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Morrison-Maierle, rnc.7 glo Heiena a.r"""", BOZeman
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I?"3f9 Schleyer, Lee State Bureau | 3I7 Al_len, HelenaRick Graetz, Box 994, Helena
Perry Nelson, Garratin sportsmenrs Association, 526 NorthBozeman Avenue, Bozeman
Louis Moos, sacajawea Audubon soci€ty, 7rz south 13 Avenue.Bozeman
Mary T.ee Reese, 29 South Alta, HelenaDr. Richard C. Ritter, Box ffiO, ao;.*.,James Posewitz, Department of rish ina--came, HerenaGarlatin National_Forest, Federar auiiaing, BozemanCharles Bradley, 1105 South Tracy, BozemanNorthern Rockies Action Group, #0 placer Street, HelenaEnvironmental Ouality Councii, iefeni- --
Ken-Porter, SO2 South Grand, ioremarr-student Environmental Research center, Room 2r2 ventureCenter, University of Montana, MissoulaMontana State Libraiy, HelenaDoris Milner, Montanl'witaerness Association, Route 1, Box1410, Hamilton

County Tribune, zOL Mendenha1l,
Bozeman public Library, Bozeman
Environmentar s-tudies Department, Larry uman, universityof Montana, Missoula
Gal"latin canyon s!,udy Team, Montana state university, BozemanBeaver Creek South, Inc., 24 South Wiii"on, Bozemanconsumer Advocate, Governorrs offic.l-H.r.""
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Rick Applegate, Box 931, Bozeman
Joe Sabol, Attorney, 27 North Tracy, Bozeman
Elizabeth Smith, 23I:. Highland couit, Bozeman

Gentlemen:

This final environmentar impact statement for Beaver creeksouth, a proposed subdivision in Gallatin county, is sub-mitted for your consideration pursuant to the Montana En-vironmental Policy Act.

rf you have any questions or comments, please 1et us know.

Sincerely yours,

D,'YDa
D. G. Willems, P.E., Chief
Water Quality Bureau
Environmental Sciences Division

DGW:APK: sh
Enclosure
cc: Dan Vichorek

Terry Carmody
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MONTANA STATE DEPARTMENT OF' HEALTH
AND

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

June 26, I97 4
8.S.74/95

A Final Environmental Impact Statement
ror

BEAVER CREEK SOUTH.
suDd,l-vl_sl_on in Gallatin County, Montana

Pursuant to the Montana Environmental policy Act, section 69-5504 (b) (3); the act controlling both public anit private
ry?t9T supply and sewage disposal for subdivisions, section69-500r through 69-5005; and the act to control water por-lution, section 69-4801 through 69-4g27 | the final environ-mental impact statement was piepared by the Department ofHealth and Environmentar sciences, EnvLronmentlr sciencesDivision, water_euarity Bureau, concerning the proposed Beavercreek south subdivision in Garlatin canyoi, for-which asubmittar has been received requesting subdivision platapproval.

Location

This project is located approximately seven miles south ofthe Big sky of Montana Meadow villagl in the canyon of thewest Gallatin River. rt is situated in the sE t7a ofsection 17, Township 7 south, Range 4 East, I\4[pM. Beavercreek south, rnc., a Montana corporation, intends to divideapproxim.lgIy 95 acres into 72 rots for single-famiiy anamulti-fam-aly residences with a maximum of 7'L/2 ."r"i arongu. s. Highway 19r reserved for a neighborhood commercialarea. Beaver creek crosses a portion of the property forabout a quarter of a mire alon! the north sid-e. The right-of-way of u. s. Highway l9l foims the eastern boundary.
A draft environmental impact statement was prepared and cir-culated for the proposed Beaver creek south subdivision on
!!"_8th day of April, 1974. A lS-day extension to the mandatory30-day period for accepting comments and questions was re-quested by the state Department of Natural Resources andconservation. This extension was granted in compriance withthe Montana Environmentar policy ait. copies of the draftst:tement, along with a plat and various exhibits are avail-abrg.for pubtic inspection in the Herena office of the waterQuality Bureau.

Response to the draft environmental statement was receivedfrom the State Environmental euality Council, State Department

a proposed
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of Highwayor dallatin SpOrttilsnrg AsgociatLorr, U. g. Forest
Servicel gtatg Daltartncnt 6f Natural Resdurees and Conserva-
tl.on, the Northetrn RockLes Action Group, Inc., and Dorothy
BradleY Applegrati.

The Envlronmefital .8tre11ty CounciL off,eied the fol.lowing
comments:

Ihe foLlwtng oonnpnta on gM depehnertt'e EIS fon Beauen
Creek South subdi.uision in fuLTntin Cowtty are offeted to
aeaiet Aint agetTaV in zrefitn-ing ita -EIS p?ocea-a' yt!' .ltqe-
flttlg, to tnvrwe ffite qrtdltw of tle propoeed gllbdioision.

Pagee 7 dd 2. If tlu pryNed owmerctal uea is inten'de-d
to- odtc:to neigltbotltood regidenter.'i.A." restd.ente of the
prcpoeed aub&iviei,oh ul,U ttill i't tut be oentvally Loeated
tuilur tlwn atong the 6dge of tte auMiti'eion on IJ. S. 191?
Altlp4gh ,tho WWg lncatdon nwy lttfaet rwre atetanene'
i,t uanld be Tcee aomteni.ent to reeidents of the eubdi'oi.eion
od would eaetfi,ee eare of the aeeth,etie qwli,tiee of U. S.
791 ae d senio highng.

?age ?. Ceeful rtwugenant i'e neeeos@V fon weeeeeful
opetwtLon of my lad dnepoeel eye&m. Wt1o,l'rtLl be reeponsi.ple

fon operuti'ng the seuage twafrnent unite old.pencoTnti-ott. pond.e?
blp iieuetryiz fhe Brqontg arute? WB Mpubnent af,Eealth
ttd Evatinotnerrtal $e.f.enool? t#at 4n7;t fieatione uiLL be ne-
quiwn of ttu operctu"(a)?

Pa4e 77. &mnhnllgt w'ge&t&an viLL rct od ileconpoee. De-
anpositi.ott pto&tete nwy enter the aoi'L- od' gnouttfr'taten'
saelqne ed te&tlt i.n eai.L pltagtng ot'd. uater eontonitn'ti.on.
zl rry be adii.eable. to harveet the reed cmarV gtas-e fran
tine 7o tinp to aooLd these problene ot'd to naintain a
healtl.ty st@ld of oqetatiplr.

Page 74., Caryatibili.ty \'rtth the esieti'ng qu4lj'ty y4 -ebhi.tecatre in the @edtt' i,.e." BW Sl<U, uould pnobably
hfi tle pri,ee of a Lot ud etntektre i.n tlr|e subdi-vi-sion
beyottd ile neach of the que?age, enployee of .a29 

gku-. 
_ A

re-al questiqt ie ultetlpr thie d.eveLoptment trtlL eati-efy
Vhe hiuetng elortage for Bi4 Sky a.nployees' or ui.LL eater
'to the eone eTaee bf peoplz tlwtateattmeted to Bi-g Sky.

#4o
In eonclusi.on,
awmgqrcnt of

Lat shouri,,ng tlo
, connterei.al eea, eoi.L

tgpee od.filten uafl.d h.ae been weful in ortentirtg
ileeelf atitr tne /nopoeed &bdivi,eion. we uish to eompLe-
nent tle Depattment of Health on ite efforte to obtai'n
pertitent iinfornati.on bV oruultirry urtth approprLate agdnciee'od. i.ndi.oi"dwlg pri.or to einet't'lnti'on of the draft EIS.
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'l'hank gou J'or youn et'forts touclrd conrplictnce uith the
Montana Enuit"onnental PoLicy Act.

The proposed commercial area is intended to cater to resi-
dents of the subdivision, and the highway location is
designed to attract other customers. However, there would
be only one access approach to U. S. Highway 191, and the
commercial area would be served from a proposed frontage
road.

