Natural Resources and Transportation
Highlight form the Budget Analysis for the 2027 Biennium

Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks
Major Budget Highlights

The executive proposes an increase of 9.5% or $25.4 million above FY 2025 base funding. In addition to
the statewide present law adjustment of $3.3 million, this includes:

Aircraft and vehicle fleet rate increases: $6.1 million

New Positions 30.35 PB: $5.8 million

Game and nongame programs operational increase: $4.9 million

Equipment purchases: $767,800 USGS stream gage network support: $630,000
Technology and website improvements: $575,600

Legal unit caseload increase: $570,500

Proprietary maintenance increase: $500,000

Modified positions: $491,000

Overtime and pay adjustments: $478,000

Montana Outdoor Magazine operations increase: $250,000

Grizzly bear operations: $240,000

One-time-only Stream Protection Act permitting in support of MDT projects: - $214,500

Department of Environmental Quality
Major Budget Highlights

The executive proposes an increase of 6.7% or $9.0 million in total appropriations above base
funding. In addition to statewide present law adjustments of $1.7 million the executive proposes:

e Mine reclamation: $4.9 million
¢ Additional 9.00 PB to support increasing case load and applications: $2.3 million
e Board of Environmental Review operations: $80,000

Department of Livestock
Major Budget Highlights

The executive proposes an increase of 8.2% or $2.7 million in total appropriations above base funding. In
addition to statewide present law adjustments of $298,900, the executive proposes:

Laboratory equipment, one-time-only: $1.1 million

Meat inspection staff 8.00 PB: $1.2 million

Animal Health software maintenance: $150,000

Funding Shifts:

Milk inspection fees shifted from State Special Revenue to



- the General Fund: $300,000
- Emergency Preparedness Veterinarian from federal special revenue to state special
revenue: $221,700

Department of Transportation
Major Budget Highlights

The Montana Department of Transportation’s (MDT) 2027 biennium appropriations are approximately
$241.2 million or 12.3% higher than the FY 2025 base budget. Significant changes include:

Statewide present law adjustments totaling $5.7 million for the biennium consisting of 63.2% state special
revenue and 36.8% federal special revenue. These include:

e DP 1 - Personal services: $4.8 million
e DP 2 - Fixed costs: $961,961
e DP 3 - Inflation/Deflation: ($22,970)

Present law increases totaling $202.8 million for the biennium consisting of 28.7% state special revenue
and 71.3% federal special revenue. Major changes include:

e DP 4 - Equipment rental: $26.5 million for the biennium, 94.0% state special revenue, 6.0% federal
special revenue. This increase is spread across four programs that utilize the proprietary Equipment
Program. However, most of the increase is to the Maintenance Program

e DP 214 - Contractor payments: $127.3 million

e DP 306 - Winter maintenance materials: $4.5 million

e DP 5005 - Federal Transit Authority (FTA) Funding: $28.5 million - authority for increased federal
apportionment

e DP 5006 - National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA): $9.2 million - budget authority
for increase in federal program

New proposals totaling $32.7 million for the biennium, an increase of 27.00 PB, and a reduction of 1.00 PB.
Details of major changes include:

General Operations Program

¢ A decrease of 1.00 PB and associated funding as part of an executive branch consolidation
e Anincrease of $4.2 million for software maintenance and hosting fees of the new billing system

Highways and Engineering Program
e New proposals totaling $2.3 million and 15.00 PB for bridge replacement and rehabilitation

specialists and engineers, an asset management liaison, and a computer-aided drafting (CADD)
specialist

Maintenance Program



¢ A new proposal for 6.00 PB and associated pay and benefits for a Bridge Preservation, Maintenance
and Response team
Rail, Transit, and Planning Program
¢ A new proposal for 6.00 PB for positions specializing in delivery and reporting requirements of new
federal programs
Other Transportation Highlights

A new proposal for $20.0 million state special revenue for maintenance of off-system bridges, contingent
upon passage of LCXXXX.

Department of Agriculture
Major Budget Highlights

The executive proposes a 4.6% or $2.0 million in total appropriations above base funding. In addition to
statewide present law adjustments of $85,800 the executive proposes:

¢ Equipment purchases for analytical laboratory and pesticide program, one-time-only: $811,000
¢ Increase grant authority for noxious weeds programs: $600,000

¢ Increase operating authority for seed and pesticide groundwater programs: $300,000

e Produce inspection operations, one-time-only: $132,500

e Customer Relationship Management (CRM) grant system maintenance: $69,000.



