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PREFACE

The 51st Montana Legisrature was an active session for naturarrgsource regisration, with major new initiatives approved in water
management, state oversight of private forest practices, and
hazardous materiars managemsni. Legisrators arso strengthened anumber of existing programs to proteci water quality.

Because of the recent prolonged drought, water use was themost emotionat and hoily debated isiue at th6 1989 Legistatura
House .Bill 707 originaily authorized private water rights 

-horders 
to

lease. their water rights to the state io provide instr6am frows for
fisheries during periods of water shortale. The heaviry aminoeo
bill passed in the rast days of the session and providei toi 

" 
pirot

project by the Decartm.ent of Fish, wirdlife, and'parks. ouring-tneproject, the DFWP is directed to rease *aier on up to five st6ams.
The Legislature also_.enacted HB 46g, providing for non-binOing

mediation of water right disputes in drainages suffering from witer
shortages, but faired to. estabrish a Droughl poricy coirmission 1xa462) or to. allow objections to new watei use peimits based on
water quality considerations. (HB sg4). A series of biils endorsed bythe Legislature's water poricy committee (sB 166, sB roi, se roa,and SB 169) to revise state water adjudication proceOures gaineO
approval.

. . . ln the forest practicss arsna, the Lsgislature passed HB 67g,which requires individuars or corporations io notify ihe Montani
Department of state Lands before beginning timber operations on



their lands. The bill also allows the department to conduct an on-
site consultation to review site-specific watershed concerns with the
logger. This bill, sponsored by the Environmental Quality Council,
was a result of an EQC interim study under House Joint Resolution
49, which was passed by the 1987 Legislature. A bill that was
killed, HB 715, would have established strict regulation of forest
practices in a 2S-loot corridor on each side ol a stream.

Funding lor hazardous materials management programs in
Montana was addressed by a number of bills. HB 603 establishes
a penny-a{allon petroleum storage tank cleanup fee to be paid by
gasoline distributors. Proceeds from the fee will go to a fund lo
assist petroleum tank owners with cleanup and liability coverage il a
leak is detected. House Bill 752 establishes a two-year moratorium
on imporl of solid waste into Montana and provides a fee ($1 per
ton) for import after the moratorium. Senate Bill 385 strengthens
state authority to require responsible parties to clean up hazardous
waste sites.

A number of other bills protected water quality. A major
mining-related bill, HB 679, reduces the small-miner sxemption from
five acrss to two acres fol placer or dredge operations. Another bill,
HB 680, requires miners to obtain operating permits for areas where
cyanide solution is used for ore processing. The voluminous HB
757 provides some regulation of agricultural chemicals in
groundwater. House Bill 486 allows the Department of Health and
Environmental Sciences to require solid waste landfills serving more
than 5,000 people to monitor groundwater quality.

lmprovement of fish and wildlife habitat was the subfect of two
successlul bills - SB 33, which earmarks about $500,000 of hunting
license proceeds annually to improve game bird habitrat, and HB
754, which establishes a river restoration program funded by a
fishing license fee.

Two joint resolutions call lor interim studies by the
Environmental Quality Council. Senate Joint Resolution 19 requests
a study of state solid waste management policy, and SJ 22 asks the
EQC to study the protection and management ol groundwater quality
in Montana.

The Environmental Quality Council is a legislative state agency,
made up of four Representatives, four Senators, four public
members, and a representative of the Governor's Office. The
Council's five staff members draft natural resource legislation, staff
legislative committees, and perlorm interim studies.



The Environmental Quality Council prepared the Final Status of
Natural Resource lssues in the Slst Montana Legislature as a
service to legislators, lobbyists, and the public. lt provides an
overview of 'l 989's natural resource issues, and can be used to plan
future environmental legislation.

The bills in the status are organized by subject, number, and
status (passed or killed). The inlormation on each bill includes the
number, sponsor, short title, long title, committee hearings, and
relevant votes.

The Montana Environmental policy Act, enacted in 1971,
charges the Environmental Quality Council with researching and
reviewing state regulations and policies affecting Montana's
environment, and recommending measures to promots the general
welfare of present and future generations of Montanans. For more
information on EQC publications and activities, contact the
Environmental Quality Council, Capitol Station, Helena, MT 59620,
(406t 444-3742.
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A:R QUAL:‐lY

PASSED

HB 469  Addy

APPROPRIATITC FUIYDS POR ATR QUAI,I?Y I{ONITORINC IN YELLOWSTONE
couNrv

An act to appropriate to the Department of Health and
Environnental Science8 S50,000 for the continued operation of airquality monitoring Btations in yelloestone County, contingent
upon continued nonitoring by private industries; and providing an
effective date.

