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Ms. Deborah Schmidt
Executive Director
Environmental Quality Counci-l
State Capitol
Helena, MT 59620

HJC/gw

Enc.

ffiryfifffi
.iui. j Egl

Region one
490 North Meridian Rd.
KaIispell, MT 59901-
(405) 752-55Ot
FAX: 406-257-O349
Ref : JCL.92
JuIy 2, L99L

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

Region One of the Departrnent of Fish, Wildlife and Parks has
completed an environmentat assessment on the proposaL to perrnit the
erelt Bear Adventure Park near Coram, Montana. Enclosed is a copy
of that EA, with copies of comments received between June 10 and
June Za and a narrative of speakers and comment at the June 12
pubJ-ic meeti-ng.

RespectfuIIy,
1^

,{ Ua"t,.- Ao44/
//H.'James Cross

Wildtife Manager
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l,toNTANA DEPARTUENT OF FrsH, WILDLIFE
1{20 East Sixtb Avenue
IIelena, l.lontana 5962O

({06) il44-2r49

EI{VIRONUENTAL AS 8E8SI,IENtr

Division,/Bureau Wildlife/Enforcement

Project or APPlication Great Bear Adventure Parl<

Oescription of Project Russell and Peggy^Kil-patrig*, Box 2L2,-

KiIa, Montana, 59920, trave made application tor a Roadside Zoo and
Menagerie Perlnit to operate a drive-through bear park near Coram'
Montana. The iifpatricks have fenced an 8-acre parcel of land in
Tract 2 of the Nwi swl of section"2t, T3l-N Rl-gw, Mru, (see Exhibit
1), and will place three to six black bears in the fenced area
initially. tiese bears wiII be available for viewing on a ft"
basis by the p,tUfi" in a lr"ni"t" drive-through natural-appearing
setting.
The park contains a coniferous vegetation cornmunity dorninated by
i-aglpore pine (pinus contortal and enclosed by a single perimeter
fence consistinil of " 6-foot high steel page-wire mesh below three
strands of barb'ed wire, to mak-e an 8-foot, high perimeter fence'
ine p"timeter fence also contains electrified wired near the bottom

"" uttn the inside and outsj.de, (see Exhibit 3). The bears will
utilize natural foods found in tfre'coniferous vegetation community,
supplernented Ly sefected prepared foods, grains and minerals'

Description of Benefits and PurPoses .of Proposed Action: The

drive-through p"if. ir intended t; provide an opportunity for !h"
p"[f ic io lri"t bears in a natural s"tting. This natural-appeari-ng
setting could allow people to learn aUoirt bear behavior, feeding
nunit"l resting patterns and social interactions' The location is
near Giacier National Park and optimizes opportunities to attract
travelers and tourists during t-ne late spiing/summer/early fa11
seasons.

Affected Agencies: The nature of the proposal- w-ill be of concern
to severaf agencies or entities from tne feaeral level to the local
Ievel. These concerns range from regulatory to.environmental to
social. A listing of agencies and entities hiave jurisdictional or
environmentar review """fon"iuirity 

in the proposed action
includes, but maY not be lirnited to:

U.s.ForestservicerFlatheadNationalForest
U.s. Park Service, Glacier National Park
u.s. Fish and wildlife service, GrizzJ.y Bear Recovery

Coordinator
State of Montana, Department of Highways
state of Montana, Departrnent of Fish, wildlife and Parks
F}atheadCountyRegi-onalDevelopmentoffice
Charnber of Commerce, Columbia Falls
state of Montana, Environnental Quality council, Helena



Evaluation of Inpacts on the Physical Envl'ronment:
Location: The Jite of the partc is within habitat classified as
Itanag-Ant Situation 1 for grizzly bear recovery.and management.
These areas are important tb the survival of qrLzz.Ly bear i1 a
natural, free-rangilnq condition. The probability is grqat-.that
major activities -and programs may hav-e direct and/or indirect
reiationships to the conservation and recovery of grizzly bear.
The 8-acre parcel currently fehced, and plans. to fence an
additional L4- acres, is not a major activity but will remove that
Iand base from seasonal use potentiaf by gr{zzly bear. ^a,ctivities
Iike the Great Bear Adventurb Park do contribute to the cumulative
affects of other minor activities and can become a long-term irnpact
to the recovery of a seqrnent of the gtizzLy bear population'

The site of the park is not in compliance with a Master PIan
developed by the flatnead County Regibnal Development Office for
pf"""ii'tg atd d".t"lopment of rural areas of the county, but the site
has not been zoned in accordance with the Master Plan. The park is
near other commercial development along U.S. Highway 2 and near the
town of Corarn, Montana, both of which contribute toward a cluster-
development concept that tends to rnininize a concern for irnpacts to
. r"poited. grlzzti Uear travel.way between Glacier National Park and
the Great Bear Wilderness.

The site of the park is within habitats currently available to a

Uioaa variety of terrestrial wildlife uses. The fenced park will
be dedicated to a single species use. Black bear that have been
introduced. into the tence-d park will become an attractant to
individual wild bears, both black and grLzz1y, that use the park
area on a seasonal basis. Wild bears have an acute sense of smell
and find much of their food by smelling. Bears have the capability
of srnelling carcasses from ieveral miles away. MaIe bears find
many of tn6ir mates by srnelling an{ following scent trails'

Size: The park contains about 8 acres, of which a portion is used
as a permanent road bed. Six black bear are to be ptaced in the
fencel park and are to utilize the natural foods found on the site.
The parl may be expanded to 22 acres in the future. Based upon
puUfisnea literatuie for black bear home rangle size in habitats
sinilar to the park, B acres will be inadeguate to satisfy the
seasonal needs of an average female black bear. The addition of
five other bears to the coniinea parl< will result in rnodifications
to the habitat that will no J.ongbr represent a natural-appearing

""ttittg. Supplemental feeding of the confined bears will become
the prirnary source of food.

Evaluation of Impacts on the Human fopulation:
Location: The site is accessed from U.S. Highway 2- about L2 niles
north of Coram, Montana. Based upon projectea use levels, traffic
volumes and safety conditions wift be within designed standards
utilized by the Montana Department of Highways for this portion of
Highway 2.

a



Educational Opportunity: Public conment on the educational value
of the park -was divided but several people s_uggested that a
facility- like the Great Bear Adventure Park could be a valuable
educati6nal opportunity for the public. The park concept is
consistent wit-li ernerging int,erests in watchable wildlife progirams
and opportunities. -LoCaI travel promotion groups indicate that
there are needs for developrnents like the park that ,have.potential
to extend the recreational opportunities and season in this valley.

There are concerns that the Great Bear Adventure Park may convey
the wrong perception of black bears in this natural-appearing
setting ina thaL segments of the public may develop erroneous
expectitions of bear-human interactions during encounters in truly
nalural settings. The size of the park' proposed stocking density
and availability of natural foods does indicate that supplemental
feeding will proUaUty become the primary food source for the bears
and thit nay be an incorrect perleption to portray. of bears in a
natural seiting. The appearance of the vegetation within t'he
fenced park wili be rnodifieA Uy the concentrated bear use and could
nislead the public about bear use of natural environments.