Any sewage disposal system that requires maintenance needs
careful management. The Beaver Creek South Association,
which would be comprised of the lot owners, would be responsible
for operation of the se\^tage treatment plant. A qualified
operator would have to be hired to maintain the plant. Since
this sewage plant would serve ten or more famiLies, the
operator would have to paSS an examination and be licensed
by the Montana Board for Certification of Water and Wastewater
Operators.

The vegetation would have to be harvested from any type
of surface disposal system, whether it be an infiltration
pond or irrigation system.

Many have suggested that the price of a lot and structure
may be beyond the reach of most employees of Big Sky' that
the development would not solve the housing problems at the
resort complex, but cater to the same class of people that
are attracted to Big Sky. This may be a valid statement, bul!
has no bearin_s on t-ll9 {ge:ei.*elt ghglhg"f _o: lg! to gppJsyg_

-\--_;.."'-.-_Y 
-j:- -"- ::-:---::-:-- =:=---:::: :--- --:--- --- -l|=':- I h$)theprat. 

,!-t\ru..'.V-
; ; .nr""U that a plat would be useful to one reviewinn t^)*fr 

^^'ttrt1 
t";'

an environmental impact statement. One was not inclu$ed \)3t:' _,.,*p"\in the draft environmental impacL statement for budgetary f . \+^"\r' ireasons. \s' . ,.1 0.,

The State Department of Highways offered the following {$(''"
comments:

Refenenee is made to gour' fu'aft entsironmental itnpaet
statement da,ted AprdL B" L974 on the subiect sub-
diu'i,sion. As pointed out in the statement" this sub-
diuision uiLL generate a Large unount of traffie tLrat .

u't LL uc1-LLZe U. b. J.Yr.

After reuLeuing the subdi.uision plat in you.r' office
ue Vnue the follouing conrnents.

-3-



Asde$ *6 U, Bt lEl eMtM be LisnLted to ne ww.veahat heg@ e&t+an 89t + 61 t Od,n Antlpr ontubl ,

llu qpwrch an thi.e point olwil be in aeeordowe tithtb turturs @cwannt of fldelwye Apptach BMqiIa
fot, ryfu Ei4lwget lle a*tdol*d-page E6 fvm thtanwu,l tlluattafuc dut wuld be an 

-acbeptatZe 
qrynoaeh

'f,n tMe Wr.tde,lab Jthtdt&ur, It ie neiarmtendei\l-i
65 Wf, eped to ueed fon iletenrining ttPt,.

Uj* t"l* rypy@! at XWin.Antlnn .Drhry, there ee aleqtntednbt'l'o t'edo fu swoe tlu et$dl.oi.sion. uitTwut a?,Laoing
ry othar dleets to tl. st 701. rhe eqnneeetal srya elrdrzd

bc edWd f"tfr fi* pryosed ffuntage noad afuiacen* to
Ut 6, 191,

Yr*?@ 4. f: i, 
-requeehd, -{*u;t frfury efntqpnte i.neltd,e a generallpeian iq_ard d ryU of tlle prcpoaed eubdi,ui.ei;nw- \,h

1t

2i

E.

gwrk got4 fo! dw qpor&ndw b eurrent on this stqbarcnt.

rt tg ahttci$etd that Benmr creek south Association reilLggqpft vitlt the recomehdatians of the State Departnent oftti$lnr&y1: I ggrtsit is n€ccgrary- for access rc lrtl" -trinary
S@d. It ntxld undoubtedl.trr aot-be Lssued if the apdoacn -at l{ntler .Dr{ve dtd ,not rot rpeci.f ications.
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. -lHfif 'f,lfi,l;i,ni'ilf3li,
Jhc agrp'l icant shal'l provicle f.igtrt-turn lanei or tapc:r: irs part of0n dpfrl"slclr or driver'ra-v system if thE clepartnrenI dctermines lra t suchrigirt-tttrrr le'nes or tapers are required io nrinintire iongesiiou o1^ hazardol llu.lrighiray caused by vehicl,es.'entering the appliiini;s approach. Arigiri-turn I ane shal t bL prececled t'y ; i;;.;. - Tlib clesign- rellure dimens j onsof a riglrt-turn lane and taper shali conrbrm to those shovrn belovr.

-r_ -l

* *j0 DET[ru4IilE F

IIIGHI,,|AY

sPtED t,i. P.ll.
RIGHT

LANE F

TURI{
(rr.

TAPEP.

FT.

50
'150

50.I50

50
50
50
50

25 75

0
t00

0
125
l7s
225
275

30

35
4A
45
50

65
70

RIGHT.TUP.I'I LANE AND TAPERS

Des ign
Fcolurcs

Uncurbed llighwoy

l0 to 15 fr

Ri ght.turn l_q6g

l0to15fi
50 lo 150 ft 50 ro 150 fl

not opplicoble 50 ro 150 fl

' lf o rlght-furn lone ir used. fhe Enrcring Topcr rfondcrd rhall be 50 fr.Withouf o right.rurn lcne, rhc Enrering for.rlr""i.ra sholl bc 150 fr.

The stondord slroll 6e used unless engineeting ivdgnent dcterntincs rhat onothcr
dimension wilhin rhe tonge is more suiroblc lor o porriculor sirc or speciol con-
dition anJ is opproved by the dcporlment,



The Gallatin Sportsments Association sent in the following
respor,lse to the draf,t environmental inpact statement:

We appneeiate the orywh,mity to carnent on the draft en-
uironnental i;ryaet etatarcnt fon the proposed Beante,r Gveek
Sottth eubdinieion in tuLlati.n Cowtty. ou.p mai.n coilcern
i,s fu trtldlife, mainLy elk, i.n the apea of tle aubdiuision
and aQjaeqtt to the eubdi,vieion.

ili.Ldlife prcui.de a nqior souree of recreatiort i.n the Gallatin.
Recneatiat. lrynting lwe been a tradlti,onaL and, neeeseeg form
of tri1fi.Li.fe nwagenent fon Aea,?s. For 75 Aea?a, Montatn'
Sportenwn lw>e irweeted thei.! moneA i,n mutagement prognans
fon tlw ber.rcfit of uLltlife, peopLe ord reereation. Wle
Beanter *eek South sltfui.oi,Bion is ad,jaeent to the Gallat'i.n
Cione Rmge uhieh ume aquined for utTtli'fe wi.nter 

"6ngeand lwtnting in 7957 utth apontanem'e money generated by
latnti:,rg Lieewe feee atd, eseiee *qnea on sporting erns etd
qmrri,tion.

Since 7957 more eetenstoe deoelopment hae ocatwed i,n the
apea ud tle newconeva are alreody oanrplai.ning about the
tomting'on the gqe range od adjoining pthlirc Land.. Vhile
ue eh@e thei,r eov@ern ute mlat rqn{.nd, tlem that hmtirq
lns been ot eetabli,ehBd uee of uri.Ldlnfe on Etbli,e Larde eirlce
Monfuta beeane a state. We suggest it be mandatotg t?nt sub-
diuieion developers infonn prospectiue buyere oftlw fact
tl.nt lwnting on p.blie Leds ie ot eetablislad night!

EvttsiwtnqttnL impaot etatenents often corwery the feel&q tlnt
will|.ife is fat di,ehpbed. by ileuelopmmt ad menely mooe to
optlps pet of tlrc foneet end Ldue ltqpi.Ly euer after.' Sueh
a feel,i.rtg lwa no basie i.n faat od danonstrates a Tnak of
qpreeiati.on fon ui.Ldli.fe eoology. Ibet Montqta tiT.dZife,
eqeeia,LLg the big gdme Weeiee, requdne habitat uyi,th
ui|ll.etmeee Wpe chsacteri.eti.ee. Deoelopment i,n one fonn
on ootlpn ad the year Lon4 people aeti.zsitiea aesociated
wLth ileoelopment eur effeotiuely atop ui,T.dlife pnoduetion
i,n tlrc hrpaeted. area. Ilte avea of i:ryaet ie aluage a mueh
Tangen apea thut tlut occttpi,ed by th.e deuelopment alona.
htenLzally, deveT.opnent uvtLl etop the produeti,on of ttte

, urLldlife dependent upon, the uea atd theit contzibution to
,tlp dildlife population ULLL be Loet foreoer.