Committee Hearings: Ilouse Appropriations
Senate Flnance and Claims

Second Reading Votea: Eouse 78-13, Senate 50-0
Third Reading Votea! Eouse 73-19i Senate {5-4

SB 270 9lilliams

ASBESTOS CERiI1ICATTON AND PEruIIT PROcNAX

An act establishing standarde for training and accredation for
asbeetoa lrorkersi allorring the Departnent of Eealth and
Environmental Scienceg to require pernite for asbestoe projects
and charge feee for persons sorking with asbestos, Iimiting the
tine for proceaaing of certain asbestos project pernits; allowing
the Department to establish criteria for asbeatoa projects;
creating an advisory committee for rul.emaking; providing for
criminal and civil penalties; and providing effective datea.

Committee Eearings: Senate Publlc HeaIth, $lelfare and Safety
gouse Labor and Enployee Relations

Second Reading Votea: Senate 48-1, Hou8e 87-6
Third Reading Votes: Senate 45-3, Eouse 98-O

SB 426 RaEmussen

ALLOhT PROPRIErOR TO DESICNATE EAITTRE PUDLIC P'ECE E.s A ilOil-
S"OKINC AREA

An act to revige the [ontana Clean Indoor Air Act to alloe the
proprietor or manager of an enclosed public place to deaignate
and reserve the entire area aB a non-snoking areai and providing
an innediate effective date.

AIR OVALIry / ■



Arnending aection 50-40-101, l{CA.

Comnittee Eearings: Senate Public Eealth, l{elfare and Safety
EouEe Eunan Servicee

Second Reading Votea! Senate 45-4, Bouse 81-17
Third Reading Votes: Senate tl1-9; Eouee 78-19

SB 465 Pipinich

ALLOW STATE BOARD OF EENTE TO IUPOSE PEES TOR OPEN EURNING
PERilTTS

An act alloeing the Departnent of Eealth and Environmental
Sciencea to receive contrlbutions for any pernits required to
control emiB8ion8 froo najor open burning of ti[ber 81a8h,
excluding agrlcultural Etubbles and other crop resldueai creating
a snoke Danagenent account for depoait of the contributlona; and
providing an effectlve date and a ternination date.

Connittee Eearings: Senate Finance and Claing
Eouae Natural Reaourcea

Second Reading votea: Senate 23-19, Eouse 52-48
Third Readlng Votee: Senate 28-22i Bouse 41-49
Bouge amended, Senate not concurred 31-14.
Free Conference Connlttee! Senate 48-2; Eouse 62-32

I(IIIED

HB 410 Kadas

ALLOIIINC A $7 TIOTOR VEEICLE ?EA POR LOCAL AIR POLLUNON PROCRAI'S

An act aIlo$ing a local alr pollution control program fee of up
to S1 to be agaeaeed by a county against certain notor vehiclesi
and providlng an applicabllity date.

Anending Eectlon 75-2-301, lilcA.

Cor0nlttee Eearinge: Eouse Local Government
Eouee Adver.se Connlttee Report Adopted 52-47.

EB 608 l{halen

RE●VIRINC COⅣrINVoys EIISS10″ JONIrORS ON CERTAII S」 L「UR D10XIDE
SOURCES

An act requiring certain 30urCes of air pollution to install′
calibrate′  maintain, and operate equipment for continuous■ y
monitoring and recording em18810n3 0f Su■ fur dioxide.

Committee Hearings:  House Natural Resources
Tabled in House CoIIunittee.

2 / AIR ρυALIry



ENERGY
Major Facility Siting

KII.I,[:D

SB 223 Keating

REDEP'JVTf,C lEE 
'{AJOR 

FACILITY S'rrJVC ACT DEFINIIION O? UTILTTY

An act to reviae the.najor facility siting act by redefining thetern 'rutility"; clarilying that a ionutitity ia irot ,eqrii-6 todemonstrate the need f91 i proposed facilit! in an appii.i[i"" o,long-range plan; providing ahal the Board oi Natural'ie"ouic.,
and.Congervation-may not ionsider alternative products iro.-afacility proposed by a nonutility.