Bears within the park will become more tolerant of people and may
display learned behavior responses to people. that are not
--niatiUfe with people and bears in natural environrnents' The
Great Bear adventure Park will establish operational procedures
that prohibit feeding of bears by visitors. There is a concern
that feople touring the park wiIl feed the serni-wild bears and that
human behavior nai be lransferred to feeding of wild bears in
nearby Glacier Ha€ional Park. Glacier National Park, and other
natioiral parks supporting wild bear populations, have established
and activLly enfoice by policy, brochures, and. signs a program
dir"o,rt.qinq feeding of wifa -anirnals by visiting tourists and
motorists. Feeding -of wifa animals in Clacier National Park is a
continuing concern in the Parkrs rnanagement program.

Pgrirneter Fencing: The perimeter fencing design ernployed by thg
Great Bear adventure park is in variance l,rtith currently. used
standards for animal containment under the Roadside Menagerie and
Zoo or Game Farm regulations of Montana. The escapement of capti-ve
anirnals as well as the restraint of entry by wild animals is a
concern in the fencing design at the park. The issues relative to
this concern j.nvolve the- integri€y of gene pool's in wild
populations and safety of the public around the electric fence.

Bears brought into the Great Bear Adventure Park are not native to
this area ind could possess genetic characteristics that would not
be desirable in wild bear populations if the captive bears were to
escape. Conversely, if wiid bears were to gain entry into the park
in search of a matd'auring the breeding season, exchange of genetic
cnaracteristics into the wild could also occur. The occurrence of
captive bears in the park may.be an attractant to vtild bears and
tnlir presence in the surrounding area could be viewed as a safety
concern by segTments of the public.



The perimeter fence is marked with warning signs -at irregular
inteivals. Great Bear Adventure Park visitors tilitl be restricted
to their vehicles while touring the park and should not come in
contract with the electric fence and receive a shock frorn the
fence. The electric fence is pulse-charged by a relatively high
voltage with a 1ow amperage and should not be life threatening to
p""pi6- 

"oring 
in con€act 

-witn the fence although the experience
will be quite unforgettable.

The concern for design of the perimeter fence in relation to
escapement or restrain-t of bears a-nd to public safety.was reviewed
by a grLzz1y Uear "p""i.fist with the Debartment of Fish, Wildlife
aira plrks who has ionsiderable experiente in the use of electric
fences to restrain bears from livestock and beehive food sources.
Til specialisCts report is attached as Exhibit 6 and provides
r."otti"ndat,ions to irnprove the effectiveness of the perimeter
fence.

Description and Analysis of Reasonable Alternatl'vesl

L. Great Bear Adventure Park could utilize proven fencing
techniques or rnodify the existing fence to lessen
Concerns for escapernent of confined bears or for
restraint of wild blars trying to enter the park.

2. Great Bear Adventure Park could use fewer bears or
enlargre the park to improve the public perception of
bears and their use of iatural-appearing settings.

l.{itigation, Etipulations and other Controls!

L. Black bear onIY.
2. All bears sterilized.
3. A11 bears tattooed.
4. Food storage in odor-proof containers as

A. P. H. I. S. rules.
5. Veterinary care program need to be more

vaccinations that witl be adrninistered'
6. No road-kiIIed ungulates in feeding program
7. AII provisions of roadside zoo and rnenagerie regulations apply

except caging requirements (I2 - 6. 1-302 ) .
8. Fencing reguirements:

-backrip fence energizer, L2-volt systern, deep cycl-e
batterY.

-warnin| signs adequate t,o protect_public if electrical
fence iystern approached frorn outside of park.

g. Fencing recomlnendations:
-enhance existing fence as per reconmendations, of
-develop outside -perirnet,er fence and use trained dogs to
rninimiie or prevent bear escapement or entry and human
entry or injurY.

t O. perrnit re.riew - airnultly with revocation rights,.
LL. Escaped bears Oyner Iiable for darnage and/or expenses

incurred in capturing escaped bears'

I

Per u. s. D.A. ,

specific in



Other Agencies or Groups Contacted or Contributing Infomation:
L. U.S. Fish and Wild1ife Service, GrLzzLY Bear Recovery

Coordinator
U.S. Park Service, Glacier National Park
State of Montana, Department of Highways
Flathead County, Regi"ona1 Developrnent office
Chamber of Commerce, Colunbia Falls
Jirn Schrouder, Pers. Comm., S.D. Game, Fish and Parks
Don Gatlin, Pers. Comm., Washington Department of Wildlife
Robert Wilhems, Pers. Comm., U.S.D.A. APHIS Oregon
Bob Turner, Pers. Comm., California Fish and Game

2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Literature EupPort:

Chapman, J.A. and Feldhammer, G.A., Editors, L982 |tl{i}d Mammals of
North Americarr John Hopkins University Press, PP 504-556

Herrero, Stephen 1985 rrBear Attacks, llheir Cause and Avoidancerl
Winchester Press, 28'7 Pp

Jonkel , C.J. and Cowan, I.Mc l-97LrrThe Black Bear in the Spruce -
Fir Forestrr Wild1ife Monograph #27

Preparation of Environmental Assessment:

James Cross, Regional Wildlife Program Managet, MDFWP
Ed Ke}ly, Regional Warden Captain, MDFWP

Exhibits:
1,. Vicinity Map, Great Bear Adventure Park
2. Map of Great Bear Adventure Park
3. Map of perimeter fence
4. copy of MHD Permit
5. Summary of Public Comment
6. Electric Fence Evaluation - Madel
7. Environmental Checklist

(REF:JC63.91)
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DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

STAN STEPHENS. GOVERNOR

ITT STATE OF TANA
P.O. Box 400

KalispelI, Montana 59903-0400
(+oo1 755-5777

June 25, t99L

Mr. Jim Cross
State of Montana
Fish, Wildlife and Parks
490 North Meridian
KaIispeIl, MT 59901

Subject: Great Bear Adventure
Access - US 2

Dear Mr. Cross:

Enclosed is the
Adventure. If we can

requested copy of the approach permit for
of any further helP, Please give

the Great Bear
me a caII.

Sincerely '

SLH: ckg

cc: Area File

P. ief,
Burea - KalispeII

I

AN FOl]AI OPPORIUI!ITY FMPLOYER

enl L. Herzog t
FIeld Maintenance
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?YHIBIT ^T
Slock No.
3250-1195

STATE OF MONTANA.DEPART'{ENT OF HIGHWAYS
HELENA. I||ONTANA 59620

DRIVEWAY APPROAEH APPLICATION AIID PERIIIT

Nomc, Pn,lri)' t tllr"art"k (M phonc: 854-9303

Address, tt 5!5 tttel,nuy 2 E"ttt

hcrcln lcrmcd thc oppliconf , rcqutllo pcrmisrion f o conolrucl oPprooch(cs)

drrcribcd ond shown on oftoihcd plot plon or plon ond profib ond hcrcby

modc o porf of this oPPlicolion.