Ihw ileoelopnent of Land in utldlife atnten ?ange &eas, sueh as
Beanser Cveek South euhdioieion, nrcrA also result i.n eoneiderable
eeonanic Lose to Montana. A recent publi,cation indieatee that
ui.Ldlife i.n the uea of tlte prcposed euMitiei,on could yield
behteen $sO to $zOO ntzttion 7n benefits over tlp ne# 215 yearsl.

1 7974 Tha fuLlatif 4rea, &tlleti.n 344, C,allaton Cutgon SAdA
Teen, tllati.orul Seienee Foundation, Cooperative Estensi.ue Sep-
vi.ee, Montou State llnivenei.tg, Bozanan, Monfunn
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To z'eaLize the benefi,ta we mLLL need to proteet ttte urLldlife
habitat, espeeiaLlA the vLnter. raTtge in the GalLatin. ALso"
a basie problem rm*st be recognized--uiLdlife tnbitat cumot
sirruLtarpously be used for both vLldLife mdez, naturaL eon-
ditions and fon deuelopment of subdiuieions in or neay the
uildli.fe habitaL.

If Big Sky of l"tontana" fne. feels tLnt this subditsision is
neeessa"A to thein operation" ue suggest it be moued into
tLp West Eork wea eLoser to Big Sky utLtere uLldLife i,s
aLneady relegated to a winor Lqnd. use.

Montana sttizens md. spontsmen one eoneezmed about Land. use
control in relation to urLldlife ?fr1,ge. UnfortunateLA,
eoneezm lws rct been arnugh,and the Legislature ,,dropped ttrc
baLltt ulpn 'tt eane to seriottsLy considening ulLldli,ye tn La,ts
dealt'ng uith planning cnd approuing subdiuisions. Houet)er,
--^ 7^^^^^ 11, 

^:.

e
t Dq,s

for
made

our Assoeiation is not in fauoy of approuing this eubdioisi.on
beeatrce of the aduers-e irnpaet on uytldl.t,fe and on publi,e
reereation assoeLated uith urildlife.

,,iL,4 S? t. It is true that the legislature did not pass legislation which \,\#,' \l 6r ^ would authorize consideration of wildlife habitit in the plan- :r\-,Kr
Ch[*r" l. { 1+"9 and approving of subdivisions. To not approve the "nu- 

\---

lf,^ n*Nh' division based on adverse impacts on wildlife- ind public
ltoQ * recreation based on wildlife would certainly preciiitate .\' n ttr 1i +inrtinn in #ha nnrr*.Fa ml^; ^ -.^.-;;-:-;--;^ i,- rL^ t - -.nnA'\' I J r- - n I

*rA,t '- litigation in the courts. This would not be in thL long- ^ 2.!lr|cf.N'
{1l$ ' [..Io'"itange interest of wildlife protection. A probable adveisetL- f -^,,gg\-

.[ e\ru+'a d::=l?n:EoE+* -o]ffi 6t
0r "* -.,t process of future leqislatures.t -\ 

- 
. t pro-ess of future leglETatEi,ffi

il , r5tu*
l!q

The u. s. Forest service has offered the forlowing comments:

This is in response to your Dnaft EnuiroranentaL statement
to Beauez' creek south" a pvoposed subdiuision in GaLlatin
Cotmty, Montarw.

Page 3, 4th Paragraph - Brelsford and Associates lwue
mad.e tlp most fauoz,able tnterpretations of J. A. 7lsen,et. aL. t'GeneraL Soils Mqs ard SoiLs fnteroretati.ontt
in this and followng paragrqpVs. fhis patignqh does
not say but f infen tVnt the l,bigltborhood ConnnepeiaL

4 S:rrgle Fonilg Residenees uyill also be confined to the
Bigel-Hobaeker As soeintion soiLs.

7-



'Wb 1L titid tiz - r'uab titb S*te :uwffitt+,aT r.wb ffin
' ffi ' UA*Wn Wd, dtafid dffi. thnt..'thte deoe:l,6neitb irtLL ;ffritler
fs€tfi At, twp'htotjdnqt+ 

" 
:pi*,,TliilnrU.elk. -

piwt'apngW Ae|=rfu eqant-tlv qrpte of t'no pw;bffii'
in'@1ffit41 tqTp pqler ''rEe;AB. Af tseatey Cv'eek So,ith. Volln
ct6t8; ; We'wiitfudt ilot, Etze*teai opei atiaos o1'tan*ar*

"ai,r'dr 
at d ldnS/fS'fieetfiq1'irf;th Foreelt 

-Supewi.sor 
Hanl<es

'ta:ltl in ilfiit''itddi,tiorwl power eemsiee for tlw trppe! tuLlatin
'Cc*tyq>, Wb6gu|@tV Btg 1lq of "I,tontua" uauld be needed by
the faXL df 1978. l{e'\ntse'biitce neceioel qpli,eatiort. .for a
,T87,Tfi| to meet thi.s ed, otlvn

'South ehaill, be awe

$$.
tlwt thie,fiaposd, pw*Ltae ltaa not m@.
DeueTopnei" of Beatq tteek a
pneeent'potnr qwtty tn tle fu|lnfin Cotgon. If nn :fact aLL /
!.PiesA ! piiindn eqaet'tA i.E'qLlo&td, 'thby 'ebuld not prticeed {'bittt til'fbi,tr' deoelofitdnt dnti;L ariilt:tional pa'ten io aseutcd.

'Pge 72., Tth,ka,agryh : T'lE CtalZatin Foreet Ptne fuoteiti.on
:Dbwiet doee ra:t'lttcfute ,tlrb lwtd on thte pryosed eu&i,oieton
qd tt@ ?lb'V, .5. 'Fabetit SdfiiAee"irdiW ttrit be neeporui,bLe
fon vitllntd'lite "stqp?e*si6n a4 firtb iroperty. i4iacent
.:f.oreeted L@td te, ha'reoen, *ithi.n tle fine pnoteetion di;st?tct.
ihe yiropoded subiliiltbidn ibuW thene'fone lwue to depefd on
tle whwtteer'fire df;etr[et ,for botTt titmtetutal od ut@L@td,

fii,;e tiLffieet'bn.

@e 't&, Vth @j@lz - ffu tteafrrpnt of tte effeet on traffi'c
+s'WA,tncdt\lpe...Itb'dti;tp f,b plded. on tle AilI'e giwn. I
ttiouW ad*frtb:Lltebe :f&tt'b:& atfudnt. In 7977 the State of
't#kffia Eildl@ @*ft eVtismted tle pneeent higla'ry ui,LL
e*r,A '4,600 AtrI. At tlat tine they eeid tlnt in 1969 ut
areqe f.n&aee 6f 4E a ':pet day eaeh geat t'ti.tlrout Big SI<g /
o" dt AW tn 1980 of 8t7'8L, &s. Bi'g Sky tvaffie bg 7980 tme {
eeti,fibted at'600 'alititi.onat:fue pen dq on 3178L AAI. Ioday
ue ltarc Beqtsdr C?eek Sot'$h 'irtth .ot estimated 900 ADI for a
:total of 4"681.AW. An addttional fi,gure eltould fu added
ttb'tltLb total f6r suWiatLsf.Sits pnopoeed or '6p"oved eitee
7977 s,leh as'p?opo*ed l(net #1 ed, tle qprooed Ken McBrtde
'eubdi.tvi,ei,on 4n tlte l,leet Fobk.

ite Stci* of t'Ionl*inb WWry 'tupothtent':strould reeval*&e thein
prciedti<i,tts fon tfui,s prcpeAl and tptal uee of thns Hi4tn'tay
taking lnto eonstdetatibn'peak pefi'ods of uae. Iley appeat to
twte ueed yeatly qt emge fi'gunee natlwr ttwt peak fi.gunee and
lmte tet adeqtntely eonside*ed the effeet of otler deoelop-
mente uihen tltey ee.tinqbe a 4'% i.nerease per year to 7993; non
'ane tley eonsi;ter;t ai.th Wt proieeti,ons. -
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]rt

uae of Higlu'tay L91 in the GaLlatin canyon maa be appnoaehing
eapac-ity dtning peak periode of the dny nou. Motoi uehiele -
aecident figares and. deaths Vnue incrbased many fold in the
Last ,fiue Aears. Bean)er Cveek South l,ytlL intensi,fy the

{3}

prollens- wsgerJ-sfutu- wcwgteLg .wwrdfuse
add caIrfleqLrcnp*e.8 ,+k.

