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The Department of Corrections (MDOC) is providing this report to the Law and Justice Interim Committee and 
the Legislative Finance Committee on the rental voucher program to identify where the voucher program is 
being utilized based on the location of expenditures and the strengths and weaknesses of the program.   

 
a. Location of Rental Voucher Expenditures by Fiscal Year 

 

i. Fiscal Year 2022:  154 rental vouchers* were approved, however, not all approved rental vouchers 
were used.  Expenditures were distributed geographically as: 
 

Location Expended  Number of Offenders 
Anaconda $1,100.00 1 
Billings $32,558.90 59 
Bozeman $850.00 1 
Butte $3,675.00 4 
Conrad $1,200.00 1 
Great Falls $6,685.00 8 
Helena $7,450.00 12 
Missoula $5,750.00 9 
Ronan  $500.00 1 
Out of State  $125.00 1 

 
ii. Fiscal Year 2023:  157 rental vouchers* were approved, however, not all approved rental vouchers 

were used.  Expenditures were distributed geographically as: 
 

Location Expended  Number of Offenders 
Anaconda $1,150.00 1 
Belgrade $1,000.00 1 
Billings $37,497.00 54 
Butte $8,400.00 12 
Conrad $2,960.00 1 
Deer Lodge $350.00 1 
Great Falls $6,150.00 6 
Helena $14,640.00 16 
Missoula $1,647.96 4 
Ronan  $3,350.00 5 
Shelby $2,400.00 1 
Thompson Falls $1,650.00 1 
Wolf Creek $1,500.00 1 
Out of State  $3,858.00 2 
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iii. Fiscal Year 2024: 198 rental vouchers* were approved, however, not all approved rental vouchers 

were used.  Expenditures were distributed geographically as: 
 

Location Expended  Number of Offenders 
Billings $40,514.90 43 
Bozeman $625.00 1 
Butte $1,400.00 1 
Clancy $700.00 1 
Great Falls $23,800.00 3 
Helena $15,468.91 14 
Kalispell $1,201.62 2 
Missoula $8,925.57 5 
Ronan $6,400.00 4 

 
b. Strengths of the Program: 

i. The program provides a funding source for safe, stable housing for those releasing from custody. 
ii. The average cost per rental voucher is less than $1,000, which is a minimal investment for 

supporting a key component of successful community reintegration. 
iii. The program partners with Probation & Parole Officers to ensure that offenders are referred to other 

supportive services as necessary to meet court-ordered requirements and individual needs. 
iv. The program makes payments directly to landlords, decreasing the risk of funds being diverted by 

offenders. 
 

c. Weaknesses of the Program: 
i. Per statute, the funds may only be used for rent. They cannot be used for other housing-related 

expenses, such as application fees and deposits.  
ii. Per statute, the funds may only be used for those releasing from prison on parole. It may not be 

used to assist offenders releasing from other facility types or onto other supervision statuses. 
iii. Per statute, MDOC provides a rental voucher to claimants while a claim of wrongful conviction is 

pending. The current statute provides no limitation on the number of months or the monthly 
allowance of these rental vouchers, which could be long-term and significant. 

iv. No administrative costs are pulled from this funding allocation by MDOC, meaning there are no 
additional resources available for outreach, education/training, and support to housing vendors. 

v. The program has no regulatory authority over vendors to influence application processes and 
related fees, eviction processes, or the remittance of funds should an individual leave the residence 
prior to the end of a month. 

 

* A rent voucher generally equals one month of rent.  However, MDOC was authorized to use rental vouchers for housing 
deposits during FYs 21-22, based on the COVID-19 state of emergency. 

 

 


