
PO BOX 201706 
Helena, MT 59620-1706 

(406) 444-3064 
FAX (406) 444-3036 

LONG RANGE PLANNING INTERIM BUDGET COMMITTEE 
69th Montana Legislature 

 
 
 

SENATE MEMBERS HOUSE MEMBERS COMMITTEE STAFF 
Ellie Boldman 
Mike Cuffe 
Mike Lang 
 

John Fitzpatrick 
Jim Hamilton 
Mike Hopkins 
Gayle Lammers 
Paul Tuss 
 

Erica Thomas - Fiscal Analyst 
Joe Triem - Fiscal Analyst 
Jennifer Whitt - Secretary 
 

 

MONTANA LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION STAFF: JERRY HOWE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR • ANGUS MACIVER, DIRECTOR, LEGISLATIVE 
AUDIT DIVISION • AMY CARLSON, DIRECTOR, LEGISLATIVE FISCAL DIVISION • TODD EVERTS, DIRECTOR, LEGAL SERVICES OFFICE • 
DALE GOW, CIO, OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION SERVICES • RACHEL WEISS, RESEARCH DIRECTOR • ANGIE CARTER, 
FINANCIAL SERVICES MANAGER 

MINUTES LOG 
September 18, 2024 

Room 472 
Helena, Montana 

 
Please note: This document is a Minutes Log and provides annotation of the time elapsed between the beginning of 
the meeting and the time at which the item was presented or discussed, a motion was made, or a vote was taken.  
The narrative presented here is provided only as a guide to the audio or video recording of the meeting.  The official 
discussion, motion, or vote is available on the audio or video archive of this meeting.  The Legislature does not 
prepare a transcript of the meeting activities.  The time designation may be used to locate the referenced discussion 
on the audio or video recording of this meeting.  
 
Access to an electronic copy of these minutes and the audio or video recording is provided from the Legislative 
Branch home page at https://leg.mt.gov. From the home page, select the “Committees” drop down menu at the top, 
then select Administrative or Interim, and the appropriate committee. The written minutes log can be located by 
expanding the accordion menu for the date of the meeting. Links to the audio/video files can be located by selecting 
the Video/Audio button on the same page, then the “past/current recordings” button. From there, use the calendar to 
select the date of the meeting you wish to view/listen to. The written Minutes Log, along with links to the audio and 
video recordings, is listed by meeting date on the interim committee’s web page. Each of the Exhibits is linked and 
can be viewed by clicking on the Exhibit of interest. All Exhibits are public information and may be printed.  
Please contact the Legislative Services Division at 406-444-3064 for more information. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Rep. Mike Hopkins, Chair (R) 
Sen. Mike Cuffe, Vice Chair (R) 
Sen. Ellie Boldman (D) 
Rep. John Fitzpatrick (R) 
Rep. Jim Hamilton (D) 
Rep. Gayle Lammers (R) 
Sen. Mike Lang (R) 
Rep. Paul Tuss (D) 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Joe Triem, Fiscal Analyst 
Jennifer Whitt, Secretary 
 
 
AGENDA (Attachment 1) 
 

http://legmt.gov/
http://legmt.gov/


 
 

2 
 

VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2) 
  

http://legmt.gov/


 
 

3 
 

 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
09:30:55 Chair Mike Hopkins called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM. The committee 

secretary took roll. 
 
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 
09:32:10 Autumn Coleman, Deputy Administrator for Conservation and Resource 

Development Division of Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 
(DNRC), quarterly financial report and agency updates 

09:35:15 Erica Thomas, Fiscal Analyst Legislative Fiscal Division (LFD), provided 
additional comments on account fund balance analysis 

09:38:33 Autumn Coleman continued presentation 
09:53:45 Sen Cuffe asked about the difference in planning grants and construction grants 
09:54:14 Sen Lang asked about grants related to new irrigation vs updating older 

irrigation 
09:55:39 Sen Cuffe asked about Rosebud grants 
10:13:32 Sen Cuffe asked for definition of non-point source 
10:14:46 Andy Ulven, Water Quality Planning Bureau Chief with Department of 