The Beauer cveek deuelopment is not adjaeent to National Forest
Land. Effects on NatiornL Forest Land. uiLL be seeondary in
sueh forns as i.l.,creased pressu?e foz, the L6J. KV pouez,Li.ite,
higrytay LgL inrpz.ouement" use of National Forest 

-Land.s 
for,- ,tuarious neereati.on pwposes, ete.

A ,g ?f, this d.eoelopnent uould Vnue ltelped gz,eatlg in the
euaLua-tLon process.

lhe neighborhood commercial area and some of the single-family
residences will be located on the Bigel-Hobacker Association -soils. Part of the singre-famity reiidences wourd" be con-structed on Leavitt-Loeberg and Leavitt-Hanson Associations.
The development of Beaver creek south would add to the total
po\der needs of the area. This subdivision arone would notcreate a need for additionar power rines but would be acontributing factor should one be deemed necessary.

The Department of Highways reaffirms their comments on theeffects the proposed subdivision would have on u. s. Highway191. Paul R. Devine, chief of the planning and Research
Bureau, states that highways are designed to handle thethirtieth peak traffic frow and not the greatest peak traffj-cperiod

Vk: 4J)sP/^'l*(, Y, A*v,\t;r r r i ,r {i d { /i ,/ /n,rz it's,a..*1.,.u,n* ti. ) ; I
The Department of Natural Resources and Conservat/on offeredthe following comments:

The Department of lhturaL Resoutees otd consewation (DNR&C)
urtshes to eorwnent on the Department of Health ard. Ewirorunental
Seiences-t Draft Enuironmental Inrpact Statement (EIS) fon the
pnoposed Beauer creek south subdiuision in Gallatin iounty.
GeneraL ard. speci.fic conrnents follou:

GENERAL COT,MEIVTS

ALtlnugh it requirea more ti,me std effort" some eonsi,deration
2f lP e-orruLatiue^ inrpaet_of tVp inereasins subdiuision aetiuitlt
Ln Dne GaLLat'Ln Uanlton Ls need.ed.. EhuirorunentaL assessrnents
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crtouW wt 'b veMt{d, 'to tB f,agdt of a pwtioutw
sdhdfvnehat but wilor clwW *fi,ae oonet,&zruUon if
tloee in qf.c@n"ee @d tn tlre poenfial for natt &biriirtei,one.
Li,nt'ted revia'ta pnon:de antrg drrrene*ta-L- asaeesrvnbe ulytch
nwy tut &ea;*fbe tlp totaL etW.'tnt. rnereftBnfuL brnaet-e{frLo Inwnenfu,L itnDacts

cuq xne?elo?e, sAnE
tfu ir cqtrulatiu e e ffeet,

Fon ewtgtbt lore suffit isiatFon -euatpl*r^tore euWtttision ^ry-q\t, by iteeLf, nanoth onlyan,i'neignlftwt dnotsrt of wttdldle lwbitat;- hounaer, eeu-eral
aubdLui-ai.oto 'in cotwert iq renoie a substu;fial e;nt- bf ienhsbitat raatt&ing in a wior nega,thte inaact on vi.Ldlife.'
A helpfuL d&i;tton b realer" oj *tt, etatanent uou\l, be agerynl ?"!* ry tggttw,uri.th q ry etw,rtng tte a-.roqe-na.t of deueT,opment withi,n tlp o,tbdi.tLeion.

gEcIFrC Qntt$ie;:yts

Pgte 3,- covqwntg.- Tle d.e-uelopere aseert tlnt developrent
g1aryliflg qtd mchnteehmal esnt"ol ue to be rmintui.ned Uy aloila naret aseoeia,tion md tlwt tqd-uae eooeruozte wi,LL'ne-ilile tlv. dierytiw i.nfhrctee of tlw pnopoeed euffii.tti,sdan
tpotz the ruLtm,L enutrcirarrent.

A fyLl. &ieatee!,on of tlu eff,eotLuetuee of tlpee oontrcL
ttetTods ehouTt be pneoantd l,.n the Ei?1aL Ers. sttch di,a-
€tt*ston srmuld eenter ort stoh pu,etdone as:

(d Eao ie tte Tdounu?s' agoociqtion cneatd, otd, ean i,t be
&beoLoel?

ft) ttttat ortiiorurt patnn ilee the aesoeinti,on haue?(d Cq tlp egeoelniqn ffifV on abeolpe the daseloprcnt
pl,an ot tlp reetyi.etirn pvena*e ad,, if eo, bf uhat
n cW or proce&mee wt thte hqpen? nd(il &nercLLy, @e theee ftetzietcie eownmtts qdequate fn
prctect the rufuial etwLrcrunent? If rot, uhepi ue
ttey tnak? -

Y,ae 6. IIqter fiiwl,p. I-n-refenence to the uater suWLA, thene
7'_a no mentr-orr of yla ni4hte. on page z i,t ie etated that,
!..--. . it ie oft?eteateq (aryhweie- aldeil tlnt tto eingte tiLt
viLL sen)e npne .than eight, drtellinge o? mo?e than 2,4 pbreone . . .
rhi'e sfutunent doee ttot plaee a Lint*ti.on on the utihdranl
fran eaeh ueLL. rn aceordanceui)ththe water Ilee Aet, if the
AieH te -100 ^gaLLqB pe7 mtra,fte o? more pen ueLL ttvn &
weli,u.tiot for a benefi.eial uater uee pemnLt rwst be nade to
the D-epebnent of IWuraL Resourcea o1d, consentati.on, otd. a
ryfit to qprcprt"ate rnter i.s&/ed before eonetructi.on nny beg:i.n.r! ehouln Q fintlen noted tlwt the waten uee Aet also velqrt#etlnt *egdleee of tlu yicld. fron eaeh ueLL" the fuLLLen ;wst
fi.lc a wLL Lq report. I{i,thin 60 daye of baryLetion the
rypryp?i.ato" qLgo rwet file a notice of eorrpleii.on of utater
ileuelopnent aLth the Depathrent.

@@
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!_'il,J,: l)i, -V[.tt-ull. tr:!yc.L. Wa t41rae LluL Llw u.iuuul. .LrnltucL oJ'
LLuz- propoaed deuelopment, is" to a d.egree, open to ap'eeukzbi<;rt

"F q matten of pe,sonal ualues. nd,teueV" tlre rinit nrc
should acknoulerlge tVrc fact tho,t the C,aLl,atin Canyon is
widely renoumed foz, its scenie, rwktral beauty" uhnarz,ed. by
ertensiue deuelopment, rhe pLaeanent of suuitits.tons urithin
the seen-ie eanyon setting, thenefore" i*" a faz, more seriousuisual irnpact nelatipe to simLlan detselopmen'ts uithi,n o? neax
unbanized oreas.

simLlar to other_ impacts, one subdiuision add.s only an incne-
mental amount of degrqd?tion of natuz,aL beouty uhi"eh, taken
aLone, may be aeceptabLe. IbuentheLess" inenZments byt",
aecumuLate aith the addition of eaeh net,t deuelopment untiL
urtczeeeptable Leuels. or tlweshoTLs ee reaehed, ir suwassed,

The Fi-rnl Ers shnuLd" tlterefone, eonsi.d.er not only tve
trnpaets of this one proposaL" blt also the ewmtLaiiueof edsting and potentiaL subdiuisions in a relati;telu
eanAon setting.

