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1. The Judicial Standards Commission is a very low-overhead board currently staffed by a
person, who also provides support to numerous other boards and commissions. The
Legislative Auditor recommended several improvements including additional reporting
on individual complaints, which the JSC put in rule (both attached). This creates
additional workload the Branch is proposing to address with $50,000 in contracted
services in the next biennium. In FY23 and FY24, the Branch spent about $50,000 in
contracted services on JSC investigations. The proposed increase in contracted services
is contained in the governor’s budget.

2. The Judicial Branch has used a weighted caseload model to assess workload and
allocate judicial resources since 2006. Caseload is different from workload because
some cases (child abuse and neglect) take more judicial time than other cases
(adoption). The workload study, conducted by National Center for State Courts, uses an
8-week time study to determine how much time on average is needed to complete each
of the 13 District Court case types. This time study, combined with other demands on
judicial time such as travel, continuing education, and leave time results in a “judicial
need number” by district. The resulting time calculation is updated with new case
numbers each year to arrive a new total judicial need.

a. The actual workload study establishing the metrics should be updated every 6-8
years. The last update from 2022 is attached Final Report for MT Judicial Officer
Workload Assessment Study REV 11.1.22

b. The 2023 workload numbers are 23workload.pdf — 2024 calendar year numbers

will be available in January 2025.

A summary document with 10 years of data related to judicial need is attached.

The data is only one factor in determining whether to request additional judges —

other factors include support from county partners and county data including

population growth and caseload growth over time.
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https://courts.mt.gov/external/dcourt/stats/workload/caseload-study2022.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/external/dcourt/stats/workload/caseload-study2022.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/external/dcourt/stats/workload/23workload.pdf

The Judicial Branch goals and objectives are attached Article Il. Please note specific
case processing goals are in place for the both the Supreme Court and the District
Courts and are available at: Court Statistics

The link to the quarterly caseload dashboard is attached: Court Statistics. The calendar
year 2024 case numbers will be available in early January.

The ARPA report was provided in October 2024.

The Sentence Review Division, established in 46-18-900, MCA allows that “a person
sentenced to a term of 1 year or more in the state prison or to the custody of the
department of corrections by a court of competent jurisdiction may within 60 days from
the date the sentence was imposed, except in a case in which a different sentence could
not have been imposed, file with the clerk of the district court in the county in which
judgment was rendered an application for review of the sentence by the review division.
Upon imposition of the sentence, the clerk shall give written notice to the person
sentenced and to the person's counsel of the right to make a request. The notice must
include a statement that review of the sentence may result in a decrease or increase of
the sentence within limits fixed by law.” Three judges serve on SRD, and it is staffed by
the same FTE providing support services to other boards and commissions. Aside from
the FTE costs, the SRD incurs minimal travel expenses when judicial members travel for
hearings. A complete docket of SRD decisions and hearing dates is at: Sentence
Review Division



https://courts.mt.gov/external/goals_objections.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/Courts/Statistics/
https://courts.mt.gov/Courts/Statistics/
https://courts.mt.gov/Courts/boards/SentenceReviewDivision
https://courts.mt.gov/Courts/boards/SentenceReviewDivision
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