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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  

TOTAL APPROPRIATION AUTHORITY  
The total appropriation authority for the Department of Transportation is shown in the pie chart below. HB 2 
and HB 13 provide 66.3% of the total authority for this agency. All types of appropriation authority for this 
agency are described below, including total budget and the percent expended by source of authority. 
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Budget Amendments 
Budget Amendment authority in the Department of Transportation totals $375.4 million, of which the 
department expended approximately $561,000 or 0.1%. Currently Budget Amendment authority consists 
primarily of discretionary grants for construction projects and redistribution or “grab bag” funds.  

Statutory Appropriations 
Statutory appropriations in the Department of Transportation total approximately $134.4 million in FY 2026, 
which is 8.2% of the total appropriation authority.  Statutory appropriation authority in MDT consists entirely 
of state special revenue funds. The department has expended 17.8% or $24.0 million in statutory authority so 
far this fiscal year. The majority of expenditures, $21.4 million, were fuel tax revenue distributions to cities, 
counties and tribes. The remaining amount consists of grant expenditures for aeronautics, Local Roads and 
Bridges, and rural technical assistance. 

Long-Range Building Program (LRBP) 
Currently some Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) discretionary grants have been classified under 
LRBP authority rather than budget amendment authority.  

Other Bills 
The Department of Transportation had approximately $15.1 million of appropriation authority in other bills.   

This includes an appropriation of $7.5 million for better local bridges projects, $3.0 million for long-range IT 
projects in HB 10, $1.0 million for sidewalks on US Highway 2, and $3.6 million for HB 5 maintenance projects. 
Currently expenditures of approximately $700,000 have been made for HB 5 projects. 

Unclassified  
The Department of Transportation has unclassified appropriation authority of $286,000 because of lower 
workers’ compensation premiums.  Per 39-71-403(1)(b)(iv), MCA, when workers’ compensation premiums are 
lower than the previous year, state agencies shall reduce personal services appropriations by the amount of the 
premium reduction.  The reductions are included in the accounting system as unclassified authority that will not 
be spent by the agency.  

COVID-19 Authority 
The following chart is provided to allow the legislature to examine the funding that is available to the agency for 
COVID-19 impacts. 
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. 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding totals $4.2 million for FY 2026, primarily 
for transit related grants, of which approximately $206,000 has been expended so far this fiscal year.  
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EXPENDITURE AUTHORITY  
The total expenditure authority for the agency is shown in the following pie chart.  Total expenditure authority 
includes non-budgeted proprietary funding and non-budgeted expenditures such as transfers or indirect costs 
which are not included in the previous pie chart as the expenditures are not appropriated.   
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Non-Budgeted Proprietary Fund Authority 
The Montana Department of Transportation has two programs that operate entirely on proprietary funds: the 
State Motor Pool and the Equipment Program. 

The State Motor Pool operates and maintains a fleet of vehicles available to all state offices and employees who 
conduct official state business. State Motor Pool revenues are generated through vehicle rental fees charged to 
agencies. On occasion, the program receives revenues resulting from the sale of surplus property and accident 
damages reimbursed by private individuals or insurance companies.  

The Motor Pool has expended a total of $2.8 million so far in FY 2026. Of the amount expended $1.4 million was 
spent on equipment purchases, $1.0 million was spent on operating costs, $247,000 was spent on personal 
services, and $59,000 was spent on debt service. 

The Equipment Program rents and leases equipment only to other programs within MDT such as Highways and 
Engineering, Motor Carrier Services, Maintenance, and Planning. The program charges rental fees for the use of 
equipment and on occasion generates revenue from the sale of surplus equipment. The Equipment Program has 
expended $16.9 million so far in FY 2026. Of this $4.4 million was spent on personal services, $6.5 million on 
operating expenses, and $6.0 million was spent on equipment purchases and major maintenance. 

The state-owned Yellowstone Airport near the town of West Yellowstone, Montana, provides private and 
commercial air service. Fees are charged for leases and other services. Unlike the Motor Pool and the Equipment 
Program, the airport is not an entirely proprietary program and receives operating funds from other sources 
such as federal grants. Of the proprietary expenditures of $254,500, the Yellowstone Airport expended a total of 
$108,500 on personal services and $146,000 on operating expenses. 
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HB 2 BUDGET MODIFICATIONS  
The following chart shows the HB 2 budget as passed by the legislature, including the pay plan, and the HB 2 
modified budget from July 1, 2025 through November 30, 2025. Net modifications to the budget include 
operating plan changes from one expenditure account to another, program transfers, reorganizations, and 
agency transfers of authority. The positive modifications and negative modifications are shown by program, 
expenditure account, and fund type.  

 

The Department of Transportation had several HB 2 budget modifications between July 1, 2025 and November 
30, 2025, mostly related to the reorganization and renaming of agency programs.  These modifications resulted 
in a negative net change to the overall budget of approximately $250,000. This is primarily due to an adjustment 
of budget authority resulting from lower worker’s compensation premiums. 
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The program name changes are shown in the following table. 
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HB 2 APPROPRIATION AUTHORITY 
The following chart shows the appropriated budget for the agency compared to expenditures through 
November 30, 2025.   
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The Department of Transportation expended 39.6% of its $1,090.8 million HB 2 modified budget through 
November 30, 2025.  Overall, this is below the 5-year Olympic average of 42.2%.  

Personal Services  
Appropriations for personal services in the Department of Transportation total $205.3 million and are 32.9% 
expended through November 30, 2025.  The following chart shows the filled and vacant positions budgeted 
(PB) within the agency as of November 1, 2025.  At this point in time, the department had 2,041.77 HB 2 PB and 
89.0% of these positions were filled.     
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The chart below shows the hourly utilization percentage for the Department of Transportation for each fiscal 
year when compared to the available hours.  Overall, the department has utilized 93.4% of the hours budgeted 
for FY 2026.   

 

 

The chart below shows the redistribution of PB to each division following reorganization. 
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OTHER ISSUES 
Information Technology Project Expenditures  
The Department of Transportation currently has four major information technology projects.  The chart below 
shows total expenditures for these projects. 

 

Streamlined Transparency and Accounting Reporting System (STARS) 
This project replaces the federal billing system and has a budget of $7.2 million and a delivery date of Spring 
2027. Currently the project has expended $5.5 million and is 70.0% complete. 

Truck Parking Availability Information System (TPAIS)  
This system is to collect and disseminate real-time parking availability data to drivers through a variety of 
outlets. It has a budget of $1.1 million and a delivery date of December 31, 2025. The project has expended 0.0% 
but is 90.0% complete. 

Kontur 3D Pavement Management 
This project is for a better technological solution to evaluate pavement condition. It has a budget of $547,361 
and is 100.0% complete. The delivery date was November 14, 2025. 

Electronic Transportation Inter/Intrastate Permitting System (eTRIPS) 
This project is for a commercial motor vehicle permitting system. It has a budget of $576,100 and is 90.0% 
complete. The delivery date is December 31, 2025. 

Required Reports 
The following link will take you to links for any reports that the Department of Transportation is required to 
provide quarterly to the Section C IBC: 

https://committees.legmt.gov/#/nonStandingCommittees/24?tab=Required+Reports 
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