?_Aflg tz+,!L?et?Lc, egoeT. . T,he proposed 200 hornes, if of aueragesize" uith novnal eleetrLeaL use attd. heat, eould. borltytbute
approa-imately 2.0 tg z.s-megattatts to peak enengy demotd.s.Additional energy demand. will resuLt fz,om the e'ormnereiaL
deuelopment and. the seunge treahnent pLant.

Montana Poaev' conrpany's Long-range plans ird.ieate tlnt in
the rpav future, the conrpany uisres to cpplu to the DIR&Cto constrwct an ad.ditional powerline of 1bt- t<ttouoLts (KV)
near- the atea of this proposed deuelopment. If an 6ppLi_eation is z,eeeiued, 

-the -Depqrtrnent has 600 diys ther'eafterto sfudg the proposal and ntake its reeonmend.aiion to the
B-oard of lh,tutal Resouyc-1s, u?n, lns firnl anthonity to
(urU -or app*oun tJ.? qplieatian-. To 

-date, 
no appli-eation

has been z,eceiued by the Depanhnent for this prijeet.
A statement is nwde i-n the D,aft Ers that thene uould. be
"rn probLemtt in suppLying .t-he powe, need.s of deuelopment,
hotieuer" it is rn_t,elear- if tiene is presen"tLy rn probLem
or. lf there uould b" -,,y pnoblemt, os"urt,4 tLi proposed
L61" Kv transwLssion Line ue?e approued urZ eonsTticted.,

Pqqe -L-3- ,loltce P,ote?tion. The firnl staternent shouLd.
? Lar'la the eontnent tlwt 't\p Association nay deeide to
hine its ou)n seeurity agent fo, added. protec"tion, in asinilar marmer to Big Skg of Montqna!. A z,eeent rrcus
mtieLe -pointed out that the saLaxa of a d.eptty sheriff to
be stationed at Big sky aiLL be paTa oy the'puLlie (&itattn
and Madison count'Les).- From ultit ntni-tng u1,7t the sW-
oy nffits sec.u.rity igent bZ dz"ounz

div,eet
inrpaets
pn'istine
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Ihe estitwtee fon 7980 eurn&n AIE pri.or @ the adoent of the
Beanten creek sbuth s7&ffi83n ie a,?87.2 rf the addiii.otzal
fuaffnc whone fnon Beatw @eek South of 900 ie addd to
thi,e aos,tttpd lraffic flou n! qp@s tlwt ui,thi.n L0 yeee,
s?inen +vaffic eou74 ese.eed'tlte preee4t eqaeitu of the higla'raT!

: gl+g ppa,r@nt of Highrqys! cqpntg

lrlu Mra*og-McCormink Evn:dryrWntal Gvoup, Gallati.n Cqtapn
ti.nal iep-int. (L9?2). p. iab'

zbid., p. 732.



ALthough ue are unski,Lled i.n eatinwting futu,e traffie flous,it would seem tVwt some &iaa,tssion ehould be giuen to the
ad.equaey of using a 4 pez,eent anruaL iney,ease- in tz.affie
uhen it 

-s-e.qns 
possible to estimate the Load. more eaaetLy

from subdiuision aetivtfu und.ezway or planned sueh as uas
dgne for Beanser Cz,eek South. Fon eaonple, the Dz,aft EIS
for the caseade subdiuision at B1-g sl<a" september, 1gzT, states
t\wt tLris one subdiuislon wiLL aeeonrnodate aas stngl,e forrtly
homes, nwLtipLe vnmesites fon 420 forilies; qnd that betuelen
950 arld 1."000 condonriniwn units uould euentualLy be incLuded.Sff Beauer CYeek South uiLL i,rrcrease AW by g00,- it shouLd be
possibLe to estimate tle incneased AUr fnom this subdi;si.sion
as weLL as p,nouide a seemingLy betten esttmate of futuretraffic Loads,

Page 14t statement of Bjq gku of MontaT.a., rnc. This statement
supponts the proposed d.euelopmenE-on-ffie asswnption it urLLL
help prouide TwnsLng for ernpLoyees of Bi.g Sky anL other i.n-
divtdzals anploged by thind parties at Big Sky. Iet, the
draft Laeks an analysis of tvrts statement and.- thereby Leaues
the reader to aeeept ttp eonelusions as presented, f1 tttts
statqnent z'emains in tle fdnal, then thrc watez. enlity Bunean
shouH addness its uaLidity.

seruations
r assoeLa

Ln vn1,s

ieh uould qiue

This corment ayticuTnte
ane o

'icant e
eonsiderat of aLL

a oT nousL
so" uil eneourage tLtem to

pLat wprasal
b.4v-... ..!*

on these gnounds.

Lem eofl[non to ntnnber nc'Les
to

L inrpact, MEPA tes a broad
wLth ceytain aetions.

the

purc.hase in Beauer creek south rather thcn in Bng sky,s gub-
diui-sions ar eondpminiwns? obuiously" BeaDer crbek -south 

uauld
haue to seLL oy rent reaL estate more eheqtlA, if Big Skyrs
ernpLoyees aye to pnefer Beauer Cneek South.

Paqe L4, ALternatiues. llithin this secti.on it is noted tlwt:
ALthough tLtere uould be adtserse enuironnentaL effects
on uiLdli.fe and." to many, a degradntion of the aesthetie
qy-L?tA of jhq trea, no Legislatiue_mandat? is in effeet

,,/r7
r teJrqrlt

IL'i'.)'; us

ret, in that it is neeessary to opez,ate aithin Legislatiue guide-
Lines, it is not aLuays possibLe to auert eertain- impaets by
di,saLloutLng et aeti.on.

SMontor* Depmtrnent of Health uzd. Enuirorunental seienees, Dz,aft
E'nuirorunental rmpaet statement" cqseade su.bdiuision in lradison
Comtlt, Sept. 20, 1973. p.1.
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Eb wgulu ocettrttefia€ of s{"tuattow of thl,a mh$e uwlfi,
Jt11llst tlst trcu bgnclatt've gwideae od dtreotion i,e
fupriate. a iletMrfrti'on of the etatele eqaeLty
b ecr.w the lar,g-bd,n Wblic intarcet e*tt 'tn pant, r

6totw fnan interna,L dctlbe"ati'orw, Anvflg tlaae ehould. be
st &ueattwnt of the cffieaoV of g&sen anthori.ttbs qld, @t
Mtttreti.on of tltc rwd ba propo* centain etakttong elt&tgee.
Effotts of tht e tuttse on a cor*i.rutittg baei,e wtLL lwpeflillA
enable the state to nainfuin i,te ?eeou?ee values otd pneeent
qnli.tg of Life.