*'1i,lcd ln, bY Oopcrtmcnt of HighroYr Pcrronlcl;
J.;;.1'/tt

l!l g nnu la No. 1202 MtLEPosr

PROJECTL Ia thcad RTr 1-2(10)1{2

DRAINAGE AS DETERMINED BY DEPT. OF HIGHIIAYS:

ffioocFFocommendod bY Districl
Trof f ic Engincar or Trof f ic Unit

f-25'

Enginccr

AppLrcANT (Propcrty dlhill Lesnee

fil'' 
t r'

1,, ,'
4,t^

tt tl

\
,'.)
- 

641Y

Plcorc indicotc if pcrmits or opproochar ore
thon lhc Dcporlmcnt of Highwoyr.-Writc thc

fl Fodcrol Govcrnment lJ Stolc

required from unlts of govcrnmanl othcr
number of pcrmltr rcquircd ln thc ,h.glt--tl c*niv l.cirv

Privotc: x Rrbli. t

!l:lve- thrcrtgh Ilear Parl:
Usc of Proporiy or FocllilY:

(Rosidsncc. Troiler Courft
Accoss, TyPc of &lsinrslt

Gor Slotion, Ficld
clc.)

LOCATION:
Clly or

Ona rnl I e rtsl; t c'f Cor nrr , li'[
lotn:(lf rurol - dirsction B opprox. distonce frcm noorssl cilY or lown

Strcet Nomt, if ony' us 2

ROADWAY OR HIGHWAY:

Sight Distoncc: Lell

9trf ocing:

APPROACH:

Eslimolcd rumbcr of

2h f.t.
widrh:

1000 fr. Right 1000 ft,
Plls wi6rh:

44 lr.

1uutripr par doy:

Florc, " Sldo of RoodwoY:ft. lior th
(N,E,S,W)

DRAINAGE: Scc obovc or dclormincd by Daportmcnf of Highwoyr'

;

INSTRUCTIONS CONCEHNING USE OF THIS FORM

Applicont wi1 comptcfc ond deliver this form in duplicotc lo thc Diclrict Enginccr

sarving'ihe orco in rlriitr fhc Approoch Pcrmil ir requosle-d' --.
ltra Digtrict ingineer, in conjunclion wilh the Diciricl Troffic Enginc.cr, ic dclcgolcd

oufhorily lo opproya curb cuir, puUiic ond privoic opproochcr scrv.ing. burinesrcr, rcaldcncoe

ond ogriculfurol usGs in rurot br' urbon orco, wifhouf iurfher consullofion if fhc froffic con-

ditionc or0 nor .oni.rl.O. i^ conlertec or.o., u.suolly urbon siluolionrr. lhc Dlrtricl Enginccr

ond Dislricl Trof f ic Engineer con rcquost rhe Monogc4-iroff ic.unlt-in Hclcno for odditionol

technicol ossislonco. lf fhis is necessory, thc opprooch' should ba scolcd onlo cxisfing plon

ond profile stroctr showlng lhe highwciy right-o{-wcy ond scnf to Hrlcno'



MTCE II2-A
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Subject to the fol lowing tcrm5 and

TtRH. This permlt shall bc In full

RENTAL. Rental shal I be licnr

- APPROACH PERMIT -
conditions, thc pcrmlt applled for upon thc rcvGrta rldc hcrcof, lr hrrcby grantcd:

forca and cffect from thc date hcrcof untll rcvokrd rr hcrcln provlded.

RtvocATl0N. Thlr permlt nray be rcvoked by st6te upon glvlng thtrty (10) dry3 notlcc to Pcrrnlttcc by ordlnery mell,
directcd to thc.ddrrl!3:hown In the applic.tion hereto ettac-hlZl6iii-The Strtc rctcrvcr thG rlght to reyokc thlr
permit without glvlng raid notlce in the cvent Pcrmittec breaki rny of tho condltlonr or tcrmr Jct forth hercln,

cOHHtNcEHENr 0F \oRK. tlo work shall be comenced untll p6rmlttco notlf ler fhc Dielricf Enginllr, rhown
in applicatlon, whcn he propo!e! to connr:nce work.

CllANcts lN Hl6HI,JAY. lf the State changes thc hlghway, or thcrc arc other chengcs to tdJolnlng itrertt,6llcyt, Gtc.
which nec€stltatc !ltcratlon! in rtructure3 or Installatlonc Inrtallcd undcr thlr pcrmlt, Pcrmlttc€ Jhall maka thc
neces5arY alterations ct Parmittecrs solc axpense or in accordancc wlth a scparttc agrcemcnt.

STATt SAVt0 tlARHLESS FRoH ClAltlS. ln accepting this pcrmlt the p€rmittee, lts/hls ruccersor3 or arsigns, agrce to
protect thc State and save lt harmlcss from all claims, actlons or darnagc o( cvery t<lnd and dcscrlptlon whlch rnay
accrue tor or be suffcred by, any person or pcrrons, corporatlonc or property by reason of thc pcrformancc of any
such work, character of matcrials used, or Inanner of Installatlons, malntenance and operatlon, or by thc lrproper
occupancY of seld highway rlght of way. .rnd in case any sult or actlon l: brought agaln5t thc Statc and rrlrlng out
of, or by reason ol, any of the above caurcs, thc Pcrnlttce, lts/hlr iuccessor3 ot is:tgns, wlll upon notlce to lt/
him of the conYr€nccmcnt of such action, defend thc same at lts/hls solc cost and cxpcnSc and satlrfy any Judgmcntwlrlch may be rendered egainrt the State In any such sult or actlon.

PR0TtCII0H 0F TRAFFIC. Insofar as th, interests of thc State and the tr.velling publlc arc conccrncd, all r"ork
perf orred under this permii. shall be done under the :upervirion of the Disf rict Engineer of f ht
Dep.lrtment of Highways and his authorized representetlves, and he/thcy shall Indicatc barrlerr to bc crcctcd,
the liqhting thercof at nl9ht, placlng of flaqmen and warchmen, nr.nner ln whlch trafflc ls to bc handlcd, 5nd
slral I specify to Pcrmlttec ho+r road surfacc ls to be replaced lf lt ls dlsturbcd durlng op€ratlons, but sald
suPervision shall In no wry operate to relleve nr dlscharge Permlttce frorn any of thc obllgatlons assumed by
acceptancc of thlt pcrmlt, and espcclally those sct forth under Scctlon 6 thcreof.

HIGH\,/AY DRAINAGE. lf the work done under thls permlt Interf.rcs ln any way wlth thc dralnagc of the Statc Hlghway
effected, Permltt.c 5hall, at lts/his own cxpenic, lllakc ruch provlrlont as thc Statc miy dlrcct to taka carc of sald
dra i nage.

RUBBISH AHO DtBRlS. Upon complctlon of work contemplated undcr thls permlt, all rubbl5h lnd dcbrlr chall bc lnrncd-
lalely renrcved and th. roadway and thc roadsldc lcft In o ncat and prcsentablc condltlon r!tlrfrctory to the Statc.

VORK T0 B€ SUPERVIStO 8Y STATE. All work contemplated under thls pcrmlt shall be dono undcr thc supcrvlslon of and
to the satirfactlon of the authorlzed representatlve of thc Statc, and the State hcrcby rcservei the rlght to order
the change of locatlon or removal of any 5tructure or Installatlon authorlzcd by thlr pcrmlt at any tlnrc, trld changcr
or removal to be msde rt the sole cxpensc of the permlttce.

