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October 10-11, 2024  

Room 317 Capitol Building or Zoom 

Thursday, October 10 

8:30 Roll Call 

8:35 Conversation on Wildfire: Practices, Finance, and the Future 

• Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation – Amanda Kaster; Wyatt Frampton 
• Montana Department of Environmental Quality – Bo Wilkins 
• US Forest Service – Leanne Marten 
• Bureau of Land Management – Aaron Thompson 
• Wolf Creek Fire Department/FireSafe– Rocky Infanger 
• Headwaters Economics – Dr. Patty Hernandez 
• Northwestern Energy – Rick Edwards 
• Montana Commissioner of Securities and Insurance Office – Frank Cote 
• American Property Casualty Insurance Association – Lyn Elliott 
• Big I Montana (Independent Insurance Agents of Montana) – Bob Biskupiak 

11:00 Wildfire Module 

• Rob Miller, Alice Hecht, Katelyn Flavin, Legislative Fiscal Division (LFD) 

11:45 Lunch 

12:45  Housing Update  

• Molly DelCurto, LFD  
• Toni Henneman, Legislative Services Division (LSD) 
• Mandy Rambo, Montana Department of Commerce 

1:45 MARA’s Modular Forecasting Process 

• Nick VanBrown, LFD 



2:00 Public Safety Module & Criminal Justice Data Efforts 

• Walker Hopkins, LFD 
• Committee Discussion on Criminal Justice Data Efforts 

2:45 Break 

3:00 Sales Tax Modeling 

• Sam Schaefer, LFD 

3:30 Potential Fiscal Risks 

• Amy Carlson, LFD 

4:00 MARA Medicaid Model and Power BI Medicaid Provider Type Tool 

• Julia Hamilton, LFD 

4:30 Public Comment 

4:45 Recess until Friday, October 11 

Friday, October 11 

8:30 Roll Call 

8:35 North Plains Connector Project 

• Brant Johnson - Regional Vice President, Development, Grid United 

9:30 Local Government Model 

• Ethan Bergen, LFD 

10:15 Break 

10:30 K12 Education Model, update on HB 949 (2023) 

• Julia Pattin and Alexandra Ghosh, LFD: Progress on school facility forecast 
• Laura Sankey Keip, LSD: HB949 status update 

11:30 Property Tax Model Update & Simulations 

• Julia Pattin and Kurt Swimley, LFD 

12:30 Lunch 

1:30 Statewide Data Governance & Management - Best Practices Discussion  

• Dr. Amy Hawn Nelson - Actionable Intelligence for Social Policy (AISP), University of Pennsylvania 
• Adam Carpenter – Montana Chief Data Officer  



2:30 Pew – MARA in National Context 

3:00 Break 

3:15 MARA Process & Model Overview 

• Nick VanBrown, LFD 

4:00 Committee Business and Next Steps 

4:30 Public Comment 

4:45 Adjourn 