Va apprecae*e the oppofitmi*A to wrnrsnt tgon tfute D"aft EIS
otd, w ,ropefrrl tlpee eamente t LL be ueeful in prepafi.ng
the Ei.nal EIS,

fhe point is, rcIl tdsen that sone consideration is needed of
_ -c the esulative impaet, of, increaslng subdivision activity in

1u} ? Gallatin Canyon_as iTcreercn3+ -tp=ts . 
can add up t9 sigliri

/

1.,} ii Gallatin Canyon as incretusntal i.npacts can add up to signifi-
,-d-.r$ caht inpacts. This ls Eomething that is neceEsary in all ofT ilt--r-< \lontanai The Gqllatig Canygn study Tcan frnm-unntaEa Stf,S,a
.*i\\r\ wittt funds from the
Yr.c"o,\.i.-- uaTlonal Eelence Foundatlonr they are studying the i.mpacts of
$!f .$r. developnent on the Gallatin Canyon rredo Reports are avail.ab

-\\

$!f .$r. develotment on the Gallatin Canyon area. Reports are avail.able
.6)f- -rbw to the publtc.
\., . N- -l
i*rylg There arG approximately 21800 acres in the Gallatin Canyon'-.Xry- that h&ve a hiEh potsntial for residential deveLotrnent. Beaver\-' creel Soutlr sould occupy 95 acres of this land oi a little

over 3 Srereent.

the ilandqtirefr acoocirtlon rptrtrd be comprisecl of the lot
dtlets and iA f,lnanoed'by an annual assessment. Enforcement
of eoyenantg or restrictions is the responsibility of the
association: fhey nay brfug an action at law againat a lot
o$nei fof, violations. The rcstrictive covenants can be
roodified by an instnr,ment sLgmed by 70 percent of the lot olrners.

As rith rnost covenants, enforcenent is most difficult. A
neighbor is reluctant to take another neighbor into court.
Therefore, cmrpliance is usualJ"y voluntary. These covenants
addrdss such problems as architectural controlr hunting
prohibition, building ei.ze, open space and the like. These
could reduce the vi.sual impects to this widely'renorned
scenic area, but ttrey would not elirninate the impact.

If Beaver Creek South were to hire a security agent, his
sa1arywould be paid by the property owners association
through annual assessments.

14-



whether property valuations would be sufficient to coveradditional governmental services has not been determined.
The water Quarity Bureau did not make this determinationfor two reasonss

1. This 
-has- lg _|e?rilg- on a decision to be made on the pro-

poseo suDctrvrsLon.

2. The assessed value of property or improvements need tobe estimated in order to make some clrcurations. otherdata that would be needed wourd be the area of the sub-division, number of lots, number of parcels with im-provements, number of in-state and out-of-state owners,
number of lots occupied year-round, number enrolled inschool, number of registered voters, tax rates, schooldistrict tax levy, number of children in the district,
and the number of taxed lots in the school district.
some of this information is not readily available. How-ever, it can be stated that the sane bEnefit-cost re-rationship does not continue with increased developmentof a subdivision. A subdivision may generate more
revenue than its service cost at one stage of deverop-
ment but may generate less revenue than its servicecosts (without a tax increase) at another stage of
development.

The Northern Rockies Action Group has made the following
statement:

r .am in receipt o-f a copy of thrc dnaft muiz,orunental intpact
statement prepwed on thte Beauer creek south suhdiuisioiin C,allatin Comty. For a uatiety of reasons, this en-
uirowrentaL statement is both pnennture and. ineonplete.
As r wiLL detcLL belan, the inadeqtaeies of this statqnent
are so substantial that f lnue no danbt that the best
eourse to folLou uould be tle preparationofa nat) draft
enuinonmental statement uhen the Depattrnent of Health isin faet neady to propose qt aetion br diseuss in detail the
alternatiues auaiT.abLe to it.
rn general, it is not qpnopz'Late to include within an en-
uirorunental intpact. statqnent materiaL fron indiuiduals wln
stand, to ptofit a gz,eat deal fz,om the approuaL of the deuelop-
ment, At Least, the Depuknent of Uealih sVnuLd either
uenify, eriti,que or delete the materiaL subnitted by the
enuiz'onmental consultutt. rn faet, this nwtez,ial iepresents
the bu-Lk of the enuiz,ontnentaL statement; there is ab'soLuteLy
no ind.ieation tTnt the Depattment of HeaLth ?ns done its ouh
uork on this subdi.uisLon. Ad, if as noted in the enuiy,orunental

, V'Q
g"o''

td
e{'r

,{
. 4v""'62

-. tL-_'
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- 
,
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V efu*e$vnt". tle &Bte tirttet d,tspou/ Ca et{.LL ffinp nwl.an bg

"r)t'V tlg W#ff WUW Wueu tfuo {c abolatelg tn point i,n
o,{ ^W prrying g qwhrctsetttat efutqwtt for pbli,c rqti,an et

l,P- ,{A' tfues $W, tl&; pltspo* of * ca*zwsnn*"al ing@t at&t3*AF- nw$ d.a &o e*pl*tn ln deWtt & qdwA,e prcpoud aotlfrt @d
to beJ,ar.w orVttrotwtfr,l efr wwti,o eoete and bercfdte fan
Wbt$e rcp,i&t. Thls da rut d,qe l.n the stotenpnt wtdep di.e-
eua8rioll.

In &tbSott tfrfne tlw bpa&enE dne errgage in i.te an
CIw|.geta1 ep Wryage wed ie prtnwi.Ly cuvred. For wtpl.e,
d'* i6 ,'&seb\;e ta aa* br,ttbut lewtng oryt;hittg besilfue
tfu ?,e$lfrr of, t;luie &uelopvnt tltat the inpacta ooull qtsr-
Mbffit'y fhll vf.brlf*r tb ryp aeochted ultth tle reeila*ial
aw of a nontq*t tnlT*g.n &nterrr, thi.a kind of etatq@nt
dma not w a'bee M **dafAiilg tlv nequinments of tlre
rffiNtea eroitraraneft&cl Pol,tq Aot Gtd the gundeli,nee pnepawd
tlcrewtdat A lridsr ful,*wi*q owlgeie of eoete
qd funef i,6s of twtder$fal urc of a tpwtstn valley should
b wdez*alcen. Abeent thie kird of anlyeie" tlp etatanent
ia rwt i,,n mryLiatu.

Ttrc rencllcs pzvealfud W tfu Wwnt of Ei.eh & turc uv
, ttncg hbg ue tS* P .:"dawV i,tfuerdent @mrlttts
ln t:ltde ewLw.arenta,l efutarwt. Houetser, as tnted

,ttth t;he wfrtents &rfuitted W tlv emtinoruental eonstltet,
tlp wwnt ehauTa oart fun cfiiti$e or delete the state-
rcn?o &etd, coao bg qwfu* sha* qerrc|. 4W??c!1 emente

#{

frr,y

gr?rL?o?fipn

ttofu of, a dmft, it ehouW be
e&a4,9 w.W$ ed. fu fupffi slmtW eMuot ot. eoal,&ion
qf tSe- *d+tpa W*ia|,. IrE odvr :orltrd,s, tle ptp6-e o'ffi
erwi*otw*al nryaet atatM goie fe beUoltd merely fuLL die-
e@, Ttv Ewtdwwnel fu:tisy Aot t'tw paaeed to i*atfre
flc't the aSercU not onl,g itt*teil i.nfonntion od, infonati,on

?ha \
@f?8u

', but aleo g@, thc Mr'lable infomatton wd pneaented
pblie tith a bal,aoenng 4 the costs and benefi.te of tfu

agencg acti.ort.

ahooe on tle nn@ial eubftttted by the erufironnqntal

cati.on.
the

etntenent i.e more thst reoealing inf,onwtion
gqe hrhi.dt fi.Ll,en by &ze agereA; absent the eotpl.eti.on

the etatawtt does rot fuLfiLL ttte neqtinenenta.of thie ou.Lgei,e,
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fn the section on altentatiues to the proposed deuelopment'
more eoaLuation shouLd be suppLied. It is not enough
merely to point out that there vLLL be aduerse enuiron-
mentaL effeets on vtldLife utd degnadntion of tVte (esthetie) ,[,V
qtu.Li,ty of the oxea. l{lwt is the balutce of these eosts 

^.r/* i ,,.

eonrpeed uith tVrc benefits of the deueLopment? Do ttey ( 4 f-
ouh,teigh the benefits of tle deueLopment? ff ilny do, i'
tVrcn the Depaz,tment of Health stnuld not oppose the
pnoposed subdiuision since i,t is not sound public poLicy.
These questions rrust be addressed in mt i:npact statement,
euen if" sltpposing the Department of Health position is
eorz,eet, there is no erplieit LegisLati'ue mard.ate to make
enuironnental decisions on other grounds. Regardless of
this depmtmentaL eontention, aLL agenedes are bound. to
make deei,sions that ave in faet good publie poLiey in aLL
ea8e8,

In the seetion on Long-terTn intpaets of deuelopment, there
i,s no uay to uerify the statement t\nt the pnoposed deuelop-
ment uould reduee the pressure for mobile Tnme pwks and
z,esidential subdiuisions. One might ttaue assumed tlnt the
p?essu?e fon othen resi.dential subdivisions couLd Lwse been
cutbed by the Bi,g Sky deueLopment; obuiousLy, this is not
the ease. Wi.thottt supporting euidence, this type of state-
ment shouLd be deleted.