STATETS RlGllT NOT T0 BI l]IItRFERtD ylT]'|. All such changes, reconrtructing or rcloc.tlon shall bc donc by Permlttcc,
in such a manner ar wlll rars. tlr. least lnterftrrrnce wlth any of the Statc'r work, and thc Statc shall In no wlse be
liable for any damage to thc Permlttee by reason of any such work by thc Statc, lti rgcntr, contractors or rGprcsent-
atives, or by the exercisc of any rights by the State upon thc hlghwayr by thc lnrt!llatlonl or structurc3 placcd under
this oermit.

RtH0vAL oF ltl5TALLATl0HS 0R STnUCIUnIS. Unlrsr waived by thc Srdtc, upon terrnlnotlon of thlt pcmlt, thG Pcrmlttcc
shall renx:ve the lnstallatlons or !tru-iurcs contemplated by thls permlt and restorc thG prcmlscs to thc condltlon
existing at thc tlmc of cnterlng upon thrr sarre undcr thl: pcrmlt, reasonablc and ordlnery wcar rnd tcar and damagc
by the elements, or by clrcumstanccs over whlch ttre Permlttcc has no control, cxccptcd.

HAlNTtNAllCt AT EXPEIISE 0F PtRHtTTtE. Pcrmlttce shall nralntaln, at lt:,/hls sole cxpGntG thc Installatlons and structure!
for which thl: permit l:9ranted, In a condltlon sarisfactory to thc state.

STATE ilOl LtAELE FOR DAHAGt T0 tNsTALLATl0ilS, In acceptlng thts perrnlt the pcrmlttec.grcc, that any damage or InJury
done to said In5tallatlons or structures by a contractor worklng for the 5tate, or by ahy Statc employee engaged In
con5tructlon, altcrstion, repair, malntenance or lmprovement of thc Statc Hlghway, rhrll bc et the solc cxpcngc of thc
Permi ttee,

STATE T0 BE REIHBURSTD fOR RtPAlRlt,lc R0ADt./AY. Upon belng bllleo thercfor Permlttec agrccr to promptly relmbur3c Strte
for any expense Incurred in repalring surface of roadway due to tcttlcment rt Instillrjlon, or for any othcr damagc to
roadway as a result of the work performed undcr thls permlt.

OIHER COND IT IOI,IS AND/OR RTXARKS.
o. All opprooch tldt sloper will bc conslrucfed on nol lerr fhon 6fol rlopc, unlor3 olhcruirr opprovod.
b, No privolc rign! ot dcvicer clc. wiil bc con!lrucfed or inrfollcd wifhin,fhc Highroy Righl of lYoy limils.
9. Thir pormlf is yolid
rn thri cvrnt enaffll [fffPf8nrT'i'6TfJleldif"T8''i.rooUljST+TtY0'ttfifl$f'|fr oJniJ"]four, a lcrt
trrrn troy wfll b+ r,rqulred. All rscoclrtod corti for lrft turn btys, lncludlng deslgn and
c0nstrilctlnrr rlll l,.e at. tlre 4yp0nse of thn norrnltte0.

e. The pernltteo has roquerted to romoyc rons trc(lr to lmproyc vlstblllty. The p.rFfttec may

cilly reriore troer tptcitIcnlIy narked by tlD0H pr-,rrunn6l for fcmovll.
tl0Tf: The appllcant ls to notlfy Leltoy LucLo 0t tha Colunbla Ftrlll nalntlntncG tlto rhrn tho 6pprot

ro hc cln nakoDared ar llnl I spc I I , Hontan.. thlr ?3rtl dry of llaY

1,

I

ll .

6.

The unders | 9ned, thc "Pcrml ttccI mcnt loned I n thc
instrufDent, hcreby acceptt thls permlt. togethcr

8.

q

t0.

il.

rJ.

l4

l(

r5.

d.

a forego I ng
wlth all of

rlcl En nc0r

opgrooch

po rml t tco
-0nr copt of p.rnlit lo Dirtrict Enoinrar tor fitr
-Ona copt ol prrmif lo Appliconf

Complcf cd

Tif le

0ole
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TYPICAL APPROACH SECTION

AT RIGHT OF WAY LINE
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tiren contrecte,-i to the earth :;ys;tem, afisuri..ng al t::rte e.Iectr:ical
Ch.:rge l-,e c1,:l.ir"rer.e,:l to ieg arrima-l r^lhen attemlrtinpr; to climb thloug;h
the wires, even when dry soil c,:irclitions persist"

3. Tire tc,p 3 l_,a::.Lie,f wire lirres ei:tending 2t!" otf the 6 foot page
wire mesh ha.,/e l-ICr detement val.r:e ollce a bear clinbs the f ent:e '

T'he top .rnd thirci lirres stroulcl eit'her be repl'rced with Lrieh
ter,sile electric wires on irtsrtlators, or these same two barbed
rqires shciulil be placecl ,]n insulat,:rs an<1 electrif ied' Thj-s would
the6 cornplr,:te ttre po:.itive,/gega'Live circuit arrd 'rct as cl finall
,::orrri i t i orr i nil ef f elCt if a bealt mal:t:S it around the lovler eJectric

vrvt**.-o

l-ines , either ipside or out, which !{il I everrt-u.:-L1y }rappen.

4. NoLiceab.Ie gaps betweel the bott.om of the page wire niesh and

illrorJncl level shourld be stalled wittr rebar and vrired.

5. In several locations along fence perimeter' trees of-

l;uf ficient di-ame"L-er for climbing are withirr a 'rbears reachrr of
the fence. Any trees with overlr.rnging or touching lirnbs should
be removed.

6. Hl.ectric wir-er lines should bc kept as tigh'L as poss.ibl-e with
in-line Light.errer:s. 11- has been s;hown that tight wires are more

effective bec.luse bears rnl'1st force their vras by them, allowing
r^ri::es to penetra't-e clense fur layers and contact the skin.

7 . The probabitity thaL res:ident wild black .rnd grizzly bear are
at.1-racte.l to thi: park facility will likely increase with tinte as
be.:r oclors arrcl certain unavoidai:Ie fr:od smells beconie
cc,nce*tr;-rte,l. wj-tfrin the enclosure. A sirrgle outside electric
Jile may be inadequate in cleterring bears from diggirrg under ttre
p.lrle *it* fenc.:. A sirnple oulside secondary perinreter felce
corrtaining at le.rst two g.raril dogs ( in a runway bet-';veeu the tvro
ferncesl .r /*-:itr"l11tJ ef ectr:ic f eqc;e on thie out'side) woul-d be an
effective nc:ise ilncl Lrncounter detenent for approaching native
beor:s, as well as par'k anin',als on the interior

B. The operating fence ene:rgizer was tested at an average
electrical. pulse oulput crf 6400 volts on llOa ho'okup'. "fiiis
shoul,l be ef fective in controlling bears. In tire event of power

f ailu.re or oth€rl: usplannecl proi:leltts, a t2 volt f ence energizer
should be avai.Li:bLe with a swit.ch-overr mechanism 50 as to
ntaintain c.,:ntiiru':us power to fer.ce system'

relateil factors discussed during the
not associate,f with ttre perimeter contr-ol
in the Er.vironmental Assessment process

f or.'um.

