Governor Greg Gianforte | Director Brian M. Gootkin

Dec. 9, 2024
Members of the Interim Budget Committee Section D,

The Montana Department of Corrections submits the following information in response to requests from the
committee’s Sept. 18, 2024, meeting. Committee requests that are not referenced in this document will be
addressed in the department’s presentation at the Dec.16, 2024 meeting.

How many inmates could qualify to be moved to prerelease centers if there was available space? As of
Dec. 9, 2024, 36 offenders in county jails have been screened and accepted to prerelease centers. They are
awaiting bed availability at the facilities at which they were accepted. This information is available publicly on
the DOC'’s Jail Holds dashboard located here.

What percentage of inmates are waiting on programming to see the parole board? For the convenience
of the committee and members of the public, the department has developed a public dashboard to represent
this information. It can be found here.

Number of bed capacity historically (perhaps a timeline) compared to number of inmates and those
waiting for space?
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https://dataportal.mt.gov/t/COR/views/JailHoldDashboard/JailHoldDashboard?%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=n&%3AshowVizHome=n&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3Aembed=y
https://dataportal.mt.gov/t/COR/views/ICPMWaitList/MTDepartmentofCorrectionsProgramWaitingList?%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=n&%3AshowVizHome=n&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3Aembed=y#3

What proportion of drug cost increase is due to the rising age of inmates vs. more intensive medical
needs unrelated to age?

DOC overall prescription medication costs have increased significantly over the last few years. This can be
observed in the attached Pharma Cost chart.

Many age-related medications fall into the Therapeutic Class where DOC has seen the largest growth.

Also, older individuals are more likely than their younger counterparts to be taking multiple prescription
medications. Nationally, approximately 54% of adults 65 and older take four or more prescription drugs,
compared to 32% of adults 50-64 years old, and 13% of adults 18-49.

Breakdown of county jail actual cost numbers? County detention centers are responsible for calculating
those costs and would be the most accurate source for this information.

What information from OMIS will be uploaded into the SB 11 data warehouse?

Initial data requested by the Montana Board of Crime Control, and provided by the DOC, includes Last name,
first name, middle name, aliases, SSN, sex/gender, date of birth, correctional status, DOC ID, other identifying
numbers (when available), SID, Montana driver’s license, Montana ID. Additional information will be added
moving forward.

Provide a list of the 115 challenges related to the current OMIS system that will be remedied with
Compass (described in the DOC quarterly update)?

See OMS.needsassessment document attached.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding the information provided.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Gootkin, Director
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