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COMMITTEE ACTION

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

09:30:55

Chair Mike Hopkins called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM. The committee
secretary took roll.

Department of Natural Resources and Conservation

09:32:10

09:35:15

09:38:33
09:53:45
09:54:14

09:55:39
10:13:32
10:14:46

10:16:44
10:19:08

10:24:56
10:26:29
10:32:13

10:38:41
10:44:04

10:45:33
10:49:48

10:51:18

11:01:56
11:08:26

11:13:07

11:16:05

Autumn Coleman, Deputy Administrator for Conservation and Resource
Development Division of Department of Natural Resources and Conservation
(DNRC), quarterly financial report and agency updates

Erica Thomas, Fiscal Analyst Legislative Fiscal Division (LFD), provided
additional comments on account fund balance analysis

Autumn Coleman continued presentation

Sen Cuffe asked about the difference in planning grants and construction grants

Sen Lang asked about grants related to new irrigation vs updating older
irrigation

Sen Cuffe asked about Rosebud grants

Sen Cuffe asked for definition of non-point source

Andy Ulven, Water Quality Planning Bureau Chief with Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ), responded
Autumn Coleman continued presentation

Autumn Coleman started presentation on Reclamation and Development
Grants/HB 7
Sen Cuffe asked about high hazard dams

Autumn Coleman continued presentation

Sen Cuffe requested general summary of regional water expenditures and
budgeting

Autumn Coleman started presentation on Milk River Project update

Sen Cuffe mentioned possible sources of federal funding for water infrastructure
loans

Rep Tuss asked for a timeline of project and loan terms

Jennifer Patrick, Project Manager for Milk River Irrigation Project, provided
timeline input

Rep Tuss asked if there had been any conversations with Canada on funding
assistance

Rep Hopkins asked additional questions on federal funding

Sen Cuffe asked about the longer-term effects of irrigation and impacts on
agriculture operations

Autumn Coleman introduced the new Program Manager for Reclamation
Developments Grants, Samantha Treu

Recessed

Department of Administration

11:23:10

11:32:51

Randy Stephens, Planning Manager for Architecture and Engineering Division
(A&E) of Department of Administration (DOA), provided reports and updates
Rep Tuss asked how to determine eligibility of LRBP buildings



11:39:50 Russ Katherman, Administrator for A&amp;E, provided additional comments and
HB 190 updates

Department of Administration

11:43:18 Misty Ann Giles, Director DOA, provided agency updates

11:44:39 Ben Brouwer, Energy Bureau Chief of DEQ, provided details on the state
buildings energy conservation program
11:52:26 Sen Cuffe asked about the reduction in budgets

11:53:30 Dianne Burke, Professor of Cyber Security at University of Montana and Director
of Cyber Montana Project, provided program updates
11:59:11 Rep Hopkins requested list of dates and counties for upcoming trainings;

progress of individuals enrolled for cyber security degrees

12:01:27 Laurie Bakri, Administrator for Montana Motor Vehicles Division (MVD), provided
CARS update

ROWS Tour and Lunch

12:07:52 Reconvene at 14:00:53

Department of Commerce

14:02:13 Galen Steffens, Division Administrator of Community Montana Division of
Department of Commerce, agency updates
14:02:56 Becky Anseth, Infrastructure Program Manager at Department of Commerce,

Montana Coal Endowment Program update
14:06:00 Rep Hopkins asked questions on funding requests

14:09:03 Sen Cuffe asked how ARPA funds blended with coal trust
14:12:12 Jason Harlow, Office of Budget and Project Planning (OBPP), provided

comments on planning grants and ARPA funds
14:12:54 Rep Fitzpatrick asked about startup conditions

14:14:23 Becky Anseth continued

14:16:56 Jordan Conley, Program Supervisor for Community and Economic Vitality
Program of Department of Commerce, presented on Montana Historic
Preservation Grant

14:21:01 Mandy Rambo, Deputy Director of Department of Commerce, provided HB 819
updates

14:25:16 Dan Villa, Executive Director of Montana Board of Investments, additional
comments on HB 819

14:28:19 Mark Blasdel, Director of Governor's Office of Economic Development, spoke on

tier 3 of HB 819
Department of Commerce
14:33:08 Kristin Burgoyne, Deputy Director of Montana Arts Council, provided program

updates
14:33:43 Rep Fitzpatrick
14:34:08 Rep Hopkins asked about administrative and funding updates on projects
14:36:12 Jason Harlow, OBPP, provided comments on process for his office
Discussion
14:36:47 Rep Fitzpatrick spoke on the HB5 corrections facility recommendation update
14:42:03 Sen Cuffe asked if there was a re-occurring theme in population
14:46:01 Rep Hopkins requested further clarification on numbers within update
Public Comment
14:47:34 Jenny Buddenborg, Executive Director of Preserve Montana

4



14:52:29 Sen Boldman asked clarification questions

ADJOURNMENT
Adjournment: 13:33:19