Note: Other
i r-,rraqt i orf-i r''n!rr v vr u*bu

fence will be
and cii s cus strd

T t'rr-,r c q
U . !r'J.Jqr

I' T{c,"1 I v

K. (,C'ol-

bear park
th:rL arel
identified
irr pr-rbl ic

G. TaYlc,r
M. Ader:hol,J'



Exn rBt-r 5

SUUltARy Or PUBIJIC COl,tltENT
aoR

PROPOEED GREAII BEAR ADVENTURE PARX

June 28, 1,99L

Russell and Peggy Kilpatrick have made application for a Roadside
Menagerie and toa permit to operate a drive-through bear park in
Tract 2 of the NWL/4 9WL/ , Section 21,, T31N RL9W, MPM.

The Department, of Fish, Wildlife and Parks at 490 North Meridian
Road announced and hosted a public meeting on June L2, L99L, dt
?:00 p.m., dt their regional headquarters to present the proposal,
discuss review procedures by the Department, discuss issues and
concerns developed by the Departnent and receive comments from the
public.

Thirty-one individuals attended the public rneeting. Many of these
people provided one or more comments on the proposal during the
meeting. others reguested clarification or a response to
particular aspects of the proposal.

Nine comments were favorable to the proposal, citing possible
educational values to the public if the park was operated properly.
Two Comments were opposed to the proposal for reasons related to L)
public perception of wild bears based on park experience, 2)
ieeding-of wita bears by park visitors, 3) attraction of wild
bears to the park location, 4) escape of park bears from the
fenced location, and 5) fenced area of park too small to support
nurnber of bears to be contained.

Other conmentors requested information relevant to issues and
concerns, but did not voice support or opposition to the proposal.
Requests for information involved issues and concerns related to
food and nutritional care, scents and attractants of captive bears,
winter denning park bears, public safety aspects of hiqh voltage
fence around park, maintenance program for interior park road
systern, public visitors receiving experience approprj.ate t,o entry
fee, response of adjacent landowners to park proposal and site
selection for the proposed park,---

Thirty-two comrnents were received either by rnail, phone or
subnission at the public meeting on ;tune L2, 1991. Nine persons
attending the meeting expressed support or opposition to the
proposed drive-through bear park with seven in support and two
opposed. Twenty-two other cornments have been received either at
the June L2 meeting or in the extended public comrnent period that
voiced concerns about, the park proposal. These comments are in
addition to those verbally presented at the meeting. Three
individuals supported the park proposal, nineteen opposed the
proposal and one requested information and clarification to
concerns but did not offer support or opposition.

The support is based upon fulfilling an educational need relative
to bear behavior and bear use of habitat. There also is a
recognition that a facility lii.ke the bear park could contribute to
local economy.



Summary of Pub1ic Comment
Proposed Great Bear Adventure Park
June 28, 1991
Page Two

Opposition to the proposed park includes five general concerns--the
small size of th; pirk, wr"ng -perception by the .public of wild
bears based on the drive-thriugn beir park-experience' confined
bears being an attractant to na€ive btaiX ana glizzly bears hthich
ilt-lead t6 furinei public concerns about human safety and lruman-
bear j-nteractions in the general area of the pa,rk, safety {or
children and people who r.y -.pptoach the .bear pafk frgm the outside
and come int6-cbntact wi€n tit" high-voltage-electric fence,.and
unplanned commercial developurent itong the Highlly 2 corridor
leading to Glacj.er National Park. one person, in. addition to
providingt cornment on the park, -t"go"=ted 

a 
-3o-day statewide public

comment period.

In sumnary, verbal, written and telephone conment was received on

the propolal for a drive-through UeJr^park near Coram. Of those
persons "*pr"Einq 

Lltner sulport for or opposition to the
iroposal, tb vrere in ropport and 21 were in opposition.

(Ref:JC56.9L)



EyHlBlT l,o

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF }-ISH, T^ITLDLTFE & PARKS

Office Memorandum
Date : uJune tl! , l-9 91

To : Lran ieI Vincerrt

tr"rom: lvlichael l4aidel

Subi ect: Iilectri.c terrce syst-em evalua.tic,n for tlie Prop35E6
r-ireat Fjti:.31' Aclvenf-tt:re P;rr:]<, Coraln, MT.

lr\ir asse:isntettt teetn colrsistinE'c,f Jim Cross, Ed itelly, and myself
tourecl ttie Gr:e--at Bear:: A,l.rent-r-rr:e Ptark ( GI3AP ) f acility orl 6/L2/9L '
,l,lrrt r:,r-irn;r.rrr nbjective \,vag t.o eva-luate tire potential ef fectiveness

ts!!rr.!-15 I v,

,rf a r''err-:ent'l w const-nrcter:1 combination woverr,/ef ectric perineter
vv.. s-+ j

ferrce fc,r cont.riliillti dc;'rne:;ticated blacli bears as r+eIL as
cleLer:r.-i-rrg ac: cess ii-rto i:ire compoun,C by wild res.ident bear:' ?his
evi:.luation was ,:lirect-Iy L:elatecl to potential impacts oI] irurnan
s a1. ct.y itr otid .rr-'or.inci [:,ar'].: i',r:orrtrds .

UF,,::r irrvestigation of the faci-Iit..y, tfie perimei-er: ferlc'= (see
al.t.achment ) was assessecl a\s ireing iladecluarte ii'J arl el. f ecti';e
i:at:r:ierr to hol.ci ilrimes"Lic- bear:s vrithj-n parJ: grrrutnds ar'i itt kei:ping,
wi'l,l b,Iack o:: flrizzl,y i:ears out. This evallation is baced on lL)t
years of testing trnil using electric fence syltems as a met'hoil ':f
]:ear deterrent ir-r the R4 Rc,cky Mouutain lrront area. It may not
rrecet-.;s;tri]1z depicL a sibuation Lf cc-rntainmerrt of trlrne bear which
i-s li}:ely rit.,ro-severe corrsiclering that 6 to B bear:s wil'L continue
-l-,r i-,rq"r- anrr r.ra31< linlcs it-t-the fence sys'Lent 24 hours e daY.
L.'.' UL,J L L'IIJ

S,r-ururrarizecl L:elow are technic.rl concerns regarding currel-It- fcnce
,:,r,..,tem const-r.uction. I,leas were ,liscussed and correction5 welre
rf I J I

n1-J* by owner R. ttilpat.rj-i:k ,lurir-rg, oulr rrisit 6/L2 inc'Iuding
-inst;rl.latiorr of ft separat"e iEroun,fiuig for the Iightening divert'er',
cc)nnect-iou of the ent.ire pdge rvire mesh to negative grr-rund of
erlcrA i::,--r, arrd e L.:ctr-if y j ng J,:tc' pallel s .

l-. The l-ower inside elect::ic wire and the crnly outside wire are
positiotreil t., brig;h ol'f t'he groun'f level (average l-B Lo 24

inches ) . A cu};,zyearlini: bear could move under- this wire ancl

climb over fe,nce. Ccinsicierj-ne the i-rregular terrarin this wj-re
slri:uld range 6 to L'2tt off tile grourrd.

