural Resources
Senate Natural Resources
Second Reading Votes: House 65-30; Senate 38-8
Third Reading Votes: House 68-28; Senate 41-7
Senate amended, House concurred 69-22.
Governor amended, House concurred 79-17; Senate concurred
48-2.

HB 404 Harp
PROVIDES A TIME LIMIT FOR CENTERLINE DECISIONS

An act to provide a time limit for the Board of Natural
Resources and Conservation to reach a decision on centerline
location; and providing an immediate effective date.

Amending section 75-20-205, MCA

Committee Hearings: House Natural Resources
Senate Natural Resources

Second Reading Votes: House 93-4; Senate 50-0

Third Reading Votes: House 94-0; Senate 49-0

SB 292 Keating
GENERALLY REVISES THE MONTANA MAJOR FACILITY SITING ACT

An act to eliminate baseline studies of alternative sites
for energy generation and conversion facilities from the
Montana Major Facility Siting Act; to clarify rule-making
authority of the Board of Natural Resources and
Conservation.

Amending sections 75-20-105, 75-20-211, 75-20-216, 75-20-
219, 75-20-301, 75-20-304, and 75-20-1205, MCA

Committee Hearings: Senate Natural Resources

House Natural Rescurces
Second Reading Votes: Senate 44-2; House 66-27
Third Reading Votes: Senate 47-3; House 76-22
House amended, Senate concurred 49-0.

Killed

SB 233 Keating
AMENDS THE MAJOR FACILITY SITING ACT BY REDEFINING UTILITY
An act to revise the Major Facility Siting Act by redefining

utility and thereby clarifying that a non-utility is not
required to demonstrate the need for a proposed facility.



Amending sections 75-20-102, 75-20-104, 75-20-201, 75-20-
211, and 75-20-301, MCA

Committee Hearings: Senate Natural Resources
Died in Senate Committee.

Renewable Energy and Conservation

Passed

HB 231 Fritz

INCREASES UTILITY TAX CREDIT FOR LOANS TO CONSUMERS FOR
ENERGY CONSERVATION

An act increasing the amount of tax credit a utility may
claim for loans to consumers for energy conservation
measures.

Amending section 15-32-107, MCA

Committee Hearings: House Business & Labor
Senate Taxation

Second Reading Votes: House 95-1; Senate 48-0

Third Reading Votes: House 95-3; Senate 49-0

HB 242 Harper

EXPANDS UTILITY CONSERVATION EXPENDITURES ELIGIBLE FOR RATE
BASE INCLUSION

An act to expand conservation purchases and investments made
by utilities that are eligible for inclusion in rate base;
amending the definition of residential building; and
providing an immediate effective date.

Amending sections 69-3-701 and 69-3-702, MCA

Committee Hearings: House Business & Labor
Senate Business & Industry

Second Reading Votes: House 95-1; Senate 50-0

Third Reading Votes: House 96-2; Senate 41-0



HB 621 Quilici
ALLOCATES FEDERAL OIL OVERCHARGE MONEY

An act appropriating oil overcharge money for programs
administered by the State of Montana; establishing an energy
conservation and energy assistance account; and providing
effective dates.

Amending section 17-7-502, MCA

Committee Hearings: House Appropriations

Senate Finance & Claims
Second Reading Votes: House 90-6; Senate 50-0
Third Reading Votes: House 89-4; Senate 47-3
Senate amended, House concurred 83-8.

Killed

HB 551 Sands

APPROPRIATES EXXON OVERCHARGE FUNDS FOR LOW-INCOME HOME
WEATHERIZATION

An act appropriating funds for low-income home
weatherization from the Exxon Corporation overcharge
payment; and providing an effective date.

Committee Hearings: House Appropriations
Tabled in House Committee.

HB 663 Connelly

APPROPRIATING MONEY FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION ASSISTANCE TO
NEW SCHOOLS

An act appropriating $200,000 to the Superintendent of
Public Instruction from the stripper well payment contained
in the federal special revenue account, for energy
conservation assistance to new schools.

Committee Hearings: House Appropriations
House Adverse Committee Report adopted 60-27.

HB 698 Driscoll

REQUIRING THAT GENERAL RELIEF RECIPIENTS BE HIRED FOR
WEATHERIZATION WORK

An act appropriating funds from the Exxon Corporation
overcharge payment to the Department of Social and
Rehabilitation Services for low-income home weatherization
projects; and requiring that general assistance recipients
be given preference for jobs created by this program.

Committee Hearings: House Appropriations
Tabled in House Committee.