!T"!9inS sectiong 75-20-tOZ, 7S-2'-LOA, 75-20-20L, ?5-20-2tL, 7S-20-301, 75-20-303, 75-20-50I, and 85-15-102, uCA.

Committee Eearings: Senate Natural Regources
HouEe Natural Resources

Second Reading Votes: Senate 28-22Third Reading VoteEs Senate 30-20
Eabled in House Comnittee.

Renewable Energy and Conservation

PASSED

HB 526

ERDtrlVC

Iverson

ALTERNATIVE ENERCY ALLOCAWON FROI' COAL SEVERANCE TAX

An act eliminating the all.ocation of coar severance Tax revenuesto the alternative energy and energy conservation researchdevelopnent and demonstration accouit; transferring iheunobligated cash balance from the alternative eneriy and energyconservation regearch developnent and demonstratioi-account tothe general fund; and providing an effective date.
Amending eections 15-35-108, 22-2-304, 90-3-101, and 9O-{-I03,
r,rcA.

ENERGY / 3



Conllll■ ttee Hearings:

Second Reading votes:
Third Reading votes:

HB 750  oullici

House Appropriations
Senate Finance and claims
HOuSe 77-13, Senate 49-0
HOuSe 79-19: Senate 47-■

DONDS--STA?E BUILDINC ENERCY CONSERVATION PROGRAT'

An act to create a Etate buiJ.dlng energy conservation progratni
establi8hing.a Btate building enargy coneervation progiam-
account; aBsigning reaponaibility to the DepartnenE oi Natural
ReEourcea and ConEervation; provlding for the ieguance of general
obligatlon bondE to fund the program! approving energy
conaervation projecta for the 1990-9I biennium-in tht-anount of
$3 nl11ion; BtatutoriLy approprlating to the Departnent of
Natural Reaourcea and Congervation al1 rnoney recelved under theprograni pledging the credit of the State oE t{ontana to securethe bonds to be ieaued; and providing an irmediate effective
date.

Amending section L7-7-502, nCA.

Conmittee Eearings: Eouae Natural Resourcea
Senate Finance and Clains

Second Reading Votes: gouse 89-Ot Senate 4B-lIhird Readlng vote8: Eouse 9t-0; Senate 5O-O

SB 243 Keating

DELETE REQUTRE,,ENT TEAT DEPARTIIEN? OF REVENUE PROVIDE FONX FOR
EIYERCY-COXSERV I NC EXPEN S E

An act to elininate the reguirenent that the Department of
Revenue provide appl.ication forms for approving-energy-conserving
lnvestnent deduction8 and credita.
Amending 6ections 15-32-I03 and 15-32-106, t{CA.

Comittee Eearinga: Senate }fatural Reaourcea
Eouse Natural Resourcea

Second Reading Votes: Senate 4B-0, Eouse 9I-O
Thlrd Reading Votes: Senate {9-0; Eou8e 94-O

4 / ENERCy



Other

PASSED

HB 420  Koehnke

SB 257 Rapp-Svrcek

EXTENDINC TflE rAX INCDNTIVE FOR ALCOTOIJ USED IN CASOflOL

An act to extend the tax incentive for the production of ar.coholthat is blended or is to be_blended aa gasoiro).; ana froviaing animnediate effective date and a continteit retroactiveapplicability date.

Amending Eection 15-ZO-522, [CA.

Conruittee Eearings: tsouse Taxation
Senate Eaxation

Second Reading VoteE: House g6-2, Senate 5O-0Third Reading Votes: House gO-1I; Senate 4?-2
Senate amended, Eouae concurred 9?-1.

CREDIT TOR CAs AND SPECIAL FUELS TAX ON UNPAID SALES

An act to alloi, a credit on gasoline or special fuels taxes paidby a gasoline distributor or apecial fuel'de"i".-"n-rnpiia-
accounta.

Anending sections lS-70-22L, :.5-70-225, and I5-?0-328, ttCA.