?.. The djstantle bc';tween t.he electric rri::es b'rth ins j-de al-]cl

c,r-rtsirle the pdtje wire barrier is to gre.rt (ave. 27 inchr=s)' If:
ar bear slipi.; pa,:f the eli:ctric lirres there is no deterr::ent to
lreep it- fr:crm c.:linrl-ing ,:ved Llie f ence. l\tl electr:i-c positive
lirrls sti,:rilcl be e:ttencled B to I?." from the page wire whicrh is
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ZY.HTBIT 'l
PoTENTIAL IHPACT 0N PHYSICAL EIIVIRoIIHENT

Conmnts on
None Unknor*n Attached Pages

.1.

2,

3.

4.

Terrestrfal & aquatlc
llfe and habltats
Hater qual I ty, quantl ty

. and dlstrlbutlon
Geology & soll quallty'
stab{llty and molsture
Vegetatlon cover, quant
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Un{que, endangered,
frag{ le, oF llm{ ted
envl ronmntal resources

5.'5.
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10.l,lill residenL bear get
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ll.Disruption of resident
bear populat.ions. ''

Demands on envl nonren-
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water, alr & energy
Hlstorlcal and archaeo-
I ogl cal .sl tes

Soclal structures an
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Local and state tax
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Htrman heal th
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"0lstributlon and
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10. DemanG for govern-
nent servi ces

11. Industrial & cormer'
cl al acti vl tY
Demands for energY
Local'ly adoPted en-
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14. f?ll:portation net-
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Hoderate Hl nor Unknorn "
Corrnents
At,tached

on
Pa

l.
2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

1.

8.

9.

12.
13.

X

X

X

X

X
x

X

X

X

X

X

works & trafflc fl



6re.ltBes" 0dvm lur. ,Pa,

Srtn-fit

6c,x /b 7 ::-

tL fu €r?a /
' l€-.,urf+1

fft4tiQ -/(ir . (/' i
tl 

"r__
v<_\?

/"'r.
,/.-,

l)rr,-

EJ,,

l,u!'
l':t
Vt.rU
J

a1 J"{,4 WU I
?

,l
1

lltl



t{ lm I- IL
'

l> t? t_ t: ttr ln l> l.' lx t> ttr aa t1
t

l!t ,f lr lr lz t{ t> l2 l> -l r c It t o -< C
.

c t ,N .c
,'

ra
)

ro IF IA lv o f-
t t\ lv
)

'F
l H t-
J F
l

hh

..-
-7

r 
.-

.

F
ss

B
sa

 s
 fl 

g$
F

gF
gf

iF
F

rr
ue

sq
gf

i;F
g-

, 
w

3.
*i

E
s;

 6
,o

ll<
5=

P
_

1'
_:

b:
E

 O
'.!

xn
lE

 o $r
y 

fff
ig

ffi
ff#

fi

,f/
 ff

w
 

#

jt(
l.-

,.{
,.,

;lt
r1

i:|
1.

,.:
i=

,c
Jj

.ir
.:l

'.r
..,

r.
tlI

lII
j



f.,
.,:

 .,
' O

 E 3 o z z --
l c o_ D s l - (o (o I

F
 

Y
'€

'
T

q 
4

o Tr r, gI Ir d o o v, ry o o x (c
I o O
r

C
Lt {r o rI C

L
rI nr o I tt IF d rt o F r G
T ry d cr o n,
 I

.r
tI ")

l

lg
o

5< oE
'

#9 ?s si
i

m
l

::t zl m
l

ut
l

m
t

el

a€
 g

P
i

A
lIi

6E

;iF
gi

*
I 
r[

*d
 '

a6
 E

 S
.X

 >
19

q:
 *

 =
*

H
 S

 =
'o

q 
o-

x'
Y

 i
' 

(D
 5

 r
!r

i*
-1

?'
T

 o
sr

 H
 ?

E
 E

 f 
g4

E
i 

E
o 

jT
 S

 -
t

gH
:5

.3
ff

t i
si

gr
E

 3
 B

.l.
 *

6 
?'

-.
T

5'
a

oo
lo :iF

r:
s

=
? 
is

 3
x[

'
F

;s
eF

l

r>
!

i 3
s"

,!J
oc

r
lS

E
s

-F
e

H
 o

t:
rr

r 
I

'F
F

$s
g

S
p&

5H
r

/ l
#r

uf
fff

fff
fff

 F
d 
g 

r 
ffi

$$
r;

'rf
f;

ilf
i€

l#
fi-

iff
f,r

/ 
rr

 r 
$.

f,F
ifi

i $
B

:'-

/ ;
 r$

$+
$s

r 
:i:

ll 
I I

 t 
; l

u6
*r

ii€
 f*

F
rF

I i
if 

ffi
F

gE
di

$f
fif

E
 a

 i 
s,

i€
ei

r*
+

; 
[F

t$
gr

F
; 

g€
 5

; $
 ;#

f

i#
fF

u#
iff

iff
ffl

iil
 E

i#
$i

 tff
i

iu
:*

; fli
ii$

*.
iff

+
r 
d 

iii
il

:g
#E

s:
i*

;i 
iia

riq
3i

n 
$ 

itf
f:f

ffu
 ff

ff#
ifi

*f
i*

iff
lif

ffg
# 

s 
rn

ffi
l;F

; 
iri

is
*i

i
lig

iF
 ;"

r'#
*g

fr
t$

 € 
lg

#3
 *i

ii 
irg

cF
i

x

t 
a€

 $B
E

€
iis

 g
's

 9
"4

E
 +

E
 *a

,+
F

ao
pn

D
ot

rH
F

x 
[i 

a 
i s

rg
dd

 -
 "

 a
- 

=
r!

 
f,

f; 
io

, *
 B

 R
r 

o 
f, 

-a
;

3o
 o

H
 i"

<
;o

 
cr

1'

si
ira

*
r"

4;
il?

r

F
+

=
si

lg
^

si
:T

J-
lY

ti9
ila

;
:r

 
=

' 
(}

=
o_

?'
T

 
X

* 
*l

qg
*i

}a
4i

gF
.

S
* 

a;
,: 

p 
,

nE
;3

ilE
i

=
' 

c 
*F

':
)x

bt
v r3
"r

H
[E

 -

9S

; 
E

<

-r no -z . 
t!) ;? rP a; 6^ 3a
-

a-
-

=
B

) r I , s t I )

g td

F
J IE €o iB r= -:
m

:q 3a <
5#



GreaL Bear Adventure

MeeEing to Receive Public Cornment

June 12, L99t
490 N. Meridan
Kalispell' Mt

To k//torn ,l nay (.'o,t(:('rn:

T a/rt cL. ,y'"rrrl.. t^ //,,c /t;L//e1 anfl -Z
J

[tn th it t/
/ u // sr7p, ,/ 7 I Gr re / Brr,, /r/, rn /rt r e

7 /f ,,, I //, (0r,((y'1/' i5 ct dttnc/r/ /",/ tr*a, c1/tL{

rs cdut:a/;dr^,^/L1 a qrrct/ rc./eav /), slur/rny't t'4
J,J

our ar(Q.

fro,n ct// fA" ;,, h, m""/,on I A,t J e re rtct /Ac
K, I pa/ r;t,{-s /r a, , b
up t/,i-s for/ T/,r)"' ,,o::'1 ;;,",'',' j ,^"r,,),'l!,,,1 ,
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Great Bear Adventure

Meeting to Receive Public Conunent

June 12, L99L
490 N. Meridan
Kalispell, Mr
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6-11-91

Dan Vincent
Reg i. ona I Superv i sor
Montana Department of Fish tlildIife and Parks
49O North Meridian Road
KaI ispel I, MT 59?O1

Dear Mr. Vincent:

Eecause I am unable to attend the hearing On the proposed "Great
Bear Adventure" drive through park, I wish to express my opposi-
tion in writing and have it included as part of the public
comment .