HB 767 Fritz

ALLOWS USE OF ALTERNATIVE FINANCING ARRANGEMENTS TO ACQUIRE
STATE BUILDINGS

An act permitting the Director of the Department of
Administration and affected state agencies to enter into
agreements providing certain financing arrangements for the
acquisition, renovation, and energy modification of state
buildings; permitting the director to adopt rules concerning
acquisition, renovation, and energy modification of state
buildings using these financing arrangements.

Repealing 18-3-1, MCA

Committee Hearings: House State Administration
Senate State Administration

Second Reading Votes: House 92-5

Third Reading Votes: House 89-9

Senate Adverse Committee Report adopted 48-1.

Other

Passed

HJR 28 Driscoll

SUPPORT FOR EFFORTS TO DEVELOP COMMERCIAL
MAGNETOHYDRODYNAMICS TECHNOLOGY

A joint resolution of the Senate and the House of
Representatives of the State of Montana in support of the
national effort to advance the development of
magnetohydrodynamics technology to a commercially viable
stage.

Committee Hearings: House Business & Labor
Senate Business & Industry

Second Reading Votes: House 93-2; Senate 48-0

Third Reading Votes: House 90-1; Senate 49-0

Killed
HB 657 Rapp-Svrcek

REQUIRES HYDROELECTRIC DAM OWNERS TO CONSULT WITH AGENCIES
REGARDING FISHERY IMPACTS

An act requiring operators of hydroelectric dams to consult
with the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, Department
of Health and Environmental Sciences, and Department of
Natural Resources and Conservation concerning the effects of
dam operations on fisheries; requiring notice of reservoir
drawdowns that would adversely affect fisheries; and
providing an immediate effective date.



Committee Hearings: House Natural Resources
Tabled in House Committee.

HB 753 Ramirez
APPOINTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONERS

An act providing for the appointment of public service
commissioners; providing for a nomination committee;
providing for transition to an appointed commission; and
amending sections 69-1-102 through 69-1-107, MCA

Committee Hearings: House State Administration
House Adverse Committee Report adopted 70-20.

ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY

Administration
Passed

HB 29 Bardanouve
MOVING STATE LAND RECORDS TO DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS

An act transferring state ownership records from the
Secretary of State to the Department of State Lands;
requiring the Department of State Lands to transfer records
of other state property interests to the state agency
administering the property; requiring the Department of
State Lands to maintain a repository and index of ownership
records of state lands; requiring state agencies to file
ownership records with the Department of State Lands;
granting rule-making authority to the Department of State
Lands.

Amending sections 2-6-111, 2-15-401, and 77-1-101, MCA
Repealing sections 2-17-121 through 2-17-126, MCA

Committee Hearings: House State Administration
House Appropriations
Senate State Administration
Second Reading Votes: House 93-0; Senate 49-0
Third Reading Votes: House 97-0; Senate 50-0



HB 453 Brandewie

AUTHORIZES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE TO REPRESENT TOURISM IN
FLATHEAD LAKE MANAGEMENT

An act to authorize the Department of Commerce to serve as

an ombudsman for the tourism industry and recreationists in
matters concerning the management of the level of Flathead

Lake; and providing an immediate effective date.

Amending section 90-1-104, MCA

Committee Hearings: House Natural Resources
Senate Natural Resources

Second Reading Votes: House 78-19; Senate 50-0

Third Reading Votes: House 81-13; Senate 43-7

HB 718 Harper

REALLOCATING ENVIRONMENTAL CONTINGENCY ACCOUNT TO
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY PROTECTION FUND

An act allocating funds from the interest income of the
resource indemnity trust fund to the environmental quality
protection fund; specifying uses of the environmental
quality protection fund; and providing an effective date.

Amending sections 15-38-202, 75-10-704, and 75-10-715, MCA

Committee Hearings: House Natural Resources

Senate Natural Resources
Second Reading Votes: House 79-11; Senatee 50-0
Third Reading Votes: House 82-10; Senate 45-5
Senate amended, House concurred 94-1.

Killed

HB 378 Cobb

TRANSFERS SUPERVISION OF STATE PARKS FROM DEPARTMENT OF
FISH, WILDLIFE, & PARKS TO DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS

An act transferring supervision of state parks from the
Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks to the Department of
State Lands; and providing a delayed effective date.

Amending sections 23-1-101, 23-1-102, 23-1-108 23-2-101
through 23-2-103, 87-1-209, 87-1-712, and 87-1-713, MCA

Committee Hearings: House Fish & Game
Tabled in House Committee.



