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INTERIM WORK SUMMARY:
LAlr AND ]USTICE, INTERIM COMMITTEE

The Law andJustice Interim Commiuee Q-JIC)
completed sevetal interim studies assigned to it
for the 2027-2022 interim. In addition, the LJIC

conducted its statutory oversight duties and

explored membets' topics ofinterest. The

comm.ittee sent six bills to the 2023 Lesislature.

Septcrnbcr 2022

Law and Justice Interim Commtttee

Rachel Weiss, Reseatch Analyst
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The LJIC completed
four interim studies
and forwarded six
committee bills to the
2023 Legislatwe fot
further consideration.

Of the LJIC's interim studies, one was assigned by

bill and five were assigned by l-egislative Council.
Senate Bill No. 303 (SB 303) requested the LJIC to study inmate telecommunication contract

and costs. The five studies requested by tesolution were:

r HJ 4: Study of cdminal ptoceedings and commitment of people with mental illness
. HJ 29: Study of victim services and funding in Montana

! HJ 31: Study of cdminal lustice system data in Montana
o HJ 40: Study of the Judicial Standatds Commission
o SJ 26: Study of the Montana Women's Prison

The studies highlighted in bold were completed by the LJIC using the typical study process.

The LJIC asked Legislative Council to redirect the HJ 29 study of victim services and funding

to an interim budget subcomm.ittee that focuses on criminal iustice system stakeholder budgets.

The LJIC .incorporated elements of the SJ 26 study of the Montana Women's Prison into the

committee's statutorily requited agency oversight duties.

Additional information about each snrdy, includ.ing detailed work plans and study results, are

available at the LJIC's website: https:/ r'lcg.rrt.gov/cornmittccs,'intcrirn,' liic.r
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Septernber 2022

Interim Work Summary

Thc IJIC voted to send six bills to the 2023 Leg;slature. While the LJIC chose different legislative approaches to
resolve qucstions posed in several studies, not all of thc studies resulted in recommcndations for statutory changes.

T'wo of the six bills approved by the IJIC origrnated during agency ovetsight or discussion of member issues of
intercst. Details of the bills approved by thc LJIC are below. The bills that originated from agency oversight or
membcr interest are noted with a star by the LC numbcr. Each bill can be tracked on the Legislarive Automated

Workflow Systern by using the assigned LC number: hr:tp://l4l's.lej{.qt.gor'/lsj{:'rd,/las'02(llirvS.sranupTP SFISS=20?31

LC IS:
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Committeefi-Ectslnrtvr\ SERVICES

LplvlsloN
Law andJustice Interim

DRT\FTS

LC Number

(LTIC Draft Nurnbet)
Short Titlc Sponsor

Generally revise laws related to condidonal
release of criminal commitment defendant

Sen.Jen Gross

(Rep. Laurie Bishop as backup)

t.(-2115

(Sts303-1)

Rcvise laws rclated to contracts for inmate Sen. Tom McGillvray

l,(_.li:
rF{t3 l-4\

Genernllv rewise crimiiral irrcfice svqfem laws Rep. Barry Llsher ' 
. 

'

(will serve in the Senate in2023)(Create data rvarehouse)

t.(: 359*

(Ltrc-1)

Rcvising laws on public defender
representation related to local ordinances

Sen. Ryan Lynch

| _(. 359

(from the HI 3l study)

Joint resolution related to theJuscice
Counts lnitiative

Sen. Ryan Llnch

L(. .i(rt)* Revise DUI laws related to adrnissible tests
for Dresence of drr,rgs

Sen. I(eith Regier