I also write to urge your departrnent to give more time for public
input. I learned of this activity only two days ago in the local
newspaper . I recommend a state-wide publ ic cornrnent per iod before
the Departrnent issues a dec ision on the permi t '

My reasons are personal. If you have ever been to Gatlinburg
Tennessee, the gateway cornfnuni ty to the Great Srnok ies Nat ional
Park, then you have seen the ultimate in rampant commercial
plundering, This is NoT the type of development Montana needs
adjacent to our 0NLY national park. This is not the kind of
image that the Departrnent should be al Iowing '

Therefore, I write to request a formal, statewide publ ic cornment
process tasting 30 days. During that time, your Departrnent can
solicit input from residents throughout Montana and from Iand
managing agencies concerned with the improper exploitation of
animals.

Meanwhile, please enter my strong written opposition to the is-
suance of a permit to operate this unsavory "drive through"
menager i e .

Thanks for the opportunity to comrnent.

Respectfully'
\-- ^ 0 4 nl ^TnuJrorJ" J . U\la1

Michael J. Ober
54 Buffalo HilI Drive
Kal ispel I , Montana 59901
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Glacier National Park

Position Statement on Drive-through Bear Park:

The purpose of this Staternent is to express our.concerns on the
planned-drive-through bear parkrs direct and indirect impacts on
Lfre naturally functioning ecosystem we are striving to protect.
Only by working together can we hope to raise the level of
consciousness to the point where development, when it does occur,
will be properly sited and soundly designed to rnininize damage to
Glacier National Park.

We know that development activities on lands surrounding Glacier
are going to irnpact on the quality of the Park, and the visitorsr
expeiience in the region, and we would accordingl.y like to express
our concerns with th; proposal. Concerns of this proposal which
should be carefully considered include:

1 - Perception of wild bears - Most visitors to the bear park will
likely also be visitors to Glacier National Park. Perceptions are
apt to be distorted by being exposed to highly habituated and food
conditioned tame bearL in an artificial environment. Visitors may
expect wild bears in Glacier National Park to betrave as the tame
belrs they have witnessed in the bear park. Dangerous situatj-ons
could be Lxpected when visitors approach wildamroSerorr.

2 - Feeding of wild bears - Despite well-intentioned efforts by the
bear park bperators, the tarne bears Urill be fed by people touring
the bear paiX and Eh&E human behavior will most likely transfer to
the feeding of wild. Uears in Glacj-er National Park by mo.to.rists.
The resulL would be dead bears and a greater probability of
injuries to visitors.

3 - Attraction of wild bears to the area - Wild bears will likely
be attracted to the site of the bear park during the breeding
season and by the food provided to the tame bears. There would be
a high proUabitity of human conflict and resultant bear deaths.
This-siluation would be analogous to the bear attractants at the
Burlington Northern corn spiIls, the Essex dunpsters and the West
Glacier dump, hence our concern.

4 - Escape of bears from fenced area Many anj-mal parks have
experiencLd the escape of captive anj.mals. The contamination of
native bear geneticJ is likely from the male bears even if the
females are sterile. Glacier National Park policy is to protect
the integrity of the genetic pool of all native plants and aninals.



PUBLIC O'IMENT

T0: Montana Dept.. of Fish, Wildlife, and parks
490 N. Meridian Rd.
Kalispell, Mt.

Re: Kilpatrick application for a drive-through roadside bear exhibit,
U.S. Hwy 2 near Coram.

To the Reviewing Authority:
I am a real estabe broker,/owner of Columbia Falls Realty and played

a part in t,he selection of a sit,e for Mr. and Mrs. KilpaLrick,s proposed
enterpr ise.

f am also bhe Canyon corununitiesr representative to the Flathead
County Planning Board, currently charged by a Conrnissioners' Directive
to find ways of lnplementing land-use policies to protecL the Ftatheadrs
highway corridors from unrestrained. unplanned "strip" development.

Each year I am approached by*several parties wit.h ideas for new
highway-frontage, tourist-oriented enterprises along Highway 2 leading
to Glacier Park. Some of them give me cold chills...dirt-bike racetracks
mechanical cowboy-and-indian batt,le re-enactments, a gianL stockade full
of rubber tomahawks and Mexican ceramics with robotic wildlife exhibits,
etc. Out of concern for the aesLhetics of the area, I have act,ually
chased a couple such whimsies out the door. I hope we never Eolerate
the kinds of commercial blighb that have evolved near t,he entry to some
other National Park units.

When I discussed with the Kilmtricks their proposed exhibiL and
determined that here, unusually, was an opportunity to help the Flathead's
guest for tourist-orient,ed economic developmenEr and yet naint.ain t.he
greenbelt buffer zone bebween the existing tovns and the Park's enErance.
Rather than elect a tobally pristine setting, they were willing to locate
near other developments, which meant long-range, there would not be sbrip-
type expansion if bhey were successful.

Given that promot.ing tourism is inevibably going to increase pres-
sure for highway development, I believe this kind of enLerprise, one which
maintains and qtilizes the natural appearance and aesthetics of the land,
is appropriate for the Corarn/Oew Drop Inn area.

The development pressure for intrusive, unnatural highway strip
enterprises is growing, especially in Ehe absence of zoning or other land-
use regulation. We should, from a land-use and environmental point of
view, look with favor on proposals which presenE the least possible
intrusion into the aesthetics of this transition zone between the developed
Flathead Valley and the great natural resources that are ibs blessing.

I hope you find favorably on this permit, application; that we all
encourage aesthe[ically-gentle development where we can, and keep the
gift shops and gas stations in the towns where they beloD9...

Sincerelya \

3'z/e-u*
William J. Dakin
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June 24, 199L
9:00 a.m.

RE; Drive-Lhrough Bear Park

John Bark of east Evergreen (phone #752-],274) ca}led' Wished to
comment on the Bear park. He- stated, ttAs long as rde can be sure
that the animars- ara ueing treated propert-y qld that only bears
that have been raised in captivity a-re 

-usea, it should be a good

thing. More Pos/er to them. r'
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June 24, L99L
4: L0 p.m.

Linda Dekort (755-3704t- telephoned regarding the bear park. She
not only worried about the bears health, but also the location
the park.

She feels it would be a great disservice to have the drive through
so close to Glacier National Park. How can you not confuse issues
of driving through a controlled setting, where bears over time will
naturally become acclimated to people and then travel further to
Glacier National Park and not feels the same. She feels it night
someday cause a tragedy.