To eoneLude, this dnaft erutirorunental statement by tle De-
parbnent o! leallh i.s EqmaturT %d.W_ r ewtnot
understand uhy the Department feLt it rleeessavA to prepare
this inpaet statement at this stage in the eualuation of
the proposed deuelopment. The resuLts sltould be in before
the pubLic is tz,oubled wtth the v,euieu of a statement. Hope-
fuLly" in the future" the Departtnent of HeaLth uiLL put'sue
more euaLuation before releasing statements to the publie.
When this is done, the Depatbnent might uant to eonsider,
in ad.dt,tion to the aboue obiections, tlrc follouing.

A Montana Pouer Canpmy offieial was quoted as stating t\nt
it uould be no problem in atpplying the needs af the
cafticipated number of nesiLents of the Beaoer Cneek South
subdioision. Does this "no probLqnt' mean tLnt the existirry
tz,ansnyLssion Lines are ad.eqtate to supply the needs of this
deuelopment, or does i,t mean that tVn pouer eontpany and
theneby the Departrnent of Health ane bankirry on the con-
stmtetion of the proposed L61--ku Line from EYtni.s? A De-
partrnent of Higtuays officiaL is qtoted saydng tTnt the
projeeted uoLume from tLte Beanter Cveek South and the Big Sky
deueLopmants uould rnt uarryant constrwction of a 4-Lute
faeility from the qz,ea. WVnt uoLumes of traffie uould
uarrant eonsttuctinn of a 4-Lwte faci.Lity? How many more
subdiuision units eould the Department ofHealth opproue in
the Gallatin Canyon utLthottt uanmfting the constmrctLon of
such a 4-Lane road? Fvrthen, what ane ttte inrpaets of the
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descri,bed, ? 7/8 aere nei,gihb.onhood eomnercial apea ali,the, su.bdi,oi;e;Qon?

W U: tihe Oapa.drcryt ?f pi,sh A Mne etutqnent fint tertianye@l treabnent shoulL be ne4tlrd fit with ttte Deparhtent if
Hea&th eqttq*ipn tlwt eeesd@V set)nge treabnent ,icuW pnobibly
be adeqtnte.

Agai.nr the Mryhnent of flealth ahanld, p?epare a neur dtaft
erutironrrcntal inpact efutqtent tlwt at Least giuee the
publie ut.oppontwti.tg to neuinu in eome detai,l both the
eoste ed the be,nefite of the propoeed depebnental aetion.
unless thie ie'done, the Letter otd. the ipirit of tle ltontou.
Ensiponnental Polbg Aeb wLLL be eLramuented.

Ih@rk A@t fot the opporhtnity to @trmsnt.

Dorotlry Bradley has made the folloring cornrnents:

r an uwi,ting ta ne4teet a newi,ting of the draft ewi.rorunental
tryS* -afutaent fon. ble Beatwt Cveek South deoelopnent in
Gallati.n @tgon.

r nnl<e tfui.s rgrygst -beeaae i,t is i.nqproprtate fon the Depart-
nent to'we flw".ew,i*oruwtfuL aweewnt bf * {nd,ependent
onetalt@tt ut;tlpttt editi,n4 on eanttini,zing tlu uonli. Fusth.ey-
W, tk ilepednqt {ryU t4ke tpeeiaL eantion in aeeepting
uot'k fran a fizm uhieh lne direct firtaileial intepest ;,.n tne
deve|,vprcnt, wldPt eatdg. Fedsal a,ee La under the Nati.orwl
fuittitonnsrttnl Poliny Act eetabliahes tlnt this ie inappropriate.

f aLeo fourld t\p EIS to be i.nearpTnte

7. fy epi.te of q ^fqi.nlg erylzte discueei,on. on the geology of
the a.yes r think rane ad%ante i,nfonration is nebded -on 

the
L_ong ,teqrn LMte? needg. Al,though prodtrcLng uells haoe been
drtlled, at uhat mte ui,Ll, the- a4-utfen oebharge i.teelf?

2+ Infor+ruti.on,oao defini.telg ineuffiei.ent on the natte of
i seuag-e dtgpo,eal. P. 1L of tle EIS atatea tlnt t,the pno-' poeed nethod of uaetu'nten di.epoeal ie still wtder ieui.eu

by the 
-watez' eual?e Bttt@u.t' How ie the publi.e et4poeed

to eoaltnte eamething on uttieh the agency las nndp no
detenntnati,on? T*te EfS unuld lnue i.t qrye@as a reTa,tioely
ehrple matter" eqi,ng on p. L4, ,bh.en ii ts determined alnt
pottd, area atd dosing rctes of uaateuater fron the eeuage
treabnent tnuld inswe tle qwlitA of g"ound. ud eunfaee

. urytene, tlwn f,l,w prcpoeed deoelopment would qppe@ to nteet
the eoteept er.Ltenin neEtired . . .t, rhte eoifli.ete tith
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another agenea uhieh states on p. i.2 that ,,unless at Leasttertiary seuage treabnent io- planned' it is my feelingthat in time .uatez, quality degradation uiLL o-.",* tn ilrcuatereout'se in the anea euen t-hough the seepage ponds at eLoeated quite faz a,tay from eithei strearn.i,

Part of the purpose of the Ers .is to pt,esent to the publicinfonmation and. ageney eualuation" on'g*d.i,ng aeeisions that
a.Te to be made,. Info,rnation on waste tt,eatrnent shouLdrnt be skirnped. Ageney eonfliets shouLd.be cleaz,ed. uF) or,at Least arnlyzed.

3. The eormnents on p. i.Z and L3 aye shaLlou.

Fon -exantple, a Montana powez, c-ontpany 
'epz.esentattue is quoted.saalng that suppLying ener.ga yoi oe"auei cz,eek south ' '- -

residents uiLL^ be 'tno prob-|,f^. n No problem fo, uhom? wiLLthat sowee.of _energg depend on the proposed. 161 ku Line
from Ennis to Bis *r? .7f sq" it is a problem 7":; tiri,i" ofus uho ar.e sqpotting inclrcton of Jack Creek tn tne Spmrtlf,Peaks uildez'ness proposal. wo prbblem fot, wc? r heard,this pas-t uintey, from a MpC Laiyer in his p,z,esentation toth.e Enuinontnlnta! euality cowteil, that 

-6r;'ener.ga 
emergeneauould oeeu.? in the swnmer of ,?S 7y pt*r" foz, pouer plantsin eastern Montarw did not take plaei "iptity. He uas re-qugsling a uaiuer of the Leg-aLL[ iequiied time periii"- 7o"publie neoieu of enengy faaLlities.'

t! tvle gr,oQlen--of energy suppla is to (b) mentioned. at aLLi,t slnuld be discussed--seribusig qnd, in d.ep,th.