Cornmittee Hearinge: Senate Taxation
Eouse Taxation

Second Reading votes: Senate 29-L2i Eouse 93-4Third Reading Vote8: Senate 42-7, EouBe 95-2

ENERCy / 5



ENViRONMENttAL QUALttY

AЛ"inistration

PSED

HB 82  00Keefe

DESICNArE AR90R DAF AS OFFICIAL DAy OF 03SER7ANCF rⅣ
“

OFTANA

曾1 :EEi:::19::;1:: :::e13:ic:rilaI。 :[al::ilnd pl:じ ::iR:yaind as
immediate effective date。

Committee Hearings:  House State Administration
Senate Natural Resources

Second Reading Votes:  House 96-1, Senate 50-0
Third Reading vote88  HOuSe 89-■ , Senate 49-0

HB 352  El■ lott

REylsE REHOVAL OF COISERVAr10Ⅳ  DIsrRICr SyPERVISOR

::n:::v::i:la:l:モrT:its::::ti::[ein: :::::C:f lei:3aif:iC: 
°f

conservation district supervisor.

Amending sections 76-15-312 and 76-■ 5-3■ 4, MCA.

Comlllittee Hearings:  House Agriculture
Senate Agr■ culture

Second Reading Votes:  House 97-0, Senate 49-0
Third Reading Votes:  House 95-0, Senate 44-0

HB 775  Connelly

FA「ER DE『‐ OP“EⅣr LοANS ARD CRA″ rS

t:s::ic:: :::r::I::[:at:::yf:: i::n:e:1:t8::it:ful:[Irile water

::::l::Tel: :こ :R::Tzini。11: [:::Wi:t:r ::3:I::m:RIel::習
e3[。
ceeds

6 / EⅣVIROミnE″E、 ρじALrry



and appropriate funds for debt.gervicei to reauthorize grants andloans approved by the 5oth Legieraturei to rearrocate c6rtainresource indemnity trust accor]nt interest income for watei--
::X:1"Pi"l: program granrs_during rhe biennium ending June 30,r99ri _to prace certain conditions upon grants and loins; andproviding an irurediate effective date. -

Comnittee Hearings: House Appropriations
Senate Finance and CLaims

Second Reading Votes: Eouse 9g-0; Senate 49-OThird Reading Votes: House 9d-2;'senate 45-I
Senate amended, House concurred 92-?.

EB ??6 Connelly

KECLAI{ATION AND DEVELOP'IENT CRAIVTS

An-act appropriating noney to the Department of Natural Resourcegand conservation for granls for desilnated project" unaei-[t.reclanation and development grants 6rograml piioritirin! tiantsand anounts; and establishing-conditionJ foi irints.
Connittee Hearings: HouEe Appropriations

Senate Finance and Claims
Second Reading Votes: Eouse 96-2; Senate 49-OThird Reading Votea: Eouse 93-4; Senate 47-l
Senate amended, gouse concurred 94-5.

HB'177 Connelly

APPROPRIATE TIIONEY FOR CAPITAL PROJECTS

ll agt to appropriate money for capital projects and to authorizethe iEsuance and sale of g-nerat oLrigation-i;;;_;;g;-u"iia'ing -
program bonds; to appropriate the pro6eeds of tfre boide for-caprtaJ. projects for the biennium ending June 30, I99I; toprovide for an agreement betrreen the Boird oe eximineii .na tn.Department of Fish, Wildlife, and parksi to provide tor i newagreement betseen the Board of Examiners and- the Board oiRegentsi to provide for other mattera relating to theappropriationsi and providing an immediate efiective date.
Committee Hearings: Eouse Appropriationg

Senate Finance and Claims
Second Reading Votes: Eouse 65-33, Senate 37-gThird Reading Votes: Houae 77-21, Senate 44-4
Senate amended, Eouae concurred g7-1I.

E171RONIEIVTAL ρυ■工Iry /7



HB 778  Connelly

VArER DEyELOPIENr■OAⅣS

R:8::[● [: :::r::1::[3at:::yf:: i::n:e:1::Telie iaせ ::u::le.。pment

i::::i::i::d:::i:::::!in:::::::::i:::::::::::::li:]::::::::: ::

::ヨ
r:X::m:yf:led::thsL:3::き

itせ :elu[R。::::°:1:a::e::1き n :Iela:::te
debt, to place certain conditions upon loans, and providing an
immediate effective date.

committee Hearings:  ::1::eAF:1:RIlali:n3.aims

:::::dR:::il:g↓ :::::: H::::e931:::s:::こと
e4;21°

SB 388  Eck

CREArE JONTANA CONSERVAr10Ⅳ  cοRPS WIrI PARKS DIVIS10N IⅣ  FWP

:lvigi。 1°。f :i:eDep曽:ti:11 ::n:::Iiti:ldi:[:; 晋l:hi:ri:: :ittkS
providing an effective date.

comm■ ttee Hearings:  Senate Fish and Came
House Fish and Came

:::::dR:::1189v:::::: s:::::e5325:'H::::e9;250
House amended′  Senate concurred 45-4.