She appreciated the courtesy of having her comment be heard.

is
of
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June 26, 1990

K. L. cool
Dlrector, llontana Departnent

Flsh, Witdlife and parks
1420 6th Ave. E.
Llelena, l,lT 5962O

TO R1 P. 03

,{i:r
Dear llr. Cooll

The purpoEe of ny letter ie to expreEa ny concerns about theproposed trGlreat Bear Adv€nture parkr s ulles east of GlacierNatLonal Park.91 HrEh:way 2. Deaplte the ohrnerrs best efforte,theee beare wlrL be condltloned Lo hunan food, hrqhlv habituaie,etto,the preaence of humans, and rLrr lre f,ed uy-vlsltois. stateand federal ageneree have worked hard for nany yeer$ to educatethe prrhlic about approprlate behavLor Ln bear-cbuntry. This lseepeclally lnportant Ln GlacLer Natlonat Partc where fruUffc-s"i-tyls a speclar concern. fhey have been qulta guccegefirr lncornmunicating the message t a fed bear ie a dead bearrr. Theexperlence vlsltore will gatn at the drlve-through bear park willhelp to undernlne these efforts.
Bea3' sightings by.visltore to Gracler National park are qulteconhon. Seeing wild beare in thelr natural habltat is one of thethtngs that ureke a trip to llontana and Glaciar xationaf park Eospeclel. r belleve that road-slde zoos of this typ" tti"" ropraee.in our state. contrary to the propoBerre ci;rim-, ""positive educatLonar value wllt derlve ri-om thie venturel Justcom'nercial exploltatlon and undeslrable nlsperceptlone-of one ofour nost charLenatl-c anJ-mals. r urgre you tb deny a perrnlt forthe propoeed bear.park and sat a cl6ar'precedent'on ipproprrateuse and presantation of our nitdlife heritage.
SincereLy,

(a';*c.U"^u,(
Katherl-ne c. Kendall
271 Roger: Road
Colunbla Falle, ltT 59912
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Box 366
West Glacier, I'IT 59936
rlune 2J., I991

K. L. Cool
Director, Irlontana Department of Fleh,
L42O 6th Ave. E.
He1ena, lfl 5962o

frceryeo
JUN 2 q EsI

Uii.cv.lL,it 
.) vrf l:i

Wildllfe and Parks

Rl P. AB

Dear Mr. Cool:

I0e wrLte coneernLng the proposed rrDrLve-through Bear parlcrr elxnllee fron 61ac{er Natlonal -park along Hlghwaf z. we urge thelfontana Department of Flsh, W{IdItfe and Parks not to eanctto-n thleil1-coneeived echeme. ?le have llved and worked ln the west Glaclerarea for 25 yeara and have supported efforts of the state andfederal governrnents to nanage rbr wlld bears and to perpetuatesuitable bear habltat. Too much habltat has been rosi, [ut thereality and symbolisn of rrurildrf and free-roarninj topufations havebeen sustained to a slgniflcant degree.

Now cobes the frBear Farktr ldea, whJ.ch will confuse and distort thepubricrs (eepeclally chLrdrensr and out-of-state vtsiiorsriperceptions of how bears fit into the Montana scen6. so near toGlacier National Park, bears In an artlficial envlronrnent (theyobvlously have to be fed, belng conflned by fence to onty e acresjwill greatly detract from - the Parkrl educatlonai effortsemphasl"zils wild bearg Ln a near-natural rnllleu. tlhe food aleo mayattract wlld bears from oulaide'--the fence..

The Bear Park -i-s grossly lnapproprJ-ate for Montana, partlcularlyln the Flathead Va]}ey, ina eipeclally near Glacler Natlonal park.
Fenced-in bears may have thelr pl-ace ln maJor urban ioo"; theyhave no place in Montana. Hopeiully the udrwp wiLl not expeditlthe efforts of those who tacrity alsptay r*tldlife, abusrng thereaource tn the name of prlvate enterpii"e.
we can thlnk of no redeenl-ng f,eature of thts klnd of bear display.rn addltJ.on to the- inapproprlateness and n.gatl.re tnpact on uhatmay 6oon becorne the rtl.ost 

-Boqt 
prace, n guistlons dt safety topgople and reaeonable care of the anlnaie hive not been adegualelyaddreseed.

we u.rEe you. to demonstrate th.e .lcadershlp needed ln tha IrtDFt{p byspeaklng out against this exhibltlon and io reJ""t ena"rsement ofthe Bear Park.

Sincerely,

Rlley and Pat McClelland
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tfij!Box 223
VesE Glacler, l{f 59936
June 21, 1991

Kay CooI
Df,rector, Montana Delertncnt
1.420 6ch Ave. E.
Helena, HT 59620

Dear l,tr. Cool:

of Flrh, IJtldltfc and Parks

I urge you to dlsapprwe the pamlt for the 'Bear Perki Just outrlda of Glacler
Natlonal Psrk nasr Cotrem, t{T.

As a chtld I vfelted l{ounc Rushmore l[atlonal Mcurorlel ln 9outh Dakoca - not
exactly a inatursli wonder - end I wtll nevar forget thc scenlngly hundreds of
mlles of blllboards and untold ntunbefs.of ca.cky "schlockn tourisE trsps which
surrounded thab uenorial. Slnce then I havc noilcad nany 6reas of, the country
wlth sluilar probl€ns, fron Gettysburg to Key Weet. Unttl recontly, Glacler had
escaped that fate, but deveLoprncntc dround che borders of the pafk have begun
eo capltallsa on the tourlpts drrwn by tha parlc ln wayr whlch no longer ftt lnto
uho vllderness echerne.

IJhlte f an all for capltsllsn snd opporcunlrtlc EtEcmgs ro nelrc nonry, lt ls
tny scrong oplnLon chet the elsa arourrd Glealer can either contl.nue wlth a etylc
and ifaa1" of vlld€rn€ss l{ontana (conpleta wlth approprlate rhope and servicee),
or we aan opt for the Key largo approach, and go 'wlth the northwe3eern versLon
of plastlc ftanlngo dacor. Pettlng zooa, clrcue anlnatg, 949€d rplld anlnalg are
etnply antlthetlqcl to eha flevor of ehls arsc.

I err not a blologtst, but I lmow that thls ls ultd bear councry. Caged bears
belng fed next to known occupled grlzzly habltae seems to nc to trrvlte crouble.
ShowLng che publle itsmei bears Ln 6 cofltrolled atrnosphere wharc they are fed
and cared for by man eets thoss vl.sltorr up for serlous grouble when, flve ntLcs
dorn the roed, they encounter s nlld baar and ettenpt slnllar behevior. There
are also the obvlous questlons of dtceaoe and grnctlc polluclon lf a caged bear
€scep€B lnto the surronndlng uilderneer. I qen't halp but bellcve Ehet gone wlld
beers, and poselbly ione l-nnocent hurnans, rrG golng to dle because of thle
f inanc icl 1y - ruotlvatad endaavor .

Please conslder the pernlt end all ltr frrpltcaclons carafully.

slnc:Zly,

O L0*
Kaehy Dlnont
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