4" P. L3 includes convnents on ophir school. r suppose it ispossible that ophiz, schoolts growth nLLL eoiieTd.e urtth
Beauez' creek's. But aeeonrnoda,ting s00 new stud.ents is rntto be treated Lightly--espeeially" eonsi,d.ez,ing the sehool?nd about i-0 studen-ts a year ago. 300 stu^d.ents eartnot helpbut eause inez'eased groulh paiits. rhis subj";l d.;;h."'"""'greater attention, as tt is p,art of a rm,rch Tnrger queition--wiLL the ptblic cost of the depelopment eneeeipubiie beneyitz

5. r am coneeruted that paz,t of the justifieation fon Beauer creekSouth is the housing ne-eds of bs netghbor, Aig Sky. ttilLsueh neasoning not Lead to a p,oposaL for a n"b hoL"ing
deueLopment to take eare of the ZnpuyLes oy anorno creek?

Again' beeause of. the inadequacies of the Ers, and. mone irnpontantly"beeause it contains a, euspeit ard ""L*ininiiio)o"n of info,rnation,it does n3t 
_e_ornpl,y uith litpa. rt shouLd, tn "niittten qnd, z,eissuedas a draft Ers uhe-n the Department has more iifo,rnatlon and. vnsdpne more eualuation.
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fn envirenmental impaqt ctatcnont etn be an extnerrely usefUl
{r rnd taol ttl tlc ilestrlgr*laht$fi Froergs. To paraphraoe

fuDY-

staff eounsel fol the tsnvl.rontuental

Aae of thi nedn P:enlposas ef the Enuit'onnentel
Eeli.ag Aat uae to Q$lure e teasoned and balaneed
juitgna*t'about the effedta of a proieet befoye
the pngieot uae begun, Ihe EIS pnoeess' i'f i'n-
dulged as a pre-daeLeion methodoLogA and nat'ae

. a meane of projeet luq.ti.fieati'on' can gi.eld oery
hElpfut and uaaful nesutte.

At thQ tJmc the *raft, environrcnta.l impact statqr€nt was cir-
culete4r rro dqoisiErr had heg reashed by the water Quality
B$Tear1 eone*ning tho Btepoeed lteavet Creek $outh subdivision.
If a declsiq bad be€n reCehc45 Ert advirota€Dtal inilact stats-
rent tlotll4 bave juet b€eD a Roctl* of iustif,icati,,on.

&fi s,tf,,tqd in the draft envi,rqtnemtcl inwast Etatement

Can-Iea- Iadua.t.z,iee ]' iltff,aeed aip type Beuage treat-
meni. urtdta arE Frncpoaed. $a'D and auepended eolids
ahouT,d be teduo-ed 80 to 90 pemcent and feeal eoli-
forme nedua.ed to 200 ta 700 nilldlitene, thue
affording the equitatent of aeoondary tneatment.
Plqtlc and. epaa'i,fieatito** for theae seuage tteat-
ment wti.ta ar'e aoai.Labte fot i'nepection in the
Helana offtee of the llabe:* Qualitg Bureau. I{aste-
uatar dieBoeat uoutd be through the uae of i.n-
filtn*tt.on ponds,.

Peq upetsnat'er disposal.r tuo a0r000 squErre foot percolation
paa& are praposed.. The fteeg,tation area will be topsoiled
and.planted to reed qanary gcee€r In the draft environmental
i.rnpao.t statement, evidence nm, offered that deuronstrated
the su€cess of this system in several parts of the country.
Therdforer the water Qrr,ality Rrreau has given serious con-
slderation to the proposed sarage disposal systen' A tertiary
treatment plant was considened but was deemed impractical
f,or th.i.s sml,l of a reg'idential dovelopment. ,

Sinae used to entent
s e elrY wou

tor s to ascertaj,n any effect on groundvater.
north of the ponds wouldthe ponds and one

.*{ Ttro
beto the east' of

necqssary.

follorr*n9 is a
and treatme.nt

sumnary of the proposed wastewater collection
system:
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Population

Plant Flows
(a) Average daily flow(b) Peak flow

Sewage Quality(a) Raw sewage BOD(b) Raw sewage SS

detention time
(d) Air capacity
(e) Blower

(f) Clarifier volume
(g) Clarifier detention

time
(h) Clarifier surface

loading rate
(i) Clarifier weir overflow
(j)
(k)

(1)
(m)

time
(n) Gas chlorinator

capacity

rate IrSTg gal/L.F.
Aerobic digester 3r39g 6a1.Aerobic digester-cu. fE. /capita 3.05Chlorine tank , 3g2 ga1.Chlorine tank d,etention

TNTTIAL

r50

15r000 gpd
40 gpm

ULTIMATE

700

70,000 gpd
125 gpm

ms/La'
250

Design Efficiency - Treatment plant
(a) Effluent BOD to

percolation ponds 15-25(b) Effluent SS to
percolation ponds 20-30

Extended Aeration plant Components
t-") Design f low l5r 0O0(b) Aeration tank LS',0I2(c) Aeration tank

lbs/dayT
31

1bs,/dav
-Tm*

145

14

24
52.2

3

2 r972

4.6

237

9pd
gar.

hrs.
cFUl
HP

gal.

hrs.

gaI/tt2

70,000
70, 000

24
270

one at 3
one at 5

11,700

4

256

2r090
16,000

3.05
2 r000

40

T7

9pd
gal.

hrs.
CFI{
HP
HP
ga1.

hrs.
gaL/fE2

gaI/L.F.
gal.

ga1.

min.

Lb/day Max.

37 .7 min.

I00 lb/day Max. 100

Percolation Ponds
(a) Number of ponds 2(b) Bottom area, each pond 20r000(c) Dosing rate (average) O.gZS

2
sg. ft ^ 20r000
9a1. /ftz/day I.75

sg. ft. 
^gal. /ftz/day

ms/L
200
250

3 15-25

4 20-30
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Alternativesi Avq*lahlc to thig D€parunent

I. Approvg the E;bdtviaion plat as nrbmLtted, Frqn the data
Sr*brri.tp4r thg f,FpErt46nt geve flerioue pcnslC€ration tethie e1lei6g.iver - rdeerraie evldcnee that a water supply
19 ?y?++ablF han heerl giyerr, Approved solid rrasr,efacilities are available. The sewage treatnent sy

e naF $?er) $$verrr apprevect fiolic sresfe
are avallab1e. The sewage treatnent pysteur

, ThF WeEtehrater disposal eysten ig an
lnetb.ad fer the clinatic and geographic

$e+F+ng qf geTfaFCanyonr Therefore, a blanket
approval would be prernature.

2. ABprove the lnitial phaee of Beaver creek south and base' fnrt-her aeti$r qn e9eretipn ef the wastewater disposal
systegnt $eriggs oonsideration was given to thisglterngt*ve end e;egg1ge of ttris alternative qan be
lftliffel ln ]qght of concept criteria reguired by uac
\6-?r.14 (10) *9143d0I geqtroq 69-5001,',$rrqugh 59-5065, R.C.[q.
1g{7r 4ItS Section 69-1180l tlrrorrgh 69-48271 R.e.r{. 1942.
Th6 qyatin wqrrld have to be monitored. ri the evidence
ind.ieated thefe rras fertheoming degradation of groundwaterr
the nergg,latiert Fends we$lf, bc q:rpanded. Five icres are
avatlab1e for this pur.pose. Dosiirg rates (average)
!9uld he lduced to eppfaximntaly 0a075 galLon per squarefoot per day.

3. . Befirsa to approve the subdivis*eqpe*r't,<*adrutu*!,condi,tions.
Frpn tb€ e{..idglee qUbp*,qted, the d6partment could notjuEtify the exercise of thfs elternative.

Shis statement was prepared by Al.fred P. Keppner, B.s.F.1 M.s.1
So1!s Scientist, with information furnished by Brelsford and
AsSociates, Morrison-Maierle, fpc. l Montana Deparfinent of High-
hrays r Montana Department of Fish and Game and others desilgnated
therein' , zz -
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