
March 22, 2022

TO:
● Representative David Bedey
● Education Interim Budget Committee (EIBC)
● Joint Education Interim Committee (EDIC)

℅ Katie Guenther via Email

FROM:
Jason Neiffer, Ed.D., Executive Director, Montana Digital Academy
406-203-1812
jason@mtda.org

Per EIBC Chairman Bedey’s request, please see the enclosed information about MTDA’s EdReady
Montana program.

We are happy to answer any questions regarding the EdReady Montana program. We are also available
for a live demonstration of the software suite via Zoom or other means.
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EdReady Montana Introduction and History
What is EdReady?

EdReady is an online software suite developed by the NROC Project, a non-profit organization that
develops open online tools and course content aimed at recognizing each student’s unique learning
needs.

EdReady asks the simple but profound question, what do you want to be ready for? Based on that answer,
educators can assign a goal that provides an assessment for students to determine their readiness to
attain that goal.  After completing the assessment, the software offers an EdReady score that gives
students and educators a baseline on their progress towards the goal. EdReady content includes math
from basic arithmetic to pre-calculus, a full year of algebra content and English skills including grammar,
reading and writing preparation for college-level writing skills.

Students receive a customized, award-winning curriculum based on their needs.  As students progress
through the customized pathway, their score improves, showing progress.

Brief History

MTDA has a long history with NROC, and has been a member of their network since our creation in 2010.
In 2013, NROC leadership approached MTDA’s executive director to pilot the EdReady software suite.
After a successful pilot aimed at college-bound students seeking mathematics course placement, MTDA
approached the Dennis and Phyllis Washington Foundation for funding to license and support EdReady
implementation across the state of Montana.

The Washington Foundation funded an initial three-year program in 2014.  MTDA applied for additional
funding in 2017, and again in 2022, and both times received support with five-year commitments.
EdReady Montana is currently funded through February of 2027.

EdReady Montana Model

Our model is simple: a team of dedicated Montana educators helps other Montanans use our program.
We’ve helped over 600 institutions and organizations utilize our program from upper elementary to adult
education, colleges/universities, and correctional facilities, including the Montana State Prison.  EdReady
provides math readiness support for grade 4 through adult education students and English readiness for
grade 9 to adult education students.

Montana was the first state to implement the program statewide. We do this by creating learning goals
that help teachers answer the question “what do I want my students to be ready for?” Our team provides
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technical setup and implementation services and follows up with ongoing professional development to
use best teaching practices and interpret reports and data.  We want to help teachers support teaching
and learning both at and away from the computer. Our award-winning program is the model for many
other large-scale implementations around the country.

EdReady Supports Innovation in Education

EdReady has also proven to be an excellent support tool for innovation in educational programming
across the state.  The EdReady Montana team has worked with the University of Montana and Montana
State University to support their work in reenvisioning the mathematics placement process, prioritizing
placement as a pathway and not a set exam.  Our team also supports the University of Montana-Western
Experience One program’s delivery of mathematics courses.

Document Information

The documents inserted below include:

1. The current goal menu that most schools use to help address the needs of their students, which
the EdReady Montana team is regularly updating based on the needs of Montana schools.

2. Middle School, High School and Correctional Education case study summaries that display
numbers and types of students served as well as a voice from the field telling the story of EdReady
Montana’s impact from students’, teachers’ and administrators’ perspectives.
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EdReady Montana “Goal Menu”
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EdReady Montana Middle School Case Studies
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EdReady Montana High School Case Studies
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EdReady Montana Incarcerated Education Case
Studies
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