Environmental Quality (DEQ), responded 
10:16:44 Autumn Coleman continued presentation 
10:19:08 Autumn Coleman started presentation on Reclamation and Development 

Grants/HB 7 
10:24:56 Sen Cuffe asked about high hazard dams 
10:26:29 Autumn Coleman continued presentation 
10:32:13 Sen Cuffe requested general summary of regional water expenditures and 

budgeting 
10:38:41 Autumn Coleman started presentation on Milk River Project update 
10:44:04 Sen Cuffe mentioned possible sources of federal funding for water infrastructure 

loans 
10:45:33 Rep Tuss asked for a timeline of project and loan terms 
10:49:48 Jennifer Patrick, Project Manager for Milk River Irrigation Project, provided 

timeline input 
10:51:18 Rep Tuss asked if there had been any conversations with Canada on funding 

assistance 
11:01:56 Rep Hopkins asked additional questions on federal funding 
11:08:26 Sen Cuffe asked about the longer-term effects of irrigation and impacts on 

agriculture operations 
11:13:07 Autumn Coleman introduced the new Program Manager for Reclamation 

Developments Grants, Samantha Treu 
11:16:05 Recessed 
Department of Administration 
11:23:10 Randy Stephens, Planning Manager for Architecture and Engineering Division 

(A&E) of Department of Administration (DOA), provided reports and updates 
11:32:51 Rep Tuss asked how to determine eligibility of LRBP buildings 
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11:39:50 Russ Katherman, Administrator for A&amp;E, provided additional comments and 
HB 190 updates 

Department of Administration 
11:43:18 Misty Ann Giles, Director DOA, provided agency updates 
11:44:39 Ben Brouwer, Energy Bureau Chief of DEQ, provided details on the state 

buildings energy conservation program 
11:52:26 Sen Cuffe asked about the reduction in budgets 
11:53:30 Dianne Burke, Professor of Cyber Security at University of Montana and Director 

of Cyber Montana Project, provided program updates 
11:59:11 Rep Hopkins requested list of dates and counties for upcoming trainings; 

progress of individuals enrolled for cyber security degrees 
12:01:27 Laurie Bakri, Administrator for Montana Motor Vehicles Division (MVD), provided 

CARS update 
ROWS Tour and Lunch 
12:07:52 Reconvene at 14:00:53 
Department of Commerce 
14:02:13 Galen Steffens, Division Administrator of Community Montana Division of 

Department of Commerce, agency updates 
14:02:56 Becky Anseth, Infrastructure Program Manager at Department of Commerce, 

Montana Coal Endowment Program update 
14:06:00 Rep Hopkins asked questions on funding requests 
14:09:03 Sen Cuffe asked how ARPA funds blended with coal trust 
14:12:12 Jason Harlow, Office of Budget and Project Planning (OBPP), provided 

comments on planning grants and ARPA funds 
14:12:54 Rep Fitzpatrick asked about startup conditions 
14:14:23 Becky Anseth continued 
14:16:56 Jordan Conley, Program Supervisor for Community and Economic Vitality 

Program of Department of Commerce, presented on Montana Historic 
Preservation Grant 

14:21:01 Mandy Rambo, Deputy Director of Department of Commerce, provided HB 819 
updates 

14:25:16 Dan Villa, Executive Director of Montana Board of Investments, additional 
comments on HB 819 

14:28:19 Mark Blasdel, Director of Governor's Office of Economic Development, spoke on 
tier 3 of HB 819 

Department of Commerce 
14:33:08 Kristin Burgoyne, Deputy Director of Montana Arts Council, provided program 

updates 
14:33:43 Rep Fitzpatrick 
14:34:08 Rep Hopkins asked about administrative and funding updates on projects 
14:36:12 Jason Harlow, OBPP, provided comments on process for his office 
Discussion 
14:36:47 Rep Fitzpatrick spoke on the HB5 corrections facility recommendation update 
14:42:03 Sen Cuffe asked if there was a re-occurring theme in population 
14:46:01 Rep Hopkins requested further clarification on numbers within update 
Public Comment 
14:47:34 Jenny Buddenborg, Executive Director of Preserve Montana 
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14:52:29 Sen Boldman asked clarification questions 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Adjournment: 13:33:19  
 