Montana Envlronmental Policy Act

KⅡ・ImD

SB 327  Keating

EXEMPr cERTAIⅣ  ACEⅣCy ACr10Ns FRO‖ HEPA EXCEPr yIDER CER「 AIⅣ
CORDIT10ttS

::::::::::|::::::::::::::::i:il:::::::::::::i::::::::::il:illent

8 / ENVIRONIEⅣ ■ヽ OJALIry



requj.ring agencies to adopt.this finding as a dectaratory rulingpurauant to the l,lontana Administrative procedure Act.
Amending sections 2-4-5OL and 75-1-201, Ir,tCA.

Conmittee Eearings: Senate Natural Resources
House Natural Resources

Second Reading Votes: Senate 26-24
Third Reading Votes: Senate 29-2I
Tabled in House Committee.

EIVyIRONMENrAL OuALITy /9



F!SH AND W:LDL:FE

Hunting, Fishing, Trapping, Outfrtting

PASSED

EB 120 Giaconetto

REYTSA trOI'RASTDEf,T ?UR DEALER LICENSE FEE

An act establighing the nonresident fur dealer's licenge fee at
the rate set for. sirifat license in the nonresidentrs state of
residence or $50 if there iB no rate set'

Anending eection 87-4-304, l'lCA.

Comnittee Eearings: Eouse Business and Industry
Senate Fieh and Game

Second Reading Votea: Eouse 87-7; Senate 46-0
itrird neading votea: Eouse 92-5, senate 47-0
senate amended, Eouae concurred 87-7.

HB I74 Grinde

LIPEITIIIE TTSTT'UC LICENSE FOR TflE BLIND

Anactegtablishingalifetimefiehlngticensefortheblind;and
providing an itnmediate effective date.

Amending aectiona 87-2-20L and 87-2-803, Ii{cA'

Cotnmittee Eearings: Eouse Fish and Game
Senate Fish and Game

Second Reading Votea: Houee 94-1; Senate 47-0
irrird neading-votes: gouEe 94-2, senate {7-0

HB 186 Ream

REVISE FISE AND TTILDLIFE RESTTTUITION LAWS

An act to revlse the fiEh and wildllfe restitution Iawe by

""eciiicirrv 
oroviding ior forfeiture of bond or bail; and

p?oviding a-n irnrnediate effective date'

LO / PISfl AND IIILDLIFE



Amending section3 46-9-504′  87-1-11■ ′ 87-1-112′  and 87-1-■ ■4′
HCA.

Conmittee gearings:

Second Reading Votess
Ehird Reading VoteE:

HB 289 Johnson

House Fish and came
Senate Fish and came
House 92-4, Senate 39-6
HOuse 93-3, Senate 43-7

ALLOW DONATION OF PADDI/EFISH ROE FOR CAVIAR PRODUCTION

An act allo$ring the donation of paddlefish roe to a nonprofit
corporation for uEe in caviar production; designating how profits
realized fron the aale of caviar are to be ueed; incieasingrestitution on illegal ki11in9 or poaseeeion of paddlefish, andproviding an effective date and a ternination daLe.

Anending sections 87-1-IIt, 87-3-IIl, and 8?-4-60I, I.!CA.

Committee Eearings: Ilouse Fish and carne
Senate FiBh and caloe

Second Reading Votes: Eou8e 86-11i Senate 46-3
Third Reading Votegs Eouse 85-11, Senate 4O-8
Senate amended, Houae concurred 88-2.

HB 290 Giaconetto

REYTSE ICE FISHINC RESTRTCTTOilS

An act pernitting per8ons to figh through ice with unattended
Iinee or rods if they are rithin visual contact eith their linegor rode; and providing an inmedlate effective date.

Anending Bection 87-3-204, tlCA.

Conmittee Eearings: gouse FiBh and Game
Senate FiBh and Gane

Second Readlng Votea: Eouse 89-4; Senate 46-I
Third Reading Votes: Eouse 90-7i Senate 5O-O
Senate amended, Eouse concurred 86-3.

FISI AND WILDLIFE /11


